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CHAP.  XLVlU. 

JPlan  of  the  four  loft  Volumes. — Buccejfim  and 
Characters  of  the  Greek  Emperors  of  Con/ian- 
tinopUjfrom  the  Time  of  Heradius  to  the  Latin 
Cmqueft. 

IHAVB   now  deduced   from  Trajan   to   Con-   chapI 
ftantine,  from  Conftantine  to  Heraclius^,  the  re-    XLviii. 
gular  feries  of  the  Roman  emperors^  and  faith-   i>fedsof 
fully  expofed  the  prosperous  and  adverfe  fortunes   Jfnc^^""' 
of  their  reigns*    Five  centuries  of  the  decline  and   tory, 
fall  of  the  empire  have  already  elapfed  j  l^ut  a  pe- 
riod of  more  than  eight  hundred  years  ftill  fepa<« 
rates  me  ^om  the  term  of  my  labours^  the  taking 
Vol- IX.  B  ©f 


2        ^  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

CHAP,    of  Conftantinople  by  the  Turks.     Should  I  per- 

XLVIII 

fevere  in  the  fame   courfe,   ftiould  I  obferve  the 
fame  meafure,  a  prolix  and  flender  thread  would 
be  fpun  through  many  a  volume,  nor  would  the 
patient  reader  find  an  adequate  reward  of  inftruc- 
tion  or  amufement.      At    every  ftep  as  we   fink 
deeper  in  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Eaftern  em- 
pire, the  annals  of  each  fucceeding  reign  would 
impofe  a  more  ungrateful    and    melancholy  talk* 
Thefe  annals  mud  continue  to  repeat  a  tedious  and 
uniform  tale  of  weaknefs  and  mifery  ;  the  natural 
conneflion  of  caufes  and  events  would  be  broken 
by  frequent  and  hafly  tranfitions^  and  a  minute 
accumulation  of  circumftances  muft    deftroy  the 
light  and  effe£k  of  thofe  general  piftures  which 
compofe  the-ufe  and  ornament  of  a  remote  hiftory* 
From  the  time  of  Heraclius,  the  Byzantine  tjieatre 
is  contrafted  and  darkened :  the  line  of  empire, 
which  had  been  defined  by  thte«laws  of  Juftinian 
and  the  arms  of  Belifarius,    recedes    on  all  fides 
firom  our  View:  Iflie  Roman  name,  the  pYo'per 
■fidbjea  df  our  inqtrfries,  is  rfeclucfcd  to  i  nattow 
Icortter  of  tifope,  to  flie  lonely  ^iiboi-\js  of  tHon- 
ftantinople  j  and  the  fate  of  the  Greek  'iftipti'e  has 
been  compared  to  that  of  the  Rhine,  which  lofes 
fiSfelf  id  the  -fands,  befdre  Its  wa^f^  ckix  tttingfle 
1»SA  'ifhe  ocean.    Thfe  leak  of  ^minion  'is  ^minife- 
m  to  ovrr  View  by  the  c^&ice'<^  tiitie  md  phte: 
ttik  is  the  \Sk  of  ^ktxh^al  fplebdour  cbri^iifkt^ 
Vjr  i3ie'nobI* -gifts  ^f  •vil'tue  attil  genius.    In  Afe 
laft  riiciSedts  df  Hft-  ^JKcay,  "-Goiiftifetiiw^e  "was 
dotibtlefe  iaSik  tipuleftt  and  ^cfpubus  Aan  AthcMs 
at  -htt-  Tfttofk  'Stoiiihnife  fcraj  whfti  -a  Ibtaty  fM  df 
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fix  thpiifand  talents,  or  twelve  hundred  thoufand  ^Lvin* 
pounds  fterling,  was  poffeffed  by  twenty-one  thou- 
jT^d  male  citizen^  of  an  adult  age.  But  each  of 
ihck  citi:^en8  was  a  freeman  who  dared  to  affert 
the  liberty  of  hi$  thoughts,  words,  and  a£Hons; 
whofi^  pcrfdn  and  property  were  guarded  by  equals- 
law  ;  and  who  exercifed  his  independent  vote  in 
the  government  of  the  republic.  Thdr  nuipbers 
feem  to  be  multiplied  by  the  ftrong  and  varioup 
difcriminations  of  charafter :  under  the  fhield  of 
freedom,  on  the  wings  of  emulation  and  vanity, 
each  Athenian  afpired  to  the  level  of  the  national 
dignity:  from  this  commanding  eminence,  fomc 
chcfen  fpirits  foared  beyond  the  reach  of  a  vulgar 
eye  ;^  afid  the  chances  of  fuperior  merit  in  a  great 
Md  populous  kingdom,  as  they  are  proved  by  ex- 
perience, would  excufe  the  computation  of  ima- 
ginary millions.  The  territories  of  Athens,  Sparta, 
ud  their  allies,  do  not  exceed  a  moderate  prO'* 
Vince  of  France  or  England:  but  after  the  tro* 
phiGi&  o£  Salamis  and  Plataea,  they  expand  in  our 
fancy  to  the  gigantic  li^e  of  Afia,  which  had  been 
trampled  lindelr^the  feet  of  the  yiftorious  Greeks. 
But  the  fubjeds  of  the  Byzantine  empire,  who 
a&itae  and  difhonour  the  names  both  of  Greeks 
stnd  Romans,  prefent  a  dead  uniformity  of  ^jitSt 
vices,  which  are  neither  foftened  by  the  weaknc^ 
of  humalrity,  nor  animated  by  the  vigour  of  me- 
xnorable  crimes.  The  freemen  of  antiquity  might 
Repeat  with  generous  enthuliafm  the  fentence  of 
Homcrj  "  that  on  the  jfirft  day  of  his  fervitude, 
"  the  captive  is  deprived  of  one  half  of  his  manly 
f^  virtue.^'     But  the  poet  had  only  feen  the  cffeds 
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^LvnT*  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  domeftic  flavcry,  tior  could  ho  fore- 
tell that  the  fecond  moiety  of  manhood  muft  be 
annihilated  by  the  fpiritual  defpotifm,  which 
(hackles,  itot  only  the  anions,  but  even  the 
thoughts  of  the  proftrate  votary.  By  this  double 
.  yoke,  the  Greeks  "vrefe  opprefled  tinder  the  fuc- 
ceffors  of  Heraclius;  the  tyrant,  a  law  of  eternal 
juftice,  was  degraded  by  the  vices  of  his  fubjefts; 
and  on  the  throne,  in  the  camp,  in  the  fchools, 
we  fearch,  perhaps  with  fruitlefs  diligence,  the 
names  and  charafters  that  may  deferve  to  be  re- 
fcued  from  oblivion.  ISlor  are  the  defefts  of  the 
fubjecl  compenfated  by  the  fkill  and  variety  of  the 
'painters.  Of  a  fpace  of  eight  hundred  years,  the 
four  firft  centuries  are  overfpread  with  a  cloud 
interrupted  by  fome  faint  and  broken  rays  of  hit 
toric  light :  in  the  lives  of  the  emperors,  from 
Maurice  to  Alexius,  Bafil  the  Macedonian  has 
^lone  been  the  theme  of  a  fcparate  work ;  and  the 
•abfence,  or  lofs,  or  imperfeftion  of  contemporary 
evidence,  mufl  be  poorly  fupplied  by  the  doubtful 
■authority  of  more  recent  compilers.  The  four  laft 
centuries  are  exempt  from  the  reproach  pf  penury : 
and  with  the  Comnenian  family,  the  hiftoric  mufc 
of  Conftantinople  again  revives,  but  her  apparel  is 
gaudy,  her  motions  arie  without,  elegance  or  grace. 
A  fucceflion  of  priefts,  or  courtiers,  treads  in  each 
other' s  footfteps  in  the  lame  path  of  fervitude  and 
fuperftition :  their  views  are  narrow,  their  judg- 
ment is  feeble  or  corrupt ;  and  we  clofe  the 
volume  of  copious  barrennefs,  ftill  ignorant  of  the 
caufes  of  events,  the  characters  of  the  aftors,  and 
lihe  manners  of  the  times,  which  they  celebrate  or 
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deplore.     The  obfervation  which  has  been  applied    ^J?Jir{ 
to  a  man,  may  be  extended  to  a  whole  pepple,    ^  '-^-'-^ 
that  the  energy  of  the  fword  is  communicated  to 
the  pen;  and  it  will  be  found  by  experience  that 
the  tone  of  hiftory  will  rife  or  fall  with  the  fpirit  of 
the  age. 

From  thefe  confiderations,  lihould  have  aban-  itscon- 
'doned  without  regret  the  Greek  llaves  arid  their  with  the 
fervile  hiftorians,  had  I  not  reflefted  that  the  fate  tfonsot'the 
of  the  .  Byzantine  monarchy  is  pajjlvely  connected  ^o^id. 
with  the  moft  fplendid  and  important  revolutions 
which  have  changed  the  ftate  of  the  world.  The 
fpace  of  the  loft  provinces  was  immediately  re* 
pleniflied  with  new  colpnies  and  rifing  kingdoms : 
.the  ai&ive  virtues  of  peace  and  war  deferted  from  the 
vanqulftied  to  the  viftorious  nations ;  and  it  is  in 
their  origin  and  conquefts,  in  their  religion  and 
government,  that  we  muft  explore  the  caufes  and 
effefts  of  the  decline  and  fall  of .  the  Eaftem  emr 
pire.  ,  Noir  will  this  fcope  of  narrative,  the  xiehe? 
^d  variety  of  thefe  materials,  be  incompatible 
with  the  unity  of  defign  and  compofitiori*  As, 
in  his  4aily  prayers,  the  Mufulman  of  Fez  or  Delhi 
ftill  turns  his  face  towards  the  temple  of  Mecca, 
the  hiftorian's  eye  fhall  be  alwjiy$  fixed  on  the  city 
of  -Ccj^ftantinpple,  The  excurfive  line  may  em- 
brace  tb^  wijids  of  Arabia  and  Tartary,  but  the 
circle  will  be  ultimately  reduced  to  the  decreafing 
limit  of  the  Roman  ir^pnarchy. 

On  this  principle  I  Ihall  now  eftablifh  the  plan  Plan  of  the 
of  the  four  laft' volumes  of  the  prefent  work.     The   v6iumc». 
^rft  chapter  will  contain,  in  a  regular  feries,  the  em- 
perors  who  reigried  at  Conftantiiiople  during  a  pe- 
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c  H  A  P.  ^jod  6f  fix  liundred  years,  from  the  days  of  Hera* 
clius  to  the  Lalin  conqueft :  a  rapid  abftraft,  which 
may  be  fupported  by  a  general  appeal  to  the  or- 
der and  text  of  the  origmal  hiftorians.  In  this  in- 
troduction, I  fliall  confine  myfelf  to  the  revolutions 
of  the  throne,  the  fucceflion  of  families,  the  per^ 
fonal  charafters  of  the  Greek  princes,  the  mode  of 
their  life  and  death,  the  maxims  and  influence  of 
their  domeftic  government,  and  the  tendency  of 
their  reign  to  accelerate  or  fiifpend  the  downfal  of 
the  Eaftern  empire.  Such  a  chronological  review 
.  will  fetve  to  illufl:rate  the  various  argument  of  the 
fubfequent  chapters  ;  and  each  circumftance  of  the 
eventful  (lory  of  the  Barbarians  will  adapt  itfelf  in 
a  proper  place  to  the  Byzantine  annals.  Th.e  in- 
ternal ftate  of  th^  empire,  and  the  dangerous  he- 
refy  of  the  JPaulicians^  which  Ihook  the  Eaft  and 
enlightened  the  Weft,  will  be  the  fubjeft  of  two 
feparate  chapters;  but  thefe  inquiries  muft  ht 
poftponed  till  our  farther  progrefs  fliall  have*  open- 
ed  the  view  of  the  world  in  the  ninth  and  tenth 
centuries"  of  the  Chriftian  aera.  After  this  founda- 
jtibn  of  Byzantine  hiftdry,  the  following  nations 
will  pafs  beft)re  pur  eyes,  and  each  ^11  occupy 
the  fpapA  to  ^hich  it  may  be  entitled  by  greatnefs 
or  merit,  or  the  degree  of  conneSion  with  the  Ro- 
fiian  world  and  Jhe  prelbnt  age.  I.  The  J^ra^^ks  ; 
a  general  appellation  which  includes  all  the  Bar* 
barians  of  France',  Italy,  and  Germany,  who  were 
united  by  the  fword  and  fceptrc  of  Charlemagne. 
The  perfei;utipn  of  images  sund  their  votaries,  fe- 
parated  Rc^ne  and  Italy  from  the  Byzantine  throne, 
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and  prqlored  the  reftora|i^  of  t^js  Rpinaa  em£ir«  CHAP. 
in  the  Weft.  II.  Tl^e  Ar^jbi  or  Saracens.  TkT^, 
ample  chapters  vfUl  be  devoted  to  tbi^  curious  aa4 
interefUng  objed.  ][n  th^e  f^fl,  aft^r  a  pi£^ure  of 
the  country  and  its  iaha^>iiant$9  I  £ha)l  investigate 
the  charader  of  Mahom^  ^  the  char?der,  religion, 
apd  fucceis  of  the  prophet.  In  the  i^cond,  1  ihall 
lead  the  Arabs  to  the  conquell  of  Syria^  ^Syp^> 
^jd  4^frica9  the  prpyince^  of  the  Rpmap.  entire ; 
npr  (^201  I  check  their  vi£lorious  career  till  they 
h;ave  overthrown  the  monarchies  of  Perijia  aii4 
SpaiA.  In  the  third,  I  ihall  iq<|[uire  liq^f  Qonfla^- 
tinople  and  Europe  were  f?ive<J  ]>y  the  luxury  an4 
arts,  thie  4iyifiPli  afti  decay,  of  the  €^pjij;e  of  th^ 
caliphs.     A  fingle  chapter  ml]  IncUdPj  JH.  Th§ 
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sjA^s,  >yho  aflkulted  by  fe^  or  by  Uifd  the-  pjovipce^ 
jnd  the  capi^l ;  bjit  xhe  Ifift  of  tK^e,  Ho  importafti 
iu  their  prefent  gi;e^tjiefs,  will  excite,  fpfpe  curi- 
ofity  i»  their  orjgin  ^4  iBMcy.  VI.  Th^JiJoRr 
MAN^ ;  or  rather  the  private  adrventures  of  that 
warlij^e  peog>le,  who  fpunded  a  ppwerful  JdngdpB) 
in  Apulia  and'  Sicily,  flippk,  thjc  throne" of  Cop- 
ll^tinpple,  djfpl^yed  the  trophies  of  chivalry,  iui^ 
5dffloft  realised  the,^bnder§  pf  /rpnvttxce.  Vp[.  T^ 
Latiw  ;  tijp  fubje^^  of  t)[^e  ^ope,  ^e  nm>^^  pf 
ti^e  Yfc&^  vfhf^  enlffted  und^  the  banner  pf  the 
croft  Jfor  the  r/^pyery  or  r^Kef  .qjF  ti\e  jholy  fepul? 
pl^re.  Tfee  Qree,^  em^rors  lyer.e  ter^i$,ed  ajpid  pr/g- 
fejrye^  by  th^e  ^jyjij^^  of  pilgti^ij^^  y^.Q  marched  tQ 
^^^^em  yrith  Gpdft^y  pF  J^ouiUpo  wd  the  pj^qrf 
pI*  Chrjite^dpHl*    Tl^  fecpnd  and  d^rd  crujfa^^ 
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C  T?  A  P.   trod  in  the  footfteps  of  the  firft :  Afia  and  Europe 

XL  VIII  • 

were  mingled  in  afacred  war  of  two  hundred  years ; 
and  the  Chriftian  powers  were  bravely  refifted,  and 
finally  expelled,  by  Saladin  and  the  Mamalukes 
of  Egypt,  In  thefe  memorable  crufades,  a  fleet 
and  aripy  of  French  and  Venetians  were  diverted 
from  Syria  tp  the  Thracian  Bofphorus :  they  af- 
faulted  the  capital,  they  fubverted  the  Greek  mo- 
narchy :  and  a  dynafly  of  Latin  princes  was  fcated 
near  threefcore  years  on  the  throne  of  Conftantinc. 
Vni.  The  Greeks  themfelves,  during  this  perfod 
of  captivity  and  exile,  muft  be  confidcred  as  a  fo- 
reign nation;  the  enemies,  and  again  the  fove- 
feigps,  of  Conftantinoplet  Misfortune  had  re-r 
kindled  a  fpark  of  national  virtue ;  and  the  Impcr 
Hal  ferics'  m^y  pe  continued  with  fome  dignity 
from  their  reftoration  to  the  Tur|ufh  conqueft, 
IX.  The  Moguls  and  Tartars.  By  the  ?irm5 
of  Zingis  and  his  defcejidants,  the  globe  was 
Ihaken  from  China  to  Poland  and  Greece ;  the  ful- 
tans  were  overthrown :  the  caliphs  fell,  and  the ' 
Caefars  trembled  on  (heir  thrpne.  The  viftories 
p{  Timpur  fufpended  above  fifty  years  the  final 
ruii^  of  the  Byzantine  empire,  a.  I  have  already 
ipoticed  thd  firft  iappea|^nce  pf  the  Turks,  and 
the  names  of  th^  fathers,  of  Seljuk  and  Othman^ 
difcriminate  the  two  fucceflive  dynafties  of  the  na- 
tion, which  emerged  in  the  eleventh  century  from 
the  Scythian  wildemefs.  The  former  eftabliflied  a 
potent  and  fplendid  kingdPm  from  the  banks  of  the 
Oxus  to  Antioch  and  Nice ;  and  the  firft  crufade  was 
provoked  by  the  viphtion  of'Jerdfalem  and  the 
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danger  of  Conftantinople.  From  an  |iumble  on-  ^LVin* 
gin,  the  Ottomans  arofc,  the  fcourge  and  terror  of 
Chriftendom.  Conftantinople  was  befieged  «nd 
taken  by  Mahomet  II.  and  his  triumph  annihilates 
the  remnant,  the  image,  the  title  of  the  Roman 
empire  in  the  Eaft.  The  fchifm  bf  th^  Greeks 
will  be  conneQed  with  their  laft  calamities,  and  th^ 
reftoration  of  learning  in  the  Weftem  world.  X 
fhall  fetum  from  the  captivity  of  the  new,  to  the 
ruins  of  ancient  Rome:  and  the  venerable  name, 
the  interefting  theme,  will  Ihed  ^  ray  of  glory  on 
the  conelufion  of  my  labours. 


THE  emperor  Heraclius  had  punilhed  a  tyrant   Second 
and  afcended  his  throne  j  and  the  memory  cf  his   aruTdeaUi 
reign  is  perpetuated  by  the  tranfient  conqueft,  and  %^^ 
irreparable  lofs,  of  the  Eiftem  provinces.    After  ^ 
the  death  bf  Eudocia,  his  firft  wife,  he  difobeyed 
the  patriarch,  and  violated  the  laws,  by  his  fecond 
marriage  with  his  niece  Martina;  and  the  fupei^. 
ftition  of  the  Greeks  beheld  the  judgment  of  hea- 
ven in  the  difeafes  of  the  father  and  the^  deformity 
of  hi$  offspring.     But  the  opinion  of  an  illegitimate 
birth  is  fufBcient  to  diftraft  the  chbice,  and  loofen 
the  obedience,    of  the  people  i    the  ambition  of 
Martina  was  quickened  by  maternal  love,  and  per- 
l^aps  by  the  envy  of  a  ftep-mother  j  and  the  aged 
hulband  was  too  feeble  to  withftand  the  arts  of 
conjugal  allurements.     Conftantine,  his  eldeft  fon, 
enjoyed  in  a  mature  age  the  title  of  Auguftus ;  but 
tb^  weakpefs  of  his  conftitution  require  a  col- 
league 
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^711^"  ^^^  ^^  ^  guardian,  an4  he  yielded  with  fecrcj: 
v_.,P^,^„  y  rf  Iu^*iu:e  to  the  paj'tition  of  the  empire.  The  fe- 
A.  D.  638,  jjnijg  ^j^^  (nmmojied  to  the  palaqe  to  ratify  or  at- 

♦  t«ft  the  '^flbciation    of   H^r^clepnas,    the  foa  of 

M&rtin^ ;  the  impofition  of  the  4iadein  was  confer 
cnted  by  the  prayer  iind  bfeffijag  of  th§  p^trijirch  j 
the  fenators  and  patricians  adpfed  the  majefty  of 
the  great  ^mp^ror  and  the  pavtnerf  of  Jus  reign ; 
3ild  0S  foon  aa  the  doprs  were  thrown  open,  tbey 
were  hailed  by  the  tumultuary  but  iijippirtai^t  voice 
A.D.639,  of  the  foldiers.  After  an  interval  of  five  mo0atb&, 
January,  ^j^^  pompoiis  cercmonies.  ^hich  fof  med  t}?ie  effence 
of  the  Byzantine  Hate  were  celebrated  in  the  ca» 
thedral  and  the  hippodfOHie :  the  concord  of  the 
royal   brothers    was   aflfededly    difplayed    by   the 

youngs  leaning  on  the  jtrra  of  the  eld^^s   and 

jfep  mm§  ef  Mardna  w^s  ^ngle4  in  tfee  reiy6}:ap|: 

-  '  pr  Ypnd  acd^B^tioBS  iof  the  peopfe.     Jleracljiup 

AD.  641,  ffjifvived  %hk  ^cj^ti^n  aboi^t  two  y^ars :  hk  teft 

"'  ^  ^t^ftjflipny  j(fccj|gred  im  twQ  lpn«  tfoe  eq^al  heirs  of 

the  EaiUra  ep^pire^  and  co.mvianded  them  to  hor- 

JKwr  hfe  widow  MftrtinSL  ag  jjj^r  motjier ,  and  tl^d^ 

Conftan-      '  When  Mstfim  firft  jappfiared  on  the  throne  wijth 

a" D.  641,  da*  Mtpe  ajud  attributes  of  royalty,  ihe  wsw  checjsr 

February.    ^  by  51  fir«,  tihpu^  j3efpeG:ful,  ic^pppfiti^j  .^n(i 

^e  dying  embers  of  fceefdom  were  kiwll§d  i>y  ifee 

fereajfe    of  iuperftitious  prjgudice.      **  W^  rey,e- 

rjencV  excteicaed  die  voice  of  jkjcfeben^  "?J^P 

r^erenf  e  ttie  mother  of  ojir  p?iac^ ;    Wt    ^ 

^*  th<?ie  princes  ^kwe  oitr  ofeediwc^  i$  due ;  ^ 

^^  Ckajilantipie^  th^  cjldex  en^peropr,  is  of  an  age 

**  to  iuftahi,  in  his. own  hands,  the  wcigfet  of  ihc 

'*  fceptre. 
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«*  fceptre.  Your  fex  is  excluded  by  nature  from  ^^\F{ 
**  the  toils  of  government.  How  could  you  com-  ^  ^-„^ 
**  bat,  how  could  you  anfwer,  the  Barbarians,  who, 
**  with  hoftile  or  friexuliy  intentions,  may  approach 
**  the  royal  city  ?  May  heaven  avert  from  the  Ro- 
^  man  repid)lic  this  national  difgrace,  which  would 
**  provoke  the  patience  of  the  flaves  of  Perfia.'* 
Martina  defcended  from  the  throne  with  indigna* 
don,  and  fought  a  refuge  in  the  fonale  apart- 
ment of  the  palace.  The  reign  of  Confbntine  the 
third  lafted  only  one  hundred  and  three  days :  he 
expired  in  the  thirtiedi  year  of  his  age,  and,  although 
his  life  had  been  a  long  malady,  a  belief  was  enter- 
tained that  poifon  had  been  the  means,  and  his 
cruel  ftep-mother  the  author,  of  his  imdmely 
fete.  Martina  reaped  indeed  tl^e  harvcft  of  his  Heracic. 
dieath,  and  aflumed  the  government  in  the  name  a!  0.641 
of  the  furviving  emperor;  but  the  inceftuous  May 25. 
widow  of  Heraclius  was  univerfally  abhorred ;  the 
jealoufy  of  die  people  was  awakened,  and  the  two 
orphans  whom  Conftantine  had  left,  became  the 
objeds  of  the  public  cafe.  It  was  in  vain  that  the 
fon  of  Martina,  who  was  no  more  than  fifteen 
years  of  age,  was  taught  to  declare  himfelf  the 
guardian  of  his  nepKews,  one  of  whom  he  had 
prefented  at  the  baptifmal  font  r  it  was  in  vain 
that  he  Iwore  on  the  wood  of  the  true  crofs,  to  de- 
fend them  agamil  all  their  enemies.  On  his  death- 
bed, the  late  emperor  difpatched  a  truily  fer- 
vant  to  arm  the  troops  and  provinces  of  the  Eafl:  in 
the  defence  of  his  helplefs  children :  the  eloquence  * 
-and  Kberality  of  Valentin  had  been  fuccefsful,  and 
pom  his  camp  of  Chalcedon,  Im  boldly  demanded 

the 
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^H  A  P.   the  punifhment  of  the  affaffing,  and  the  reftoration 


of  the  lawful  heir.      The  licence  of  the  foldiert 

.who  devoured  the  grapes  and  drank  the  wine  of 

their  Afiatic  vineyards,  provoked  the  citizens  of 

Conftantinople  againft  the  domeftic  authors  of  theil: 

'calamities,  and  the  dome  of  St.  Sophia  re-echoed, 

not  with  prayers  and  hymns,  but  with  the  clamours 

and   imprecations   of  an  enraged  multitude.     At 

tlmr  imperious  command,  Heracleonas  appeared 

in  the  pulpit  with  the  eldeft'  of  the  royal  orphans; 

Conftans  alone  was  faluted  as  emperor  of  the  Ro^ 

.mans,  and  a  crown  of  gold,  which  had  been  taken 

-from  the  tomb  of  Heraclius,  was  placed  on  his 

'head,  with  the  folemn  benedidion  of  the  patriarch. 

♦        ^ But  in   the.  tumult  of  joy  and  indignation,  the 

church  was  pilkged,    the  fanftuary  vras  polluted 

by  a  promifcuous  crowd,  of  Jews  and  Barbarians  $ 

'    »        and  the   Monothelite  Pyrrhns,  a  creature  of  the 

'  emprefs,  after  dropping  a  proteftation  on  the  altar, 

•  efcapedby  a  prudent  flight  from  the  zeal  of  the 

'  Catholics.     A  more  ferious  and  bloody  talk  was 

referved  for  the  fenate,  wl^o  derived  a  tpn^pbrary 

ftrengthi  froni  the  confenjt   of    the;  foldiers  and 

people.      The  fpirjt  of  Roman  freedom  revived 

the. ancient  and  a\vful  examples  of  the  judgment  of 

tyr^mts,  an4  the  Imperial  culprits  were  depofed 

and.  condemned  as  the  authors  of  the  death  of  Con- 

P«ni(h.       ftantine.     Bpt  the  feverity  of  the  confcript  fathers 

jyiartma      was  ftain^d  by   the  indifcripinate  puniihment  of 

ciconar**  the  innocent  and  the  guilty;  Ttl^rtina  ^d  Hera- 

A.D.  64»>  .cleonas  w:ere  fentanced   to  the   imputation,    thp 

^^,     "     former  of  her  tongue,  the  latter  of  his  nofe  ;  and 

,after  this  cruel  execution,  they,  -confumed  the  r&- 

mainder 
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mainder  of  their  days  in  exile  and  oblivion.    "The    ^?A^* 
Greeks  who  were  capable  of  refleftion  might  find    ^  p-^  J^ 
fome  confplation  for  their  fervitude,  by  obferving 
the  abufe  of  power  when  it  was  lodged  for  a  mo- 
mcnt  in  the  hands  of  an  ariftocracy. 

We  fhall    imagine    ourfelves   tranfported    five    *"onftans 
hundred  years  backwards  to  the  age  of  the  Anto-    641,  Sep- 
nines,  if  we  liften  to  the  oration  which  Conftans   ^«^°^^cr. 
11.  pronounced  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his  age  be- 
fore  the  Byzantine   fenate.     After  returning    his 
thanks  for  the  juft  punifhmcnt  of  the  affaiGns  who 
had  intercepted    the   faireft  hopes  of  his  fatlier's 
reign,      "  By   the  di\dne   providence,*'    faid  the 
young  emperor,    and   by  *  your  righteous  decree, 
*^  Martina  and  her  inceftuous  progeny  have  been 
"  caft  headlong  from  the  throne.     Your  majefty  ' 

**  and  wifdom  have  prevented  the  Roman  ftate 
.*'  from  degenerating  into  lawlefs  tyranny.  I  thcre- 
^^  fore  exhort  and  befeech  you  to  ftand  forth  as  the 
*^  counfellors  and  judges  of  the  common  fafety." 
The  fenators  were  gratified  by  the  refpedful  ad^ 
drefs  and  liberal  donative  of  their  fovereign ;  but 
thefe  fervile  Greeks  were  unworthy  and  r^ardlefe 
of  freedom ;  and  in  his  mind,  the  leffon  of  an  hour 
was  quickly  crazed  by  the  prejudices  of  the  age 
'  and  the  habits  of  defpotifm.  He  retained  only  a 
jealous  fear  left  the  fenate  or  people  fhould  one 
day  invade  the  right  of  primogeniture,  and  feat 
his  brother  Theodofius  on  an  equal  throne.  .  By 
the  impofition  of  holy  orders,  the  grandfon  ^f  He- 
.raclius  was  difqualified  for  the  purple ;  bpt  this  ce- 
temony,  which  feenvsd  to  profane  the  facraments 

of 
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xifviif '   ^  ^^  church;  was  itifiifficient  to  appeafe  the  fuf- 
jMcions  of  the  tyrant,  and  the  death  of  the  deacon 
Theodoftus  could  alone  expiate  the  crime  of  hk 
royal  birth.     His  murdef  was  avMged  by  the  im- 
precations of  the  people,  and  the  a^afGn,  in  the 
folntfs  <rf  power,  was  driven  from  his  capital ,  iiito 
voluntary  and  perpetual  exile.     Conftans  embark:^ 
cd  for  Greece ;  and,  as  if  he  meant  to  retort  the 
abhorrence  which  he  deferved,  he  is  faid,  from  the 
Imperial  galley,  to   have  fpit  againfl  the  walls  oi 
his  native  city.   After  paiSng  the  winter  at  Athens^ 
he  failed  to  Tarentum  in  Italy,  vifited  Rome,  and 
concluded  a  long  pilgrimage  of  difgrace  and  facri- 
legipus  rapine,  by  fixing  his  relidenge  at  Syracufe. 
But  if  Conftans  could  fly  from  his  people,  he  could 
tkot  fly  from  himfelf.  The  remorfc  of  his  izonfcknce 
created  a  phantom  who  purfued  him  by  land  and 
fea,  by  day  and  by  night ;  and  the  vifiooary  Theo- 
doHus,  presenting  to  his  lips  a  cup  of  blood,  faidy 
or  feemed  to  fey,   "Drink,  brother^  drink;"  a 
fave  embl^n  of  die  aggravation  of  his  guilt,  fince 
he  had  received  from  the  hands  of  the  deacon*  the 
myftic.cup  of  the  blood  of  Chrift.     Odious  to 
himielf  and  to  mankind^  Gcoiftans  perifiied  by  do* 
•medic,  perhaps  by  epifcopal,  tre^on^  in  the  ca^ 
pital  of  Sicily.    A  fervant  who  waited  in  the  h^{ 
after  pouring  warm  water  on  his  head,  ftruok 
violently  with  the  vafe*    He  feU,  ftwmed  by  thft 
blow,   and  fuffocated  by  the  water;  aiid  his  at- 
tendants, who  wondered  at  tlie  tediouMS  delay,  b©» 
held  with  indlffei^ence  the  corpfe  of  their  lifelefs 
femperor.    The  troops  of  Sicjly  invefted  with  the 

purjJle 
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purple  an  obfcure  youth,  whofe  immitable  beauty   ^Lv^^f ' 

eluded^  and  it  might  esdiiy  dude,  the  dcdioing   ^_-j-/^ 
art  of  the  painters  and  fculptors  of  the  age. 

Conftaas  had  left  in  the  Byzantine  palace  three  Conftan. 
Tons,  the  ^Jdeft  of  vrhom  had  been  clothed  in  Im   pogwa- 
iiifancy  with  the  purple.    When  the  father  fum-  ^»»»  ^^^ 
mohed  them  to  atti^id  his  perfon  in  Sicily,  thefe   septcm-  * 
precious  hoftages  were  detsdned  by  the  Greeks,       ' 
and  a  firm  refufol  informed  him  that  they  were  the 
children  of  the  ftate.     The  news  of  his  murder  was 
conveyed  with  almoft  fupcrnatural  fpeed  from  Sy- 
racufe  to  Conftantinople ;    and   Conftantmej    the 
ddeft  of  his  fofes,  inherited  his  throne  ^^ithout  be- 
feig  the  heir  of  the  pubKc  hatred.     His  fubjedh 
c(*trft>uted,  with  zeal  and  alaciity,  to  chaftife  the 
gyflt  and  prefimiption  of  a  province  which  had 
ufiirped  the  rights  of  the  fenate  and  peopfe ;  the 
yeiuftg  empefor  failed  from  the  HeHefpont  with  a 
J>6werfril  fleet;  and  tfee  legions  of  Rome  and  Car- 
thage wet*e  aflen^ed  tmder  his  ftandard  in  the 
harbour  of  Syrac^ife.    l%e  defeat  of  the  Sicilian 
tyraiit  was  eafy,  his  ptmHhment  juft,  and  his  beau- 
teous herf  was  cxpofed  in  *hc  li^podiDme :  btit  I 
'^Btonot  applaud  fee  clemency  of  a  prince,  who, 
'fiSnong  a'<*€^d  of  vi&ims,  condemned  the  fon  xxf 
-a  patrician,  for  deploring  with  fome  bittemefs  the      ' 
^ecufion  <tf  a  virtuotis  father.    The  youth  was 
caftrated :  he  fumred  ihe  operation,  tod  the  me- 
Xftory  of  this  indecent  cruehy  is  preferved  "by  the 
elevation  of  *Germa!mis  to  theTarftc  of  a  patriarch 
and  feint.    Aifter  pouring  <his  Moody  libation  on 
"his  fethtt-'fe  -tonnib,  'Conftantitie  returned  to  Ilis  ca- 
pital, and  the  -growth  of  his  young  beard  during 

the 
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c  H  A  1^.   tthe  Sfcilian  voyage^  ^s  aiinounced  by  the  familial^ 
furnaxne;  of  Pogonatus,  to  the  Grecian  world.     But 
his  reign,  like  that  of  his  predeceffor,^  was  ftained 
with  fraternal  difcord.      On  his  two  brothers,  He- 
jaclius  and  Tiberius,  he  had  beftowed  the  title  of 
Auguftus :  an  empty  title,  for  they  continued  to 
languilh  without  truft  or*  power  ia  the  folitu^e  of" 
the  palace.     At  their  fecret  inftigation,  the  troope 
of  the  Anatolian  thewox  province  approached  the 
xity  on  the  Afiatic  fide,   demanded  fof  the  royal 
.brothers,  the  partition  or  qjcerclfe  of  fovereignty^ 
.and  luj^rted  their  feditious  claim  by  ^  theologi- 
,caj[  argument;*.     They  were  Chriftians  (they  cried), 
and  orthodox  Catholics :  the  fmcere  votaries  of  the 
holy  and  undivided  Trinity.     Since  there  are  thr^c 
equal  perfons  in  heaven,    it  is   r^afonable   there 
ihould  be  thr^e  e^qual  perfons  upon' earth.      The 
emperor  invited  thefe  learned  divines  to  a  friendly 
,  conference,  in  which  they  might  propofe  their  argu- 
ments to  the  fenate :  they  obeyed  the  fummons,  but 
the  profped  of  their  bodies  hanging  on  the  gibbet 
in  the  fuburb  of  Galata,  reconciled  their  compani- 
on^ to  the  unity  of  the  reign  of  Conftantine.    He 
pardoned  his  brothers,  and  their  names  were  ftill 
pifonounced  in  the  public  acclamations :    but  on 
.  the  repetition  or  fufpicion  of  a  fimilar  offence,  the 
obnoxious  princes  were  deprived  of  their  titles  and 
,  nofes,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Catholic  bifhops  who 
.were  affembled  at  Conftantinople  in  the  fixth  ge- 
neral fynod.     In  tl^e  clofe  of  his  life,  Pogonatus 
was  anxious  only  to  eftablilb  the  right  of  primo- 
geniture ;  the  hair  of  his  two  fons,  Juflinian  and 
Heraclius,  was  offered  on  the  fhrine  of  St.  Peter, 

as 
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as  a  fymbol  of  their  fpiritual  adoption  by  the  pope ;  CHAP, 
but  the  eldet  was  alone  exalted  to  the  rank  of  Au- 
guftus  and  the  affurance  of  the  empire. 

After  the  deceafe  of  his  father,  the  inheritance  J"ft»- 

tIt 

of  the  Roman  world  devolved  to  JufGnian  11. ;  and  a.  d.  685, 
the  name  of  a  triumphant  lawgiver  was  diflio-  ^y^^°^" 
noured  by  the  vices  of  a  boy,  who  unitated  his 
namefake  only  in  the  expenfive  luxury  of  building* 
His  paffions  were  ftrong;  his  underftanding  was 
feeble ;  and  he  was  intoxicated  with  a  fooliih  pride^ 
that  his  birth  had  given  him  the  command  of  tnil- 
lions,  of  whom  the  fmalleft  community  would  not 
have  chofen  him  for  their  local  magiftrate.  His 
favourite  minifters  were  two  beings  the  leaft  fuf* 
ceptible  of  human  fympathy,  an  eunuch  and  a 
ihonk ;  to  the  one  he  abandoned  the  palace,  to  the 
t)ther  the  finances ;  the  former  correfted  the  em- 
peror's mother  with  a  fcourge,  the  latter  fufpended, 
the  infolvent  tributaries,  with  their  heads  down- 
wards, over  a  flow  and  fmoaky  fire.  Since  the 
days  of  Commodus  and  Caraealla,  the  cruelty  of 
the  Roman  princes  had  moft  commonly  been  the 
effeft  of  their  fear;  but  Juftinian,  who  pofleffed 
fome  vigour  of  charafter,  enjoyed  the  fuffierings> 
and  braved  the  revenge,  of  his  fubjefts  about  ten 
years,  till  the  meafure  was  fuU^  of  his  crimes  and 
of  their  patience.  In  a  dark  dungeon,  Leontius, 
a  general  of  reputation,  had  groaned  above  three 
years  with  fome  of  the  nobleft  and  moft  deferving 
of  the  patricians :  he  was  fuddenly  drawn  forth  to 
affume  the  govemtiaent  of  Greece ;  and  this  pro- 
motion of  an  injured  man  was  a  mark  of  the  con- 
VoL.  IX.  '       C  tempt 
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^lViii'  ^^^P^  rather  than  of  the  confidence  of  his  prince^ 
As  he  was  followed  to  the  port  by  the  kind  offices 
of  his  friends,  Leontius  obferved  with  a  figh  that 
h^  was  a  viftim  adorned  for  facrifice,  and  that  in- 
evitable death  would  purfue  his  footfteps.  They 
ventured  to  reply,  that  glory  and "  empire  might 
be  'the  recompence  of  a  generous  fefolution ;  that 
every  order  of  men  abhorred  the  reign  of  a  mon- 
fter ;  and  that  the  hands  of  two  hundred  thoufand 
patriots  expeded  only  the  voice  of  a  leaden  The 
night  was  chofen  for  their  delivetance;  and  in  the 
firft  effort  of  the '  confpirz^tors,  the  praefeft  was 
(lain 5. and  the  prifons  were  forced  opent  the  emif- 
faries  of  Leontius  proclaimed  in  every  ftreet, 
•*t  Chriftians,  to  St.  Sophia;''  and  the  feafonable 
t  *xt  of  the  patriarch,  "  this  is  the  day  of  the  Lord  !*' 
was  the  prelude  of  an  inflammatory  fermon.  From 
the  church  the  people  adjourned  to  the  hippo- 
drome*: Juftinian,  in  whofe  caufe  not  a  fword 
had  been  drawn,  was^  dragged  before  thefe  tu- 
multuary judges,  and  their  clamours  demanded 
the  inftant  death  of  the  tyrant.  But  Leontius, 
who  was  already  clothed  with  the  purple,  c^aft 
an  eye  of  pity  on  the  proftrate  fon  of  his  own  bene- 
faftor  and  of  fo  many  emperors..  The  life  qf 
Juftinian  was  fpared ;  the  amputation  of  his  nofe, 
perhaps  of  his  tongue,  was  imperfedly  performed: 
the  happy  {}exibility  of  the  Greek  language  could 
impofe  the  nafp.e  of  Rhinotmetus ;  and  the  muti- 
lated tyrant. was  baniflied  to  Gherfonge  in  Crim- 
1  artary,  a  lonely  fettlement,  where  corn,  wine-^ 
and  oil,  were  imported  as  fdreign  luxuries.  '    * 

^  •   On . 
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On  the  edge  of  the  Scythian  wildemefs,  Jufti-  ^^.j* 
nian  ftill  cherifhed  the  pride  of  his  birth  and  the  ^_,-^-  ^ 
hope  of  ^his  reftoration.  After  three  years  exile,  ^'a^*^' 
he  received  the  pleafing  intelligence  that  his  injury  695—705. 
v^^s  avenged  by  a  fecond  revolution,  and  that  Le- 
ontius  in  his  turn  had  been  dethroned  and  muti- 
lated by  the  rebel  Apfimar,  who  affuiped  the  more 
refpeftable  name  of  Tiberius.  But  the  claim  qf 
lineal  fucceflion  was  ftill  formidable  to  a  plebeian 
ufurper ;  and  .his  jealoufy  was  ftimulated  by  the 
complaints  and  charges  of  the  Cherfonites,  who 
beheld  the  vices  of  the  tyrant  in  the  fpirit  of  the 
exile.  With  a  band  of  followers,  attached  to  his 
perfon  by  common  hope  or  common  defpair,  Jufti- 
nian  fled  from  the  inhofpitable  fhore  to  the 
hord  of  the  Chozars,  who  pitched  their  tents  be- 
tween the  Tanais  and  Boryfihenes.  The  khan 
entertained  with  pity  and  refped  the  royal  fuppli- 
ant :  Phanagoria,  once  an  opulent  city,  on  the  • 
Afiatic  fide  of  the  lake  Moeotis,  was  ailigned  for 
his  refidence ;  and  every  Roman  prejudice  was 
ftifled  in  his  marriage  with  the  fifter  of  the  Bar- 
barian, who  feems,  however,  from  the  name  of 
Theodora,  to  have  received  the  facrament  of  bap- 
tifm.  Bat  the  faithlefs  Chozar  was  foon  tempted 
by  the  gold  of  Conftantinople ;  and  had  not  the 
defign  been  revealed  by  the  conjugal  love  of 
Theodora,  he);  huft)and  muft  have  been  affaffinat- 
cd,  or  betrayed  into  the  power  of  his  enemies. 
After  ftrangling,  with  his  own  hands,  the  two 
emiflaries  of  the  khan,  Juftinian  fent  back  his. wife 
to  hen  brother,  and  embarked  on  the  Euxine  in 
fearch  of  new  and  more  faithful  allies.     His  veffel 
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CHAP,  was  affaulted  by  a  violent  tempeft;  and  one  of 
his  pious  companions  advifed  him  to  defenx  the 
"mercy  of  God  by  a  vow  of  general  forgivenefs, 
if  he  ifhould  be  reftored  to  tlie  throne/  "  Of  for- 
**  givendTs  ?'*  replied  the  intrepid  tyrant ;  ''  may 
*'  I  perifti  this  inllant — may  the  Almighty  whelm 
**  me  in  the  waves-r-if  I  confent  to  fpare  a  fingle 
^'  head  of  my  enemies  !**  He  furvived  this  im- 
jpious  menace,  failed  into  the  mouth  of  the  Da- 
ntibfe,  trufted  his  perfon  in  the  royal  village  of 
the  Bulgarians,  and  purchafed  the  aid  of  Terbelis, 
it  Pigan  conqueror,  by  ithe  promife  of  his  daughter 
ajid  a  fair  partition  of  the  treafures  of  the  empire. 
The  Bulgarian  kingdom  extended  to  the  confines 
of  Thratce  ;  and  the  two  princes  befieged  Conftan- 
tinople  at  the  head  of  fifteen  thoufand  horfe.  Ap- 
fimar  was  difmayed  by  the  fudden  and  hoftile  ap- 
.  paritioii  of  his  rival,  whofe  head  had  been  pro- 
mifcd  by  the  Chozar,  and  of  whofe  evafion  he  was 
yet  ignorant.  After  an  abfence  of  ten  years,  the 
crimes  of  Juftiriian  were  faintly  remembered,  and 
the  biith  and  misfortunes  of  their  hereditary  fove- 
rdgn  excited  the  pity  of  the  multitude,  ever  difcon/- 
tented  t^ith  the  ruling  powers ;  and  by  the  aftive 
diligence  of  his  adherents  he  was  introduced  into  the 
city  and  palace  of  Conftantine- 

Hisrefto-  In  rewarding  his  allies  and  recalling  his  wife, 
SuT,  ^''^  Juftinian  difplayed  fom^  fenfe  of  honour  and  gra- 
A  D.^  titude ;  and  Terbelis  retired,  after  fweeping  away 
an  Heap  of  gold  coin,  which  he  meafured  with  his 
Scythiaa  whip.  But  nevet\was  vow  tnore  refi- 
gioufly  performed  than  the  facfed  oath  -of  •jreveihge 
which  he  had  fworn  amidft  the  ftorins  of  theEuxine» 
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The  two  ufurpers,  for  I  muft  referve  the  name  CHAP. 
of  tyrant  for  the  conqueror,  were  dragged  into 
the  hippodrome,  the  one  from  his  prifon,  the 
other  from* his  palace.  Before  their  execution, 
Leontius  and  Apfimar  were  caft  proftrate  in 
chains  beneath  the  throne  of  the  emperor;  and 
Juftinian,  planting  a  foot  on  each  of  their  necks, 
contemplated  above  an  hour  the  chariot-race,  while 
the  inconftant  people  fhouted,  in  the  Word«  of  the 
Pfalmift,  "Thou  fhalt  trample  on  the  afp  and 
"  bafilifk,  and  on  the  lion  and  dragon  (bait  thou  fet 
**  thy  foot!**  The  univerfal  defedion  which  he 
had  once  experienced  might  provoke  him  to  re- 
peat the  wifh  of  Caligula,  that  the  Roman  people 
had  but  one  head.  Yet  I  fhall  prefume  to  obferve, 
that  fuch  a  wifh  is  unworthy  of  an  ingenious  ty- 
rant, fince  his  revenge  and  cruelty  would  have 
been  extinguifhed  by  a  fmgle  blow,  inftead  of  the 
flow  variety  of  tortures  which  Juftinian  inflified 
on  the  vidims  of  his  anger.  His  pleafures  were 
inexhauftible :  neither  private  virtue  nor  public 
fervice  could  expiate  the  guilt  of  aftive,  or  even 
paffive,  obedience  to  an  eftablifhcd  government ; 
and  during  the  fix  years  of  his  new  reign,  he  con- 
fidered  the  axe,  the  cord,  and  the  rack,  as  the 
only  inftruments  of  royalty.  But  his  moft  impla- 
cable hatred  was  pointed  againft  the  Cherfonites, 
who  had  infulted  his  exile  and  Violated  the  laws  of 
hofpitality.  Their  remote  fituation  afforded  fome 
means  of  defence,  or  at  leaft  of  efcape;  and  a 
grievous  tax  was  impofed  on  Conftantinople,  to 
fupply  the  preparations  of  a  fleet  and  army.  "  All 
*'  are  guilty,  and  all  muft  perilh,*'  was  the  man- 
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XLvnf*  ^^^  ^^  Juftinian ;  and  the  bloody  execution  was 
entrufted  to  his  favourite  Stephen,  who  was  recom- 
mended by  the  epithet  of  the  favage^  Yet  even 
the  favage  Stephen  imperfeftly  accomplifhed  the 
intentions  of  his  fovereign.  The  flownefs  of  his  at- 
tack allowed  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  to 
withdraw  into  the  country  ;  and  the  minifter  of 
vengeance  contented,  himfelf  with  reducing  the 
youth  of  both  fexes  to  a  ftate  of  fervitude,  with 
roafling  alive  feven  of  the  principal  citizens,  with 
drowning  twenty  in  the  fea,  and  with  referving 
forty-two  In  chains  to  receive  their  doom  from 
the  mouth  of  the  emperor.  In  their  return,  the 
fleet  was  driven  on  the  rocky  fiiores  of  Anatolia ; 
and  Juftinian  applauded  the  obedience  of  the  Eux- 
ine,  which  had  involved  fo  many  thoufands  of  his 
fubjefts  and  enemies  in  a  common  fliipwreck :  but 
the  tyrant  was  ftill  infatiate  of  blood ;  and  a  fe- 
cond  expedition  was  commanded  to  extirpate  th« 
remains  of  the  profcribed  colony.  In  the  fhort  in- 
terval, the  Cherfonites  had  returned  to  their  city, 
and  were  prepared  to  die  in  arms  ;  the  khan  of 
the  Chozars  had  renounced  the  caufe  of  his  odious 
brother;  the  exiles  of  every  province  were  af- 
fembled  in  Tauris  j  and  Bardanes,  under  the 
name  of  Philippicus,  was  inverted  with  the  purple. 
The  Imperial  troops,  unwilling  and  tmahJc  to 
perpetrate  the  revenge  of  Juftinian,  efcaped  his 
difplealure  by  abjuring  his  allegiance :  the  fleet, 
under  their  new  fovereign,  fteered  back  a  more 
SLuibigious  courfe  to  the  harbours  of  Sinope/and 
Conftantinople ;  and  every  tongue  was  prompt  to 
pronounce,  every  hand  to  execute,  the  death  pf 
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the  tyrant.  Deftitute  of  friends,  he  was  deferted  ^Jl^^X' 
by  his  Barbarian  guards ;  and  the  ftroke  of  the  \s-^-v-^ 
aflaffin  was  praifed  as  an  aft  of  patriotifm  and  Ro- 
man virtue.  His  fon  Tiberius  had  taken  refuge 
in  a  church;  his  aged  grandmother  guarded  the 
door  ;  and  the  innocent  youth,  fufpending  round 
his  neck  the  moft  formidable  relics,  embraced  with 
one  hand  the  altar,  with  the  other  the  wood  of 
the  true  crofs.  But  the  popular  fury  that  dares 
to  trample  on  fuperftition,  is  deaf  to  the  cries  of 
humanity ;  and  the  race  of  HeracHus  was  extin- 
guiflied  after  a  reign  of  one  hundred  years. 

Between  the  fall  of  the  Heraclian  and  the  rife  of  Phllipp-- 
the  Ifaurian  dynafty,  a  fiiort  interval  of  fix  years  is  a^.'d.  7ir 
divided  into  three  reigns.  Bardanes,  or  Philip-  December.^ 
picus,  was  hailed  at  Conftantinople  as  an  hero  who 
had  delivered  his  country  from  a  tyrant;  and  he 
might  tafte  fome  moments  of  happinefs  in  the  firft 
tranfports  of  fmcere  and  univerfal  joy.  Juftinian 
had  left  behind  him  an  ample  treafure,  the  fruit  of 
cruelty  and  rapine :  but  this  ufeful  fund  was  foon 
and  idly  diffipated  by  his  fucccffor.  On  the  fef- 
tival  of  his  birth-day,  Philipplcus  entertained  the 
multitude  with  the  games  of  the  hippodrome ;  from 
thence  he  paraded  through  the  ftreets  with  a  thou- 
fend  banners  and  a-  thoufand  trumpets ;  refrefhed 
himfelf  in  the  baths  of  Zeuxippus,  and,  returning 
to  the  palace,  entertained  hts  nobles  with  a  fump- 
tuous  banquet.  At  tlie  meridian  hour  he  with-- 
drew  to  his  chamber,  intoxicated  with  flattery  and 
wine,  and  forgetful  that  his  example  had  made 
every  fubjeft  ambitfous,  and  that  every  ambitious 
fubject   was   his  fecret  enemy.     Some  bold   con- 
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^Lviii^'  fpifators  introduced  themfelves  in  the  diforder  of 
v-g^-v^^-^  the  feaft;  and  the  flumbering  monarch  was  fur* 
prifed,   bound,  blinded,   and  depofed,   before  he 
fi  "s*?i '       ^^^  fenfible  of  his  danger.     Yet  the  traitors  were 
A  D.  7x3,   deprived  of  their  reward ;  and  the  free  voice  of 
June  4.       ^^  fenate  and  people  promoted  Artemius  from 
the  office  of  fecretary  to  that  of  emperor :  he  af- 
fii^ed  the  title  of  Anaftafius  the  fecond,  and  dif- 
played  in  a  fhort  and  troubled  reign  the  virtues 
botn  of  peace  and  war.     But,  after  the  extindion 
of  the  Imperial  line,  the  rule  of  obedience  was 
violated,  and  every  change  difFufed  the  feeds  of 
jiew  revolutions.      In   a  mutiny  of  the  fleet,  an 
obfcure  and  rehidant  officer  of  the  revenue  was 
forcibly    jnvefted    with    the   purple :    after  fome 
jnonths  of  a  naval  war,   Anaftafius   rdfigned  the 
Theodo-     fceptre  ;  and  the  conqueror,  Theodofius  the  third, 
a!d.*7i6,  fubmitted  in  his' turn  to  the  fuperior  afcendant  of 
jftnuary,     \jto^  the    general  and   emperor  of  the  Oriental 
troops.     His  two   predecefTors  were  pernutted  ta 
embrace   the  ecclefiaftical  profeffion;    the  reftlefs  . 
impatience  of  Anaftafius  tempted  him  to  rilk  and 
to  lofe  his  life  ii;  a  treafonable  enterprife ;  but  the 
laft  days  of  Theodofius  were  honourable  and  fe- 
cure.     The   fingle  fublitae    word,    ^'  health," 
which   he   infcribed   on    his  tomb,  expreflfes  the 
confidence    of  philofophy  or  religion ;    and  the 
famc^  of  his  miracles  was  long  preferved  among 
the  people  of  Ephefus,    This  convenient  fhSlter 
©f  the  church  might  fometimes  impofe  a  leffi3n  of 
clemency ;  but  it  may  be  queftioned  whether  it  i$ 
for  the  public  intereft  to  diroiniih  the  perik  of  un- 
fuccelsful  ambitkmf 

I  have 


OF  THt  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  a$ 

I  have  dwelt  on  the  fell  of  a  tyrant ;  I  fliall  ^^y^^' 
briefly  reprefent  the  founder  of  a  new  dynafty,  v^^-v^^/ 
who  iff  known  to  pofterity  by  the  invcftives  of  ^^^^^^, 
his  enemies,  and  whofe  public  and  private  life  is  rian, 
involved  in  the  ecclefiaftical  ftory  of  the  Icono-  March  15* 
clafts.     Yet  in  fpite  of  the  clamours  of  fuperfti- 
tion,  a  favourable  prejudice  for  the  chara&er  of 
Leo  the  Kaurian,  may  be  reafonably  drawn  from 
the  obfcurity  of  his  birth,  and  the  duration  of  his 
reign. — ^I.  In  an  age  of  maniy  fpirit,  the  profpeft 
of  an  Imperial  reward  would  have  kindled  every 
energy  of  the  mind,  and  produced  a  crowd  of 
competitors  as  deferving  as  they  were  de(irous  to 
reign.     Even   in  the   corruption  and  debility  of 
the   modem  Greeks,  the  elevation  of  a  plebeian 
from  the  laft  to  the  firft  r^nk  of  fociety,  fuppgfes 
fome  qualifications  above  the  level  of  the  multi- 
tude.    He  would  probably  be  ignorant  and  dif- 
4ainfiil  of  fpeculative  fcience ;  and,  in  the  purfuit 
of  fortune,  he  might  abfolve  himfelf  frc^  the  ob^ 
ligations  of  benevolence  and  juftice :   but  to  his 
character  we  may  af<?ribe  the  ufeful  virtues  of  prur 
dence  and  fortitude,  the  knowledge  of  mankind, 
and  the  important  art  of  gaining  their  confidence 
^nd    direding   their    paflions.    It  is  agreed  tha£ 
Leo  was  a  native  of  Ifauria,  and  that  Conon  was 
.  his  primitive  name,    the  miters,  whofe  awkwaid 
Satire  is  praife,  deforibe  hiiii  as  an  itinerant  pedlar, 
who  drove  an  afs  with  fome  paltry  merchandife  to 
the  country  fairs  ;  and  fboliihly  relate  that  he  met 
on  the  rpad  fome  Jewifh  fortune-tellers,  who  pro- 
jsoifed  him  the  Rpman  empire,  on  condition  that 
Jie  ihpuld  a)7pUih  th^  worihip  of  jidol^.    A  vqot^ 
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CHAP,  probable  account  relates  the  migration  of  his  fa^ 
ther  from  Afia  Minor  to  Thrace,  where  he  exer- 
cifed  the  lucrative-  trade  of  a  grazier;  and  he 
mufl  l^ave  acquired  confiderable  wealth,  fince 
the  firft  introduftion  of  his  fon  was  procured  by  a 
fupply  of  five  hundred  flieep  to  the  Imperial 
camp.  His  firft  fcrvice  was  in  the  guards  of 
Juftiniany  where  he  foon  attracted  the  notice,  and 
by  degrees  the  jealoufy,  of  the  tyrant.  His  valour 
and  dexterity  were  confpicuous  in  the  Colchian 
war:  from  Anaftafius  he  received  the  command 
of  the  Anatolian  legions,  and  by  the  fuffrage  of 
the  foldicrs  he  was  raifed  to  the  empire  with  the 
general  applaufe  of  the  Roman  world. — 11.  In 
this  dangerous  elevation,  Leo  the  third  fupported 
himfelf  againft  the  envy  of  his  equals,  the  dif- 
content  of  a  powerful  faftion,  and  the  affaults  of 
his  foreign  and  domeftic  enemies.  The  Ca- 
tholics, who  accufe  his  religious  innovations,  are 
obliged  to  confefs  that  they  were  undertaken  with 
temper  and  conduced  with  firmnefs.  Their 
fiience  refpefts  the  wifdom  of  his  adminiftration' 
and  the  purity  of  his  manners.  After  a  reign  of 
twenty-four  years,  he  peaceably  expired  in  the  pa- 
lace of  Conftantinople ;  and  the  purple  which  he 
had  acquired,  was  tranfmitted  by  the  right  of  in^ 
heritance  to  the  third  generation, 
Confian-  ^  In  a  long  reign  of  thirty-four  years,  the  fon  and 
Copiony.  fucceflbr  of  Leo,  Conftantine  the  fifth,  fumamed 
'J'"^'  ^  Copronymus,  attacked  with  lefs  temperate  zeal  the 
Jiuic  i8.*  '  images  or  idols  of  the  church.  Their  votaries 
have  exhaufted  the  bitternefs  of  religious  gall,  in 
their  poi  trait    of    this  fpotted  panther,  this  anti- 
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chrift,  this  flying  dragon  of  the  ferpent's  feed,  CHAP. 
who  furpaffed  the  vices  of  Elagabalus  and  Nero. 
His  reign  was  a  long  butchery  of  whatever  was 
moft  noble,  or  holy,  or  innocent,  in  his  empire. 
In  perfon,  the  emperor  aflifted  at  the  execution  of 
his  vi£Ums,  furvcyed  their  agonies,  liftened  to 
their  groans,  and  indulged,  without  fatiating,  his 
appetite  for  blood :  a  plate  of  nofes  was  accepte4 
as  a  grateful  offering,  and  his  domeftics  were  often 
fcourged  or  mutilated  by  the  '  royal  hand.  His 
furname  was  derived  from  his  pollution  of  his 
baptifmal  font.  The  ■  infant  might  be  excufed ; 
but  the  mahly  pleafures  of  Copronymus  degraded 
him  below  the  level  of  a  brute  ;  his  luft  con- 
founded the  eternal  diftinctions  of  fex  and  fpecies ; 
and  he  feemed  to  cxtrad  fome  unnatural  delight 
from  the  objefts  moft  offenfive  to  human  fenfe. 
In  his  religion,  the  Iconoclaft  was  an  Heretic,  a 
Jew,  a  Mahometan,  a  Pagan,  and  an  Atheift; 
and  his  belief  of  an  invifible  power  could  be  dif- 
covered  only  in  his  magic  rites,  human  victims, 
and  noftumal  facrifices  to  Venus  and  the  daemons 
of  antiquity.  His  life  was  ftained  with  the  moft 
oppofite  vices,  and  the  ulcere  which  covered  his 
body,  anticipated  before  his  death  the  fentiment  of 
hell-tortures.  Of  thefe  accufations,  which  I  have 
fo  patiently  copied,  a  part  is  refuted  by  its  own 
abfurdity ;  and  in  the  private  anecdotes  of  the  life 
of  princes,  the  lie  is  more  eafy  as  the  deteftion  is 
more  difficult.  Without  adopting  the  pernicious 
maxim,  that  where  much  is  alleged,  fomething 
muft  be  true,  I  can  however  difcern,  that  Con- 
ftantine '  the  fifth  was  diflblute  ^d  cruel.  Ca- 
lumny 
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ScL vl^tf  *  r^"^y  ^s  more  prone  to  exaggerate  th^n  to  inv,cnt ; 
and  her  licentious  tongue  is  checked  in  fome  mea- 
fure  by  the  experience  of  the  age  and  country  to 
which  j(he  appeals.  Of  the  bifhops  and  monks, 
the  generals  and  magiftrates,  who  are  faid  to  have 
fuffpred  under  his  reign,  the  numbers  are  re- 
corded, the  names  were  confpicuous,  the  execu- 
tion was  public,  the  mutilation  vifible  and  per- 
manent* The  Catholics  hated  the  '  perfpn .  and 
[ovemment  of  Copronymus;  but  even  their 
latr^d  is  a  proof  of  their  oppreflion.  They  dif- 
femble  the  provocations  which  might  cxcufe  or 
juftify  his  rigour,  but  even  thefe  provocations  mud 
gradually  inflame  his  refentment,  and  harden  his 
temper  in  the  ufe  or  the  abufe  of  defpotifm.  Yet 
the  charafter  of  the  fifth  Conftantine  was  not 
devoid  of  merit,  nor  did  his  government  always 
deferve  the  curfes  or  the  contempt  of  the  Greeks 
From  the  confeflion  of  his  enemies,  I  am  in- 
formed of  the  reftoration  of  an  ancient  aqueduft, 
of  the  redemption  of  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
captives,  of  the  uncommon  plenty  of  the  times, 
and  of  the'^  new  colonies  with  which  he  repeopled 
Conftantinople  arid  the  Thracian  cities.  They 
reluftantly  praife  his  adtivity  and  courage ;  h^ 
was  on  horfeback  in  the  field  at  the  head  of  his 
legions ;  and,  although  the  fortune  of  his  arms 
was  various,  he  triumphed  by  fea  und  land,  on 
Ae  Euphrates  and  the  Danube,  in  civil  and  Bar- 
barian war#  Heretical  praife  muft  be  caft  into 
the  fcale,  to  counterbalance  *  the  weight  of  or- 
thodox invcdive.  The  Iconoclafts  revered  the 
virtues  of  the  prince :  forty  years  after  his  death, 
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they  ftHl  prayed  before  the  tomb  of  the  faint,  ^  A  ^Pyj j?' 
miraculo\is  vifion  was  propagated  by  fanaticifiti  or  v^^^v^w^ 
fraud  :  and  the  Chriftian  hero  appeared  oh  a  milk- 
white  Heed,  brandifhing  his  lance  againft  the  pagans 
of  Bulgaria:  "  Ah  abfurd  fable,*'  fays  the  Catho- 
lic hiftorian,  *'  fmce  Copfonymus  is  chained  with 
*'  the  daemons  in  the  Wbyfs  of  hell." 

Leo  the  fourth,  the  (on  of  the  fifth  and  the  father  ^^^* 
of  the  fixth  Conftamine,  was  of  a  feeble  conftitu-  Sept.  14.  * 
tion  both  of  mind  aad  body,  and  the  principal 
care  of  his  reign  was  the  fettlement  of  the  fuccef- 
fion.  The  aflbciation  of  the  young  Conftantine 
was  urged  by  the  officious  zeal  of  his  fubjeds ; 
and  the  emperor,  confcious  of  his  decay,  complied, 
after  a  prudent  hefita'tion,  with  their  unanimous 
wifhes.  The  royal  infant,  at  the  age  of  five  years, 
was  crowned  with  his  mother  Irene ;  and  the  na- 
tional corilent  was  ratified  by  every  circumftanc'e 
of  pomp  and  folemnity,  that  could  dazzle  the 
eyes,  or  bind  the  confcience,  of  the  Greeks. 
An  oath  of  fidelity  was  adminiftered  in  the  palace, 
the  church,  and  the  hippodrome,  to  the  feveral 
orders  of  the  ftate,  who  adjured  the  holy  names 
'  of  the  fo'n,  and  mother,  of  God.  *'  Be  witnefs, 
*'  O  Chrift !  that  we  will  watch  over  the  fafety  of 
**  Conftantine  the  fon  of  Leo,  expofe  our  lives  in 
*'  his  fetvice,  and  bear  true  allegiance  to  his  per- 
"  fon  and  pofterity."  They  pledged  their  faith 
on  the  wood  of  the  true  crofs,  and  the  aft  of  their 
engagement  was  depofited  on  the  altar  of  St.  So- 
phia. The  firft  to  fwear,  and  the  firft  to  violate 
their  oath,  were  the  fi^^e  fons  of  Copronymus  by  a 
fecond  marriage ;  and  the  "ftofry  of  theife  ptincds 

is 
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c  HAP.  is  fingular  and  tragic.  ,  The  right  of  primogc-^ 
nitiire  excluded  them  from  the  throne:  the  in- 
juftice  of  their  elder  brother  defrauded  them  of  a 
legacy  of  about  two  millions  fterling ;  fome  vain 
titles  were  not  deemed  a  fufEcient  compenfation 
for  wealth  and  power ;  and  they  repeatedly  con- 
fpired  againft  their  nephew,  before  and  after  the 
death  of  his  father. .  Their  firft  attempt  ^yas  par- 
doned;  for  the  fecond  offence  they  were  con- 
demned to  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate:  and  for  the 
third  treafon,  Nicephorus,  the  eldeft  and  moft 
guilty, .  was  deprived  of  his  eyes,  and  his  four 
brothers,  Chriftopher,  Nicetas,  Anthemeus,  and 
Eudoxas,  were  punifhed,  as  a  milder  fentence,  by 
the  ampjatation  of  their  tongues.  After  five  yeai'S 
confinement:,'  they  efcaped  to  the  church  of  St.  So- 
phia, and  difplayed  a  pathetic  fpeftacle  to  the 
people.'  "  Countrymen  and  Chriflians,''  cried 
Nicephorus  for  himfelf  and  his  mute  brethren^ 
*'  behold  the  fons  of  your  emperor,  if  you  can 
**  ftill  recognize'  our  features  in  this  miferablc 
*'  ftate.  A  life,  an  imperfect  life,  is  ail  that  the 
"  malice  of  our  enemies  has  fpared.  It  is  now 
**  threatened,  and  we  now  throw  ourfelves  on 
**  your  cofnpaflion.**  The  rifing  murmur  might 
have  produced  a  revolution,  had  it  not  been, 
checked  by  the  prefence  of  a  minifter,  who 
footbed  the  unhappy  princes  with  flattery  and 
hppe,  and  gently  drew  them  from  the  fanftuary 
to  the  palace.  They  were  fpeedily  embarked  for 
Greece,  and  Athens  was  allotted  for  the  place  of 
their'  exile.  In  this  calm  retreat,  and  in  their 
.helplefs   condition^   Nicephorus  and  his  brothers 

were 
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were  tormented  by  the  third  of  power,  tod  tempted  C  ll  A  P. 
by  a  Sclavonian  chief,  who  offered  to  break  their  v-^-^^-O 
prifon,  and  to  lead  them  in  arms,  and  in  the 
purple,  to  the  gates  of  Conftantinople.  Bat  the 
Athenian  people,  ever  zealous  in  the  caufe  of  Irene, 
prevented  her  juftice  or  cruelty  ;  and  the  five  fons 
of  Copronymus  were  plunged  in  eternal  darknefs 
and  oblivion. 

For  himfelf,   that  emperor  had  chofen  a  Bar-  Conftan* 
barian  wife,   the   dauo^hter  of    the   khan  of  the  ^^^y^- 

,  ^  ,  «i'Hl  Irene* 

Chozars :    but  in  the   marriage   of  his   heir,   he  A  D.  7«o, 
preferred  an  Athenian  virgin,   an  orphan,  feven-    ^^     " 
teen   years    old,    whofe   fole   fortune   muft   have 
confifted  in   her  perfonal  accomplifliments.     The 
nuptials  of  Leo  and  Irene  were  celebrated  with 
royal  pomp;  fhe  foon  acquired  the  love  and  con- 
fidence of  a  feeble  hufband,  and  in  his  teftament 
he  declared  the  emprefs,  guardian  of  the  Roman 
world,   and    of   their  fon  Conftantine   the  fixth, 
who  was  no  more  than  ten  years  of  age.     During 
his  childhood,  Irene  moft  ably  and  afliduoufly  dif- 
charged,  in  her   public  adminiftration,  the  duties 
of  a  faithful  mother ;  and  her  zeal  in  the  reftora- 
tion  of  images  has  deferved  the  name  and  honours 
of  a  faint,    which  fhe  dill  occupies  in  the  Greek 
calendar.     But  the  emperor  attained  the  maturity 
of  youth ;  the  maternal  yoke  became  more  griev- 
ous ;    and    he    liftened    to   the   favourites  of  his 
own  age^  whp  (hared  his  pleafures,  and  were  am- 
bitious of  ftiaring  his  power.     Their  reafons  con- 
vinced him  of  his  right,  their  praifes  of  his  ability, 
to  reigii;  and  he  confented  to  reward  the  fervices 
of  Irene  by  a  perpetual  banifhnient  to  the  ifle  of 

Sicily. 
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CHAP.  Sicily.  Silt  hef  vigilance  and  penetration  eaiily 
difcohccrtfed  their  ralh  projefts :  a  fimilar,  or  more 
fevere,  punifliment  was  retaliated  on  themfelves 
iand  their  advifei's  ;  and  Irene  infii&ed  on  the  u<i- 
grateful  prince  the  chaftifement  of  a  boy.  After 
this  contieft,  the  mother  and  the  fon  were  atthfe 
head  of  two  domeftic  faftions ;  and,  inftead  of 
mild  influence  and  voluntary  obedience,  flie  held 
m  chains  a  captive  and  an  enemy.  The  emprefs 
was  overthrown  by  the  abufe  of  viftory  ;  the  oath 
of  fidelity  which  fhe  exafted  to  herfelf  alone,  was 
pronounced  with  reluftant  murmurs  ;  and  the  bold 
refufal  of  the  Armenian  guards  encouraged  a  free 
and  general  declaration,  that  Conftantine  the  fixth 
was  the  lawful  emperor  of  the  Romans.  In  thi& 
charafter  he  afcended  his  hereditary  throne^  and 
difmiflfed  Irene  to  a  life  of  folitude  and  repofe. 
But  her  haughty  fpirit  condefcended  to  the  arts  of 
diflimulation :  flie  flattered  the  bifhops  and  eu- 
nuchs,  revived  the  filial  tendernefs  of  the  prince, 
regained  his  confidence,  and  betrayed  his  cre- 
dulity. The  charafter  of  Conftantine  was  not 
deftitute  of  fenfe  or  fpirit ;  but  his  education  had 
been  ftudioufly  negleded ;  and  his  ambitious  mo- 
ther expofed  to  the  public  cenfure  the  vices  whica 
fhe  had  nourifhed,  and  the  adions  which  flie  hu^ 
fecretly  advifed :  his  divorce  and  fecond  marriage 
offended  the  prejudices  of  the  clergy,  and  by  his 
imprudent-  rigour  he  forfeited  the  attachment  of 
the  Armenian  guards.  A  powerful  confpiracy 
Was  formed  for  the  reftoration  of  Irene ;  and  the 
fecret,  though  widely  diffufed,  was  faithfully  kept 
above  eight  months,   till  the  tmperor,  fufpicioUfe 

of 
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of  his  danger,  efcaped  frojn  ConfUndnople,  with    xLvir/* 
the    defigu    of  appealing   to   the  provinces   and 
armies.      By  this   hafty  flight,    the  emprefs   was 
left  on  the  brink  of  the  precipice  ;  yet  before  ihe 
impbred  the  mercy  of  her  fon,  Irene  addrefled  a 
private  epiftle  to  the  friends  whom  ihe  had  placed 
about  his'perfon,  -with  a  menace,  that  unlefs  ihef 
accomplifhed,  Jl:>e    would    reveal,    their    treafon# 
Their  fear  rendered  them  intrepid  ;    they  feized 
the  emperor  on  the  Aliatic    Ihore,   and  he  was 
tranfported  .to  the. porphyry  apartment  of  the  pa^ 
lace,  where  he  had  firil  feen  the  light.     In  the 
mind  of  Irene,   ambition  had  ftifled  every  fenti- 
ment  of  humanity  and  nature ;  and  it  was  decreed 
in  her  bloody  council,  that  Conftantine  fhould  be 
rendered  incapable  of  the  throne :  her  emiffarie3 
aflaulted  the  fleeping  prince,    and   ftabbed  their 
daggers  with  fuch  violence  and  precipitation  into 
jiis  ey^,  gs  if  they  meant  to   execute  a  mortaji 
fentence.     An  ambiguous  paffage  of  Theophanes 
perfuaded  the  annalift  of 'the  church  that  death 
was  the  immediate  confequence  of  .this  barbarous 
execution.     The  Catholics  have  been  deceived  pr 
fubdued  by  the -authority  of  Baronius  ;  and  pro- 
teftant  zeal  has  re-echoed  the  words  of  a  cardinal^, 
defirous,    as  it  ihould  feem,   to    favovu:  the  pa* 
troneli  of  images.      Yet  the  blind  iya  of  Irene 
furvivf d  many  years,  oppreffled  by  the  court  and 
forgptlen  by  jthe  world :  the  iCfauria,n  dynafly  \V9^ 
fileatly  extmguifhed ;    and  the  iftemory  of  Con- 
ftantine was  recaile4  only  by  the  nuptials  of  hi» 
daughter  Euphrofyne  with  the  etnperor  Michael 
tjbie  fecond. 
Vol.  IX.  D  The 
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CHAP.       The   moft  bigdted  orthodoxy  has  jiiftly  exe- 
v^,,^.,^,^  crated  the  unnatural  mother,  who  may  not  eafilv 

f  Irene,        be  paralleled  in  the  hiftory  of  crimes*     To  her 

Auguftjs'.  bloody  deed,  fuperftition  has  attributed  a  fubfe- 
quent  darknefs  of  feventeen  days ;  during  which 
many  veffels  in  mid-day  were  driven  from  their 
courier  as  if  the  fun,  a  globe  of  fire  fo  vaft  and  fo 
remote,  could  fympathife  with  the  atoms  of  a  re- 
volving planet.  On  earth,. the  crime  of  Irene  was 
left  five  years  unpuniflied ;  her  reign  was  crowned 
with  external  fplendour ;  and  if  Ihe  could  filence 

I  the  voice  of  confcience,  fhe  neither  heard  nor  re- 

garded the  reproaches  of  mankind.  The  Roman 
world  bowed  to  the  government  of  a  female ;  and 
as  (he   moved   through  the  ftreets  of  Conftanti- 

i  nople,  the  reixis  of  four  milk-white   deeds'  were 

held  by  as  many  patricians,  who  marched  on  foot 
before  the  golden  chariot  of  their  queen.  But 
thefe  patricians  were  for  the  moft  part  eunuchs  ; 
and  their  black  ingratitude  juftified,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  popular  hatred  and  contempt.  Raifed, 
enriched,  entrufted  with  the  firft  dignities  of  the 
empire,  they  bafely  confpired  againft  their  bene- 
faftrefs :  the  great  trcafurer  Nicephorus  was  fe- 
cretly  inverted  with  thd  purple ;  hel"  fucceflbr  was 
introduced  into  the  palace,  and  crowned  at  St. 
Sophia  by  the  venal  patriarch.  In  their  firft  in- 
terview,- fhe  recapitulated  with  dignity  the  revolu- 
tions of  her  life,  gently  accufed  the  perfidy  of 
Nicephdrus,  ^infinuated  that  he  owed  his  life  to 
her  unTufpicious  clemency,  and,  for  the  throne 
and  treafufes  which  fhe  refigned,  folicited  a  decent 

and 
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and  honourable  retreat.     His  avarice  refiifed  this  c  H  a  P. 
modeft  compehfation  ;  and,  in  her  exile  of  the  ifle    XLvnr. 
of  Lefbos,  the  emprefs  earned  a  fcanty  fubfiftence 
by  the  labours  of  her  diftaff. 

Many  tyrants  have   reigned   undoubtedly  more  Nicepho- 
criniinal  than  Nicephorus,  but  none  perhaps  have  ^^^'  g  ^ 
more  deeply  incurred  the  univerfal  abhorrence  of  oaobcr 
their  people.     His  charafter  was  ftained  with  the  ^^* 
three  odious  vices  of  hypocrify,  ingratitude,  and 
avarice :  his  want  of  virtue  was  not  redeemed  by 
any  fuperior  talents,  nor  his  want  of  talents,  by  any 
pleafing  qualifications.     Unlkilful  and  imfortimate 
in  war,  Nicephorus  was  vanquifhed  Ijy  the  Sara- 
cens, and  flain  by  the  Bulgarians  ;  and  the  advan- 
tage of  his  death  overbalanced,  in  the  public  opi- 
nion, the  deftru<9ion  of  a  Roman  army.     His  fon  staura- 
and  heir  Stauracius  efcaped  from  the  field  with  a  ^'"i  « 

,  ,         .        A-  D.  811, 

mortal  wound :  yet  fix  months  of  an  expiring  life  July  aj. 
were  fufficient  to  refute  his  indecent,  though  po- 
pular declaration,  that  he  Would  in  all  things  avoid 
the  example  of  his  father.  On  the  near  profpeft 
of  his  deceafe,  Michael,  the  great  mafter  of  the 
palace,  and  the  hufband  of  his  fifter  Procopia,  was 
named  by  every  perfon  of  the  palace  and  city, 
except  by  his  envious  brother.  Tenacious  of  a 
fceptre  now  falling  from  his  hand,  he  confpired 
againft  the  life  of  his  fucceffor,  and  cherifhed  the 
idea  of  changing  to  a  democracy  the  Roman  em- 
pire. But  thefe  ra(h  projects  ferved  only  to  ia- 
flame  the  zeal  of  the  people  and  to  'remove  the 
fcruples  of  the  candidate :  j^chael  the  firft  ac- 
cepted the  purple,   and  before  he  funk  into  the 

D  2  g^ve, 
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grave,  the  fon  of  Nicephorus  implored  the  clemency 
of  his  new  fovereign.  Had  Michael  in  an  age  of 
Ehan^abe  P^^^^  afcended  an  hereditary  throne,  he  might  have 
A.p^gi^,  reigned  and  died  the  father  of  his  people:  but  his 
mild  virtues  were  adapted  to  the  fhade  of  private 
life,  nor  was  he  capable  of  controlling  the  ambition 
of  his  equals,  or  of  refifting  the  arms  of  the  vidor 
nous  Bulgarians.  While  his  want  of  ability  and 
fuccefs  expofed  him  fo  the  contempt  of  theTol- 
diers,  the  mafculine  fpirit  of  his  wife  Procopia 
awakened  their  indignation.  Even  the  Greeks  of 
the  ninth  century  were  provoked  by  the  infolence 
of  a  female,  who,  in  the  front  of  the  ftandards, 
prefumed  to  direft  their  difcipline  and  animate 
their  valour  ;  and  their  licentious  clamours  advifed 
the  new  Semiramis  to  reverence  the  majefty  of  a 
Roman  camp.  After  an  imfuccefsfiil  campadgn,  the 
emperor  left,  in  their  winter-quarters  of  Thrace,  a 
difaffeded  army  under  the  command  of  his  ene- 
mies ;  and  their  artful  eloquence  perfuaded  the 
foldiers  to  break  the  dominion  of  the  eunuchs,  to 
degrade  the  hufband  of  Procopia,  and  to  affert  the 
right  of  a  military  eleftion.  They  marched  to- 
wards the  capital :  yet  the  clef gy,  the  fenate,  and 
the  people  of  Conftahtinoplc,  adhered  to  the  caufe 
of  Michael ;  and  the  troops  and  treafures  of  Afia 
might  have  protrafted  the  mifchiefs  of  civil  wsa*. 
But  his  humanity  (by  the  ambitious,  it  will  be 
termed  his  weaknefs)  protefted,  that  not  a  4rop 
of  Chriftian  blood  ih©tfld  be  flied  in  his  quarrel, 
and  his  meffengers  prefented  the  conquerors  with 
the  keys  of  the  city  and  the  palace.    They  were       , 

difarmed 
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difarmed  by  hk  innocence  and  fubmiffion ;  his  life  ^LV^if  • 
and  his  eyes  were  fpared ;  and  the  Imperial  monk  v^r-v^ 
enjoyed  the  comf(nts  of  foljtude  and  religion  above 
thirty-two  years  after  he  had  been  flripped  of  the 
pufple  and  feparated  from  his  wife. 

A  rebel,  in  the  time  of  Nicephorus,  the  famous  LcoV.thc 
and  unfortunate  Bardanes,  had  once  the  curiofity  nianT' 
to  confult   an  Afiatic  prophet,   who,   after   pro-  A  D.Sii, 
gnofticating  his  fall,  announced  the  fortunes  of  his 
three     principal     officers,     Leo     the    Armenian, 
Michael  the  Phrygian,    and  Thomas  the  Cappa- 
dodan,   the  fucceffive  reigns  of  the  two  former, 
the  fruitlefs  and  fatal  enterprife  of  the  third.     This 
predidion  was  verified,    or  rather  was  produced, 
by  the  event.      Ten  years  afterwards,  when   the 
Thracian  camp  rejefted  the  hufband  of  Procopia, 
the  crown  was  prefented  to  the  fame  Leo,  the  firft 
in  military  rank  and  the  fecret  author  of  the  mutiny. 
As  he  afffeaed  to  hefitate,   "  With  this  fword," 
faid  his    companion  Michael,    "  I  will  open  the* 

gates  of  Conflantinople  to  your  Imperial  fway ; 

or  inftantly  plunge  it  into  your  bofom,  if  you 

obftinately  refift  the  juft  delires  of  your  fellow* 
*^  foldiers.^*  The  compliance  of  the  Armenian 
was  rewarded  with  the  empire,  and  he  reigned 
feven  years  and  an  half  under  the  name  of  Leo 
the  fifth.  Educated  in  a  camp,  and  ignorant  both 
of  laws  and  letters,  he  introduced  into  his  civil 
government  the  rigour  and  even  cruelty  of  military 
difcipline ;  but  if  his  feverity  was  fonvetimes  dan- 
gerous to  the  innoctnt,  it  was  always  forjuidable  ' 
to  the  guilty.    His  religious  inconftancy  was  taxed       ^  - 

D  3  by 
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CHAP,  by  the  epithet  of  Chameleon,  but  the  Catholics 
XL VIII.  j^^^g  acknowledged  by  the  voice  of  a  faint  and 
confeffors,  that  the  life  of  the  Iconoclaft  was  ufe- 
ful  to  the  republic.  The  zeal  of  his  companion 
Michael  was  repaid  with  riches,  honours,  and 
military  command ;  and  his  fubordinate  talents 
were  beneficially  employed  in  the  public  fervice. 
Yet  the  Phrygian  was  diffatisfied  at  receiving  as  a 
favour  a  fcanty  portion  of  the  Imperial  prize  which 
he  had  beftowed  on  his  equal ;  and  his  difcontent, 
which  fometimes  evaporated  in  a  hafty  difcourfe,  at 
length  affumed  a  more  threatening  and  hoftile  afpeQ: 
againft  a  prince  whom  he  reprefented  as  a  cruel 
tyrant.  That  tyrant,  however,  repeatedly  detefted, 
warned,  and  difmiffed  the  old  companion  of  his 
arms,  till  fear  and  refentment  prevailed  over  gra«^ 
titude  ;  and  Michael,  after  a  fcrutiny  into  his  aflions 
and  defigns,  was  convifted  of  treafon,  and  fentenced 
to  be  burnt  alive  in  the  furnace  of  the  private 
baths*  The  devout  humanity  of  the  emprefs 
Theophano  was  fatal  to  her  hufband  and  family. 
A  folemn  day,  the  twenty-fifth  of  December^  had 
been  fixed  for  the  execution :  fhe  urged,  that  the 
anniverfary  of  the  Saviour's  birth  would  be  pro- 
faned by  this  inhuman  fpeftacle,  and  Leoconfented 
with  reluftance  to  a  decent  refpite.  But  on  the 
vigil  of  the  feaft,  his  fleeplefs  anxiety  prompted 
him  to  vifit  at  the  dead  of  night  the  chamber  in 
which  his  enemy  was  confined ;  he  beheld  him  re- 
leafed  from  his  chain,  and  ftretched  on  his  gaoler's 
bed  in  a  profound  flumber :  Leo  was  alarmed  at 
thefe  figns  of  fecurity  and  intelligence }  but,  though 

he 
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he  retired  with  filent  fteps^  his  entrance  and  de-  ^?^y  *'• 

parture  were  noticed  by  a  flave  who  lay  concealed 

in  a  comer  of  the  prifon.     Under  the  pretence  of 

requeuing  the  fpiritual  aid  of  a  confeffor,  Michael 

informed  the  confpirators,  that  their  lives  depended 

on  his  difcretion,  and  that  a  few  hours  were  left 

to  affure  their  own  fafety,  by  the  deliverance  of 

their  friend  and  country*     On  the  great  fefUvals, 

a  chofen  band  of  priefts  and  chianters  was  admitted 

into  the  palace  by  a  private  gate  to  fmg  matins  in 

the  chapel ;  and  Leo,  Who  regulated  wth  the  fame 

ftriSnds  the  difcipline  of  the  choir  and    of  the 

camp,  was  feldom  abf^gnt  from  thofe  early  devot- 

tipns*     In  the  ecclefiaftical  habit,  but  wijh  fwords 

Under  their  robes,  the  confpirators  mingled  with 

the  proceflion,  liirked  in  the  angles  of  the  chapel, 

and  expefted,  as  the  fignal  of  murder,  the  intona? . 

tion  of  the  firft  pfalm  by  the  emperor  himfelf.    The 

imperfeft  light,  and  the  uniformity  of  drpfs,  might 

have  favoured  his  efcape,   while  their  aflault  w^s 

pointed  againft  an  harmlefs  prieft ;  but  they  foon 

difcovered  their  miftake,  and  encompaffed  on  all 

fides  the  royal  viQdm.     Without  a  weapon  and 

without  a  friend,  he  grafped  a  weighty  crofs,  and 

flood  at  bay  againft  the  hunters  of  his  life,;  but  a§ 

he  alked  for  mercy,   "  This  is  the  hour,  not  of 

*'  mercy,  but  of  vengeance,'*   was  the  inexorable 

reply.      The  ftroke  of  a  welUaimed  fword  fepa- 

i*ated  from  his  body  the  right  arm  and  the  crofs^ 

and  Leo  the  Armenian  was  flain  at  the  foot  of  the 

altar. 

D  4  A  memo- 
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^H  A  P*       A  memorable  fererfe  of  farttme  vf^t  difplayed 
K.^^"^^^-^  in  Michael  tha  fecond,  ^ho,  from  a  defed  in  his 
the^stfm^*  fpeech,  was  fumamed  the  Stammerer.     He  \;ras 
merer,       fnatched  from  the  fiery  furnace  to  the  fovereignty 
p^^'j*®'  of  an  empire;  and  as  in  the  tumult  a  fmith  could 
not  readily  be  found,  the  fetters  remained  on  his 
Idgs  feveral  hours  after  he  was  feated  on  the  throne 
(rf  the  Caefars,     The  royal  blood  which  had  been 
the  price  of  his  elevation,  was  unprofitably  fpent : 
in  the  purple  he  retained  the  ignoble  vices  of  his 
origin;    and  Michael  loft   his  provinces  with  as 
fupine  indifference  as  if  they  had  been  the  inhe-r 
ritance  of  his  fathers,     Hig  title  was  difputed  by 
Thomas,  the  laft  of  the  military  triumvirate  who 
tranfported  into  Europe  fourfcore  thoufgind  Barba- 
rians from  the  banks  of  the  Tigris  a«id  fhe  ftiotes 
<5f  the  Cafpian.    He  formed  the  fiege  of .  Cotiftan- 
tinople ;  but  the  capital  was  defended  with  fpirif ual 
;ttid  carnal  weapons ;  a  BulgarHm  king  afiaulted  the 
camp  of  tfte  Orientals,  spid  Thomas  had  the  lAir; 
fpitune,  or  the  weakneft,  to  fall  alive  into  the  power 
of  tife  conquwt*.    Th^  hands  smd  feet  of  the  rebel 
were  amputated;  he  was  placed  on  an  afs,  and, 
antidft  the  infults  of  the  people,  was  led  through 
the  ftreets,  which  he  fprinkled  with   his  Wood, 
The  depravation  of  manners,    as  favage  its  they 
were  corrupt,  is  marked  by  the  prefence  of  the 
cWperor  himfelf,    t)catf  to  the  lamentations  of  a 
fellow-faldjer,  he  inc^ffantly  preffed  the  difcovery 
of  nlore  accompficcs,  till  his  curiofity  was  checked 
\)y  the  queftion  of  an  honeft  or  guilty  minifter  5 

•     «  Would 
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«  Wou)d  you  give  credit  to  an  enemy,  againft  chap. 
*«  the  moft  faithful  of  your  friends  ?"•  After  the  s^^^^^^^ 
death  of  his  iirft  wife,  the  en^}eror,  at  the  requell 
<rf  the  fenate,  drew  from  her  mcHiaftery  Euphrofyne, 
the  daughter  of  Conftantine  the  fixth.  Her  auguft 
birth  might  juftify  a  stipulation  in  the  marriage- 
contrad:,  that  her  children  ihould  equally  fhare  the 
empire  with  their  elder  brother.  Biit  the  nuptials 
of  Michael  and  Euphrofyne  were  barren  ;  and  ihe 
was  content  iHth  the  title  of  mother  of  Theophilu0| 
his  fon  and  fucceifor. 

The  charader  of  Theophilus  is  a  rare  exasnple  Thcophf- 
in  which  religious  zeal  has  allowed,  and  perbape  A.^b.  820, 
magnified,  the.  virtues  of  an  heretic  and  a  perfe-  Ov-Hobcr^, 
cotor.     His  valour  was  often  felt  by  the  enemies,  s 

and  his  jultice  by  the  fubjefe,  of  the  monarchy  ; 
but  the  valour  of  Theophilus  was  rafli  and  fi-uitlefs, 
and  his  juftice  arbitrary  and  cruel.     He  difplayed 
the  banner  of  the  crofs  againft  the  Saracens ;  but 
h&s   five  eaqpedkions  were  c^mchided  by  a  fignal 
overthrow;  Amorium,  the  native  city  of  his  an- 
ceftors^  was  levelled  with  the  ground,  and  from  his 
military  toils,  he  derived  only  the  fumame  of  the 
Unfortunate.     The  wifdon^  of  a  fovereign  is  com- 
prifed  in  the  inftitution  of  laws  and  the  choice  of 
raagiftrates,  and  while  he  feems  without  action,  his 
civil  government  revolves  round  his  centre  with 
the  filence  and  order  of  the  planetary  fyftem.     But 
the  juftice  of  Theophilus    was   fafhioned  on  the 
model  of  the  Oriental  defpots,  who,  in  perfonal 
and  irregular  ads  of  authority,  confult  the  reafon 
QX  paffion  of  the  moment,  without  meafuring  the 

fentencQ 
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CHAP,  fentence  by  the  law  or  the  penalty  by  the  offence, 
A  poor  wonikn  threw  herfelf  at  the  emperor's  feet 
to  complain  of  ^  powerful  neighbour,  the  brother 
of  the  emprefs,  who  had  raifed  his  palace-wall  to 
fuch  an  inconvenient  height,  that  her  humble  dwell- 
ing was  excluded  from  light  and  air !  On  the 
proof  of  the  faft,  inftead  of  granting,  like  an  ordi- 
nary judge,  fufEcient  or  ample  damages  to  the 
plaintiff  the  fovereign  adjudged  to  her  ufe  and 
benefit  the  palace  and  the  ground.  Nor  was  Theo- 
philus  content  v/ith  this  extravagant  fatisfaftion : 
his  zeal  converted  a  civil  trcfpafs  into  a  criminal 
zGt ;  and  the  unfortunate  patrician  was  ftripped  and 
fcourged  in  the  public  place  of  Conftantinople, 
For  fome  venial  offences,  fome  defed  of  equity  or 
vigilance,  the  principal  minifters,  a  prasfcdt,  a 
quaeftor,  a  captain  of  the  guards,  were;  baniihed 
or  mutilated,  or  fcalded  with  boiling  pitch,  or 
burnt  alive  in  the  hippodrome  ;  and  as  thefe  dread- 
ful examples  might  be  the  effeds  of  error  or  ca-^ 
price,  they  muft  have  alienated  from  his  fervice 
the  beft  and  wifeft  of  the  citizens.  But  the  prida 
of  the  monarch  was  flattered  in  the  exercifc  of 
power,  or,  as  he  thought,  of  virtue ;  and  the  peo- 
ple, fafe  in  their  obfcurity,  applauded  the  da^nger 
and  debafement  of  their  fuperiors.  This  extraor- 
dinary  rigour  was  juftified,  in  fome  meafure,  by  its 
falutary  conf^quences ;  fince,  after  a  fcrutiny  of 
feventeen  days,  not  a  complaint  or  abufe  could  be 
found  in  the  court  or  city  :  and  it  might  be  alleged 
that  the  Greeks  could  be  ruled  only  with  a  rod  of 
iron,  and  tliat  the  public  jntcreft  is  the  motive  •a^d 

7  law 
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law  of  the  fupreme  judge.     Yet  in  the  crime,  or  c  H  A  P. 
the  fufpicion,  of  treafon,  that  judge  is  of  all  |lbers 
the  mod  credulous  and  partial.     Theophilus  might 
inflift  a  tardy  vengeance  on  the  affaffins  of  Leo 
and  the  faviours  of  his  father;  but  he  enjoyed  the 
fruits  cjf  their  crime  ;  and  his  jealous  tyranny  facri- 
ficed  a  brother  and  a  prince  to  the  future  fafety*  of 
his  life.     A  Perfan  of  the  race  of  the  Saffanides 
died  in  poverty  and  exile  at  Conftantinople,  leaving 
an  only  fon,  the  iffue  of  a  plebeian  marriage.     At 
the  age  of  twelve  years,  the  royal  birth  of  Theo- 
phobus  was  revealed,  and  his  merit  was  not  un- 
worthy of  his  birth.     He  was  educated  in  the  By- 
zantine palace,  a  Chriflian  and  a  foldier ;  advanced 
with  rapid  fteps  in  the  career  of  forfune  and  glory ; 
received  the  hand  of  the  emperor's  fifter ;  and  was 
promoted    to    the   command   of  thirty    thoufand 
Perfians,  who,  like  his  father,  had  fled  from  the 
Mahometan   conquerors,      Thefe   troops,    doubly 
infedted  with  mercenary  and  fanatic  vices,  were  de- 
firous  of  revolting  againft  their  benefador,    and 
erefting  the  ftandard  of  their  native   king:    but 
the  loyal  Theophobus  rejefted  their  offers,  difcon- 
certed  their  fchemes,  and  efcaped  from  their  hands 
to  the  camp  or  palace  of  Jhis  royal  brother.     A 
generous  confidence  might  have  fecured  a  faithful 
aild  able  guardian  for  his  wife  and  liis  infant  fon, 
to  whom  Theophilus,  in  the  flower  of. his  age,  was 
compelled  to  leave  the  inheritance  of  the  empire. 
But  his  jealoufy  was  exafperated  l>y  envy  and  dif- 
eafe :  he  feared  the  dangerous  virtues  which  might 
either  fupport  or  opprefs  their  infancy  and  weak- 
xids ;  and  the  dying  emperor  demanded  the  head 

of 
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CHAP,  of  the  Perfian  prince.  With  favage  delight,  h^ 
^^  ■  rec«|iified  the  familial'  features  of  his  brother : 
*^  Thou  art  no  longer  TheophobHs/*  Ije  faid  ; 
and  finking  on  his  couch,  he  added,  with  a 
faultering  voice,  "  Soon,  too  foon,  I  fliall  be  no 
**  more  Theophilus !" 

The  Ruffians,  who  have  borrowed  from  the 
Greeks  the  greateft  part  of  their  civil  and  eccle- 
fiaftical  policy,  preferved,  till  the  laft  century,  a 
fingular  inftitution  in  the  marriage  of  the  Czar. 
They  coUeded,  not  the  virgins  of  every  rank  and 
of  every  province,  a  vain  and  romantic  idea,  but 
the  daughters  of  the  principal  nobles,  who  awaited 
in  the  palace  the  choice  of  their  fovereign.  It  is 
affirmed,  that  a  fimilar  method  was  adopted  in  the 
nuptials  of  Theophilus,  With  a  golden  apple  in 
his  hand,  he  flowly  walked  between  two  lines  of  ' 
contending  beauties :  his  eye  was  detained  by  the 
charms  of  Icafia,  and,  in  the  awkwardncfs  of  a  firft 
declaration,  the  prince  could  only  obferve,  that,  in 
this  world,  womax  had  been  the  caufe  of  much 
.  evil :  *^  And  furely,  fir,'*  flie  pertly  replied,  *'  they 
**  have  likewife  been  the  occafion  ci  much  good.*' 
This  affeftation  of  unfeafonable  wit  dii^leafed  the 
Imperial  lover :  he  turned  afide  in  difguft ;  Icafia 
concealed  her  mortification  in  a  convent  ^  and  the 
modeft  filenceof  Theodora  was  rewarded  with  the 
golden  apple.  She  deferved  the  love,  but  did  not 
e&^pe  the  feverity,  of  her  lpr^>  From  the  palace 
garden  he  beheld  a  vefiel  deeply  laden,  and  fleering 
into  the  port :  on  the  difcovery  that  tte  pxeeioua 
cargo  of  Syrian  luxury  was  the  prop^pty  of  his  wife, 
be  cendenmed  the  fiiip  to  the  flaihes,  with  a  iharp 

9  .   '  reproach, 
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reproach,  that  her  avarice  had  degraded  the  cha^  C  H  a  Pi 
rader  of  an  emprefs  into  that  of  a  merchant     Yet  s^^^^^^^ 
his  lift  choice  cntrufted  her  with  the  guardianfliip  Michael 
of  the  empire  and  her  fon  Michael,  who  was  left  A.b.841, 
an  orphan  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  age.     The  refto-  {^^^^^^^ 
ration  of  images,  and  the  final  extirpation  of  the 
Iconoclafts,  has  endeared  her  name  to  the  devotion    ^ 
of  the  Greeks  ;  but  in  the  fervour  of  religious  zeal, 
Theodora   entertained  a  grateful   regard   for  the 
mevAory  and  falvation   of  her   hufband.      After 
thirteen  years  of  a  prudent  and  frugal  adminiftra-' 
tion,  {he  perceived  the  decline  of  her  influence ; 
but  the  fecond  Irene  imitated  only  the  virtues  of 
her  predeceffor.     Inftead  of  confpiring  againft  the 
life  or  government  of  her  fon,  fhe  retired,  with, 
out  a  ftruggle,  though  not  without  a  murmur,  to 
the  foUtude  of  jM:ivate  life,  deploring  the  ingrati*  . 
tude,  the  vices,   and  the  inevitable  ruin,  of  the 
worthkfs  youth. 

Among  the  fucceffors  of  Nero  and  Elagabalus, 
we  have^I&ot  hitherto  found  the  imitation  of  their 
vices,  the  character  of  a  Roman  prince  who  con- 
fidared  pleafure  as  the  objed  of  life,  and  yirtue  as 
the  enemy  of  pleafure.  Whatever  might  have 
heea  the  inaternal  care  of  Theodora  iii  the  educa« 
tion  of  Michael  the  third,  her  unfortunate  fon  was 
a  king  before  he  was  a  man.  If  the  amhitious 
mother  laboured  to  chedk  the  progrefs  of  reafon, 
ibe  could  not  cool  the  ebullition  of  pafiion  ^^  and 
her  felfiih  policy  was  juftly  rqpaid  by  th^  contempt 
and  ii^xatitude  of  the  headftrong  youth.  At  the 
age  cf  eighteen,  he  jejefted  her  authority,  without 
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c  HAP.  feeling  his  otm  incapacity  to  govern  the  empire  and 
himfelfc  With  Theodora^  all  gravity  and  wifdom 
retired  from  the  court  j  their  place  was  fuf^li^  by 
the  alternate  dominion  of  vice  and  folly ;  and  it 
was  impoffible,  without  forfeiting  the  public  efteem, 
to  acquire  or  preferve  the  favour  of  the  emperorl 
The  millions  of  gold  and  filver  which  had  been 
accumulated  for  the  fervice  of  the  ftate,  were  lavifti* 
ed  on  the  vileft  of  men,  who  flattered  his  palEonS 
and  fhared  his  pleafures  ;  and  in  a  reign  of  thirteen 
years,  thie  richeft  of  fovereigns  was  compelled  to 
ftrip  the  palace  and  the  churches  of  their,  pre- 
cious furniture.  Like  Nero,  he  delighted  in  the 
amufements  of  the  theatre,  and  fighed  to  be  fur- 
paffed  in  the  accomplifhments  in  which  he  fliould 
have  blulhed  to  excel.  Yet  the  fludies  of  Nero 
in  mufic.  and  poetry,  betrayed  fome  fymptoms  of 
a  liberal  tafte  ;  the  more  ignoble  arts  of  the  fon  Qf 
Theophilus  were  confined  to  the  chariot-race  pf 
the  hippodrome.  The  foiir  faftions  which  had 
agitated  the  peace,  ftill  amufed  the  idlenefs,  of  the 
capital :  for  himfelf,  the  emperor  aflumed  the  blue 
livery ;  the  three  rival  colours  were  diftributed  to 
his  favourites,  and  in  the  vile  though  eager-  con- 
tention he  forgot  the  dignity  of  his  perfon  iand  the 
fafety  of  his  dominions.  He  filence^l  the  mefTcnger 
of  an  invafion,  who  prefumed  to  divert  his  attention 
in  the  moft  critical  moment  of  the  race ;  and  by 
his  command,  the  importunate  beacons  were  ex-r 
tinguiflied,  that  too  frequently  fpread  the  alarm 
from  Tarfus  to  Conftantinople.  The  moft  fldlful 
charioteers  obtained  the  firft  place  in  his  confidence 

and 
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and  efteem  •:  their  merit  was  profufely  rewarded  ;   CHAP, 
the  emperor  feafted  in  their  houfes,  and  prefented 
their  children  at  the  baptifmal  font ;  aAd  while  he 
applauded  his  own  popularity,  he  afFeded  to  blame 
the  cold  and   ftately   refcrve  of  his  predeceflbrs. 
The  unnatural  lufts  which  had  degraded  even  the 
manhood  of  Nero,  were  banifhed  from  the  world  ; 
yet  the  ftrength  of  Michael  was  confumed  by  the 
indulgence  of  love  and  intemperance.     In  his  mid- 
night revels,  when  his  paffions  were  inflamed  by 
wine,  he  was  provokfed  to  iflue  the  moft  fanguinary 
commands  ;  and  if  any  feelings  of  humanity  were 
left,  he  was  reduced,  with  the  return  of  fenfe,  to 
approve  the  falutary  difobedience  of  his  fervants. 
But  the  moft  extraordinary  feature  in  the  charafter 
of  Michael,  is  the  profane  mockery  of  the  religion 
of  his  country.     The  fuperftition  of  the  Greeks 
might  indeed  excite  the  fmile  of  a  philofopher: 
but  his  fmile  would  have  been  rational  and  tem- 
perate, and  he  muft  have  condemned  the  ignorant 
folly  of  a  youth  who  infulted  the  objeds  of  public 
veneration.     A  buffoon  of  the  court  was  inverted 
in  the  robes  of  the  patriarch ;  his  twelve  metropo- 
litans,   among  whom  the   emperor    was    ranked, 
affumed  their  ecclefiaftical  garments :  they  ufed  or 
abufed  the  facred  veffels  of  the  altar ;  and  in  their 
bacchanalian  feafts,  the  holy  communion  was  ad- 
miniftered  in  a  naufeous  compound  of  vinegar  and 
muftard.     Nor  were  thefe  impious  fpeftacles  con- 
cealed from,  the  eyes  of  the  city.     On  the  day  of 
a  folemn  feftival,  the  emperor,  with  his  bifhops  or 
buffoons,    rode  on  affes  through  the  ftreets,  en- 
countered 
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CHAP,  countered  the  true  pjitriarch  at  the  head  of  his 

XLVlIl  • 

v^^,,^,^^^  ckrgy ;  and  by  their  licentious  fbouts  aad  obfcene 
geftures,    difordered  the  gravity  of  the  Chxiftia» 
proccffioix.      The   devotion   of  Michael  appeared 
only  in  fome  offence  to  re^Jpn  or  piety  :  he  received 
his  theatrical  crowns  from  the  ftatue  of  the  Virgin  ; 
and  an  Imperial  tomb  was  violated  for  the  fake  of 
burning  the  bones  of  Conftantine  .the  Iconoclaft* 
By  this  extravagant  conduS,  the  foh  of  Theophilus 
became  as  contemptible  as  he  was  odious :  every 
citizen  was  impatient  for  the  deliverance  of  hij 
country ;  and  even  the  favourites  of  the  momenjt 
were  apprehenfive  that  a  caprice  might  fnatch  away 
what  a  caprice  had  beflowed.     In  the  thirtieth  year 
of  his  age,  and  in  the  hour  of  intoxication  and  fleep, 
Michael  the  third  was  murdered  in  his  qhamber 
by  the  founder  pf  a  new  dynafty,  whom  the  em- 
peror had  raifed  to  an  equality  of  rank  and  power, 
ftafiii.the       The  genealogy  of  Bafil  the  Macedonian  (if  it 
Macc(!o-     be  ixot  the  fpurious  offspring  of  pride  a^d  flattery) 
A.  D.  867,  exhibits  a  genuine  picture  of  the  revolutiom  of  the 
^pt»;:4-     moft  Uluftrious  families.     The  Arfacides,  the  rivals 
of  Rome,  poffeffed  the  fceptre  of  the  Eaft  near /our 
•  hundred  years  :  a  younger  branch  of  thefe  Parthiaji 

Jdngs  continued  to  reign  in  Armenia;  and  their 
loyal  defcendants  furvived  the  partition  aad  fervi- 
tude  of  that  ancient  monarchy.  Two  of  thefe, 
Artabanus  sttxd  Chlienes,  efcaped  or  retired  to  the 
court  of  Leo  the  firft  :  his  bounty  feated  them 
in  a  fafe  ^nd  hofpitable  exile,  m  the  province 
cf  Macedpnia :  Adrianople  was  their  final  fettle- 
ment.    Durii>g  fevgral  generations  they  maintained 

the 
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the  dignity  of  their  birth ;  and  their  Roman  pa*  ^^rr* 
Iriotifm  rejefted  the  tempting  offers   of  the  Per- 
fian  and  Arabian  powers,   who  recalled  them  to 
their  native  country.     But  their  fplendour  was  in- 
fenfibly  clouded  by  time   and  poverty  j   and  the 
father  of  Bafil  was  reduced  to  a  fmall  farm,  which 
he  cultivated  with  his  own  hands :  yet  he  fcorned 
to  difgrace  the  blood  of  the  Arfacides  by  a  plebeian 
alliante:    his  wife,  a  widow  of  Adrianople,   wag 
pleafed  to  count  among  her  anceftors,    the  great 
Conftantihe ;  and  their  royal  infant  was  connefted 
by  fome  dark  affinity  of  lineage  or  country  with 
the  Macedonian  Alexander.     No  fooner  was  he 
born,  than  the  cradle  of  Bafil,  his  family,  and  his 
city,  were  fwept  away  by  an  inundation  of  the  Bul- 
garians :  he  was  educated  a  flave  in  a  foreign  land  ; 
and  in  this  fevere  difcipline,  he  acquired  the  hardi* 
nefs  of  body  and  flexibility  of  mind  which  pro- 
moted his  future  elevation.     In  the  age  of  youth  ot 
manhood  he  fharcd  the  deliverance  of  the  Roman 
captives,  who  genctoufly  broke  their  fetters,  marched 
through  Bulgaria  to  the  fhores  of  the  Euxine,  de- 
feated two  armies  of  Barbarians,  embarked  in  the 
ihips  which  had  been  ftationed  for  their  reception^ 
and  returned  to  Conftantinoplc,  from  whence  they 
were  diftributed  to  their  refpediye  homes.     But 
the  freedom  of  Bafil  was  naked  and  deftitute :  his 
larm  wag  rt^ined  by  the  calamities  olf  war :  after  his 
father's  death,  his  manual  labour,  or  fervice,  could 
no  longer  fupport  a  family  of  orphans  j  and  he  re- 
ifolved  to  feek  a  more  confpicuous  theatre,  in  which 
fivery  virtue  and  every  vice  may  lead  to  the  paths 
Vol..  IX.  E  of 
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^LVin'  of  grcatnefs.  The  firfl  night  of  his  arrival  at  Con- 
ftaintinople,  without  friends  or  money,  the  weary 
pilgrim  flept  on  the  fteps  of  the  church  of  St. 
Diomede :  he  w^as  fed  by  the  cafual  hofpitality  of  a 
.monk ;  and*  was  introduced  to  the  fervice  of  a  coufin 
and  namefake  of  the  emperor  Theophilus;  who, 
though  himfelf  of  a  diminutive  perfon,  was  always 
followed  by  a  train  of  tall  and  handfome  domeftics. 
Bafil  attended  his  patron  :to  the  government  of 
Peloponnefus ;  eclipfed,  by  his  perf9nal  merit,  the 
birth  and  dignity  of  Theophilus,  and  formed  an 
ufeful  connection  with  a  wealthy  and  charitable 
matron  of  Patras.  Her  fpiritual  or  carnal  love 
embraced  the  young  adventurer j  whom  fhe  adopted 
as  her  fon.  Danielis  prefented  him  with  thirty 
flaves ;  and  the  produce  of  her  bounty  was  ex- 
pended in  the  fupport  of  his  brothers,  and  the 
purchafe  of  fome  large  eftates  in  Macedonia.  His 
gratitude  or  ambition  ftill  attached  him  to  the  fer- 
vice rf  Theophilus ;  and  a  lucky  accident  recom- 
mended him  to  the  notice  of  the  court,  A  famous 
wrefller,  in  tha  train  of  the  Bulgarian  ambafladors, 
had  defied,  at  the  royal  banquet,  the  boldeft  and 
moft  robuft  of  theGt^eeks.  The  ftrength  of  Bafil 
was  praifecf;  he  accepted  the  challenge;  and  the 
Barbarian  champion  was  overthrown  at  the  firfl 
pnfet.  A  beautiful  but  vicious  horfe  was  con- 
demned to  be  *bamftrung  :  it  was  fubdued  by  the 
dexterity  and  courage  of  the  fervant  of  Theophilus ; 
and  his  conqueror  was  pronjpledto  an  honourable 
rank  in  the  Imperial  ftaMes.  But  it  wasimpoffible 
to  obtain  th^  c^jfidence  of  Michad,  without  com- 
-  .:     '  plying 
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jDlying  with  his  vices ;  and  his  new  favourite^  the  C  H  A  F. 
great  chamberlain  of  the  palace,  was  raifed  and 
fupported  by  a  difgraceful  marriage  with  a  royal 
concubincj  and  the  diftionour  of  his  fifter,  who 
iucceedeJ  to  her  place.  The  public  adminiftration 
had  been  abandoned  to  the  Caefar  Bardas,  the 
brother  and  enemy  of  Theodora ;  but  the  arts  of 
female  influence  perfuaded  Michael  to  hate  and  to 
fear  his  uncle  :  he  was  drawn  from  Conftantinople, 
under  the  pretext  of  a  Cretan  expedition,  and  ilab- 
bed  in  the  tent  of  audience^  by  the  fword  of  the 
chamberlain,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the  emperor* 
About  a  month  after  this  execution,  Bafil  was  in- 
vefted  with  the  title  of  Auguftus.  and  the  govern- 
ment of  the  empire*  He  fupported  this  unequal 
aflbciatian  till  his  influence  was  fortified  by  popular 
efleem*  His  life  was  endangered  by  the  caprice 
of  the  emperor  ;  and  his  dignity  was  profaned  by  a 
fecond  colleague^  who  had  rowed  in  the  gallies. 
Yet  the  murder  of  his  benefeftor  mufl  be  coiv* 
demned  as  an  a£t  of  ingratitude  and  treafon ;  and 
the  churches  which  he  dedicated  to  the  name  of 
St.  Michael^  were  a  poor  and  puerile  expiation  of 
his  guilt. 

The  difierent  ages  of  Bafil  the  fir  ft,  may  be 
compared  with  thofe  of  Auguftus.  The  fituation 
of  the  Gfeek  did  not  allow  him  in  his  earlieft 
youth  to  lead  an  army  againft  his  country^  or  to 
-  profcribe  the  nobleft  of  her  fons  j  but  his  iafpiring 
genius  ftooped  to  the  arts  of  a  flave  j  he  dif- 
fembled  his  ambition  and  even  his  virtues,  and 
grafped,  with  the  bloody  hand  of  an  affaflin^  the 
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xLvnf '  ^^F*^^  vhich  he  ruled  with  the  wifdom  and  ten- 
derncfs  of  a  parent.  A  private  citizen  may  feel 
his  intcrcft  repugnant  to  his  duty  ;  but  it  muft  be 
from  a  deficiency  of  fenfe  or  courage,  that  an  ab- 
folute  monarch  can  feparate  his  happinefs  from  his 
glory,  or  his  glory  from  the  public  welfare.  The 
life  or  panegyric  of  Bafil  has  indeed  been  com- 
pofed  and  publiflied  under  the  long  reign  of  his 
'  defcendants ;  but  even  their  (lability  on  the  throne 
may  be  juftly  afcribed  to  the  fuperior  merit  of 
their  anceftor.  In  his  charafter,  his  grandfon 
Conftantine  has  attempted  to  delineate  a  perfeft 
image  of  royalty :  but  that  feeble  prince,  unlefs 
he  had  copied  a  real  model,  could  not  eafily  have 
ibared  fo  high  above  the  level  of  his  own  conduft 
or  conceptions^  But  the  moft  folid  praife  of  Bafil 
18  drawn  from  the  comparifori  of  a  ruined  and  ^ 
flburifhihg  monarchy,  that  which  he  wrefted  from 
the  diflbkite  Michael,  and  thiit  which  he  be- 
queathed to  the  Macedonian  dynafty.  The  evils 
which  had  been  fan£lified  by  time  and  example, 
"trerfe  corre£ted  by  his  mafter-handj  and  he  re- 
"vived,  if  not  the  national  fpirit,  at  }eait  the  order 
and  majefty  of  the  Roman  empire,  llh  appli- 
cation was  indefatigable,  his  temper  cool,  his  un- 
derftanding  vigorous  and  decHive;  and  in  his 
pradice  he  obferved  that  rare  and  falutary  mo- 
'deration,  which  purfues  each  virtue,  at  an  equal 
diitance  between  the  oppofite  vices.  His  military 
•  fervice  had  been  confined  to  the  palace ;  nor  was 
tht  emperor  endowed  with  the  fpirit  or  the  ta- 
lents of  a  warrior.  Yet  under  his  reign  the 
Roman  arms;  were  agai»  formidable  to  the  Bar- 
barians. 
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barians.    As  foon  as  he  had  fonned  a  new  army  c  ha  p. 

XLvIIi 

by  difcipline  and  exercife,  he  appeared  in  perfon 
on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  curbed  the  pride  ot 
the  Saracens,  and  fupprefled  the  dangerous  though 
juft  revolt  of  the  Manichaeans*  His-  indignation 
againil  a  rebel  who  had  long  eluded  his  purfuit, 
provoked  him  to  wifh  and  to  pray,  that,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  he  might  drive  three  arrows  into 
the  head  of  Chryfochir.  That  odious  head,*  which 
had  been  obtained  by  treafon  rather  than  by  va- 
lour, was  fufpended  from  a  tree,  and  thrice  ex- 
pofed  to  the  dexterity  of  the  Imperial  archer:  a 
bafe  revenge  againft  the  dead,  more  worthy  of  the 
times,  than  of  the  charader  of  BaiiL  But  his 
principal  merit  was  in  the  civil  adminiftration  of 
the  finances  and  of  the  laws.  To  replenifh  an 
4exhaufted  treafury,  it  was  propofed  to  refume  the 
lavifli  and  ill-placed  gifts  of  his  predeceffor :  his 
prudence  abated  one  moiety  of  the  reftitution; 
aiid  a  fum  of  twelve  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
was  inftantly  procured  to  anfwer  the  moft  prefling 
demands,  and  to  allow  fome  fpace  for  the  mature 
operations  of  ceconomy.  Among  the  various  fchemes 
for  the  improvement  of  the .  revenue,  a  new  mode 
was  fuggefted  of  capitation,  or  tribute,  which 
would  have  too  much  dep^ded  on  the  arbitrary 
difcretion  of  the  affeflbrs.  A  fufficient  lift  of 
honeft  and  able  agents  was  inftantly  produced  by 
the  minifter  ;  but  on  the  more  careful  fcrutiny  of 
Bafil  himfelf,  only  two  could  be  found,  who 
might  be  fafely  entrufted  with  fuch  dangerous 
powers ;  and  they  juftificd  his  cfteem  by  de- 
clining his  qonfideace.    But  the  ferious  and  fuc^ 
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XL^if  *  ^^fs^^  diligence  of  the  emperor  eftablifhed  by 
degrees  an  equitable  balance  of  property  and  pay- 
ment, of  receipt  and  expenditure  ;  a  peculiar  fund 
was  appropriated  to  each  fervice;  and  a  public 
method  fecured  the  intere|l  pf  the  prince  and  the 
property  of  the  people.  After  reforming  the 
luxury,  he  affigned  two  patrimonial  eftjites  to  fup- 
ply  thf  decent  plenty,  of  the  Imperial  table :  the 
contributions  of  the  fubje^  \vere  referved  for  his 
defence  ;  and  the  refidue  was  employed  in  the  em- 
bellifhment  of  the  capital  and  province?.  A  taftei 
for  building,  however  coftly,  may  deferve  fome 
praife  and  inuch  excufe ;  from  thence  induftry  is 
fed,  art  is  encouraged,  and  fome  objed  is  it-^ 
tained  of  public  emolument  or  pleafure  :  the  uf^ 
of  a  road,  an  aqueduft,  or  an  Iiofpital,  is  obvious 
^nd  folid. }  and  the  hundred  churches  that  arofe 
by  the  cornmand  of  Bafil,  were  confecrated  to  the 
devotion  of  the  age.  In  the  charafter  of  a  judge, 
he  was  afliduous  and  impartial ;  defirous  to  fave, 
but  not  afraid  to  ftrike :  the  oppreffors  of  the 
people  were,  feverely  chaftifed ;  but  his  perfonal 
foes,  whqm  it  might  be  upfafe  to  pardon,  were 
condemned,  after  the  lofs  of  their  eyes,  to  a  life 
of  folitude  and  repentance.  .  The  change  of  lan- 
guage and  manners  demanded  a  revifion  of  the 
obfolete  jurifprudence  of  Juftinian :  the  volu- 
minous body  of  his  Inftitutes,  Eandefts,  Code, 
and  Novels,  was  digefted  under  forty  titles,  in  the 
Greek. idiom;  and  the  Ba^ks^  which  were  im- 
proved and  completed  by  his  fon  and  graudfoja, 
muft  be  referred  to  the  origTOl  geniys.  of  the 
founder  of  thdr  race,^    This  glorious  reign  was 
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terminated  by  an  accidenl  in  the  chafe.  A  fu-  ^^l^^^^ 
itous  ftag  entangled  his  horns  in  the  belt  of  Bafil,  .  --  j 
and  raifed  him  from  his  horfe :  he  was  refcued  by 
an  attendant,  who  cut  the  belt  and  flew  the  animal ; 
but  the  fall,  or  the  fever,  exhaufted  the  ftrength  of 
the  aged  monarch,  and  he  expired  in  the  palace, 
amidft  the  tears  of  his  family  and  people.  If  he 
ftruck  oiF  the  head  of  the  faithful  fervant,  for  pre- 
ftinung  to  draw  his  fword'  againfl  his  fovereign ; 
the  pride  of  defpotifm,  which  had  lain  dormant  in 
his  life,  revived  in  the  laft  moments  of  defpair, 
when  he  no  longer  wanted  or  valued  the  opinion  of 
mankind. 

Of  the  four  fons  of  the  emperor,  Conftantine  l-eovi. 
died  before  his  father,  whofe  grief  and  credulity  fopherl'  ^ 
were  amufed  by  a  flattering  impoflior  and  a  vain  ^v^:  ^^^' 
apparition.  Stephen,  the  youngeft,  was  content 
with  the  honours  of  a  patriarch  and  a  faint ;  both 
Leo  and  Alexander  were  alike  inverted  with  the 
purple,  but  the  powers  of  government  were  folely 
cxercifed  by  the  elder  brother.  The  name  of 
Leo  the  fixth  has  been  dignified  with  the  title  of 
philofopher ;  and  the  union  of  the  prince  and  the 
fage,  of  the  adive  and  fpeculative  virtues,  would 
indeed  conftitute  the  perfeSion  of  human  nature. 
But  the  claims  of  Leo  are  far  (hort  of  this  ideal 
excelfence.  Did  he  reduce  his  paflSions  and  ap- 
petites under  the  dominion  of  reafon  ?  His  life 
was  fpent  in  the  pomp  of  the  palace,  in  the  fo- 
ciety  of  his  wives  and  concubines ;  and  even  the 
clemency  which,  he  fliewed,  and  the  peace  which 
he  ftrove  to  preferve,  muft  be  imputed  to  the 
(bftnefs  and  indolence  of  his  charader.     Did  he 
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CHAP,  fubdue  his  prejudices,  and  thofe  of  his  fubjeds ? 
His  mind  was  tinged  with  the  moft  puerile  fupet- 
ftition ;  the  mfluence  of  the  clergy,  and  the  er- 
rors  of  the  people,  were  confecrated  by  h}s  laws} 
^d  the  oracles  of  Leo,  which  reveal,  in  prophetic 
ftyle,  the  fates  of  the  empire,  are  founded  on  th^ 
arts  of  aftrology  and  divination.  If  we  ftiU  in? . 
quire  the  reafon  of  his  fage  appellation,  it  can  only 
be  replied,  that  the  fon  of  Bafil  was  lefs  ignorant 
than  the  greater  part  of  his  contemporaries  in 
church  and  ftate ;  .  that  his  education  had  been 
directed  by  the  learned  Photius ;  and  that  feveral 
book$  of  profane  and  ecclefiaftical  fcicnce  were 
compofed  by  the  pen,  or  in  the  name,  of  the  Im- 
perial phihfopher.  But  the  reputation  of  his  phi* 
Jofophy  and  religion  was  overthrown  by  a  domeftic 
vice,  the  repetition  of  his  nuptials.  The  pri* 
native  ideas  of  the  merit  and  holinds  of  celibacy, 
were  preached  by  the  monks  and  entertained  by 
the  GreekSf  Marriage  Was  allowed  as  a  neceffary 
pieans  for  the  propagation  of  mankind ;  after  the 
death  of  either  party,  the  .furvivor  might  fatisfy, 
\>j  ^fecond  union,  the  weaknefs  or  the  ftrength  of 
the  flefh :  but  ^  third  marriage  was  cenfured  as  st 
ilate  of  legal  fornication ;  and  ^fourth  was  a  fm 
or  fcandal  a$  y^t  unknown  to  the  Chriftians  of  the 
Eaft.  In  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  Leo  himfelf 
had  abbliihed  the  ftate  of  concubines,  and  con^ 
•  damned,  without  sginulling,  third  marriages  ;  but 
his  patriotifm  and  love  foon.  compelled  him  to 
violate  his  own  laws,  and  to  incur  the  penance, 
which  in  a  fimilitr  cafe  he  had  impofed  on  his 
fubjeds.    In  his  thr^c  firil  alliances,  his  nuptial 
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bed  wag  unfruitful ;   the  emperor  required  a  fe*  <^  H  A  p. 
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male  companion,  and  the  empire  a  legitimate  u*-v-i.«j 
heir.  The  beautiful  Zoe  was  introduced  into  the 
palace  as  a  concubine  ;  and  after  a  trial  of  her  fe- 
cundity, and  the  birth  of  Conftantine,  her  lover 
declared  his  intention  of  legitimating  the  mother 
and  the  child,  by  the  celebration  of  his  fourth 
nuptials.  But  the  patriarch  Nicholas  refufed  his 
bleffing:  the  Imperial  baptifm  of  the  young 
prince  was  obtained  by  a  promife  of  feparation; 
and  the  contumacious  huflband  of  Zoe  was  ex- 
cluded from  the  communion  of  the  faithful. 
Neither  the  fear  of  exile,  nor  the  defertion  of  his 
brethren,  nor  the  authority  of  the  Latin  church, 
nor  the  danger  of  failure  or  doubt  in  the  fuc- 
cefiion  to  the  empire,  could  bend  the  fpirit  of  the 
inflexible  monk.  After  the  death  of  Leo,  he 
was  recalled  from  exile  to  the  civil  and  ecclefi- 
afliical  adminiftration ;  and  the  edid  of  union 
which  was  promulgated  in  the  name  of  Conftan- 
tine, condemned  the  future  fcandal  of  fourth  mar- 
riages, and  Iqft  a  tacit  imputation  on  his  own 
Inrth.  ^• 

In  the  Greek  language  purple  and  porphyry  are  Aicxan- 
the  fame  word :  and  as  the  colours  of  nature  are  nantine 
invariable,  we  may  learn,  that  a  dark  deep  red  vii  Por- 

^  .  *■  phyroge- 

was  the  Tyrian  dye  which  flained  the  purple  of  nitus, 
the  ancients.  An  apartment  of  the  Byzantine  pa-  May'i?"'' 
lace  was  lined  with  porphyry  :  it  was  referved  for 
the  ufe  of  the  pregnant  empreffes ;  and  the  royal 
birth  of  their  children  was  exprefTed  by  the  ap- 
pellation of  porphyrogenite^  or  bom  in  the  purple. 
Several  of  the  Roman  princes  had  been  bleffed 
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with  an  heir ;  but  this  peculiar  furname  was  firft 
,  applied  to  Conftantine  the  feventh.     His  life  and 
titular  reign  were  of  equal  duration ;  but  of  fifty- 
four  years,  fix  had  elapfed  before  his  father's  death  ; 
and  the  foli  of  Leo  was  ever  the  voluntary  or  re- 
luftant  fubjeft  of  thofe  who  oppreffed  his  weak- 
nefs  or  abufed  his  confidence.     His  uncle  Alex- 
ander, who  had  long  been  invefted  with  the  title  of 
,  was  the  firft  colleague  and  governor  of 
g  prince :  but  in  a  rapid  career  of  vice 
,  the  brother  of  Leo  already  emulated  the 
1  of   Michael ;    and   when   he  was    ex- 
\  by  a  timely   death,    he   entertained  a 
f  caftrating  his  nephew,  and  leaving  thq 
empire  to  a  worthlefs  favourite.     The  fucceeding 
years  of  the  minority  of  Conltantine  were  occy- 
jiicd  by  his  mother  Zoe,  and  a  fucceflion  of  coun- 
cil of  feven  regents,    who  purfucd  their  interefi:, 
gratified  their  pafiions,    abandoned  the  republic, 
fupplantcd  each  other,  and  finally  vanifhed  in  the 
prefence  of  a  foldier.      From  an  obfcure  origin, 
Romanus    Lecapenus    had    raifed    himfej^to   the 
command,  of  the  naval  armies ;  and  in  the  anarchy 
of  the  times,  had  deferved,  or  at  leafl  had  obtained, 
the  national  efteem.     With  a  victorious  and  af- 
fcftionate  fleet,  he  failed  from  the  mouth  of  the 
D^ube  into  the  harbour  of ■  Conftantinople,  and 
was  hailed  as  the  deliverer  of  the  people,  and  the 
gpardian  of  the  prince.     His  fupreme  office  was 
at  firft  defined  by  the  new  appellation  of  father  ,of 
the  emperor ;    but  Rcmanus    foon  difdalned    tjie 
fubordinate  powers  rf  a  minifler,    and  aflumcd^ 
'  with  the  titles  of  Cxkf  and  Auguftus,  the  full 
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Independence  of  royalty,  which  he  held  ncnr  five  ClfAp. 
and   twenty  years.     His  three  fons,  Chriflopher,  v.^Jiy-0 
Stephen,  and  Conftantine,  were  fucceflively  adorned  Chiifto- 
with  the  fame   honours,  and  the  lawful  emperor  pbe$',coQ. 
was  degraded  from  the  firft  to  the  fifth  rank  in  this  ^^f^ 
college   of   princes.     Yet,  in  the  prefervation  of 
his  life  and  crown,  he  might  ftill  applaud  his  own 
fortune   and  the  clemency  of  the   ufurper.     The 
examples   of  ancient   and   modern  hiftory  would 
have   excufed  the    ambition   of    Romanus ;    the 
powers  and  the  laws  of  the  empire  were  in  his 
hand;    the  fpurious   birth  of   Conftantjne  would 
-    have  juftified  his  exclufion ;  and  the  grave  or  the 
monaftery  was  open  to  receive  the  fon  of  the  con  • 
cubine.     But  Lecapenu^  does  not  appear  to  have 
poffeffed  either  the  virtues  or  the  vices  of  a  tyrant. 
The  fpirit  and  aftivity  of  his  private  life  diffolved 
away  in  the  funfliine  of  the  throne ;  and  in  his  li-  • 
centious  plcafures,    he  forgot   the  fafety  both  of 
the  republic  and  of  his  family.     Of  a  mild  and 
religious   charafter,   he  refpefted   the  fandity   of 
oaths,  the  innocence  of  the  youth,  the  memory  of 
hi?  parents,    and   the  attachment   of   the  people. 
The  ftudious  temper  and  retirement  of  Conftan^ 
tine,  difarmed  the  jealoufy  of  power :   his  books 
.  and  jnnfic,  his  pen  and  his  pencil,  were-  a  conftant 
fource  of  amufement ;  and  if  he  could  improve  a 
fcanty  allowance  by  the  fale  of  his   pidures,  •.  if 
their   price  was  not  enhanced  by  the  name  of  the 
artift,   he   was  endowed  with   a  perfonal  talent, 
which  few.  princes  could  employ  in  th?  hoyr  of 
jidverfity.  • 

The 
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CHAP.       The  fall  of  Romanus  was   occafioned  by  his 
K..,^--.,,^  own  vices  and  thofe  of  his  children.     After  the 
t^ne  Vii      ^^^^^^  of  Chriflppher,  his  eldeft  fon,  the  two  fur- 
A  D.94S.  viving  brothers  quarrelled  with  each  other,  and 
Jan-a;-       confpired  againft  their  father.     At    the  hour  of 
•    noon,  when  all  ftrangers  were  regularly  excluded 
from  the  palace,  they  entered  his  apartment  with 
an  armed  force,  and  conveyed  him,  in  the  habit  of 
a  monk,  to  a  fmall  ifland  in  the  Propontis,  which 
was  peopled  by  a  religious  community.     The  ru- 
mour of  this  domeftic  revolution  excited  a  tumult 
in  the  city ;  but  Porphyrogcnitus  alone,  the  true 
and  lawful  emperor,  was  the  objeft  of  the  public 
care ;  and  the  fons  of  Lecapenus  were  taught,  by 
tardy  experiencej  that  they  had  atchieved  a  guilty 
and  perilous  enterprife  for  the  benefit  of  their  rival. 
Their'  filler  Helena,  the  wife  of   Conftantinc,  re- 
vealed,   ot"   fuppofed,  their  treacherous   defign  of 
affaffinating  her  hufband  at  the   royal  banquet^' 
His  loyal  adherents  were  alarmed ;  and  the  two 
ufurpers  were  prevented,   feized,    degraded  from 
,    the  purple,  and  embarked  for  the  fame  ifland  and 
monaftery  where  their  father  had  been  fo  lately 
V       confined.     Old  Romanus  met  them  on  the  beach 
with  a  farcaftic  fmile,  and,  after  a  juft  reproach  of 
their  folly  and  ingratitude,  prefented  his  Imperial 
colleagues  with  an  equal  ftiare  of   his  water  and 
vegetable  diet.     In  the  fortieth  year  of  his  reign, 
Conftantinc  the  feventh  obtained  the  pofleffioii  of 
the  Eaftem.  world,  which  he  ruled,  or  feemed  to 
rule,  near  fifteen  years.     But  he  was  devoid  of 
tliat  energy  of  chamfter  which  could  emerge  into  a 
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!ife  of  aftion  and  glory ;  and  the  ftudies  which  xLvaf ' 
had  amufed  and  dignified  his  leifure,  were  incom-  \,^p-v^^«^ 
patible  with  the  ferious  duties  of  a  fovcreign. 
The  emperor  neglefted  the  pradice,  to  inftrufk 
his  fon  Roman  us  in  the  theory,  of  government  j 
while  he  indulged  the  habits  of  intemperance  and 
floth,  he  dropt  the  reins  of  the  adminiftration  into 
the  hands  of  Helena  his  wife ;  and,  in  the  fliifting 
fccne  of  her  favour  and  caprice,  each  minifter  was 
regretted  in  the  promotion  of  a  more  worthlefs 
fucceffor.  Yet  the  birth  and  misfortunes  of  Con- 
ftantine  had  endeared  him  to  the  Greeks ;  they 
excufed  his  failings  j  they  refpeded  his  learning, 
his  innocence,  and  charity,  his  love  of  juftice;  and 
the  ceremony  of  his  funeral  was  mourned  with  the 
unfeigned  tears  of  his  fubjeds.  The  body,  ac- 
cording to  ancient  cuftom,  lay  in  ftate  in  the 
veftibule  of  the  palace ;  and  the  civil  and  military 
officers,  the  patricians,  the  fenate,  and  the  clergy, 
approached  in  due  order  to  adore  and  kifs  the  ina- 
nimate corpfe  of  their  fovereign.  Before  the  pro- 
ceffion  moved  towards  the  Imperial  fepulchre,  an 
herald  proclaimed  this  awful  admonition :  *'  Arife 

O  king  of  the  world,  and  obey  the  fummons  of 

the  Kong  of  kings !" 

The  death  of  Conftantine  was  imputed  to  poi-  Romaa«s 
fon;    and   his  fon  Romanus,    who   derived  that  aIu!^^^] 
name  from  his  maternal  grandfather,  afcended  the  ^^'  **• 
throiie  of  Conflantinople.     A  prince  who,  at  the 
age  of  twenty,  could  be  fufpefted  of  anticipating 
his  inheritance,  .muft  have  been  alreadv  loft  in  the 
public  cft^em;   yet  Romanus    was  rather   weak 
than  wicked;   and  the  largeft  Iharc  of  the  guik 
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^?vr.?'  ^^^  transferred  to  his  wife,  Theophano,  a  womart 
of  bafe  origin,  mafculine  fpirit,  and  flagitious 
manners.  The  fenfe  of  perfonal  glory  and  public 
Kappinefs,  the  true  pleafures  of  royalty,  were  un^ 
known  to  the  fon  of  Conftantine  5  and  whik  th« 
two  brothers,  Nicephorus  and  Leo,  triumphed 
over  the  Saracens,  the  hours  which  the  emperof 
owed  to  his  people  were  confumed  in  ftrenuous 
idlenefs.  In  the  morning  he  vifited  the  circus; 
at  noon  he.  feafted  the  fenators ;  the  greater  part 
of  the  afternoon  he  fpent  in  the /phari/ierium,  or 
tennis-court,  the  only  theatre  of  his  vidories; 
from  thence  he  pafled  over  to  the  Afiatic  fide  of 
the  B6fphorus,_  hunted  and  killed  four  wild  boars 
of  the.  largeft  fize,  and  returned  to  the  palace^ 
.'proudly-  content  with  the  labours  of  the  day.  In 
ftrength  and  beauty  he  was  confplcuous  above  his 
equals':  tall  and  ftraight  as  a  young  cyprefs,  his 
complexion  was  fair  and  florid,  his  eyes  fparkling, 
.his  flioulders  broad,. his  nofe  long  and  aquiline* 
..Yet  even  thefe  perfections  were  infuflScient  to  fix 
■the  love  of  Theophano;  and,  after  a  reign  of 
four  yeafs,  flie  mingled  for  her  hufband  the  fame 
deadly  draught  which  flie  had  compofed  for  his 
father. 

By  his  marriage  with  this  impious  woman,  ko- 
manus  the  younger  left  two  fons,  Bafil  the  fecond 

A.  o.jlisij,  and  Conftantine  the  ninth,  and  two  daughters, 
"^"  Theophano  and  Anne.  The  eldeft  fiflier  was 
given  to  Otho  the  fecond,  emperor  of  the  Weft  j 
the  younger  became  the  wife  of  Wolodomir,  great 
duke  and  apoftle  of  RulEa,  and,  by  the  marriage. 
,of  ha:  grand- daughter  iritji  Henry  the  firft,  hixig 
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of  France*    the  blood  of  the  Macedonians,    and  CHAP, 
perhaps  of  the  Arfacides,  (till  flows  in  the  veins  of 
the  Bourbon  line.     After  the  death  of  her   huf- 
band,  the  emprefs  afpired  to  reign  in  the  name  of 
her  fons,  the  elder  of  whom  was   five,   and  the 
younger  only  two,    years  of  age ;    but  flie  foon 
felt  the  inftability  of  a  throne,   which  was  fup- 
ported  by  a  female  who  could  not  be  efteemed^ 
and  two  infants  who  could  not  be  fcaied.    Theo* 
phano  looked  around  for  a  protector,  and  threw 
herfelf  into  the  arms  of  the  braveft  foldier;  her 
heart  was  capricious ;    but   the  deformity  of  tlic 
new  favourite  rendered  it  more  than  probable  that 
intereft  was  the  motive  and  excufe  of  her  love. 
Nicephorus   Phocas  united,   in  the   popular  opi- 
nion,, the  double  merit   of  an  hero  and  a  faint. 
In  the   former  charader,    his  qualifications  were 
genuine  and  fplendid :  the  defcendant  of  a  race, 
illuftrious  by  their  military  exploits,  he  had  dif- 
played,  in  every   ftation  and  in   every  province, 
the    courage   of  a  foldier  and  the  conduct  of  a 
chief;  and  Nicephorus  wasj,  crowned  with  recent 
laurels,  from  the  important  conqueft  of  the  ifle  of 
Crete.     His  religion  was  of  a  more  ambiguous 
cait ;  and  his  haircloth,  his  faits,  his  pious  idiom^ 
and  his  wifli  tOr-^retire  from  the  bufinefs  of  the 
world,  were  a  convenient  maflc  for .  his  dark  and 
dangerous  ambition.     Yet  he  impofed  on  an  holy 
patriarch,   by  whofe  influence,  and  by  a  decree  of 
the  fenate,,  he  was  entruflcd,  during  the  minority 
of  the  young  princes,  vt^ith  the  abfolute  and  inde- 
pendent«  conunaud  of  the  Oriental   armies.    As 
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c  H  A  P.  foon  as  he  had  fecured  the  leaders  and  the  troops, 
he  boldly  marched  to  Conftantinopk,  trampled  on 
his  enemies,  avowed  his  correfpondence  with  the 
cmprefs,  and,  without  degrading  her  fons,  af- 
fumed  with  the  title  of  Auguftus,  the  pre-emi- 
nence of  rank  and  the  plenitude  of  power.  But 
his  marriage  with  Theophano  was  refufed  by  the 
fame  patriarch  who  had  placed  the  crown  on  his 
head :  by  his  fecond  nuptials  he  incurred  a  year  of 
cancnieal  penancd;  a  bar  of  fpiritual  affinity  was 
opprfed  to  their  celebration  ;  and  fome  evafion  and 
perjury  were  required  to  filence  the  fcruples  of  the 
clergy  and  people.  The  popularity  of  the  em- 
peror was  loft  in  the  purple :  in  a'  reign  of  fix 
years  he  provoked  the  hatred  of  ftrangers  ^nd  fub- 
jeds ;  and  the  hypocrify  and  avarice  of  the  firit 
Niccphorus  were  revived  in  his  fucceffor.  Hy- 
pocrify I  fliall  never  juftify  or  palliate ;  but  I  will 
dare  to  obferve,  that  the  odious  vice  of  avarice  is 
of  all  others  moft  haftily  arraigned,  and  moft  un- 
mercifully condemned.  In  a  private  citizen,  our 
judgment  feWom  experts  an  accurate  fcrutiny  inter 
his  fortune  and  expence  ;  and  in  a  fteward  of  the 
public  treafure,  frugality  is  always  a  virtue,  and 
the  increafe  of  taxes  too  often  an  indifpenfable 
duty.  Irit  the  ufe  of  hia  patrimony,  th6  gefierous 
temper  of  Nicephorus  had  been  proved ;  and  the 
revenue  \^a8  ftriftly  applied  to  the  fervice  of  the 
ftate :  each  fprihg  the  emperor  marched  in  perfon 
againft  the  Saracens ;  and  every  Roman  might 
compute  the  employment  of  his  taxes  in  triumphs, 
conquefts,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  Eaftem  barrier. 

I  .  Among 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE;  ^         tfj 

Among  the  warriors  who  promoted  his  elevation,   c^H^A' P. 
and  ferved  under  his  ftandard,  a  noble  and  vali-   ^^   ^^mj 
ant  Armenian  had  deferved  and  obtained  the  moft  ^f "  g'^ii. 
eminent  rewards.     The  ftature  of  John  Zimifces  fill '.Con- 
was  below  the  ordinary  ftandard  ;  but  this  diminu-  ix.  A.  D. 
tive  body  was  endowed  with  ftrength,  beauty,  and  ^i^'  ^*^* 
the  foul  of  an  hero.     By  the  jealoufy  of.  the  em- 
peror's  brother,  he  was  degraded  from  the  office 
of  general  of  the  Eaft,  to  that  of  diredor  of  the 
pofts,  and  his  murmurs  were  chaftifcd  with  dif-       , 
grace  and  exile;.      But  Zimifces  was  ranked  among 
the  numerous  lovers  of  the  emprefs;  on  her  in- 
terceflion  he  was  pennitted  to  refide  at  Chalce- 
don  in   the  neighbourhood  of  the  capital:   her 
bounty  was  repaid  in  his  clandeftine  and  amorous 
vifits  to  the  palace;    and  Theophano  confented, 
with  alacrity,  to  the  death  of  an  ugly  and  penu- 
rious hufband.     Some  bold  and  trufty  confpirators 
were  concealed  in  her  moft  private  chambers ;  in 
the  darknefs  of  a  winter  night,  Zimifces,  with  his 
principal  companions,  embarked  in  a  fmall  boat, 
traverfed    the  Bofphorus,    landed   at    the  palace 
flairs,  and  iilently  afcended  a  ladder  of  ropes,  which 
was  caft  down  by  the  female  attendants.     Neither 
his  own  fufpicions,  nor  the  warnings  of  his  friends, 
nor  the  tardy  aid  of  his  brother  Leo,  nor  the  for- 
ferefs  which  he  had  erefted  in  the  palace,  could  prq- 
teft  Nicephorus   from  a  domeftic  foe,  at  whofe 
vofce  every  door  was  opened  to  the  affaflins.     As 
he  flept  on  a  bear-fkin,  on  She  ground,  he  was 
roufed  by  their  noify  intrufion,  and,  thirty  daggers 
glittered  before  his  eyes.    It  is  doubtful  whether 
.   Vox..  IX.  JP  Zimifcej 
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^'3^S'  Zunifccs  imbrued  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  his 
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*  -  fovereign ;  but  he  enjoyed  the  inhumain  fpeftacle 
of  revenge.  The  murder  was  protracted  by  inftilt 
and  cruelty ;  and  as  foou  as  the  head  of  Nicephp- 
rus  was  fhewn  from  the  window,  the  tumult  was 
hufhed,  and  the  Armenian  was  emperor  of  the  Eaft* 
On  the  day  of  his  coronation,  he  was  flopped  on 
the  threftiold  of  St.  Sophia,  by  the  intrepid  patri- 
5^rch  J  who  charged  his  confcience  with  the  deed  of 
treafon  and  blood ;  and  required,  as  a  lign  of  re- 
pentance, that  he  Ihould  feparatc  himfelf  from  his 
more  criminal  aiSbciate.  This  fally  of  apoftolic 
zeal  was  not  offenfivc  to  the  prmce,  lince  he  could 
neither  love  nor  truft  a  woman  who  had  repeat- 
edly violated  the  moft  facred  obligations;  and 
Theophano,  inftead  of  fharing  his  Imperial  fort 
tune,  was  difmifled  with  ignominy  from  his  bed 
and  palace.  In  their  laft  interview,  fhe  difplayed  a 
frantic  and  impotent  ra^e ;  accufed  the  ingratitude 
of  her  lover  ;  aflaulted  with  words  and  blows  her 
fon  Bafil,  as  he  ftood  filent  and  fubmiffive  in  the 
prefence  of  a  fuperipr  colleague  ;  and  avowed  her 
own  proftitution,  in  proclaiming  the  illegitimacy 
of  his  birth.  The  public  indignation  was  appeaf- 
cd  by  her  exile,  and  the  punilhment  of  the  meaner 
accomplices:  the  death  of  an  unpopular  prince 
was  forgiven ;  and  the  guilt  of  Zimifces  was  for-, 
gotten  in  the  fplendour  of  his  virtues.  Perhaps 
bis  profufion  was  lefs  ufeful  to  the  ftate  than  the 
avarice  of  Nicephorus ;  but  his  gentle  and  gene-i 
rous  behaviour  delighted  all  who  approached  his. 
perlbn;  and  it  was. only  in  the  paths  of  viftory; 
ihac  he,  trod  in  the  footfteps  of  his  predeceflbr,. 
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The  greateft  part  of  his  reign  was  employed  in  the   ^?™j^* 
tamp  and  the  field :  his  perfonal  valour  and  a£ti-   t_i  i^-  t 
vity  was  fignalized  on   the  Danube  and  the  Ti- 
gris,  the  ancient  boundaries  of  the  Roman  world  ; 
and  by  his  double  triumph  over  the  Ruffians  and 
the  Saracens,  he  deferved  the  titles  of  faviour  of  the  • 
empire,  and  conquet*or  of  the  Eaft.  ^  In  his   laft 
return  from  Syria,  he  obferved  that  the  moft  fruit- 
ful lands  of  his  new  provinces  were  pofleffed  by  the 
eunuchs.     "  And  is  it  for  them,**  he  exclaimed^ 
with  honeft  indignation,    "  that  we  have  fought 
"  and   conquered?    Is  it  for  them  that  we  flied. 
**  our  blood,  and  exhauft*  the  treafures   of  out 
**  people  ?"  The  complaint  was  re-echoed  to  th6 
palace,  and  the  death  of  Zimifces  is  ftrongly  mark* 
ed  with  the  fufpicion  of  poifon^ 

Under  this   ufurpation,  or  regency,   of  twelve   BafHlt. 
years,  the  two  lawful  emperors,  Bafil  and  Con-  ^"utinc"* 
ft  amine,  had  filently  grown  to  the  age  of  man-   ix.A.l:>. 
hood.     Their  tender  years  had  been  incapable  of  Ly  w. 
dominion :  the  refpeftful  modefty  of  their  attend- 
ance and  falutation,  was  due  to  the  age  and  merit 
of  their  guardians  :  the  childlefs  ambition  of  thofe 
guardians  had  no  temptation  to  violate  their  right 
of  fucceffion :  their  patrimony  was  ably  and  faith- 
fully  adminiftered ;    and  the  premature   death   of 
Zimifces  was  a  lofs,  rather  than  a  benefit,  to  the 
fons  of  Romanus.     Their  want  of  experience  de- 
tained them  twelve  years  longer  the  obfcure  and 
voluntary  pupils  of  a  minifter,  who  extended  his 
teign  by  perfuading  them  to  indulge  the  pleafures 
of  youthi,  and  to  difdain  the  labours  of  govern- 
ment. In  this  filken  web,  the  weaknefs  of  Conftantine 
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CHAP,    "v^as  for  ever  entangled ;  but  his  elder  brother  felt 
the  impulfe  of  genius  and  the  defire  of  adion  ;  he 
frowned,  and   the   minifter   was  no   more.     Bafi! 
was  the  acknowledged  fovqreigii  of  Conftantinople 
and  the   provinces  of  Europe  ;  btit  Alia  'was  op- 
prefFed  by  two  veteran  generals,  t*hocas  and  Scle- 
ifus,  who,  alternately  fiieiids  and  enemies,'  fubjefts 
and  rebels,  maintained  their  independence,  and  la- 
.  boured  to  emulate  the  example  of  fuccefsful  iifurp- 
ation.     Againft   thefe   domeftic  enemies,  the   fort 
of  Romanus  firft  drew  his  fword,  aild  they  trem- 
bled in  the  prefence  of  a  lawful  and  high^fpirited 
prince.  The  firft,  in  the  front  of  battle,  was  thrown 
from  his  horfe,  by  the  ftroke  of  poifon,  or  an  ar- 
row: the  fecond,  who  had  been  twice  loatded  with 
chains,   and  twice  inverted  with  the  purple,  was 
defirous  of  ending  in  peace  the  fmall   remainder 
of  his  days.     As   the   aged  fuppliant  approached 
the,  thronfe,  with  dim   eyes   and  faultering   fteps^ 
leaning  on  his  two  attendants,  the  emperor  exclaim- 
ed, in  the  infolence  of  youth  and  power,  "And 
"  is  this  the  man  who  has  fo  long  been  the  objeO: 
^'  of  our  terror?^*    After  he  had  confirmed  his 
own  authority,  and  the  peace  of  the  empire,  the 
trophies  of  Nicephorus  and  Zimifces   would  not 
fuffer  their  royal  pupil  to  fleep  in  the  palace.     His 
long  and  frequent  expeditions  againft  the  Saracens 
were  father  glorious,  than  ufeful  to  the  empire ; 
but  the  final  deftruftion  of  the  kingdom  of  Bul- 
garia appears,    fmce  the  time  of  Belifarius,  the 
moft  important  triumph  of  the  Roman  arms.     Y€t 
inftead  of  applauding  their  vidorious  prince,  his 
fubjei^s  detefted  -the  rapacious  and  rigid  avarice 
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of  Bafil ;  and  in  the  imperfeft  narrative  of  his  ex- 
ploits, we  can  only  difcern  the  courage,  patience, 
and  ferocioufnefs ,  of  a  ibidien  A  vicious  educa- 
tion,  which  could  not  fubdue  his  fpirit,  had  cloud- 
ed his  mind;  he  was  ignorant  of  every  fciencej 
and  the  remembrance  of  his  learned  and  feeble 
grandfire  might  encourage  a  real  or  aiFefted  con- 
tempt of  laws  and  lawyers,  of  artifts  and  arts.  -  O^ 
fuch  a  charafter,  in  fuch  an  age,  fuperftition  took 
a  firm  and  lading  poffeffion ;  after  the  firft  licence  of 
his  youth,  Bafil  the  fecond  devoted  his  life,  in  the 
palace  and  the  camp,  to  the  penance  of  an  hermit, 
wore  the  monaftie  habit  under  his  robes  and  ar- 
mour,  obferved  a  vow  of  continence,  and  impofed 
on  his  appetites  a  perpetual  abftinence  from  wine  and 
flefh.  In  the  fixty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  his  mar- 
tial fpirit  urged  him  to  embark  in  perfon  for  a  holy 
v/ar  againft  the  Saracens  of  Sicily ;  he  was  pre- 
vented by  death,  and  Bafil,  fumamed  the  Slayer 
of  the  Bulgarians,  was  difmiffed  from  the  world, 
with  the  bleilings  of  the  clergy  and  the  curfes  of 
the  people.  After  his  deceafe,  his  brother  Coh- 
ftantine  enjoyed,  about  three  years,  the  power,  or 
rather  the  pleafures,  of  royalty ;  and  his  only  care 
was  the  fettlemcnt  of  the  fucceflion.  He  had  en- 
joyed, fixty-fix  years,  the  title  of  Auguftus ;  and 
the  reign  of  the  two  brothers  is  the  longeft,  and 
jnoft  obfcure  of  the  Byzantine  hiftory, 

A  lineal  fucceflion  of  five  emperors,  in  a  period 
of  one  hundred  and  fiicty  years,  had  attached  the 
loyalty  of  the  Greeks  to  the  Macedonian  dynaftyi 
which  had  been  thrice  refpefikcd  by  the  ufurpers 
pf  their  pow^r.  After  the  death  of  ^onftantine  the 
'  •  F  3  ninth, 
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CHAP,  ninth,  the  laft  male  of  the  royal  race,  a  new  and 
broken  fcene  prefents  itfelf,  and  the  accumulated 
years  of  twelve  emperors  do  not  equal  the  fpace 
of;  his  fingle  reign.  His  elder  brother  had  prefer^ 
red  his  private  chaftity  to  the'  puWic  intereft,  and 
Conftantine  himfelf  had  only  three  daughters; 
Eudocia,  who  took  the  veil,  and  Zoe  and  TheO'? 
dora,  who  were  preferved  till  a  mature  age  in  a 
ft  ate  of  ignorance  and  viiginity.  When  their  mar^ 
riage  was  difcuffed  in  the  council  of  their  dying 
father,  the  cold  or  pious  Theodora  refufed  to  giv? 
an  heir  to  the  empire,  but  her  fifter  Zoe  prefented 
herfelf  a  willing  vidim  at  the  altar,  Romanua 
Argyrus,  a  patrician  of  a  graceful  perfon  and  fair 
reputation,  was  chofen  for  her  hufband?  and,  on  his 
declining  that  honour,  was  informed,  that  blind- 
Hefe  or  death  was  the  fecond  alternative^.  The 
motive  of  his  reluftance  was  conjug?'  jfFeftion, 
but  his  faithful  wife  facrificed  her  owh  happinefs  to 
his  fafety  and  greatnefs ;  and  her  entrance  into  a 
monaftery  removed  the  only  bar  to  the  Imperial 
nuptials.  After  the  dfeceafe  of  Conftantine,  the 
fceptre  devolved  to  Romanus  the  third;  but  his 
labours  at  home  and  abroad  were  equally  feeble 
gnd  fruitjefs ;  and  the  mature  age,  the  forty-eight 
years  of  Zoe,  were  lefs  favourable  to  the  hopes  of 
pregnancy  than  to  the  indulgence  of  plcafure.  Her 
f^ypurite  chamberlain  was  an  handforae  Paphlago- 
nian  of  the  name  of  Michael,  whofe  firft  trade 
had  be^n  that  of  a  nKmey-ch^nger;  and  Romanus, 
either  £rpm  gratitude  or  equity,  connived  at  their 
criminal  i]:iter<:ourfe,  or  accepted  a  flight  afiurance 
of  their  inngceiice*    But  Zoe  foon  juftified  the 

Roman 
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Roman  maxim,   that   every   adultrefs  is   capable  C  H  a  t. 
of  poifoning  her  hufband ;  and  the  death  of  Ro-  v-i^-y-O 
manus  was  inftantly  followed  by  the  fcandalous 
marriage  and  elevation  of  Michael  the  fourth.     The  Mfchari 
cxpeftations   of  Zoe  w«re  however  difappointed :  paphlago- 
inftead  of  a  vigorous  and  grateful  lover,  (he  had  "J*^ 
placed  in  her  bed,  a  miferable  wretch,  whofe  health  i«34, 
and  reafon  were  impaired  by  epileptic  fits,  and     P"  "' 
whofe   confcience  was  tormented  by  defpaur  and 
remorfe*     The  moft  ikilful  phyficians  of  the  mind 
and  body  were  fvunmoned  to  his  aid;    and  his 
hopes  were  amufed  by  frequent  pilgriniages  to  the 
baths,  and    to    the  tdmbs   of   the   moft    popular 
faints;   the  monks  applauded  his  penance,  and, 
except  reftitution,  (but  to  whom  fhould  he  have  re- 
ftored  ?)  Michael  fought  every  method  of  expiat- 
ing his  guiltr    While  he  groaned  and  prayed  in 
fackcloth  and  alhes,  his  brother,  the  eunuch  John, 
finiled  at  his  remorfe,  and  enjoyed  the  harveft  of 
a  crime  of  which  himfelf  was  the  fecret  and  moft 
guilty  author.     His   adminiftration  was   only  the 
art  of    fatiating    his   avarice,  and  Zoe  became  a 
captive  in  the  palace  of    her  fathers  and  in  the 
hands  of  her  flaves.     When  he  perceived  the  irre- 
trievable decline  of  his  brother's  health,  he  intro- 
duced his  nephew,  another  Michael,  who  derived 
his  fumame  of  Calaphates  from  his  father's  occu- 
^tion  in  the  careening  of  veflels :  at  the  com- 
jnaad  of  the  eunuch,  Zoe  adopted  for  her  fon, 
the  fon  of  a  mechanic ;  and  this  fiditious  heir  wa& 
inrvefted  with  the  title  and  purple  of  the  Cssfars, 
in  the  prefence  of  the  fenate  and  clergy.      So 
feeble  was  the  chs^a^r  of  Zoe^  that  fbe  was  Gp* 
•  F  4  preffcd 
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^LViii"   P^^^^  ^y  ^^  liberty  and  power  which  fee  recovcr- 
I ^^.^  ed  by  the  death  of  the  Paphlagonian  j  and  at  the 

^' Cab-     ^^  ^f  fo^^  ^^7^9  fl^^  placed  the  crown  on  the  head 
f^ates,       of  Michael  the  fifth,  who  had  protefted,  with  tears 
J041,         and  oaths,  that  he  fhould  ever  redgn  the  firft  and 
Dec.  14.      pjofl.   obedient  of  her  fubjefts.    The  only  aft  of 
bis   fhort  reign  was  his  bafe  ingratitude  to  bis 
benefaftors,  the  eunuch   and  the  emprefs.     The 
difgraoe  of  the  former  was  pleafing  to  the  public ; 
but  the  murmurs,  and  at  length  the  clamours,  of 
.'         Conftjmtinople   deplored  the    exile   of  Zoe,    the 
daughter  of  fo  many  emperors  ;  her  vices  were  for- 
gotten, and  Michael  was  taught,  that  there  is  ^ 
period  in  which  the  patience  of  the  t^unef^  ilaves 
.rifes  into  fury  and  revenge.     The  citizens  of  every 
-degree  affembled  in  a  formidable  tumult    which 
lafted  three  days  j  they  befieged  the  palace,  forced 
Zocand      the  gates,  recalled  their  mothers.   Zoe  from  her 

Theodora,        .^^  ^    rJi       ^  r  ,  o  v 

A.D.         prifon,  Theodora  trom  her  monaftery,  and  con- 
April  ai.     demned  the  fon  of  Calaphates  to  the  lofs  of  hi^ 
eyes  or  of  his  life.     For  the  firft  time,  the  Greeks 
beheld  with  furprife  the  two  royal  fifters  feated  oxx 
the  fame  throne,  prefiding  in  the  fenate,  and  giving 
audience  to  the  ambafiadors  of  the  nations.  Hut  thijs 
lingular  union  fubfifted  no  more  than  two  months  $ 
the  two  fovereigns,   their  tempers,  interefts,  and 
adherents,  were  fecretly  boftile  to  each  other ;  and 
as  Theodora  was  flill  adverfe  to  marriage,  the  in- 
defatigable Zoe,  at  the  age  of  fixty,   confented, 
for  the  public  good,  to  fuftain  the  embraces  of  a 
third  biidband,   and  the  cenfures   of  the   Greek 
ConftaB'     church.      His  name  and  number  were  Conftantin^ 

M^oms-  the  tenth)  and  th^  epithet  of  Mfinomacbmy  tbe 
chui.  «         fingle 
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fingie  combatant,  muft  have  been  expreffive  of  his  ^!\^-^' 
valour  and  viitory  in  fomq  public  or  private  quar-         ^-  „^ 
rel.     But  his  health  was  broken  by  the  tortures  of  ^-  ^• 
the  gout,  and  his  diiTolute'  reign  was  fpent  in  the  june'fi. 
alternative  of  ficknefs  ^dpleafure.     A  f^r  and 
noble  w|dqw  had  accompa-jiied  Conftantine  in  his 
exile  to  (he  ifle  of  Lefbos,  and  Sclerena  gloried  in 
the  appellation  of  his   mUlrers.     After  his  marri- 
age and  elevation,  ibe  was  invefled  with  the  tide 
and  pomp  of  Augujia^  and  occupied  a  contiguous 
apartment  in  the  palace.    The  lawful  confort  (fuch 
was  the  delicacy  or  corruption  of  Zoe)  confented 
to  this  (Irangc  and  fcanda)ous  partition ;  and  the 
emperor  appeared  in  public  betwepn  his  wife  and 
his  concubine.  He  furvived  them  both ;  but  the  laft 
raeafures  pf  Conftantine  to  change  the  order  of 
ikcceflion  were  prevented    by    the  mpre  vigilant 
friends  of  Theodora;   and  after  his  deceafe,  Ihe  pj«>- 
refumed,  with  the  general  confent,  the  poifeflion  a.  D. 
of  hfir  inheritance.     In  her  name,  and  by  the  in-  Jf^^  *  ^ 
fluence  of  four  eunychs,  the  Eaftem  world  was 
peaceably  .  governed  about  nineteen  months ;  and 
^  they  wifhed  to  prolong  their  dominion,  they 
perfuaded  the  aged  princefs  to  nominate  for  her 
fucceffor  Michael  the  fixth.     The  fumame  of  Stra-  Micbaei 
poticus^  declares  his  military  profeffion;    but  the  tioiicug," 
crazy  and  decrepit  veteran  could  only  fee  with  the  ^-  ^" 
eyes,  and  execute  with  the  hands,  of  his  miniilers*  Auguft  as, 
Whilll  he  afcended  the  throne,  Theodora  funk  in- 
to the  grave  ;  the  laft  of  the  Macedonian  or  Bafi- 
Jian  dynafty.     I  havo^haftily  reviewed,  and  gladly 
difmifs   this   (hamcftil   and   deftruftive  period   of 
|wenty-eight  years,  in  which  the  Greeks,  degraded 

below 
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^jS.viu     ^^^^  ^^  common  level  of  fervitude,  were  tranf- 
\_  --^-..'r  ferred  like  a  herd  of  cattle  by  the  choice  or  caprice 
of  two  impotent  females. 

^^h  From  this  night  of  flavery,  a  ray  of  freedom, 

HUB,  A  D.  or  at  leaft  of  fpirit,  begins  to  emerge :  the  Greeks 
Aifguft  ti.  ^^^  preferred  or  revived  the  ufe  of  furnames, 
which  perpetuate  the  fame  of  hereditary  virtue  ; 
and  we  now  difcem  the  rife,  fucceffion,  and  alli- 
ances of  the  laft  dynafties  of  Conftantinople  and 
Trebizond,  The  Comneni^  who  upheld  for  a  while 
the  fate  of  the  finking  empire,  affumed  the  honour 
of  a  Roman  origin :  but  the  family  had  been  long 
fince  tranfported  from  Italy  to  Afia.  Their  patri- 
monial eftate  was  fituate  in  the  diftrift  of  Cafta- 
mona  in  the  neighl>purhood  of  the  Euxine ;  and 
one  of  their  chiefs,  who  had  already  entered  the 
paths  of  ambition,  revifited  vAiSx  afFeftion,  perhaps 
with  regret,  the  modeft  though  honourable  dwell- 
ing of  his  fathers.  The  firft  qi  their  line  was  the 
illuftrious  Manuel,  who,  in  the  reign  of  the  fecond 
Bafil,  contributed  by  war  and  treaty  to  appeafc 
the  troubles  of  the  Eaft :  he  left  m  a  tender 
age,  two  fons,  Ifaac  and  John,  whom,  with 
the  confcioufnefs  of  defert,  he  bequeathed  to  the 
gratitude  and  favour  of  his  fovereign.  The  noWe 
youths  were  carefully  trained  in  the  learning  of  the 
monaftery,  the  arts  of  the  palace,  and  the  exer- 
cilfes  of  the  camp :  and  from  the  domeftic  fervke  of 
the  guards,  they  were  rapidly  promoted  to  the 
command  of  provinces  and  armies.  Their  fraternal 
union  doubled  the  force  and  reputation  of  the 
Comneni,  and  their  ancient  nobility  was  Sluftrated 

by 
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by  the  marriage  of  the  two  brothers,  with  a  captive  ^"^Z- 
princefs  of  Bulgaria,  and  the  daughter  of  a  patri- 
cian, who  had  obtained  the  name  of  Charm  from 
the  number  of  enemies  whom  he  had  fent  to  the 
Infernal  fhades.     The  foldiers  had  ferved  with  re- 
luftant  loyalty  a  feries  of  effeminate  mafters ;  the 
elevation  of  Michael  the  fixth  was  a  perfonal  infult 
to  the  more  deferving  generals ;  and  their  difcon^ 
tent  was  inflamed  by  the  parfimony  of  the  emperor 
and  the  infolence  of  the  eunuchs.     They  fecretly 
aflembled  in  the  fanduary  of  St.  Sophia,  and  the 
votes  of  the  military  fynod  would  have  been  una- 
nimous in  favour  of  the  old  and  valiant  Cataca- 
Ion,  if  the  patriotifm  or  modefty  of  the  veteran 
had  not  fuggefted  the  importance  of  birth  as  well 
as  merit  in  the  choice  of  a  fovcreign.     Ifaac  Com- 
jjenus  was  approved  by  general  confent,  and  the 
aflbciates  feparated  without  delay  to  meet  in  the 
plains  of  Phrygia  at  the  head  of  their  refpeftivc 
fquadrons  and  detachments.     The  caufe  of  Michael 
was  defended  in  a  (ingle  battle  by  the  mercenaries 
of  the  Imperial  guard,   who  were  aliens  to  the 
public  intereft,  and  animated  only  by  a  principle 
of  honour  and  gratitude.     After  their  defeat,  the 
fears  of  the  emperor  folicited  a  treaty,  which  was 
almoft  accepted  by  the  moderatk>n  of  the  Com- 
nenial.     But  the  former  was  betrayed  by  his  am- 
baffadors,    aUd  the  latter  was  prevented  by  hid 
friends.    The    folitary   Michael  fubmitted  to  the 
voice  of  the  people;  the  patriarcji  annulled  their 
0ath  of  allegiance ;  and  as  he  fhaved  the  head  of 
the  royal   monk,  congratulated  his  beneficial  ex** 
f hangc  of  temporal  rpyaky  for  the  kingdom  of 

heaven: 
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CHAP.    Jieaven :  an  exchange,  however,  which  the  prieft^ 
*     on  his  own  account,  would  probably  have  decline 
^d.     By  the  hands   of  the  fame  patriarch,  Ifaac 
Comnenus  was  folemnly  crowned :  the  fword  which 
Jie  infcribe4  on  his  coins,    might  be  an  oftenfive 
fymbol,  if  it  implied  his  title  by  conqueft  ;  but  this 
fword  would  have  been  drawn  againft  the  foreign 
and  domeftic  enemies  bf  the  ftate.     The  decline 
of  his   healtl^  and  vigour  fufpended  the  operation 
of  "aOive  virtue ;  and  the  profpefl:  of  approaching 
jdeath  determined  him  to  interpofe  fome  moments 
between  life  and  eternity.     But  inftead  of  leaving 
the  empire  as  the  mariaage  portion  of  his  daughter, 
his  reafon  and  inclination  concurred  in  the  prefer- 
jcnce  of  his  brother  John,  a  foldier,  a  patriot,  and 
the  father  of  five  fons,  the  future  pillars  of  an  here- 
ditary fucceffion.     His  firft  modeft  reludance  might 
be  the  natural  dictates  of  difcretion  and  tendernefs, 
but  his  obftinate  and  fuccefsful  perfeyerance,  how- 
(ever  it  may  dazzle  with  the  fhew  of  virtue,  muft 
be  cenfured  as  a  criminal  defertion  of  his  dut)^^ 
and  a  rare  oflfence  ag^nft  his  family  and  country, 
,The  purple  which  he  had  refufed  was  accepted  by 
Confltantine  Ducas,    a  friend   of  the   Gomneni^ii 
houfe,  and  "whofe  noble  birth  v^as  adorned  with  the 
experience  and  reputation  of  civil  policy.     In  the 
monaftic   habit,   Ifaac   recovered  his  healthy    and 
furviyed  two  years  his  voluntary   abdication.     At 
the  command  of  his  abbot,  he  obferved  the  rub 
of  St.  Bafil,  and  executed  the  moft  fervile  offices  of 
the  convent:   but  his  latent  vanity  was  gratified 
by  the  frequent  and  refpeftful  vifits  of  the  reigning 
monarch,  who  reyerecl  in  his  perfqn  the  charade? 
'  of  a  beqefa^tor  and  a  faint, 

2  If 
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If'  Conftaritine  the  eleventh  were  indeed  the  fub-  chap, 
J€£k  moft  worthy  of  empire,  we  muft  pity  the  de-    v,,,^-.v-0 
bafcment  of  the  age  and  nation  in  which  he  was   Conftan- 
chofen.     In  the  labour  of  puerile  declamations  he  Ducas/ 
fought,    without    obtaining,   the  crown    of    elo-   A-^- 
quence,  more  precious,  in  his  opinion,  than  that   Dec '25. 
of  Rome ;  and,  in  the  fubordinate  fundions  of  a 
judge,  he  forgot  the  duties  of  a  fovereign  and  a 
warrior.     Far  from  imitating  the  patriotic  indiffe- 
rence of  the  authors  of  his  greatnefs,  Ducas  was 
anxious  only  to  fecure,  at  the  expence  of  the  re- 
public, the  power  an4  profperity  of  his  children. 
His  three  fons,  Michael  the  feventh,  Andronicus 
the   firft,  .and  Conftantine  the  twelfth,  were  in- 
vetted,  in  a  tender  age,  with  the  equal  title  of  Au-  Eudocia. 
guftus  J  and  the  fucceffion  was  fpeedily  opened  by   ,06 7, May. 
their  father's  death.      His  widow,  Eudocia,  was 
cntrufted  with  the  adminiftration  ;  but  experience 
had  taught  the  jealoufy  of  the  dying  monarch  to 
protect  his  fons  from  the  danger  of  her  fecond 
nuptials  ;    and  her  folemn  engagement,    attefted 
by   the   principal  fenators,    was  depofited  in  the 
hands  of  the  patriarch.     Before  the  end  of  feven 
months,  the  wants  of  Etuiocia,  or  thofe  of  the 
ftate,  called  aloud  for  the  male  virtues  of  a  fol- 
dier :  atid  her  heart  had  already  chofen  Romanus 
Diogenes,  whom  ihe  rai£sd  from  the  fcaffold  to 
the  throne.    The  difcovcry  of  a  treafonable  at-, 
tempt  had  expofed  him  to  the  feverity  of  the  laws : 
his  beauty  and  valour  abfolved  him  in  the  eyes  of 
the  emprefs;  and   Romanus,  from  a  mild  exile, 
Vas  recalled  on  the  fecond  day  to  the  command 
Qf  the  Oriental  armiest  .  Her  royal  choige  was  yet 
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unknoiJi^n  to  the  public,  and  the  promife  which 
would  have  betrayed  her  felfehood  and  levity,  was 
ftolen  by  a  dextrous  emiffary  from  the  ambition  of 
the  patriarch.      Xiphilin  at  firft  alleged  the  fanftity 
of  oaths  and  the  Ikcred  nature  of  a  truft ;  but  a 
whifpcr  that  his  brother  was  the  future  emperor, 
relaxed   his  fcruple$,  and  forced  him  to   confefs 
that  the  public  fafety  was  the  fupreme  law.     He 
refigned  the  important  paper ;  and  when  his  hopes 
were  confounded  by  the  nomination  of  Romanus, 
he  could  no  longer  regain  his  feturity,  retraft  his 
declarations,   nor  oppofe  the  fecond  nuptials  of 
the  emprefs.     Yet  a  murmur  was  heard  in  the 
palace  ;  and  the  Barbarian  guards  had  raifed  their 
battle-axes  in  the  caufe  of  the  houfe  of  Ducas,  till 
the  young  princes  were  footbed  by  the  tears  of  their 
mother  and  the  folemn  affujrances  of  the  fidelity  of 
their  guardian,  who  filled  the  Imperial  ftation  with 
dignity  and  honour.     Hereafter  I  Ihall  relate  his 
valiant  but  unfuccefsful  efforts  to  refift  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  Turks.     His  defeat  and  captivity  in* 
fi^dted   a  deadly  wound  on  the    Byzantine   mo-« 
narchy  of  the  Eafl ;  and  after  .he  was  releafed  from 
the  chains .  of  the  fultan,*  he  vainly  fought  his  wifd 
and  his  fubjefts.    His  wife  had  been  thrttft  into 
a  monaftery,   and  the  fubjefts  of  Romanus  had 
embraced  the  rigid  maxim  of  the  civil  law,  that  a 
prifoner  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  is  deprived,  as 
by  the  ftroke  of  death,  of  all  the  public  and  pri- 
vate rights  of  a  citizen.     In.  the  general  confterna^ 
tion,  the  Csefar  John  afferted  the  indefeafible  right 
of  his  three  nephews :  Conftantinople   liftehed  tcf 
his  voice  j  and  the  Turkiih  captive  was  proclaini- 
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ed   in  the  cajntal,  and  received  on  the  frontier,    ^jnJtn' 
as  an  enemy  of  the  republic,     Romanus  m^s  not 
more  fortunate  in  domefUi:  than  in  foreign  war : 
the  lofs  of  two  battles  compelled  him  to  yield,  on 
the  aflurance  of  fair  and  honourable  treatment; 
but  his  enemies  were  devoid  of  faith  or  humanity ; 
and,  after  the  cruel  extinfHon  of  his  fight,  his  wounds 
were  left  to  bleed  and  corrupt,  till  in  a  few  days  he 
was  relieved  from  a  ftate  of  mifery.  Under  the  triple 
reign  of  the  houfe  of  Ducas,  the  two  younger 
brothers  were  reduced  to  the  vain  honours  of  the 
purple ;  but  the  elded,  the  pufiUanimous  Michael, 
was  incapable  of  fuftaining  the  Roman  fceptre ;  and 
his  fumame  of  Parapinaces  denotes  the  reproach 
which  he  fhared  with  an  avaricious  favourite,  who' 
enhanced  the  price,   and  diminiftied  the  meafure, 
of  wheat.     In  the  fchool  of  Pfellus,  and  after  the 
example  of  his  mother,  the  fon  of  Eudocia  made 
fome  proficiency  in  philofophy  and  rhetoric  j  but 
his  character  was  degraded,  mther  thaa  ennobled, 
by  the  virtues  of  a  monk  and  the  learning  of  a 
fophift.     Strong  in  the  contempt  of  their  fovereign 
and  their  own   efteem,  two  generals  at  the  head 
of  the  European  and  Aliatic  legions  affumed  the 
purple  at  Adrianople  and  Nice.     Their  revolt  was 
in  the  feme  month;  th«y  bore  the  fame  name  of 
Nicephorus ;    but  the   two    candidates   were  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  furnamcs  of  Bryennius  and  Bo- 
tatiiates ;  the  former  in  the  maturity  of  wifdom 
and  courage,  the  latter  confpicuous  only  by  the 
memory  of  his  paft  exploits.     While   Botaniates 
advanced  with  cautious  arid  dilatory  ftcps,  his  aftive 
competitor  ftood  in  arms  before  the  gates  of  Con- 
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ftaritinople.  The  name  of  Bryennius  wis  illuftrt- 
ous }  ,  his  caufe  was  popular ;  but  his  lictotious 
troops  could  not  be  reftrained  from  burning  •  and 
pillaging  a  fuburb ;  and  the  people,  who  wbuld 
have  hailed  the  rebel,  rejedted  and  repulfed  the 
incendiary  of  his  country.  '  This  change  of  tb& 
public  opinion  was  favourable  to  Botaniates,  who 
at  length,  with  an  array  of  Turks,  approached 
the  fliores  of  Chalcedon.  A  formal  invitation, 
in  the  name  of  the  patriarch,  the  fynod,  and 
the  fenate,  was  circulated  through  the  ftreets  of 
Conftantinople ;  and  the  general:  affembly,  in  the 
dome  of  St.  §ophia,  debated,  with  order  and 
calmnefs,  on  the  choice  of  their  fovereign.  The 
guards  of  Michael  would  have  difperfed  this  un- 
armed multitude;  but  the  feeble  emperor,  ap- 
plauding his  own  moderation  and  clemency,  rc- 
figned  the  enfigns  of  royalty,  and  WaJ$  rewarded 
with  the  monaftic  habit,,  and  the  title  of  archbifliop 
of  Ephefus.  He  left  a  fon,  a  Conftantine,  bom 
and  educated  in  the  purple ;  and  a  daughter  of  the 
houfe  of  Ducas  illuftrated  the  blood,  and  cqafirm-p, 
ed  the  fucceffipn  of  the  Comnenian  dynafty. 

John  Comnenus,  the  brother  of  the  emperor^ 
Ifaac,  furvived  in  peace  and  dignity  his  generous 
refufal  of  the  fcept^e.  By  his  wife  Anne,  a  \w>- 
man  of  mafculine  fpirit  and  policy,  he  left  eight 
children :  the.  three  daughters  multiplied  the  Com- 
nenian alliances  with  the  nobleft  of  the  Greeks :.  of 
the  five  fons,  Manuel  was  flopped  by  a  premature 
death;  Ifaac  and  Alexius  reftored  the  Imperial 
greatnefs  of  their  houfe,  which  was  enjoyed  with- 
out toil  or  danger  by  the  two  younger  iHrethreny 
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Adrian  and  Nkephorus.    Alesdus,  the  third  and  ^^^Aj^' 
moft  illuftrious  c£  the  brothers,  wis  endowed  by 
nature  with  the  choiceft  gifb  both  of  miKd  and 
body :  they  were  cultivated  by  a  lifaerad  education, 
and  egcereiied  in  the  fchool  of  obedience  and  ad^ 
^verfity.     Hie  youth  was  difmifled  from  the  perils 
of  the  Tiirkifli  war,  by  the  paternal  care  of  the  exa^ 
peror  Romanus ;  but  the  mother  of  the  Comn^ni, 
with  her  afpiringrace^  was  acculed  of  treafon,  and 
hauQi&ed,  by  the  fons  of  Ducais,  to  an  ifland  in  the 
Kropontis*     The  two  brothers  foon  emerged  into 
£ivour   and  a6tion,    fought  by  each  other's   fide 
againft  the  rebels  and  Barbarians,  and  adhered  to 
the  emperor  Michael,  till  he  was  deferred  by  th^ 
world  and  by  himfelf.     In  his  firft  interview  with 
Betaniates,  ^^  Prince,''  iaid  Alexius,  with  a  nobU 
franknefs,  *'  my  duty  rendered  me  your  enemy  5 
^^  the  decrees  cf  God  and  of  the  people  have  made 
*'  me  your  fubjed.     Judge  of  my  future  loyalty, 
^*  by  my  paft  oppofition."     The  fucceffor  of  Mi- 
chael entertained  him  with  efteem  and  confidence  1 
his  valour  was  employed  againft  three  rebels,  who 
diiturbed  the  peace  of  the  empire,  or  at  leaft  of  the 
emperors.    Uxfel,  Bryeantus,  and  Bafilacius^  were 
Jomndable  by  their  nu^oerous  forces  and  military 
^bme:    they  :were  fuccefGvely  vanquifhed  in  the 
fi^ld,  a|id  led  in  chains, to  the  foot  of  the  throne;  and 
whatever  treatment  'they  might  receive  from  a  timid 
and  cruel  .court,  they  applauded  the  clemency,  as 
weH  as  the  courage,  of  their  conqueror.    But  the 
jl^lill^  ,of  the  Comneni  was  foon  tainted  by  fear 
and  .ful|iicion;  nor  is  it  eafy  to  fetde  between  a 
fttbjed  and  a  defpot,  the  debt  of  gratitude,  which 
Voi-.IX.  G        .  the 
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c  H  A  F.  the  former  is  tempted  to  claim  by  a  revolt,  and  the 
latter  to  difcharge  by  an  executioner.  The  refu&I  of 
Alexius  to  march  againft  a  fourth  rebel,  the  hufband 
of  his  fifter,  deftroy$<frthe  merit  or  memoiry  ^f  his 
paft  fervices :  the  favourites  of  Botaniates  pri^cs^oked 
the  ambition  %hich  they  apprehended  and^accufed  ; 
and  the.retreat  of  the  two  brothers  might  be  jufti* 
fied  by  the  defence  of  their  life  ot  liberty.  The 
women  of  the  £umly  were  depqfited^  a  fanfhiary, 
refpefted  by  tyrants  :  the  men^mtrtinted  on  horfe- 
back,  falUed  from  the  city,  and'  ereded  the  (Ian- 
dard  of  civil  war.  The  foldiers,  who  had  been  gra«> 
dually  afiembled  in  the  capt&l  and  the  neighbour- 
hood, were  devoted  to  thecaufe  of  a  viftorious  and 
injured  leader :  the  tiesiof  common  interefl  and  do* 
.medic  alliance  fecured  the  attachment  of  the  houfe 
ot  Ducas ;  and  the  generous  difpute  of  the  Com-^ 
neni  was  terminated  by  the  deciiive  rdblution  of 
Ifaac,  who  was  the  firft  to  invert  his  younger  bro- 
ther with  the  name  and  enfigns  of  royalty.  They 
returned  to  Conflantinople,  to  threaten  rather  than 
beficge  that  impregnable  fortrefs ;  but  the  fidelity 
:of  the  guards  was  corrupted  ;  a  gate  was  furprifed  ; 
and  the  fleet  was  occupied  by  the  adive  courage 
of  George  Eelasologus,  who  fought  againft  his  fa^ 
ther,  without  forejedng  that  he  laboured  for  his 
pofterity.  Alexius  afceiided  the  throne ;  and  his 
aged  competitor  difappeared  in  a  monaftery*  An 
army  of  various  nations  was  gratified  with  the  pil- 
Jage  of  the  city;  but  the  public  diforders  were 
expiated  by  the  tears  and  farts  of  the  Comneni,  who 
fubmitted  to  every  penance  compatible  with  the 
polfeflion  of  the.  empire.         ,     , 
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-     The  fife  of  the  emperor  Alexius  has  been  de-  ^Ji^t^* 
Uneated  by  a  favourite  daughter,  who  was  infplred  ■    -^-If 
by  a  tender  regard  for  his  perfon  and  a  laudable   Alexius  L 
zeal  to  perpetuate  his  virtues.     Confcious  of  the  ncnui, 
juft  fufpicion  of  her  readers,  the  princefs  Anna  Aprii'xf  * 
Comnena  repeatedly  protcfts,  that,  befides  her  per-    . 
fonal  knowledge,    ihe  had  fearched  the  difcourfe 
and  writings  of  the  mod  refpe£table  veterans :  that 
after  an  interval  of  thirty  years,  forgotten  by,  anS 
forgetful  of,  the  world,  her  mournful  iblitude  was 
inacceffible  to  hope  and  fear ;  and  that  truth,  the 
naked  perfect  truth,   was  more  dear  and   facred 
tlian  the  memory  of  her  parent.     Yet,  inftead  of 
the  fimplicity  of  ftyle  and  narrative  which  wins  our 
belief,   an  elaborate   affedation   of   rhetoric   and 
fcience  betrays  in  every  page  the  vamty  of  a  fe- 
male author.     The  genuine  charafter  of  Alexius 
is  loft  in  a  vague  conftellation  of  virtues  ;  and  the 
perpetual  ftrain  of  panegyric  and  apology  awakens 
our  jealoufy j  to  queftion  the  veracity  of  the  hiftoriah 
and  the  merit  of  the  hero.    We  cannot  however 
refufe  her  judicious  and  important  remark,  that  the  * 
difcK'ders  of  the  times  were  the  misfortune  and  the 
glory  of  Alexius ;  and  that  every  calamity  which 
can  affiift  a  declining  empire  was  accumulated  on 
his  reigti  by  the  juftice  of  heaven  and  the  vices  of 
his  predeceflbrs.'    In  the  Eaft,  the  viftorious  Turks 
had  fpread,    from  Perfia  to  .  the  Hellefpont,  the 
reign  of  the  Koran  and  the  Cfefcent :  the  Weft  wjte 
invaded  by  the  adventurous  valour  of  flie  Nor- 
mans ;  and,  in  the  moments  of  peace,  the  Danube 
poured  forth  new  fwarms^  who  had  gained,  in  the 
fcience  of  war>  what  they  had  loft  in  the  fcrociouf- 
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xLViif'  ^^^^  ^^  matwicrs.    The  fea  was  not  left  hoftttc  than 
the  land  j  and  while  die  frontiers  were  affaultcd  by 
an  open  enemy,  the  palace  was  diilraded    with 
fecret  treafbn  and  conJpir^cy.    On  a  fudden,  die 
banner  of  the  crofs  was  difplayed  by  the  Latins : 
Europe  was  precipitated  on  Afia;  and  Conftand- 
^q>le  had  almoft  been  fwept  away  by  this  impe- 
tuous deluge*      In  the  tejnpeft  Alexius  fleered  the 
Imperial  veffel  with  dexterity  and  courage.    At 
:th^  head  of  his  armies,  he  was  bold  in  a£don,  fkil- 
fol  in  ftratagem,  .patient  of  fatigue,  ready  to.  im- 
prove his  advantages,  and  rifing  from  his  defeats 
with  inexhauftible  vigour.     The  difcipline  .of  the 
can^  was  revived,  and  a  new  generation  of  men 
and  foldiers  was  created  by  the  example  and  the 
precepts  of  their  leader.     In  his  inlercourfe  with 
the  Latins,  Alexius  was  padent  and  artful :  his  di£- 
cerning  eye  pervaded  the  newfyftem  of  an  unknown 
world ;  and  I  fliall  hereafter  defcribe  the  fuperfor 
policy- with  which  he  balanced  the  interefts  and 
paffions  of  the  champions  of  the  firft  crufade-    In 
a  long  reign  of  thirty-feven  years,  he.fubdued  an4 
pardoned  the  envy  of  his  equals:    the  laws   of 
publjic  and.  private,  order  were  reftored :  the  arts 
of  we^th  and  fcience  were  cultivated :  the  iJimits 
of  th^  empire  were  enlarged  in  Europe  and  Aiia ; 
and  th«  Comneman  fceptre  was  tranfmitted  to  his 
children  of  the  third  and  fourth  generation^    Yet 
the  difiiculties  of  the  time$  betrayed  fome  defe^^s 
in  his  cfaara£ler ;  and  have  expofed  his  memory  to 
fome.  juft  or  ungenerous  reproach.    The  reader 
may.  polSbly  faiile  at  the  lavifh  praife  which  his 
.  daughter  fo  often  beilows  on  a  flying  hero:  th^ 
.    .  weakaefe 
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weaknefs  or  prudence  of  his  fituation  might'  be  xlvui** 
miflaken  for  a  want  of  perfonal  courage  ;  and  hi^ 
polidcal  arts  are  branded  by  die  Latins  with  the 
names  of  deceit  and  diflimulation*  The  inereafe 
of  the  male  and  female  branches  of  his  hxtdly 
adorned  the  throne  and  fecured  the  fucceffion; 
but  their  princely  hixury  and  pride  offended  the 
patricians,  exhaufted  the  revenue,  and  infblted  the 
mifery  of  the  people.  Anna  is  a  faithful  witnds 
that  his  happinefs  was  dcftroyed,  and  his  health 
was  broken,  by  the  cares  of  a  public  life :  the  pa- 
tience of  Conflantinople  was  fatigued  by  the  length 
and  feverity  of  his  reign ;  and  before  Alexius  ex- 
pired, he  had  loft  the  love  and  reverence  of  his 
fubjefts.  The  clergy  could  not  forgive  his  appli- 
cation of  the  facred  riches  to  the  defence  of  the 
ftate ;  but  they  applauded  his  theological  learning 
and  ardent  zeal  for  the  orthodox  faith,  which  he 
defended  with  his  tongue,  hi«  pen,  and  his  fword. 
His  character  was  degraded  by  the  fuperftition  of 
the  Greeks  ;  and  the  fame  inconfiftent  principle  of 
human  nature  enjoined  the  emperor  to  found  an 
hofpitalfor  the  poor  and  infirm,  and  to  direQ:  the 
execution  of  an  heretic,  who  was  burnt  alive  in 
the  fquare  of  St.  Sophia,  Even  the  fincerity  of  his 
moral  and  religious  virtues  w^s  fufpeded  by  the 
perfons  who  had  pafled  their  lives  in  his  ^miliar 
cfmfkdeuce.  In  his  laft  hours,  when  he  was  preffed 
by  his  wife  Irene  to  alter  the  fucceffion,  he  raifi^ 
his  head,  and  breathed  z  pious  i^aculation  on  the 
Vanity  of  this  world.  The  indignant  reply  of  the 
j#mpreif  may  b»  infc^ibed  as  an  cfitiLfh  on  his; 
-  .  Q  i  '      tomb. 
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John,  or         It  was  the  wifti  of  Irene  to  fupplant  the  eldeft 
Jobannes     ^^  ^^^  furviving  fons,  in  favour  of  her  daughter 
A.  D.    '  the  princefs  Anne,  whofe  philofophy  would  not 
jtoguft*!^.  have  refufed  the  weight  of  a  diadem.  But  the  order 
of  male  fucceffion  was  afTerted  by  the  friends  of 
their  country ;  the-lawful  heir  drew  the  royal  fignet 
from  the  finger  of  his  infenfible  or  confcious  father, 
and  the  empire  obeyed  the  mafter  of  the  palace. 
Anna  Comnena  was  fUmulated  by  ambition  and 
revenge  to  confpire  againft  the  life  of  her  brother, 
and  when  the  defign  was  prevented  by  the  fears 
or  fcruples  of  her  hufband,  fhe  paflion?iteIy  exclaim- 
.    cd,  that  nature  had  miftaken  the  two  fex^s,  and 
Ijad  endowed  Bryennlus  with  the  foul  of  a  woman. 
The  two  fons  of  Alexius,  John  and  Ifaac,  main- 
tjiineidi  the  fraternal  concord,  the  Tiereditary  virtue 
of  their  race  ;  and  the  younger  brother  was  content 
with  the  ^itle  of  S^bqftocrator^  which   approached 
the  dignity,    without  fliaring  the  power,    of  the 
ffmperor.     In  the  fame  perfon,  the  claims  of  pri- 
jnc^eniture  jmd  merit  were  fortunately  united  \  his 
fjyarthy  complexion,  harfh  features,  and  diminutive 
^Jaturp,  h^d  fuggefted  the  ironical  furname  of  Calo- 
,    Johannes,  or  John  the  Handfonie>*  which  his  grate- 
ful fiibje^^  T^orp  ferioufly  applied  to  the  beauties 
of  his  mind.     After  the  difcovery  of  her  treafon, 
t]hie  life  and  fortune  of  Anne  were  juftly  forfeited  to 
JlhjB^  laws.     Her  life  >as  fpared  by  the  clemency  of 
thjB  emperor,  but  he  vifited  the^  pomp  and  treamres 
ef  her  palace^  aBL^'bcftowed  the  jrkh  ^opfifjatiojft 
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on  the  moft  defervmg  of  his  fxiendst    That  re-    ^H  A  P. 
fpefiable  friend,  Axuch,  a  flave  of  Turkiih   ex* 
tra&ion,  prefumed  to  decline  the  gift,,  and  to  in- 
tercede for  the  criminal :  his  generous  mailer  ap* 
plauded  and  imitated  the  virtue  of  his  favourite, 
and  the  reproach  or  .complaint  of  an  injured  broths 
was  the  only  chaftifement  of  the  guilty  princefs. 
After  this  example  of  clemency,  the  remisdnder  of 
his  reign  was  never  difturbed  by  confpiracy  or  re- 
bellion :  feared  by  his  nobles,  beloved  by  his  peo-* 
pie,  John  was  never  reduced  to  the  painftil  neceflity 
of  punifliing,  or  even  of  pardoning,  his  perfonal 
enemies.    During  his  govexiiment  of  twenty-five 
years,  the  penalty  of  death  was  aboUfhed  in  the 
Ronian  empire,  a  law  of  mercy  moft  delightful  to 
the  humane  theorift,  but  of  which  the  practice,  m 
a  large  and  vicious  community,  is  feldom  confiften^ 
with  the  public  lafety.      Severe  to  himfelf,   in* 
dulgent  to  others^  chafte,  frugal,  abftemious,  the 
philofophic  Marcus  would  not  have  difdained  the 
artlefs  virtues  of  his  fuccelTor,  derived  from  his 
heart,  and  not  borrowed  from  the  fchools.     He 
defpifed  and  moderated  the  ftately  magnificence  of 
the  Byzantine  court,  fo  oppreflive  to  the  people, 
'fo  contemptible  to  the  eye  of   reafon*      Under 
fuch  a  prince,  innocence  had  nothing  to  fear,  and 
merit  had   every  thing  to   hope ;   and    without 
afluming  the  tyrannic  office  of  a  cenfor,  he  intro- 
duced a  gradual  though  viiible  reformadon  in  the 
public    and    private  manners  of   Conftantinopl^ 
The  only  defeat  of  this  accomplifhed  charader, 
was  the  frailty  of  noble  minds,  the  love  of  anx\s 
9nd  military  glory.    Yet  the  frequent  expeditions 
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XLvin^'   of  John  the  Handfomc  may  be  juftificd,  Ht  Icaft  in 
their  principle,  by  the  ncceffity  of  repellmg  the 


liirks  from  the  Helld*pont  and  the  Bofphorw, 
The  firkan  of  Iconium  vi^as  confined  to  his  capital, 
the  Barbarians  were  driven  to  the  mountains,  and 
the  maritime  provinces  of  Afia  enjoyed  the  tranfient 
bleffings  of  their  deliverance.  From  Conftania. 
nople  to  Antioch  and  Aleppo,  he  repeatedly 
marched  at  the  head  of  a  viftorious  afmy,  and  in 
the  fieges  and  battles  of  this  holy  war,  his  Latin 
allies  were  aftoniflied  by  the  fuperior  fj)ifit  ^d 
prowefs  of  a  Greek.  As  he  began  to  indulge*  th^ 
ambirious  hope  of  f eftoring  the  ancient  limits  6f 
the  empire,  as  he  revolved  iri  hh  mind,'  the 
Euphrates  and  Tigris,  the  dominion  of  BjtH^  and 
the  conqueft  of  Jerufalem,  the  thread  of  his  lift 
and  of  the  public  felicity  was  broken  by  a  fingulaf 
accident.  He  hunted  the  wild  bodr  \n  the  valley 
of  Anazarbus,  and  had  fixed  his  javelin  in  the 
body  oif  the  furious  animal :  biitj  in  the  flruggle,  a 
•poifoned  arrow  dropt  from  his  quiver,  and  a  flight 
wound  in  his  hand,  which  produced  a  mortifies* 
tk)n,  was  fatal  to  ^he  befl  and  greatfift  of  the  Co|Qr 
nenian  princes^ 
5!d.«43,  a  premature  death  had  fwept  away  the  tWb 
April «.  ^  eldeft  fons  of  John  the  Handfome  j  of  the  tiro 
furviyors^  Ifaac  and  Manuel,  his  judgment  or  af- 
feflion  preferred  the  younger  j  and  the  choice  of 
their  dying  prince  wai  ratified  by  the  foldiers  w4wi 
had  applauded  the  valour  of  his  fevourite  in  thip 
•Turkifli  war.  The  faithful  Axuch  haftened  to  th? 
capital,  fccured  the  petfon  of  Ifaac  in  honotn^ibit^ 
'^tonfmement,  and  purchafed  >rith  9^  gift  of  v^ 

hundred 
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httndred  pounds  of  filver,  the  fcading^Bcdefhiftfci  ^^^J{^ 
^f  St.  Sophia,  who.poflfeffed  a  decHive  voice  in  the 
i0«fecration  of  an  emperor.     With  his  veteran  and 
aSe^onate  troops,  Manuel  foon  vifitcd  Conftan* 
tindple  ^   his  brother  acquiefced   in    the   title  of 
§€baftocrator ;  his  fubjeds  admired  the  lofty  ftature 
«ttd  martial   graces  of  their  new  fovereign,   and 
Mened  with  credulity  to  the  flattering  promife, 
that  he  blended  the  wifdom  of  age  with  the  adi- 
Vky  and  vigour  off  youth.     By  the  experience  of 
his  government,  they  were  taught,  that  he  emulat- 
ed the  fpirit,  and  fliarcd  the  talents,  of  his  father, 
whof^  focial  virtues  were  buried  in  the  grave.    A 
reign  of  thirty-^feven  years  is  filled  by  a  perpetual 
though  various  warfare  againft  the  Turks,   the 
Chriftians,  and  the  hords  of  the  wildemefs  beyond 
the  Danube.     The  arms  of  Manuel  Wef  e  exercifed 
on  mount  Taurus,  in  the  plains  of  Hungary,  on 
the  coaft  of  Italy  and  Egypt,  and  on  the  feas  of 
Sicily  and  Greece :  the  influence  of  his  negociationa 
extended  from  Jerufalcm  to   Rome  and  Ruffia; 
and  the  Byzantine  monarchy,  for  a  #hiie^  becarite 
an  c^jeft  of  reJpeQ  or  terror  to  the  fo^i^rS  df  Afia 
^nd  Europe.    Educated  in  the  fitk  and  purple  of 
the  Eafl:^  Manuel  poflfefled  the  fron  temper  of  a 
foldier,  ^hich  cannot  eafily  be  paralleled,  except 
in  the  lives  of  Richard  the  firft  of  England,  and 
^{  Charles  the  twelfth  ©f  Sweden.    Sucfe  was  hi« 
length  and  exrerctfe  in  atitts,    that  Raymond, 
fum®lied  the  Hercules  of  AAtioch,  was  incapable 
eimtliaBig  the  lance  aivd  bod^  0[  the  Greeii 
i»Kparoir.    In  a  fitfrtous  tournament,  ht  eniifered  th6 
iifts^  to  9  pay  foBapfeir,  dM  ovi^rtuariied  in  his  firf!: 

career 
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^J*lj^'  career  two  of  the  ftoutdl  of  the  Italian  knights. 
The  firft  in  the  charge,  the  laft  in  the  retreat,  his 
friends  and  his  enemies  alike  trembled,  the  former 
for  his  fafety,  and  the  latter  for  their  own.  After 
polling  an  ambufcade  in  a  wood,  he  Tode  forwards 
in  fearch  of  fome  perilous  adventure,  accompanied 
only  by  his  brother  and  the  faithful  Axuch,  who 
refufed  to  defert  their  fovereign.  Eighteen  borfe^ 
mm,  after  a  ftiort  combat,  fled  before  them:  but 
the  numbers  of  the  enemy  increafed ;  the  march 
of  the  reinforcement  was  tardy  and  fearful,  and 
Manuel,  without  receiving  a  wound,  cut  his  way 
through  a  fquadron  of  five  hundred  Turks,  In  a 
battle  againft  the  Hungarians,  impatient  of  the 
flownefs  of  his  troops,  he  fnatched  a  ftandard  from 
the  head  of  the  column,  and  was  the  firft,  almoft 
alone,  who  paflTed  a  bridge  that  feparated  him  from 
the  enemy.  In  the  fame  country,  after  tranfport- 
ing  his  army  beyond  the  Save,  he  fen t  back  the 
boats,  with  an  order,  under  pain  of  death,  to  their 
commander,  that  he  Ihould  leave  him  to  conquer 
6r  die  on  that  hoftile  land.  In  the  fiege  of  Corfu, 
towing  after  him  a.  captive  galley,  the  emperor 
flood  aloft  on  the  poop,  oppofing  againft  the  vol- 
lies  of  darts  and  ftpnes,  a  large  buckler  and  a  flow-*^ 
ing  fail,  nor  could  he  have  efcaped  inevitably 
death,  had  not  the  Sicilian  admiral  enjoined  his 
;irchers  to  refped  the  perfon  of  an  hero.  In  one 
day,  he  is  faid  to  have  flain  above  forty  of  the  Bar- 
barians with  his  own  hand ;  he  returned  to  the 
camp,  dragging  along  four  Turkilh  prifoners,  whom 
he  had  tied  to  the  rings  of  his  faddle ;  he  was  evev; 
the  foremoft  to  provoji^e  o.r  to  accept  a  fmgW 

combat  J 
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combat ;  and  the  ^gwtic  champions, '  who  cii-  jn?^,?* 
coimt^ed  his  arm,  were  tranfpierced  by  the  lance, 
or  cut  afunder  by  the  fword,  of  the  invincible 
Manuel.  The  (lory  of  his  exploits,  which  appear 
ais  a  model  or  a  Copy  of  the  romances  of  chivalry, 
may  induce  a  reaftnable  fufpidon  of  the  veracity 
of  the  Greeks  :  I  will  not,  to  vindicate  their  credit^ 
etiidanger  my  own ;  yet  I  may  obferve,  that  in  the 
long  feries'of  their  annals,  Manuel  is  the  only 
prince  who  has  been  the  fubjed  of  fimilar  exag- 
geration. With  the  valour  of  a  foldier,  he  did  not 
unite  the  fldll  or  prudence  of  a  general :  his  vido- 
rics  were  not  produdive  of  any  permanent  or  ufe- 
ful  conqueft ;  and  his  Turkifh  laurels  were  blailed 
in  his  lafl  unfortunate  campaign,  in  which  he  loft 
his  army  in  the  mountains  of  Pifidia,  and  owed 
his  deliverance  to  the  generofity  of  the  fultan.  But 
the  moft  Angular  feature  in  the  chara&er  of  Manuel, 
is  the  contraft  and  viciffitude  of  labour  and-floth, 
of  hardinefs  and  effeminacy.  In  war  he  feemed 
ignorant  of  peace,  in  peace  he  appeared  incapable 
of  war.  In  the  field  he  flept  in  the  fun  or  in  the 
fnow,  tired  in  the  longeft  marches^  the  ftrength  of 
his  men  and  horfes,  and  fhared  with  a  fmile  the 
abftinence  or  diet  of  the  cainp.  No  fooner  di4 
he  return  to  Conftaiitinople,  than  he  refigned  him- 
felf  to  the  arts  and  pleafures  of  a  life  of  luxury : 
the  expence  of  his  dreis,  his  table,  and  his  palace,' 
{urpafiTed  the  meafure  of  his  predeceffors,:  and 
whole  fummer  days  were  idly  wafted  in  the  deli- 
cious ifles  of  the  Propontis,  in  the  inceftuoUs  love 
ctf  his  niece  Theodora.  The  double  coft  of  a 
w^Iike  aad  difiblute  prince,  exhaufted  the  revenue^ 

'.  and 
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^XLVXK     *^  multiplied  tbs  taxes;    and   Manuel,  in   the 
u.ii-yiw   diflrds  df  his  laft  Turkifti  camp,  endured  a  bitter 
w^oach  from  the  ifiouth  of  a  derperate  foldier. 
As  he  quenched  hig  thirft,  he  cc«nplained  that  the 
water  of  a  fountain  was  mingled  with  Chriftian 
blood.     ^  It  is  not  the  firft  tftne,*'  exclaimed  a 
voice  from  the  crowd,  *'  that  you  have  drank,  O 
'    •*  Emperor !  the  blood  of  your  Chriftian  fubjefts." 
Manuel  Comnenus  was  twic6  ftiarried,  to  the  vir- 
tuous Bertha  or  Irene  of  Germany,   and  to  the 
beauteous  Maria,    a  French  or  Latin  princefe  of 
Antioch.     The  only  daughter  of  his  firft  wife  was 
deftined  for  Bela  an  Hungarian  prince,  who  was 
educated  at  Conftantinople  under    the  name    of 
Alexius ;  and  tjie  confummation  of  their  nuptials 
ihight  have  transferred    the  Roman  fceptre  to  a 
race  of  free  and  warlike  Barbarians.     But,  as  foon 
as  Maria  of  Antioch  had  given  a  fon  and  heir  to 
ihe  empire,  the  prefumptive  rights  of  Beia  were 
abolilhed,    and  he  was  deprived  of  his  promifed 
bride  ;  but  the  Hungarian  prince  refumed  his  name 
and  the  kingdom  of  hzTfatheTs,  and  difplayed  fuch 
virtues  as  might  excite  the  regret  and  envy  of  the 
Greeks.     The  fon  of  Maria  was  named  Alexius ; 
and  at  the  j^ge  of  ten  yearsi  he  afcended  the  Byzan- 
tine throne,  after  his  fath^'s  deceafe  had  clofed  the 
glories  of  the  Comnenian  line, 
AlexTusli.       The  fraternal  concord  of  the  two  fon$  of  the 
l^cpt  'a^°'  great  Alexius,  had  been  fometimes  clouded  by  an 
Character    oppofitjon  of  intereflr  and  paffion.     By  ambition, 
adven-        If*ac  the  Sebaftocrator  was  excited  to  flight  and  re* 
Andro^^-    '^^^^^j  from  whenqc  he  was  reclaimed  by  the  firm* 
cus.  ixefs  an4  clemency  of  Jc^  the  Haftdfome,    The 

errors 
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errors  of  Ifaac,  the  father  of  the  emperors  of  Trc-  ^^VJ^^f* 
bisond,  were  fhort  and  venial ;  but  John,  the  elder 
of  his  fons,  renounced  for  ever  his  religion.     Pro- 
voked by  a  real  or  imaginary  infult  of  his  uncle, 
he  efcaped  from  the  Roman  to  the  Turkifh  camp : 
hia   apoftacy    was    rewarded    with    the    fultan's 
daughter,  the  title  of  Chelebi,  or  noble,  and  the 
inheritance  of  a  princely  eftate ;  and  in  the  fifteenth 
caitury,    IV^omet    the    fecond    boafted    of   his 
•  Imperial    defcent    from    the    Comnenian    family. 
Andronicus,  younger  brother  of  John,  fon  of  Ifaac, 
and  grandfon  of  Alexius  Comnenus,  is  one  of  the 
moft  confpicuous  characters  of  the  age;  and  his 
genuine  adventures   might  form  the  iiibj^ft  of  a 
very  fingular  romance.     To  juftify  the  choice  of 
three  ladies  of  royal  birth,  it  is  incumbent  on  me 
to  obferve,  that  their  fortunate  lover  was  caft  in  the 
beft  proportions  of  ftrength  and  beauty ;  and  that 
the  want  of  the  fofter  graces  was  fupplied  by  a 
manly  countenance,  a  lofty  ftature,  athletic  mulcles, 
and  the  air  and  deportment  of  a  foldier.     The  prer 
fervation,  in  his  old  age,  of  health  and  vigour,  was 
the  reward  of  temperance  and  exercife.     A  piece 
of  bread  and  a  draught  of  water  were  often  his  folc 
and  evening  repaft ;  and  if  he  tafted  of  a  wild  boar 
or  a  flag,  which  he  had  roafted  with  his  own  hands, 
it  was  the  well-earned  fruit  of  a  laborious  chaioe. 
Dextrous  in  arms,  he  was  ignorant  of  fear:'. his 
perfuafive  eloquence  could  bend  to  every  fituation 
and  charader  of  life:  his  ftyle,  though  not  his 
pradice,  was  falhioned  by  the  example  of  St.  Paul ; 
and,  in  every  deed  of  mifchief,  he  had  a  hesart  to 
'  refolve,  a  head  to  contrive,  and  a  hand  to  execute. 
Irt  his  youth,  after  the  death  of  the  emperor  John, 

he 
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ScLViiK*  ^^  followed  the  retreat  of  the  Roman  army ;  but^ 
in  the  march  through  Afia  Minor,  defign  or  acci- 
dent temjpted  him  to  wander  in  the  mountains; 
the  hunter  was  encompaffed  by  the  Turkifh  huntf- 
men,  and  he  remained  fome  time  a  reluflant  or 
willing  captive  iix  the  power  of  Ae  fultan.     Hii 
idrtues  and  Tices  recommended  him  to  the  favour 
of  his  coufin :  he  fhared  the  perils  and  the  pkafures 
of  Manuel ;  and  while  the  emperor  lived  in  public 
inceft  with  his  niece  Theodora,  the  afFeftionis  of 
her  fifter  Eudocia  were  feduced  and  enjoyed  by 
Andronicu?.     Above  the  decencies  of  her  fex  and 
rank,  (lie  gloried  in  the  name  of  his  concubine ; 
and  both  the  palace  and  the  camp  could  witlicfs' 
that  fhe  flept,  or  watched,  in  the  arms  of  her  lover. 
She  accompanied  him  to  his  military  command  of* 
Cilicia,  the  firft  fcene  of  his  valoar  and  imprudence. 
He  preffed,  with  aftive  ardour,  the  fiege  of  Mop* 
fueftia:  the  day  was  employed  in  the  boldeft  at- 
tacks ;  but  the  night  was  wafted  in  fong  and  dance ; , 
and  a  band  of  Greek  comediijns  formed  the  choiceft 
part  of  his  retinue*     Andronicus  was  furprifed  by 
the  fally  of  a  vigilant  foe ;  but,  while  his  troopsf 
fled  in   diforder,  his  invincible  lance  tranfpierced 
the  thickeft  ranks  of  the  Armenians..    On  his  r§~ 
turn  to  the  Imperial  camp  in  Macedonia,  he  was 
received  by  Manuel  with  public  fmiles  and  a  pri-^ 
vate  reproof ;  but  the  dutchies  of  Naiffus,  Branifeba, 
and  Caftoria,  were  the  reward  or  confolation  of  the 
unfuccefsful  general.      Eudocia  ftiU    attended   his 
motioii3 :  at  midnight,  their  tent  was  fuddenly  at- 
tacked by  her  angry  brothers,  impatient  to  expiate 
her  infamy  in  his  blood :  his  daring  fpirit  refufed 

her 
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her  advice,  and  the  difguife  of  a  female  habit ;  Sj^^^vi il' 
and  boldly  ftarting  from  his  couch,  he  drew  his 
fword,  and  cut  his  way  through  the  numerous 
aflaffins.  It  was  here  that  he  firft  betrayed  his 
ingratitude  and  treachery :  he  engaged  in  a  trea- 
fonable  correfpondence  widi  the  king  of  Hungary 
and  the  German  emperor  t  approached  the  royal 
tent  at  a  fufpicious  hour,  with  a  drawn  fword^ 
and,  under  the  maik  of  a  Latin  foldier,  avowed  an 
intention  of  revenge  againft  a  mortal  foe ;  and  im- 
prudently praifed  the  fleetnefs  of  his  horfe,  as  an 
inilrument  of  flight  and  fafety.  The  monarch 
diflembled  his  fufpidons ;  but,  after  the  clofe  of 
the  campaign,  Andronicus  was  arrefted  and  ftrifUy 
confined  in  a  tower  of  the  palace  of  Conltanti* 
nople. 

In  this  prifon  he  was  left  above  twelve  years ;  a 

mod    painiul  reftraint,    from  which  the  thirfl  of 

adion  aud  pleafure  perpetually  urged  him  to  efcape. 

Alone  and   penfive,   he   perceived  fomc  broken 

bricks  in  a  comer  of  the  chamber,  and  gradually 

mdened  the  pafTage,  till  he  had  explored  a  dark 

and  forgotten  recefs.    Into  this  hole  he  conveyed 

himfelf,  and  the  remains  of  his  provifions,  replacing 

the  bricks  in  their  former  pofition,   and  erafing 

with  care  the  footfteps  of  his  retreat.     At  the  hour 

of  the  cuftomary  vifit,  his  guards  were  amazed  by 

the  filence  and  folitude  of  the  prifon,  ai^d  reported^ 

with  fhame  and  fear,  his  incomprehenfible  flight. 

The   gates  of  the  palace  and  city  were  inftantly 

Ihut :  the  ftrideft  orders  were  difpatched  into  the 

provinces,  for  the  recovery  of  the  fugitive ;  and  bis 

wife,  on  the  fufpicion  of  ^  pious  ad,  was  bafely 

impri«> 
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^yffJrrF'  iXQ^nfotiei  1^  the  fame  tower.      At  the  xlead  of 
night,  file  hehel^  4i  fpedr^:    Ibe  Kecogmzed  bar 
hufl[>and :  they  Ihared  their  provifioiis ;  and  a  fon . 
w^s  -the  £ruk  of  thefe  ftol^n  interviews,  which  alle- 
yiajed  the   tedioufnefs  of  their  confinement.    In 
the  cuftody  of  a  woman^  the  vigilance  of  the  keepere 
fwas  infeg^fxbly  relaxed ;  m^  the  captive  had  accoxax- 
pliflied  his  r^al  efc?ipe,    when  he  was  difcoveaced, 
brovght  back  to  Conftantinople,  and .  loaded  with 
a  double  chain.      At  length  he  found  the  momei^t, 
and  the  means,  of  his  delivers^nce.      A  boy,  his 
dpnieftic  fervant,  intoxicatefd  the  guards,  and  ob- 
tained in  wax  the  impreflion  of  the  keys.    By  ithc 
diligeaceof  his  fidend8,/a  fimilarkey,  with  a  bundle 
of  ropes,  was  introduced  into  the  prifon,  in  Ae 
bottom   of   a   hoglhead.     Andronicus   employed^, 
with  induftry  and  courage,  the  inftrun^ents,  of  his 
fafety,  unlocked  the  doors,    dcfcended  fironi  the ' 
tower,  concealed  himfelf  all  d?iy  among  thebufees^ 
and  fcaled  in  the  night  the  garden-wall  of  the. 
palace.     A  boat  was  ftationed  for  his  recepti<Mi: 
he  vifited  his  own  hpufe,  embraced  his  children, 
call  away  his  chain^  mounted  a  fleet  horfe,  anfi 
dircfted  his  rapid  courfe  towards  the  hanks  of  t4)^ 
Danube.     At  Anchialus  in    Thrace,  *  sfti  intrepi4 
,  iriend  fupplied  him  with  horfes  and  money :   he 
paflfed  the  river^  traverfed  with  fpeed  the  defert  qf 
Moldavia  and  the  Carpathian  hills,  and  had  almoft 
reached  the  town  of  Halicz,  in  the  Pplifli  RulGa, 
when  he  was  intercepted  by  a  party  of  Walachians, 
.who  refolved  to  convey  their  impqrtant  captive  to 
Conftantinople.    His  prefenCe  of  niind  .again  eap- 
tricated  him  from  this  danger.     Und^  t][ie.^gretence 
a  '  "         of 
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of  iicknefs,  he  difmounted  itt  the  niffht,  and  was  CHAP, 
allowed  to  ftep  afide  ftom  the  ttoop : .  he  planted 
m  the  ground  his  long  ftaff  j  clothed  it  with  his  cap 
and  upper  garment ;  and,  ftealing  into  the  wood, 
left  a  phantom  to  amufe,  for  fome  time,  the  eyes 
of  the  Walachians.     Fjfom  Halicz  h^  was  honour- 
ably conduced  to  KioW,  the  refidenee  of  the  great 
duke :  the  fubtle  Greek  foon  obtained  the  efteem 
and  confidence   of  leroflatis :  his  charafter  could 
affume   the   manners  of ,  every  climate } '  and  the 
Barbarians  applauded  his  ftrength  and  courage  in 
the  chace  of  the  elks  and  bears  of  the  foreft.     In 
this  northern  region  he  deferved  the  forgivenefs  of 
Manuel,  who  foHcited  the  Ruffian  prince  to  join 
his  arms  in  the  invafion  of  Hungary.     The  influ- 
ence of  Andronicus  atchieved  this  important  fer- 
vice :    his  private  treaty  was  figned  with  a  pro- 
mife  of  fidelity  on  one  fide,  and  of  oblivion  on  the 
other;    and    he    marched   at  the    head    of   the 
Ruflian   cavalry,    from    the   Boryflhenes    to   the 
Danube-     In  his  refemment  Manuel  had  ever  fym- 
pathifcd  with  the  martial  and  diflblute  charafter  of 
his  coufin ;  and  his  free  pardon  was  fealed  in  the 
affault  of  Zemlin,  in  which  he  was  fecond,   and' 
fecond  only,  to  the  valour  of  the  emperor. 

No  fooner  was  the  exile  reftored  to  freedom  and 
his  country,  than  his  ambition  revived,  at  firft  to 
his  own,  and  at  length  to  the  public,  misfortune. 
A  daughter  of  Manuel  was  a  feeble  bar  to  the  fuc- 
ceffion  of  the  more  deferving  males  of  the  Com- 
nehian  blood  :  her  future  marriage  with  the  prince* 
of  Hungary  was  repugnant  to  the  hopes  or  preju* 
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CHAP,  dices  of  the  princes  and  nobles.  But  when  an  oath 
of  allegiance  was  required  to  the  prefumptive  heir, 
Andronicus  alone  afferted  the  honour  of  the  Roman 
name,  declined  the  unlawful  engagement,  and 
boldly  protefted  againft  the  adoption  of  a  ftranger* 
His  patriotifm  was  offcnfive  to  the  emperor,  but 
he  fpoke  the  fentiments  of  the  people,  and  was  re- 
inoved  from  the  royal  prefence,  by  an  honourable 
banifhment,  a  fecond  command  of  the  Cilician 
frontier,  with  the  abfolute  difpofal  of  the  revenues 
of  Cyprus.  In  this  ftation,  the  Armenians  again 
e35ercifed  his  courage  and  expofed  his  negligence  ; 
and  the  fame  rebel,  who  baffled  all  his  operationsj 
was  unhorfed,  and  almoft  flain  by  the  vigour  of  his 
lance.  But  Andronicus  foon  difcovered  a  more 
eafy  and  pleafmg  conqueft,  the  beautiful  Philippa, 
lifter  of  the  emprefs  Maria,  and,  daughter  of  Ray- 
mond of  Poitou,  the  Latin  prince  of  Antioch.  For 
her  fake,  he  deferted  his  ftation,  and  wafted  the 
fummer  in  balls  and  tournaments :  to  his  love  flie 
facrificed  her  innocence,  her  reputation,  and  the 
offer  of  an  advantageous  marriage.  But  the  re- 
fcntment  of  Manuel  for  this  domeftic  affront,  inter- 
rupted his  pleafures  :  Andronicus  left  the  indifcreet 
princefs  to  weep  and  to  repent;  and,  with  a  band 
of  defperate  adventurers,  undertook  the  pilgrimage 
of  Jerufalem.  His  birth,  his  martial  renown,  and 
profellions  of  zeal,  announced  him  as  the  champion 
of  the  crofs:  he  foon  captivated  both  the  cl^i*gy 
and  the  king  j  and  the  Greek  prince  was  invefted 
with  the  lordfliip  of  Berytus,  on  the  coaft  of 
Phoenicia.    In  his  neighbourhood  refided  a  young 
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and   handfome   queen,   of  his   own  nation   and  chap. 
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family^  grcat-grand-daughter  of  the  emperor  Ajexis, 
arid  widow  of  Baldwin  the  third,  king  of  JerufaleniA 
She  viiited   and  loved  her  kinfman4      Theodora 
was   the  third  viftim  of  his  amorous  leduftion ; 
and  her  fhame  was  more  public  and  feandalous 
than  that  of  her  predcceflbrs.     The  emperor  ftill 
thirfted  for  revenge  ;  and  his  fubjefts  and  allies  of 
the  Syrian  frontier,  were  repeatedly  preffed  to  feize 
the  perfon,  and  put  out  the  eyes,  of  the  fugitive. 
In  Paleftine  he  was  no  longer  fafe ;  but  the  tendet 
Theodora   revealed  his  danger  and  accompanied 
his  flight.     The  queen  of  Jerufalem  was  expofed 
to  the  Eaft,   his  obfequious  concubine ;  and  two 
illegitimate  children  were  the  living  monument* 
of  her  weaknefs.     Damafcus  was  his  firft  refuge  | 
and,  in  the  characters  of  the  great  Noureddin  and 
his  fervant  Saladin,  the  fuperftitious  Greek  might 
learn  to  revere  the  virtues  of  the  MulTulmans*     As 
the  friend  of  Noureddin  he  vifited,  mod  probably 
.Bagdad,  and  the  courts  of  Perfia :  and,  after  a  long 
circuit  round  the  Cafpian  fea  and  the  mountains 
of  Georgia,  he    finally  fettled  among  the  Turks 
of  Afia  Minor^  the  hereditaty  enemies  of  his  coun* 
try.i-  The'fultan  of  Colonia  afiforded  an  hofpitable 
retreat  to  Andronicus,  his  miftrefs)  and  his  band 
of  outlaws  t  the  debt  of  gratitude  was  paid  by  fre- 
quent inroads  in  the  Roman  province  of  Trebi- 
zond ;  and  he  feldom  returned  without  an  ample 
harveft  of  fpoil  and  of  Chriftian  captives*     In  the 
ftory  of  his  adventures^  he  was  fond  of  comparing 
himfelf  to  David,  who  efcaped,  by  a  long  exile, 
the  fnares  of  the  wicked.     But  the  royal  prophet 
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c  II A  p-  (he*  prefumed  to  add)  was  content  to  liirk  on  the 
^^'^"^"  borders^  of  Judaea,  to  ftay  an  Amalekite,  and  t^ 
threats,  in  his  miferable  ftate,  the  life  of  the 
avaricious  NabaL  The  exdiwfions  of  the  Comne- 
iiian  prince  had  a  wider  range ;  and  he  h^  fpread  - 
over  the  Eaftem  world  the  •  glory  of  his  name  and 
religion.  By  a  fentence  of  the  Greek  church  the 
licentious  rover  had  been  ijfparated  f^m  the  faith- 
ful ;  but  even  this  excommunication  may  prove^ 
that  h-c  never  abjured  the  profeffion  of  Chriftianity^ 
His  vigilance  had  eluded  or  repelled  the  open 
and  fecret  perfeciition  of  the  emperor }  but  he  yvaS' 
at  length  cnfiiared  by  the  captivity  of  his  female 
companion*  The  governor  of  Trebizond  fuc- 
ceeded  in,  his  attempt  to  furprife  the  perfon  of 
Theodora:  the  queen  of  Jerufalem  and  her  twa 
children  were  fent  to  Conftantinople,  and  their  lofs 
embittered  the  tedious  lotitude  of  baniihment. 
The  fugitive  imploned  and  obtained  a  finai  pardoUy 
with  leave  to  throw  himfetf  at  the  feet  of  his  fove- 
reign,  who  was  bJdsfkd  with  the  fubmiffion  of  this 
haughty  fpirit.  Proftrate  on  the  ground,  he  de- 
plbred  with  tears  and  groans  the  guilt  of  his  pail 
rebellion  i  nor  would  he  prefume  to  arife  unlei^ 
fome  faithful  fubjefl:  would  drag  him  to  the  foot 
of  the  throne,  by  an  iron  chain  with  which  lie  had  ^^ 
fecretly  encircled  his  neck.  This  extraordinary 
penance  excited  the  wonder  and  pity  of  the  affem- 
bly  ;  his  fins  were  forgiven  by  the  church  and  ftate ; 
but  the  }vift  fufjMcion  of  Manuel  fixed  his  refidence 
at  a  diflance  from  the  court,  at  Oenoe,  a  town  of 
Pontus,  furrounded  with  rich  vineyards,  and  fituate 
©n  the  coaft  of  the  Euxine.    The  death  of  Manuel, 

and 
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and  the  diforders  of  the  minority,  foon  opened  ^J^^rK' 
the  faireft  field  to  hfs  ambition.  The  emperor  was  a 
boy  of  twehre  or  fourteen  years  of  age,  without 
vigour,  or  wifdom,  or  experience :  hi«  mother, 
the  emprefs  Mary,  abandoned  her  perfon  and 
government  to  a  favourite  of  the  Comnenian  name ; 
and  his  filler,  another  Mary,  whofe  huiband,  an 
Italian,  was  decorated,  with  the  title  of  Cacfer, 
fxcited  a  confpiracy,  and  at  length  an  infurretVion, 
againft  her  odioiis,  fl:epmother.  The  provinces 
•were  forgotten,  the  capital  was  in  flames,  and  a 
century  of  peace  and  order  was  overthrown  in  the 
vice  and  weaknefs  of  a  few  months.  A  civil  war 
was  kindled  in  Conftantinople ;  the  two  fa^ions 
fought  a  bloody  battle  in  the  fquare  of  the  palace, 
jand  the  rebels  fuftained  a  regular  fiege  in  the 
cathedral  of  St.  $ophia.  The  patriarch  laboured 
with  honeft  zeal  to  h^al  the  wound,s  of  tl;ie  re- 
public, the  moft  refpeftable  patriots  called  aloud 
for  a  guardian  and  avenger,  ancj  every  tongue  re- 
peated th6  praife  of  the  talents  and  even  the  virtues 
p{  Andronitrus. .  In  his  rjet^rement^  he  afFeded  to 
revolve  the  folerjm  duties  of  his  oath ;  "  If  the 
"  fafety  or  honour  of  the  Imperial  family  be 
."  threatened,  I  will  reveal  and  oppofe-the  mifchicf 
^'  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power."  His  correfpond- 
ence  with  the  patriarch  and  patricians  was  feafoned 
with  apt  quotations  from  the  pfalms  of  Payid  ^d 
the  epiftles  of  St.  Paul;  and  he  patiently  waited 
till  he  was  called  -to  her  deliverance  by  the  voice  of 
his  country.  In  his  march  from  Oenoe  to  Conilanr 
.jtinople,  hi§  llender  train  infenfibly  fwelled  to  a 
^pwd  and  an  army;    his   profeffions  of  religion 

H3       •  mi 


IM  ,  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

^L^n  *^^  loyalty  were  mlftaken  for  the  language  of  his 
heart ;  and  the  fimplidty  of  a  foreign  drefs,  which 
fliewed  to  advant;g^ge  his  majeftic  ftatur^,  difplayed 
a  lively  image  of  his  poverty  and  exile.  All  oppo- 
^tion  funk  before  him ;  he  reached  the  ftreights  of 
the  Thraci^  Bofplujrus ;  the  By^santine  navy 
failed  frqm  the  harbour  to  receive  and  tranfport 
jhe  laviour  of  the  empire :  the  torrent  was  loud 
and  irrefiftible,  and  the  infers  who  had  bafked 
in  the  funlhine  of  royal  favour,  difappeared  at  the 
blaft  of  the  ftorm,  It  was  the  firft  care  of  Andro- 
nicus  to  occupy  the  palace,  to  falute  the  emperor j 
to  confine  his  mother,  to  punifh  her  minifter,  and 
to  reftore  the  public  order  and  tranquillity.  He 
then  vifited  the  fepulchre  pf  Manuel ;  the  fpeftators 
were  ordered  to  ftj^nd  aloof,  but  ;^s  he  bowed  in 
the  attitude  of  prayer,  they  heard,  or  thought  they 
heard,  a  murmur  of  triumph  and  revenge.  "  I  no 
^*  longer  f^ar  thee,  my  old  enpmy,  who  haft  driven 
^*  me  a  vagabond  to  every  climat?  of  the  earth, 
>*  Thou  art  fafely  depofited  wnder  a  fevenMd 
^  dome,  from  whence  thou  canft  never  arife  till 
^*  the  fignal  of  the  laft  trumpet.  It  is  now  my 
^  turn,  ;^nd  fpeedily  will  I  trample  on  thy  aflies 
^*  and  thy  pofterity.^'  From  his  fubfequent  ty* 
fanny  we  piay  impute  fuch  feelings  to  the  man 
and  the  moment :  but  it  is  not  extremely  probabfe 
|hat  he  gave  an  articulate  fouhji  to  his  fecret 
thoughts.  In  the  firft  months  of  his  adminjftration, 
his  defigns  were  veited  by  a  fajr  fembknce  of  hypo- 
crify,  which  could  delude  only  the  eyes  of  the  mul- 
titude: the  coronation  of  Aleidiis  ^was  performed 
;pit|i  due  fplemnity,  and  hj^  perfi^ous  guardian, 

feolding 
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holding  in  his  hands  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift,  c  H  A  P. 
moft  fervently  declared,  that  he  lived,  and  was 
ready  to  die,  for  the  fervice  of  his  beloved  pupil. 
But  his  numerous  adherents  were  inftrufted  to 
maintain,  that  the  finking  empire  muft  perifli  in 
the  hands  of  a  child,  that  the  Romans  could  only 
be  favcd  by  a  veteran  prince,  bold  in  arms,  Ikilful 
in  policy,  and  taught  to  reign  by  the  long  expe- ' 
rience  of  fortune  and  mankind ;  and  that  it  was 
die  duty  of  every  citizen  to  force  the  reluftant 
modefty  of  Andronicus  to  undertake  the  burthen 
of  the  public  care.  The  young  emperor  was  him- 
felf  conftrained  to  join  his  voice  to  the  general  ac- 
clamation, and  to  folicit  the  affociation  of  a  col- 
league, who  inftantly  degraded  him  from  the  fu- 
preme  rank,  fecluded  his  perfon,  and  verified 'the 
rafh  declaration  of  the  patriarch,  that  Alexius  might 
be  confidered  as  dead,  fo  foon  as  he  was  committed 
to  the  cuflody  of  his  guardian.  But  his  death  was 
preceded  by  the  imprifonment  and  execution  of  his 
mother.  After  blackening  her  reputation,  and  in- 
flaming againfl  her  the  paflions  of  the  multitude, 
the  tyrant  aecufed  and  tried  the  emprefs  for  a 
treafonable  correfpondence  with  the  king  6f  Hmi- 
gary.  His  own  fon,  a  youth  of  honour  and  huma- 
nity, avowed  his  abhorrence  of  this  flagitious  aft, 
and  three  of  the  judges  had  the  merit  of  preferring 
their  confcience  to  their  fafety  j  but  the  obfequious 
tribunal,  without  requiring  any  proof,  or  hearing 
any  defence,  condemned  the  widow  of  Manuel ; 
and  her  unfortunate  fon  fubfcribed  the  fentence  of 
her  death.    '  Maria  was  flrangled,   her  corpfe  was 
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CHAP,    buried  in  the  fea,  and  her  memory  was  wounded 
y^^^^-s^.^  by  the  infult  moft  ofFenfive  to  female  vanity,  a 
falfe  and  ugly  reprefentation  of  her  beauteous  forn^. 
The  fate  of  her  fon  was  not  long  deferred  :  he  ws^s 
flrangled  with  ?l  bowftnng,   ?uid  the  tyrant,   in- 
fenfible   to   pity  or  remorfe,    after  furveying   the 
body  of  the  innocent  youth,  ftruck  it  rudely  with 
his  foot :  '^  Thy  f^tl^er,'^  be  cried,  "  was  a  kn^ve^ 
thy  mother  a  whore ^  and  thyfelf  's^fool!^^ 
Androni-        The  Roman  fceptre,  the  reward  of  his  cripie?, 
cusi.         ^j^g  held  by  Andronicus  about  three  yes^rs  and  a 
nu8,  half  as  the  guardian  or  fovereign  of  the  empire, 

Odlober.^'  His  government  exhibited  a  iiiigular.  contraft  of 
vice  and  virtue.  When  he  liftened  to  his  paflions, 
he  wa$  the  fcourge;  when  he  confultcd  his  rea- 
fon,  the  father,  of  his  people.  In  the  exercife  of 
private  juftice,  he  was  equitable  and  rigorous :  a 
ibameful  and  pernicious  venality  was  aboliflied,  and 
^e  offices  were  filled  witli  the  moft  deferving 
candidates  by  a  prince  who  had  fenfe  to  chufe, 
and-feverity  to  punifh.  He  prohibited  th^  inhu- 
man praftice  of  pillaging  the  goods  and  perfons  of 
flupwrecked  piarinersj  the  provinces,  fo  long  the 
objefts  of  oppreffion  or  negleft,  revived  in  pro- 
fperity  and  plenty  -,  and  millions  a,pplauded  the  dif- 
tant  bleiSngs  of  his  reign,  while  ke  was  curfed  by 
the  witneffes  of  his  daily  cruelties.  The  ancient 
'  proverb.  That  blood-thirfty  is  the  man  who  re- 
turns from  banifliment  to  power,  had  been  ap. 
plied  with  tbo  much  truth  to  Marius  and  Tiberius ; 
*  jind  was  now  verified  for  the  third  time  in  the  life 
of  Andronicus.  His  memory  was  ftored  with  ^ 
tlack  lift  of  the  enemies  ^nd  rivah,  who  had  tra- 
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duced  his  iperit,  oppofed  his  greatnefs,  qrinfviu  chap. 
ed  his  ^lisfqrtunes ;  and  the  only  comfort  of  hi$ 
exile  w^  the  facred  hope  and  pcoxxufe  of  revenge. 
The  neceffary  extinftion  of  the  young  emperor 
and  his  mother,  impofed  the  fatal  obligation  of 
extirpating  the  friends,  >yho  hated,  and  might 
puniih,  the  afTailin ;  and  the  repetition  of  murder 
rendered  him  lefs  willing,  and  ids  able,  to  forgive. 
An  horrid  narrative  of  the  vidtims  whom  he  facri- 
ficed  by  poifon  or  the  fword,  by  the  |ea  or  the  flames, 
would  be  lefs  expreffive  of  his  cruelty  than  the  ap- 
pellation of  the  Halcyon- days,  which  was  applied 
to  a  rare  and  bloodlefs  week  of  repofe :  the  ty- 
rant drove  to  transfer,  on  the  laws  and  the  judges, 
fome  portion  of  his  guilt ;  but  the  mafk  was  fallen, 
and  his  fubjefts  could  no  longer  miftake  the 
true  authpr  of  their  calamities.  The  nobleft  of 
fhe  GreeHs,  niore  efpecially  tbofe  who,  by  defcent 
pr  alliance,  might  difpute  the  Comnenian  inhe- 
ritance, efcaped  from  the  monfler*s  den :  Nice  or 
Prufa,  Sicily  or  Cyprus,  yrerq  their  places  of  re- 
fuge ;  and  as  their  flight  was  already  criminal, 
they  aggrav2Lted  their  offence  by  an  open  revolt, 
^nd  th^  Imperial  title.  Yet  Andronicus  refifled 
the  daggers  and  fwords  of  his  moft  formidable 
enem  es :  Nice,  and  Prufa  were  reduced  and  chaf- 
tifed :  the  Sicilians  were  content  with  the  fack  of 
Theflalonica ;  and  the  diftance  of  Cyprus  was  not 
more  propitious  to  the  rebel  than  to  the  tyrant. 
His  throne  was  fubverted  by  a  rival  without  me- 
rit, and  a  people  without  arms*  Ifaac  Angelus, 
a  deicendant  in  the  female  line  from  the  greaC 
Xlexius,  was  marfced  as  a  victim,  by  the  prudeAce 

or 
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SiLViit '  ^^  foperftitfon  of  thie  icmperor.  In  a  moment  of 
defpair,  Angelas  defended  his  life  and  liberty, 
flew  the  executioner,  and  fled  to  the  church  of  St. 
Sophia.  The  fanfttrary  was  infenfibly  filled  with 
a  Curious  and  mournful  crowd,  who,  in  his  fate, 
jM^ognofticated  their  own.  But  their  lamentations 
were  foon  turned  to  curies,  and  their  curfes  to 
threats  :  they  dared  to  aflt,  '*  Why  do  we  fear  ? 
**  why  do  we  obey  ?  We  are  many,  and  he  is  one  ; 
**  our  patience  is  the  only  bond  of  our  flavery.** 
With  the  dawn  of  day  the  city  burfl:  into  a  ge- 
neral fedition,  the  prifons  were  thrown  open,  the 
coldeft  and  moft  fervile  were  roufed  to  the  defence 
of  their  country,  iand  Ifaac,  the  fecond  of  the  name, 
was  raifed  from  the  fanfkuary  to  the  throne.  Un- 
confcions  of  his  danger,  the  tyrant  was  abfent ; 
withdrawn  from  the  toils  of  fl:ate,  in  the  delicious 
iflands  of  the  Propontis.  He  had  contracted  an 
indecent  marriage  with  Alice,  or  Agnes,  daughter 
of  Lewis  the  feventh,  of  France,  and  relift  of  the 
unfortunate  Alexius;  and  his  fociety,  more  fuit- 
able  to  his  temper  than  to  hir  age,  was  compofed 
of  a  young  wife  and  a  favourite  concubine.  On  the 
firft  alarm  he  ruflied  to  Confliantinople,  impatient 
for  the  blood  of  the  guilty ;  but  he  was  afl:oniftied 
by  the  filence  of  the  palace,  the  tumult  of  the  city, 
and  the  general  defertion  of  mankind.  Androni- 
cus  proclaimed  a  free  pardon  to  his  fubjefts ; 
they  neither  defired,  nor  would  grant,  forgivenefs  : 
he  offered  to  refign  the  crown  to  his  fon  Manuel ; 
but  the  virtues  of  the  fon  could  not  expiate  his 
father*s  crimes.  The  fea  was  ftill  open  for  his 
fetreat }  but  the  news  of  the  revolution  had  flown 

along 
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aloiija:  the  coaft ;  when  fear  had  ceafcd,  obedience  chap. 

•  XLfVlII 

was  no  more ;  the  Imperial  galley  was  purfued  and 
taken  by  an  armed  brigantine ;  and  the  tyrant  was 
dragged  to  the  prefence  of  Ifaac  Angelus,  loaded 
with  fetters,  and  a  long  chain  roimd  his  neck. 
His  eloquence,  and  the  tears  of  his  female  com- 
panions, pleaded  in  vain  for  his  life ;  but,  inftead 
of  the  decencies  of  a  legal  execution,  tlie  new  mo- 
narch stbandoned  the  criminal  to  the  numerous 
fuflferers,  whom  he  had  deprived  of  a  father,  an 
hufband,  or  a  friend*  His  teeth  and  hair,  an  eye 
and  a  hand,  were  torn  from  him,  as  a  poor  com« 
penfation  for  their  lofs ;  and  a  (hort  refpite  was  al- 
lowed, that  he  might  feel  the  bitternefs  of  death. 
Aftride  on  a  camel,  without  any  danger  of  a  refcue, 
he  was  carried  through  the  city,  and  the  bafeft  of 
the  populace  rejoiced  to  trample  on  the  fallen  ma- 
jefty  of  their  prince.  After  a  thoufand  blows  and 
outrages,  Andronicus  was  hung  by  the  feet,  be- 
tween two  pillars  that  fupported  the  ftatues  of  a 
wolf  and  fow ;  and  ^very  hand  that  could  reach 
the  public  enemy,  inflicted  on  his  body  fomc  mark 
of  ingenious  or  brutal  cruelty,  till  two  frieivdiy  or 
furious  Italians,  plunging  their  fwords  into  his 
body,  releafed  him  from  all  human  punifliment. 
In  this  long  and  painful  agony,  *'  Lord  have 
^'  mercy  upon  me!  and  why  will  you  bruife  a 
**  broken  reed  ?"  were  the  only  words  that  efcap- 
ed  from  his  mouth.  Our  hatred  for  the  tyrant  is 
loft  in  pity  for  the  man ;  nor  Can  we  blame  his 
pufillanimous  refignation,  fince  a  Greek  Chriflian 

^as  no  longer  mafter  of  his  life. 

I  have 
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CHAP.       I  have  been  tempted  to  expatiate  on  the  extra* 

j^^,^^^^  ordinary  charader  and  adventures  of  Andronicus  ; 

Ifaac  II.     but  I  fliall  here  terminate  the  feries  of  the  Greek 

AjD.ji^Sf  ^niperorsfmcetbe  time  of  Heraclius.   The  branches 

Sept.  I  a.     jthat  fprang  from  the  Comnenian  trunk  had   in- 

fcnfibly  ^;^ithered  ;  and  the  male  line  was  continued 

only  in  the  pofterity  q£  Andronicus  himfelf,  who, 

in   the  public  co^ofufion,  ufurped  the  fovereignty 

■.^  of  ■  Trebizond,  fo  obfcure  in  hiftory,  and  fo  famous 

in  romance.     A  private   citizen  of  Philadelphia-, 

Conftantine  Angelus,  had  emerged  to  wealth  and 

•honours,  by  his  marriage  with  a  daughter  of  the 

-emperor  Alexius.    His  fon  Andronicus  is  confpi- 

cuous  only  by  his  cowardice.     His  grandfon  Ifaac  " 

puniflied  and  fucceeded  the  tyrant  $   but  he  was 

dethroned  by  his  own  vices,  and  the  ambition  of 

A.D.I204,  his  brother;  and  their  difcord  introduced  the  La- 

Apnl  12.     jjjjg  ^  |.jjg  Gonqueft  of  Conftantinpple,   the  firft 

•great  period  in  the  fall  of  the  Eaftern  empire. 

If  we  compute  the  number  and  duration  of  the 
reigns,   it  will   be  found,   that  a  period   of  fix 
.hundred  years  is  filled  by  fixty  emperors,  includ- 
ing in  the  Auguftan  lift  fome  female  fovereigns ; 
and  deducing  fome  ufurpers  who  were  never  .ac- 
knowledged in  the  capital,  and  fame  princes  who 
did  not  live  to  poflefe  their  inheritance.     The  ave- 
.  rage  proportion  will  allow  ten  years  for  each  em- 
peror, far  below  the  chronological  rule  of  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton,  who,  from  the  experience  of  more  recent 
,      and  regular  monarchies,  has  defined  about  eighteen 
or  twenty  years  as  the  term  of  an  ordinary  reign^ 
The  Byzantine  etnpire  was  moft  tranquil  and  p^-o- 
,     '<  -  fperou5 
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fotffous  when  it  could  acduiefce  in  hereditary  fuc-  c  ti  a  p. 
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ceffion;    five   dynafties,  the  Heraclian,    Ifaurian, 
Amorian,  Bafilian, ;  and  Comnenian  families,  en- 
joyed and  tranfmittcd  the  royal  patrimony  during 
thdf  refpeftive  feries,  of  fire,   four,  three,   fix, 
and  four  generations;   feveral  princes  pumber  the 
years  of  their  reign  with  thofe  of  their  infancy ; 
and  Conftantine  the  feventh  and  his  two  grandfons 
occupy  tke  fpace  of  an  entire  century.     But  in  the 
intervals  of  the  Byzantine  dynafties^  the  fuccefliaa 
is  rapid  and  broken,  and  the  name  of  a  fuccefsful 
candidate  is  fpeedily  erazed  by  a  more  fortunate 
competitor.     Many  were  the  paths  that  led  to  the 
fummh  of  royalty;    the  fabric   of  rebellion  was 
overthrown  by  the  ftroke  of  confpiracy,  or  under- 
mined by  the  filent  arts  of  intrigue ;   the  favourites 
of  the  foldiers  or  people,  of  the  fenate  or  clergy, 
of  the  women  and  eunuchs,  were  alternately  cloth- 
ed  with  the  purple :  the  mesms  of  their  elevation 
were  bafe,  and  their  end  was  often  contemptible  or 
tragic.     A  being  of  the  nature  of  man,  endowed 
with  the  fame  faculties,  but  with  a  longer  mcafure 
of  exiftence,  would  caft  down  a  fmile  of  pity  and 
contempt  on  the  crimes  and  follies,  of  human  am- 
bition, fo  eager,  in  a  narrow  fpan,  to  gra§)  at  a 
precarious  and  fliort-lived  enjoyment.     It  is  thus 
that  the  experience,  of  hiftory  exalts  and  enlarges 
the  horizon  of  our  inteliedtual  tiew.     In  a  compo- 
fition  of  fome  days,  in  a  perufal  of  fome  hours, 
fix  hundred  years  have  rolled  away,  and  the  dui- 
ration  of  a  life  or  reign  is  contraded  to  ^  fle^ng 
maaaent :  the  grave  k  ever  befide  Ae  throne ;  the 

fuocefs 
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CHAP,    fuccefs  of  a  criminal  is  almoft  inftantly  followed 

YT  VTTT 

*  by  the  lofs  of  his  prize ;  and  our  immortal  reafon 
furvives  and  difdains  the  fixty  phantoms  of  kings 
who  have  pajpTed  before  our  eyes,  and  faintly  dwell 
on  our  remembrance.  The  obfervation,  that,  in 
every  age  and  climate,  ambition  has  prevailed  with 
the  fame  commanding  energy,  may  abate  the  fur- 
prize  of  a  philofophcr ;  but  while  he  condemns  the 
vanity,  he  may  fearch  the  motive,  of  this  univer- 
fal  defire  to  obtain  and  hold  the  fceptre  of  dominion. 
To.  the.  greater  part  of  the  Byzantine  feries,  we  can- 
not reafonably  afcribe  the  love  of  fame  and  of  man- 
kind. The  virtue  alone  of  John  Comnenus  was  be- 
neficent and  pure:  the  moft  illuftrious  of  the  princes, 
who  precede  or  follow  that  refpeftable  name,  hav^ 
trod  with  fome  dexterity  and  vigour  the  crooked 
and  bloody  paths  of  a  felfifli  policy ;  in  fcrutinizing 
the  imperfefl:  charaScrs  of  Leo  the  Ifaurian,  Bafil 
the  firft,  and  Alexius  Comnenus,  of  Theophilus^ 
the  fecond  Bafil,  and  jManuel  Comnenus,  our 
cfteem  and  cenfure  are  almoft  equally  balanced; 
and  the  remainder  of  the  Imperial  crowd  could 
only  defire  and  exped  to  be  forgotten  by  pofterity* 
Was  perfonal  happinefs  the  aim  and  object,  of  their 
ambition  ?  I  fhall  not  defcant  on  the  vulgar  tppics 
of  the  mifery  of  kings ;  but  I  may  furely  obferve, 
that  their  condition,  of  all  others,  is  the  moft 
pregnant  with  fear,  and  the  leaft  fufceptible  of 
hope.  For  thefe  oppofite  paffions,  a  larger  fcope 
was  allowed  in  the  revolutions  of  antiquity,  than 
in  the  fmooth  and  folid  temper  of  the  modem 
world,  which  cannot  eafily  rep^t  either  the  triumpli 

of 
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of  Alexander  or  the  fell  of  Darius.    But  the  pc-  ^Lvilf* 
culiar  infelicity  of  the  Byzantine  princes  expofed 
them  to  domeftic  perils,  without  afifording  any 
lively  promife  of  foreign  conqueft.    From  the  pin- 
nacle of  greatnefs,  Andronicus  was  precipitated  by 
a  death  more  cruel  and  fhamefid  than  that  of  |he  < 
yileft  malefa&or ;  but  the  moft  glorious  of  his  pre- 
deceflbrs  had  much  more  to  dread  from  their  fub« 
jefis  than  to  hope  from  their  enemies.    The  army 
was  licentious  without  fpirit,  the  nation  turbulent 
without  freedom  :  the  Barbarians  of  the  Eaft  and 
Weft  preffed  on  the  monarchy,  and  the  lofs  of  the 
provinces  was  terminated  by  the  final  fervitude  of 
the  capital. 

The  entire  fmes  of  Roman  emperors,  from  Ae 
firft  of  the  Cadfar^  to  the  laft  of  the  Cohftantines, 
extends  above  fifteen  hundred  years  :  and  the  term 
of  dominion  unbroken  by  foreign  conqueft,  fur- 
pafies  the  meafure  of  the  ancient  monarchies ;  the 
Affyrians  or  Medes,  the  fucceffors  of  Cyrus,  or 
thojfe  of  Alexander. 
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CHAP.     XUX. 

Introdu^ion^  Worjhip^  and  P^rfecution  of  Images.-'^ 
Revolt  df  Italy  and  Rome. — Temporal  Dominion 
of  the  Popes^ — Conqueji  of,  Italy  by  the  Franks. 
-^EJlabliJhment  of  Images. — Character  and  Co* 
ronation  of  Charlemagne, — Rejtoration  and  De- 
cay of  the  Roman  Empire  in  the  Weji. — Inde- 
pendence of  Italy. — Conjlitution  of  the  Germanic 
Body. 

CHAP.    IN  the  conneftian  of  the   church  and  itate,   I 

vj^f^^^       have  confidered  the  former  as  fubfervient  only, 

introduc    and  relative,  to  the  latter ;  a  falutary  maxim,  if  in 

imaecs  in-  faft,  as  well  as  in  narrative,  it  had  ever  been  held 

Chriftian     f^^^^^*    The  oriental  philofophy  of  the  Gnoftics, 

church.      the  dark  abyfs  of*predeftination  and  grace,  and  the 

ftrange  transformations  of  the  Eucharift  from  the 

fign  to  the  fubftance  of  Chrift's  body  %  *  I  have  ■ 

--     purpofely  abandoned  to  the  cmiofity  of  fpeculative 

divines.    But  I  have  reviewed,  with  diligence  and 

pleafiire,  the  objefts  of  eccleiiaftical  hiftory,  by 

which  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman  empire 

>  The  learned  Selden  has  given  the  hiftory  of  tranfubftantiation  in 
a  comprehenfive  and  pithy  fentence.  "  This  opinion  is  only  rhetoric 
<<  tUTBcd  into  VVc."  (His  Work^>  vol.  iii.  p.  ^073.  in  his  Table- 
talk.) 

were 
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were  materially  afFefted,  the  propagation  of  Chrift-  ^^iA^' 
ianity,  the  conftitution  of  the  Catholic  church, 
the  ruin  of  Paganifm,  and  the  fefts  that  arofe  from 
the  myfterious  controverfics  concerning  the  Tri- 
nity and  incarnation.  At  the  head  of  thi^  clafs, 
we  may  juftly  rank  the  worlhip  of  images,  fo 
fiercely  difputed  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  centuries  5 
fmce  a  queftio.n  of  popular  fuperftition  produced 
the  revolt  of  Italy,  the  temporal  power  of  the 
popes,  and  the  reftoration  of  the  Roman  empire  ia 
the  Weft, 

The  primitive  Chriftians  were  poflefled  with  an 
unconquerable  repugnance  to  the  ufe  and  abufe  of 
images,  and  this  averfion  may  be  afcribed  to  their 
defcent  from  the  Jews,  and  their  enmity  to  the 
Greeks.  The  Mofaic  law  had  feverely  profcribed 
aH  reprefentations  of  the  Deity  ;  and  that  precept 
was  firmly  eftabliflied,  in  the  principles  and  praftice 
of  the  chofen  people.  The  wit  of  the  Chriftian 
apologifts  was  pointed  againft  the  foolifti  idolaters, 
who  bowed  before  the  workma^fhip  of  theit  own 
hands  ;  the  images  of  brafs  and  marble,  which 
had  they  been  endowed  with  fenfe  and  motion, 
fliould  have  ftarted  rather  from  the  pedeftal  to 
adore  the  creative  powers  of  the  artift*.  Per- 
haps fome  recent  and  imperfeft  converts  of  the 
Gnoftic  tribe,  might  crown  the  ftatues  of  Chrift 
;and  St.  Paul  with  the  profane  honours  which  they 

»  Nee  intelfigunt  homipes  ineptiffimi,  quAd  fi  fcntirc  fimulacra  et 
inoveri  poflent,  adoratura  homincm  fuiffcnt  a  quo  funt  expolita 
{Divin  Inftitut.  1.  ii.  c.  a.).  Laaantins  is  the  laft,  as  well  as  the 
Inoft  eloquent  of  the  Latin  apologifts.  'J  heir  raiHery  of  idols  atUckf 
liot  only  the  objeA  but  the  form  and  matter. 

Vol.  IX.  I  .'       P^^ 
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CHAP,  paid  to  thofe  of  Ariftotle  and  Pythagoras ' ;  but 
the  public  religion  of  the  Catholics  was  uniformly 
fimple  and  fpiritual ;  and  the  firft  notice  of  the  ufe 
of  piftures  is  in  the  cenfure  of  the  council  of  Illi- 
beris,  three  hundred  years  after  the  Chriftian  asra. 
Under  the  fucceffors  df  Conftantine,  in  the  peace 
and  luxury  of  the  triumphaiit  church,  the  more 
prudent  bilhops  condefcended  to  indulge  a  vifible 
fuperftition,  for  the  benefit  of  the  multitude ;  and> 
after  the  ruin  of  Paganifm,  they  were  no  longer 
reftrained  by  the  apprehenfion  of  an  odious  parallel. 
The  firft  introduftion  of  a  fymbolic  worfliip  was 
in  the  veneration  of  the  crofs,  and  of  relics.  The 
faints  and  martyrs,  whofe  interceffion  was  im- 
plored, were  feated  on  the  right  haild  of  God  ; 
but  the  gracious  ^ftd  often  fupernatural  favours, 
which,  in  the  popular  belief,  were  fliowered  round 
their  tomb,  conveyed  an  unqueftionable  fanftion 
of  the*  devout  pilgrims,  who  vifited,  and  touched, 
and  kiffed,  thefe  lifelefs  remains,  the  memorials 
of  their  merits  and  fufferings  *.  But  a  memorial, 
more .  interefting  than  the  fkull  or  the  fandals  of  a 
departed  worthy,  is  a  faithful  copy  of  his  perfou 
and  features  ddineated  by  the  arts  of  painting 
or  fculpture.  In  every  age,  fuch  copies,  fo  con^ 
genial  to  human  feelings,  have  been  cherifhed  by 
the  zeal  of  private  friendfliip,  or  public  efteemr 
the  images  of  the  Roman  emperors  were  adored 

3  ^c  Irenacus,  Epiphanias,  and  Auguftin  (Bifnage,  Hifl.  ties 
Eglifcs  Reformecs,  torn.  iJ.  p.  131 3.)*  I^t's  Gnodic  practice  ha^  a. 
lingular  affinity  with  the  private  worfhip  of  Alexander  Scvcrua 
(Lampridius,  c.  a<^'.  Lardner,  Heathen  Tcftimonies,  vol.  iii.  p.  34.). 

*  See  this  Hiftory;    vol.  iii.    p.  256.;   vol  iv.  p.  100.;   vol.  v. 

*     "  with 
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with  civil  and  almoft  religious  honours ;  i  reve-   ^^^ix' 

rence  lefs  oftentatious,  but  more  fincere,  was  ap-    u  -,-  j* 

plied  to  the  ftatues  of  fages  and  patriots  ;  and  thefc 

profane  virtues,   thefe  fplendid  fins,    disappeared 

in  the  prefence  of  the  holy  men,  who  had  died  for 

their  celeftial  and  everlafting  country.     At  firft,  the   Thflr 

experiment  was  made  with  caution  and  fcruple  ;  and   ^^  *^' 

the   venerable  pidures  were  difcreetly  allowed  to 

inftruft  the  ignorant,  to  awaken  the  cold,  and  to 

gratify  the  prejudices  of  the  heathen  profelytes.  By 

a  flow  though  inevitable  progreflion,  the  honours 

Df  the  original  were  transferred  to  the  copy :  the 

devout  Chriftian  prayed  before  the  image  of  a  faint ; 

and  the   Pagan  rites   of  genuflexion,    luminaries, 

and  incetife,  again  flole  into  the  Catholic  church. 

The  fcruples  of  reafon,  or  piety,  were  filenced  by 

the  ftrong  evidence  of  vifions  and  miracles ;  and  * 

the  pictures  which  fpeak,  and  move,  and  bleed^ 

muft  be  endowed  with  a  divine  energy,  and  may 

be  confidered  as  the  proper  objeds  of  religious 

adoration.      The    mofl;    audacious    pencil    might 

tremble  in  the  rafti  attempt  of  defining,  by  forms 

and  colours,  the  infinite  Spirit,  the  eternal  Father, 

who  pervades  and  fuftains  the  univerfe  %     But  the 

jTuperftitibus  mind  was  more  eafily   Reconciled  to 

paint  and  to  worfliip  the  angels,  and,  above  all,  the 

* 

o-X^'l^^cTif  U'fftiK,ix^:*{4.if*  art  kti^u  K»i  ^fXoif  Tv}»  virifea'i'Jt  ttat 
vfoun)Lfyo»tta-tu.9  nf4,»»  ^f/i>ni  inyvuitafAif     (Concilium  Nicenum,  ii.  iri  ** 

Collect.  Labb.  torn.  viii.  p.  1025.  edit.  Venet.)*  H  fevoit  peiiictre 
a-propos  de  nc  point  louffrir  d'images  dc  la  rrinit6  ou  dc  ia  Divi- 
iiTte ',  les  defenfeurs  les  plus  zeles  des  images  ayant  condamt>e  ctUes 
ci,  ct  le  concilc  dc  Trt-nte  dc  parlant  que  dcs  imager  de  Jefus  Chiift 
el,de8  Saints  (Dupin,  Bibliot.  Ecclcf.  torn.  vi.  p.  134.). 

I  2  .  Sort 


ii6  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

^XLix^  Son  of  God,  under  the  human  fhape,  which,  'onr 
earth,  they  have  condefcended  to  affume.  The 
fecond  perfon  of  the  Trinity  had  bten  clothed'  with 
a  real  and  mortal  body ;  but  that  body  had  afcend- 
ed  into  heaVen,  and,  had  not  fome  fimilitude  been 
prefented  to  the  eyes  of  his  difciples,  the  fpiritual 
worihip  of  Chrift  might  have  been  obliterated  by 
the  vifible  relics  and  reprefentations  of  the  faintsj 
A  fimilar  indulgence  was  recjuilite,  and  propitious, 
for  the  Virgin  Mary:  the  place  of  her  burial  was 
unknown ;  and  the  aflumption  of  her  foul  and 
body  into  heaven  was  adopted  by  the  credulity  of  the;, 
Greeks  and  Latins.  The  ufe,  and  even  the  worfhip, 
of  images,  was  fiimly  eftablifhed  before  the  end  of 
the  fixth  century;  they  were  fondly  cherifhed  by 
the  warm  imagination  of  the  Greeks  and  Afiatics  : 
the  Pantheon  and  Vatican  were  adorned  with  the 
emblems  of  a  new  fuperftition  j  but  this  femblance 
of  idolatry  was  more  coldly  entertained  by  the  rude 
Barbarians  and  the  Arian  clergy  of  the  Weft,  The 
bolder  forms  of  fculpture,  in  brafs  or  marble, 
which  peopled  the  temples  of  antiquity,  were 
ofFenfive  to  the  fancy  or  confcience  of  the  Chrift* 
ian  Greeks ;  and  a  fmooth  furface  of  colours  has 
ever  been  efteemed  a  more  decent  and  harmlefs 
mode  of  imitation  ^ 

Thcimagc       The  merit  and  effeft  of  a  copy  depends  on  its 
refemblance  with  the  original  j   but  the  primitive 

*^  This  general  hiftory  of  images  is  drawn  from  the  xxii*  book  of 
the  Hift.  des  Eglifes  Reformces  of  Bafnage,  torn.  ir.  p.  13 lo— if 37. 
He  was  a  proteftant,  but  of  a  oianly  fpirit ;  and  on  this  head,  the 
proteftants  are  fo-notorioufly  in  the  right,  that  they  can  venture  to 
be  impartial.   S«e  the  perplexity  of  poor  friar  Fagi,  Critica,  torn,  i. 

p.  42« 
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Chriftians  were  ignorant  of  the  genuine  features  ^xln/** 
of  the  Son  of  God,  his  mother,  and  his 
apolWes :  the  ftatue  of  Chrift  at  Paneas  in  Pale- 
ftine^  was  more  probably  that  of  ibme  temporal 
faviour;  the  Gnoftics  and  their  profane  monu- 
ments were  reprobated ;  and  the  fancy  of  the  Chrift- 
lan  artifts  could  only  be  guided  by  the  clandeftine 
imitation  of  fome  heathen  model.  In  this  diftrefs, 
a  bold  and  dextrous  invention  aflured  at  once  the 
likenefs  of  the  image  and  the  innocence  of  the 
worfhip.  A  new  fuperftrufture  of  fable  was  raifed 
on  the  popular  bafis  of  a  Syrian  legend,  on  the  cot^ 
refpondence  of  Chrift  and  Abgarus,  fo  famous  in 
the  days  of  Eufebius,  fo  reludantly  deferted  by 
our  modem  advocates*  The  bifliop  of  Caefarea  ^ 
records  the  epiftle ',  but  he  moft  ftrangely  forgets 

the 

7  After  removing  fome  rubbifh  of  miracle  and  inconfiftcncy,  it  may 
be  allowed,  that  as  late  as  the  year  300,  Paneas  in  Paleftinc  was  de- 
corated with  a  bronz«  ftatue,  reprefenting  a  grave  perfonage  wrapt 
in  a  cloak,  with  a  grateful  or  fuppliant  female  kneeling  before  him, 
and  that  an  infcription— xa;  XwTtsp,  t«  st/epyfTJ.-^-was  perhaps  iiiv 
icribed  on  the  pedcftal,  by  the  Chriftians,  this  groupc  was  fooliihly 
explained  of  their  founder  and  the  poor  woman  whom  he  had  curetl 
of  the  bloody  flux  (Eufcb,  vii.  18,  Philoftorg,  vii,  3,  &c.).  M.  dc 
Beaufbbre  more  reafonably  conjetflures  the  pliilolopher  Apolloniusj 
or  the  emperor  Yefpafian  :  in  th«  latter  fuppofition,  the  female  is  a 
city,  a  province,  or  perhaps  the  queen  Berenice  (Bibliolheque  G^r* 
manique,  tom.  xiii.  p.  i — 9a.) • 

^^Enfcb.  Hift.  Ecclef.  1.  i.  c.  13.  The  learned  Aflem annus  has 
brouglit  up  the  collateral  aid  of  three  Syrians,  St.  Ephrem,  Jofua 
Stylites,  and  James  biftiop  of  Sarug ;  but  I  do  not  find  any  notice 
of  the  Syriac  original  or  the  archives  of  Edefla  (Kibliot.  Orient. 
tom  i.  p. 3x8.  4»o.  554) >  their  vague  belief  is  probably  derived 
from" the  Greeks. 

9  The  evidence  for  thefe  epiftlcs  is  ftated  and  rcje^ed  by  the  can- 
did Lardner  (HeathenTeftimonics,  vol.  i.  p.  297*-3g9.).  Among  the 
Jicrd  of  bigots  >vhq  are  forcibly  driven  from  t^iscoiiveniciit,  but 
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^xLix^*  the^pidure  of  Chrift  ""^ ;  the  perfed  impreffion  of 
his  fi^ce  on  a  linen,  with  which  he  gratified  the 
faith  of  the  royal  ftranger,  who  had  invoked  his 
healing  power,  and  offered  the  ftrong  city  of  Edefla 
to  proteQ:  him  againft  the  malice  of  the  Jews,  The 
ignorance  of  the  primi^ve  church  is  explained  by 
the  long  imprifonment  of  the  image  in  a  nich  of 
the  wall,  from  whence,  after  an  oblivion  of  five 
hundred  years,  it  was  releafed  by  fomc  prudent 
biftiop,  and  feafonably  prefented  tb  the  devotion  of 
the  times.  Its  firft  and  moft  glorious  exploit  was  the 
deliverance  of  the  city  from  the  arms  of  Chofroes 
Nufliirvan ;  and  it  was  foon  revered  as  a  pledge 
of  the  divine  promife,  that  Edefla  fliould  never  >  be 
taken  by  a  foreign  enemy.  It  is  true  indeed,  that 
the  text  of  Procopius  afcribes  the  double  deliver- 
ance of  Edefla,  to  the  wealth  and  valour  of  her 
citizens,  who  purchafed  the  abfence  and  repelled  the 
aflaults  of  thfe  Perfiaji  mpnarch.  He  was  ignorant, 
the  profane  hift:orian,  of  the  tefl:imony  which  he 
is  compelled  to  deliver  in  the  .ecclefiaflical  page  of 
Evagrius,  that  the  Palladium  was  expofed  on  the 

untenable  poft,  I  amafhamed,  with  the  Grabes,  Caves,  Tillemonts, 
&c.  to  difcover  Mr.  Addifon,  an  Englifti  genUeman  (his  n  Works, 
vol.  i.  p.  ^28.   Baikerville's  edition);  butliis  fuperficial  trad  on  the 
Chriftian  religion  owes  its  credit  to  hk  name,  hisftyle,  and  the  in- 
tcrcfted  applaufe  of  our  clergy.  • 

*®  From  the  filence  of  Janies  of  Sarng  (Afleman.  Bibliot.  Orient, 
p.  289. 318.),  and  the  teftimony  of  Evagrius  (Hift.  Ecclef.  1.  iv.  c.  47.), 
I  conclude  that  this  fab!c  was  invented  between  the  years  521  and 
594.,  moft  probably  after  the  fiege  of  Edefla  in  540  (Afleman.  torn.  i. 
p.  4.16.  Procopius,  de  Bell.  Perfic.  1.  i:.).  It  is  the  fword  and 
buckler  of  Gregory  II.  (in  Epift.  i.  and  Leon.  Ifaur.  Con:  if, 
torn.  viii.  p.  656,  657. )>  of  John  DamaCcenus  (Opera,  torn.  i.  p.  18  r. 
edit.  Lequien),  and  of  the  fecond  Nicene  Council  (A^io,  r. 
p.  1030.)  The  moft  perfe^  edition  may  be  found  ip  Cedrenu^ 
(C<^pcnd.  p.  175—178.). '      •    * 
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rarapart,  and  that  the  water  which  had  been  fprin-  chap. 
kled  on  the  holy  face,  inftead  of  quenching,  added  -^^'^• 
new  fuel  to  the  flames  of  the  befieged.  After  this 
important  fervice,  the  image  of  Edeffa.was  pre- 
ferved  with  refpeft  and  gratitude ;  and  if  the  Ar- 
menians rejected  the  legend,  the  more  credulous 
Greeks  adored  the  fimilitude,  which  was  not  the 
work  of  any  mortal  pencil,  but  the  immediate 
creation  of  the  divine  original*  The  ftyle  and  fen- 
timents  of  a  Byzantine  hymn  will  declare  how  . 
far  their  worfhip  was  removed  from  the  groffefl; 
idolatry.  "  How  can  we  with  mortal  eyes  con- 
"  template  this  image,  whofe  celeilial  fplendour 
*'  the  hofl  of  heaven  prefumes  not  to  behold  ?  He 
"  who  dwells  in  heaven  condefcends  this  day  to 
"  vifit  us  by  his  venerable  image ;  He  who  is 
"  feated  on  the  -  cherubim,  vifits  us  this  day  by  a 
^*  pifture,  which  the  Father  has  delineated  with 
"  his  immaculate  hand,  which  he^has  formed  in 
*Van  iSeffable  manner,  and  which  we  fan£yfy  by 
"  adoring  it  with  fear  and  love."  Before  the  eai 
of  the  fixth  century,  thefe  images,  made  without 
hands  (in  Greek,  it  is  a  fmgle  word  '*),  were  pro- 
pagated in  the  camps  and  cities  of  the  Eaftem.  em- 

"  AxnpoffoitjTof.  See  Ducange,  in  Gloff.  Grace,  et  Lat.  Thefub- 
jc6^  is  treated  with  equal  learning  and  bigotry  by  the  Jefiiit  Grctfcr 
(Syntagma  de  Imaginibus  non  Manii  fadis,  ad  calcem  Codini  de 
Officiis,  p.  aS9— 33o.)>  the  afs,  or  rather  the  fox,  of  Ingoldftadt  (fee 
the  Scaligerana)  \  with  equal  reafon  iand  wit  by  the  proteftant  Beau* 
fobre,  in  the  ironical  controverfy  which  he  has  fpread  through  ma- 
ny volumes  of  the  Bibliotheque  Germankjue  (torn,  xviii.  p.  1—50. 
XX,  p.  »7— 68,  XXV.  p.  1—36.  xxvii.  p.  8j— liS.  xxviii.  p.  1—35. 
xxxi.p.  Ill— X48^  xxxii.  p.  75— 107.  xxxiy.  p.i6;— 96.). 
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^x^nc^*  pire":  they  were  the  objefts  of  worlhip,  and  the 
K^-^-^jj  inftruments  of  miracles  ;  and  in  the  hour  of  danger 
Its  cQpies.  ^j.  tumuh,  their  venerable  prefence  could  revive 
the  hopo^  rekindle  the  courage,  or  reprefs  the  fury, 
of  the  Roman  legions.'  Of  thefe  piftures,  the  far 
greater  part,  the  tranfcripts  of  a  human  pencil, 
could  only  pretetid  to  a  fecondary  likenefs  and 
improper  title :  but  there  were  fome  of  higher  de- 
fcent,  who  derived  their  refemblance  from  an  im- 
mediate contaft  with  the  original,  endowed,  for 
that  purpofe,  with  a  miraculous  and  prolific  vir- 
tue. The  moll  ambitious  afpired  from  a  filial  to 
a  fraternal  relation  with  the  image  of  EdefTa ;  and 
fuch  is  the  veronica  of  Rome,  or  Spain,  or  Jeru- 
falem,  which  Chrift  in  his  agony  and  bloody 
fweat  applied  to  his  face,  and  delivered  to  an  holy 
matron.  The  fruitful  precedent  was  fpeedily 
transferred  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  the  faints 
and  martyrs.  '  In  the  church  of  Diofpolis  in  Pa- 
leftine,  the  features  of  the  mother  of  God*^  were 
deeply  infcribed  in  a  marble  column : '  the  Eafl  and 
Wefl  have  been  decorated  by  the  pencil  of  St* 
^  liUke ;  and  the  evangelift,  who  was  perhaps  a 
phyiician,  has  been  forced  to  cxercife  the  occu- 
pation of  a  painter,  fo  .profc^ne  and  odious  in  the 
• 

'*  ThepphylaA  Simocatta  (1^  if.  c.  3  p.  34. 1.  iii.  c.  i.  p-  63.)  cele- 
brates  the  0s<ev^pi«op  u)ca,a-fA.y9  which  he  (lyles  c^x^P^^*^'''^' »  y^t  it  was 
-  no  m6re  than  a  copy,  fince  he  adds,  a^y^i-cvnof  to  Bzeivov  ot  Pfc7^a»o»'(of 
Edefla)  6p<r«gt/a<r»  rt  ap^nrov.  See  I*agi,  torn.  ii.  A.  D.  s^^>  N®  11. 
i3  See,  in  the  genuiRe  or  fuppofed  works  of  John  Damafcenus, 
two  paiftgc^  on  the  Virgin  and  St.  Luke,  which  have  not  been  no- 
ticed by  Gretier,  nor  confequcntly  by  Bcavifobrc  (Opera  Joh.  i)a- 
mafccn.  torn.  i.  p.  618. 631.)*.      '        '  .. 
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feyes  of  the  priniitive  Chriftians.  The  Olympian  ^^,  ^  ^" 
Jove,  created  by  the  mufe  of  Homer,  and  the 
chilTel  of  Phidias,  might  infpire  a  philofophic  mind 
>vith  momentary  devotion :  but  thefe  Catholic 
images  were  faintly  and  flatly  delineated  by  monkifh 
artifls  in  the  laft  degeneracy  of  taftc  and  genius  '*• 

The  worfhip  of  images  had  flolen  into  the  church 
by  infenfible  d^ees,  and  each  petty  ftep  was 
pleafing  to  the  fuperftitious  mind,  as  produftive  of 
comfort  and  innocent  of  fin.  But  in  the  beginning 
of  the  eighth  century,  in  the  full  magnitude 
of  the  abufe,  the  more  timorous  Greeks  were 
awakened  by  an  apprehenfion,  that  under  the 
maik  of  Chriftianity,  they  had  reftored  the  re- 
ligion of  their  fathers :  they  heard,  with  grief  and 
impatience,  the  name  of  idolaters ;  the  inceffant 
charge  of  the  Jews  and  Mahometans '%  who 
derived  from  the  Law  and  the  Koran  an  im- 
mortal  hatred  to  graven  images  and  all  relative 
worfhip.  The  fervitude  of  the  Jews  might  curb 
their  zeal  and  depreciate  their  authority  ;  but .  the 
triumphant  Mufulmans,  who  reigned  at  Damafcus, 
and  threatened  Conftantinople,  cafl  into  the-  fcale 
of  /eproach  the  accumulated  weight  of  truth  and 
viftory.  The  cities  of  Syria,  Paleftine,  and  Egypt, 
had  been  fortified  with  the  images  of  Chrifl,   hit 

14  "Vour  fcandalous  figures  ftand  quite  out  from  the  canvafs :  they 
"  are  aa  bad  as  a  group  of  ftatues!"  It  was  thus  that  the  ignorance 
and  bigotry  of  a  Greek  pried  applauded  the  pidlures  of  Titian^ 
which  he  had  ordered,  and  refufcd  to  accept. 

>5  By  Ccdrcnus,  Zonaras,  Glycas,  and  Manaflcs,  the  origin  of  the 
IconocTafts  is  imputed  to  the  caliph  Yezid  and  two  Jews,  who  pro- 
mifed  the  empire  to  Leo  ;  and  the  reproaches  of  thefe  hoftile  fec- 
laries  arc  turned  into  an  abfurd  confpiracy  for  rcftoriiig  the  purity 
of  the  Chriftian  worfliip  (fee  Spanheim,  Hift.  Imag.  c  2.). 
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c  ^^  A  p.     mother,  and  Kis  faints  ;    and  each  city  prcfumed 
on  the  hope  or  promife  of  miraculous  defence. 
In  a  rapid  conqueft  of  ten  years,  the  Arabs  fub- 
dued  thofe  cities  and  thefe  images ;  and,  in  their 
opinion,  the  Lord  of  Hofts  pronounced  a  decifive 
judgment  between  die  adoration  and  contempt  of 
tbefe    mute  and   inanimate   idols.     For  a    while 
Edefla  had  braved  the   Perfian  aflaults;  but  the 
chofen  city,  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift,  was  involved  in 
the  common  ruin ;  and  his  divine  refemblance  be- 
.flcame  the  flave  and  trophy  of  the  infidels.     After 
a  fervitude  of  three  hundred  years,  the  Palladium 
was  yielded  to  the  devotion  of  Conftantinople,  for 
a  ranfom  of  twelve  thoufand  pounds  of  filver,  the 
redemption  of  two  hundred  Mufulmans,  and  a  per- 
petual truce  for  the  territory  of  Edeffa  '^.     In  this 
feafon  of  diftrefs  and  difmay,  the  eloquence  of  the 
monks  was  exercifed  in  the  defence  of  images ;  and 
they  attempted  to  prove,  that  the  fin  and  fchifm  of 
the  great^ft  part  of  the  Orientals  had  forfeited  the 
favour,  and  annihilated  the  virtue,  of  thefe  pre- 
cious fymbols.     But  they  were  now  oppofed  by 
the  murmurs  of  many  fimple  or  rational  Chrift- 
ians,  who  appealed  to  the  evidence  of  tcxts^  of 
fads,    and  of  the  primitive  times,    and    fecretly 
defired  the  reformation  of  the  church.      As  the 
worihip  of  images  bad  never  been  eftablifhed  by 
any  general  or  pofitive  law,   its  progrefs  in   the 

»6  See  Elmacin  (Hift.  Saracen,  p.  167.),  Abulpharagius  (Dynaft. 
p.  aoi.)>  and  Abulfeda  (Annal.  Moflcm.  p.  ^64.)  and  the  Criticifms 
S>f  Pagi  (torn.  iii.  A.D.  944.)*  The  prudent  Francifcan  refufes  to 
determine  whether  the  image  of  Edefla  now  repofes  at  Rome,  or 
Genoa  ;  but  its  rcpofe  is  inglorious,  and  this  ancient  objedl  of  wor- 
(liip  is  no  longer  famous  or  faihionable. 
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Eaftem  empire  had  been  retarded,  or  accderated«  chap. 
by  the  difference?  of  men  and  manners,  the  local 
degrees  of  refinement,  and  the  perfonal  charafters 
of  the  bifliops.  The  fplendid  devotion  was  fondly 
cheriftied  by  the  levity  of  the  capital,  and  the  in^- 
ventivc  genius  of  the  Byzantine  clergy,  while  the 
rude,  and  remote  diftrifts  of  Afia  were  ftrangers 
to  this  innovation  of  facred  luxury.  Many  large 
congregations  of  Gnoflics  and  Arians  maintained, 
after  their  converfion,  the  fimple  worfhip  which  had 
preceded  their  feparation;  and  the  Armenians, 
the  moft  warlikie  fubjeds,  of  Rome,  were  not  re- 
conciled, in  the  twelfth  century,  to  the  fight  of* 
images  *\  Thefe  various  denominations  of  mea 
afforded  a  fund  of  prejudice  and  averfion,  of  fmall 
accoimt  in  the  villages  of  Anatolia  or  Thrace^  but 
which,  in  the  fortune  of  a  foldier,  a  prelate,  or  an 
eunuch,  might  be  often  connefted  with  the  powers 
of  the  church  and  ftate. 

Of  fuch  adventurers,  the  moft  fortunate  was  the   jconcSaft 
emperor  Leo  the  third  *%  who,  from  the  moim-   and  hu 

•         fucceflbrs. 

tarns      A.  D. 
726— 840* 

fwTak  (Nicetas,  1.  ii.p.  *58.)'  The  Armenian  churches  arc  ftill  content 
'  with  the  crofs  (MilBbns  du  Levant,  torn.  iii.   p.  148.):  but  furely   ■ 
the  fuperftitious  Greek  is  unjuft  to  the  fuperftition  of  the  Germans 
of  the  xiit^  century, 

»3  Our  original,  but  not  impartial,  monuments  of  the  Iconoclafts 
muft  be  drawn  from  the  Ads  of  the  Councih,  tom.  viii.and  ix.  Col- 
led. Lvvbbc,  edit.  Venet.  and  the  hiftorical  writings  of  Theophanes, 
Nicephorus,  Manafl^s,  Cedrenus,  Zonaras,  &c.  Of  the  modern 
Catholics,  Baronius,  Pagi,  Natalif  Alexander  (liiflr.  EccleC  Scculum  [ 
viii.and  ix),  and  Maimbourg  (tiift.  des  Iconoclaftes),  have  treated 
the  fubjefl^  with  learning,  paffion,  and  credulity.  The  proteftant 
labours  of  Frederic  Spanheim  (HiftorialmagiBarum  Reftituta)  and 

James 
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CHAP,    taiiis  of  Ifauria,  afcended  the  throne  of  the  Eaft. 
He  was  ignorant  of   facred   and   profane  letters ; 
but  his  education,    his  reafon,   perhaps  his  inter- 
courfe  with  the  Jews  and  Arabs,  had  infpired  the 
martial  peafant  with  an  hatred  of  images ;  and  it 
was  held  to  be  the  duty  of  a  prince,  to  impofe  on 
his  fubjeds    the   didates  of  his   own  confcience. 
But  in  the  outfet  of  an  unfettled  reign,  during  ten 
years  of  toil  and  danger,  Leo  fubmitted   to   the 
meannefs  of  hypocrify,    bowed  before    the  idols 
which  he  defpifed,  and  fatisfied  the  Roman  pontiff 
with  the  annual  profeffions  of  his  orthodoxy  and 
zeal.      In   the    reformation   of  religion,    his   firft 
Heps  were  moderiite  and  cautious :    he  affembled 
a  great    council    of   fenators    and    bifhops,    and 
enafted,  with  their  confent,    that  all   the  images 
fhould  be  removed  from  the  fanftuary  and  alta^ 
to  a  proper  height  in  the  churches,   where  they 
might  be  vifible  to  the  eyes,  and  inacceffible  to 
the  fuperftition,  of  the  people.      But  it  was  im- 
poflible  on  either  fide  to  check  -the  rapid  though 
adverfp  impulfe  of  veneration  and  abhorrence :  in 
their  lofty  pofition,  the  facred  images  ftill  edified 
their   votaries   and  ,  reproached    the    tyrant.      He 
was  himfelf  provoked  by  refiftance  and  invcSive  ^ 
and  his  own  party  accufed  him  of  an  imperfed 
difcharge-  of  his  duty,  and   urged  for  his   imita- 
tion, the  example   of  the  Jev/ifli  king,  who   had 
broken  without  fcruple  the  brizen  ferpent  of  th^ 
temple.      By  a  fecond  edift,    he  profcribed  the 

James Bafnage  (Hlft.  des  Eglifes  Reformees,  torn.  ii.  l.xxiii.  p.  1339-T 
1385.)  are  caft  into  the  Iconodaft  fcale.  With  this  mutual  aidj  and 
oppofjte  tendency,  it  is  cafy  for  w  to  poifc  tjic  balance  with  philo- 
fop  hie '  indifference. 

^^ftencQ 
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eiciftence  as  well  as  the  ufe  of  ;'eligious  pidures ;  chap. 
the  churches  of  Conftantinople  and  the  provinces  ^  /-'_y 
were  cleanfed  from  idolatry  ;  the  images  of  Chrift, 
the  Virgin,  and  the  Saints,  were  demoliflied,  or  a 
fmooth  furface  of  plafter  was  fpread  over  the  walls 
of  the  edifice.  The  feft  of  the  Iconoclafts  was 
fupported  by  the  zeal  and  defpotifm  of  fix  em- 
perors, and  the  Eaft  and  Weft  were  involved  in  a 
noify  conflift  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  years. 
It  was  the  defign  of  Leo  the  Ifaurian  to  pronounce 
the  condemnation  of  images,  as  an  article  of  faith, 
and  by  the  authority  of  a  general  council :  but 
the  convocation  of  fuch  an  aflembly  was  referved 
for  his  fon  Conftantine  '^  ;  and  though  it  is  ftig- 
matifed  by  triumphant  bigotry  as  a  meeting  of 
fools  and  atheifts,  their  own  partial  and  mutilated 
afts  betray  many  fymptoms  of  reafon  and  piety. 
The  debates  and  decrees  of  many  provincial  fy-  Their 
nods  introduced  the  fummons  of  the  general  coun-  ^X^^  °^ 

.,        ,  •  •  n        •  Conftan- 

cil  which  met  in  the  fuburbs  of  Conftantinople,  tinopie, 
and  was  compofed  of  the  refpeftable  number  of  '  ^^*' 
three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  bifliops  of  Europe 
and  Anatolia ;  for  the  patriarchs  of  Antioch  and 
Alexandria  were  the  flaves-  of  the  caliph,  and  the 
Roman  pontiff  had  withdrawn  the  churches  of 
Italy  and  the  Weft  from  the  communion  of  the 

"9  Some  flowers  of  rhetorfc  are  Ywo^y  irapavofjLof  hou  aOsov,  and 
the  biihop>  tok  ^AxtAioppoa-.  By  Daraafccnus  it  is  ftyltd  axtfo;  «a» 
a^iKTQti  (upera,  torn.  i.  p.  653. )•  Spanheim's  Apology  for  the  Synod 
of  Conftantinople  (p<  171,  5cc.)is  worked  up  with  truth  andingenU. 
ity,  from  fu:h  materials  as  he  dould  find  in  the  Nicene  A6lt 
(p.  10469  &c.).  'I  he  witty  Jhn  of  Damafcus  conv«»rta  tnrxaKQ'ntiq 
into  tvKTxoru;*  makes  them  *ii^i&^«A»;|  flavcs  of  their  belly,  &c. 
Opera,  torn.  i.  p.  306. 

Greeks. 
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CHAP.  Greeks.  TiaH  Byzitnd&e  fytiod  atTutned  the  r^ik 
and  powerg  of  the  feventh  general  council:  yet 
cren  this  title  was  a  recognition  of  the  fix  pre- 
ceding  affemblies  which  had  laborioufly  built  the 
ftruftiire  of  the  Catholic  faith.  After  a  ferious 
deliberation  of  fix  months,  the  three  hundred  and 
thirty- eight  bifliops  prorjounced  and  fubfcribed  an 
unanimous  decree,  that  all  vifible  fymbols  of 
Chrift,  except  in  the  Eucharift,  were  either  blaf- 
phemous  or  heretical;  that  image  worfhip  was  a 
eorruption  of  Chriftianity  and  a  renewal  of  Pa- 
ganifm;  that  all  fuch  monuments  of  idolatry 
fiiould  be  broken  or  erazed  ;  and  that  thofe  whp 
ihould  refufe  to  deliver  the  objects  of  their  private 
fuperftition,  were  guilty  of  difobedience  to  the 
authority  of  the  church  and  of  the  emperor.  *In 
their  loud  and  loyal  acclamations,  they  celebrated 
the  merits  of  their  temporal  redeemer  jr .  and  to 
his  zeal  and  juftice  they  entrufted  the  execution  of 
their  fpiritual  cenfures.  At  Conflantinople,  as  in 
the  former  council^,  the  will  of  the  prince  was  the 
rule  of  epifcopal  faith ;  but  on  this  occafion,  I 
am  inclined  to  fufpc£l  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
prelates  facrificed  their  fecret  confcience  to  the 
Thenr  temptations  of  hope  and  fear.  In  the  long  night 
of  fuperftition,  the  Chriftians  had  wandered  far 
away  from  the  fihiplicity  of  the  gofpel :  nor  was 
it  eafy  for  them  to  difcern  the  clue,  and  tread 
back  the  mazes,  of  the  labyrinth.  The  worfhip* 
of  images  was  infeparably  blended,  at  leaft  to  a 
pious  fancy,  with  the  Crofs,  the  Virgin,  the 
Saints  and  their  relics :  the  holy  ground  was  in- ' 
volved  .in  a  cloud  of  miracles  and  vifions  j    and 

the 
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the  nerves  of  the  mind,  curiofity  and  fcepticifm, 
were  benumbed  by  the  habits  of  obedience  and 
belief,  Conftantine  himfelf  is  accufcd  of  in- 
dulging a  royal  licence  to  doubt,  or  deny,  or 
deride  the  myfteries  of  the  Catholics  *°,  but  they 
were  deeply  infcribed  in  the  public  and  private 
creed  of  his  bifhgps;  and  the  boldeft  Icondcbft 
might  affault  with  a  fecret  horror,  the  monuments 
of  popular  devotion,  which  were  confecrated  to 
the  honour  of  his  celeftial  patrons*  In  the  re- 
formation of  the  fixteenth  century  freedom,  and 
knowledge  had  expanded  all  the  faculties  of  man ; 
the  thirft  of  innovation  fuperfeded  the  reverence 
of  "antiquity,  and  the  vigour  of  Europe  could  dif- 
dain  thofe  phantoms  which  terrified  the  fickly  and 
fervile  weaknefs  of  the  Greeks, 

The  fcandal  of  an  abflra£l  herefy  can  be  only 
proclaimed  to  the  people  by  the  blaft  of  the  ec- 
clefiaftical  trumpet ;  but  the  moft  ignorant  can 
perceive,  the  mod:  torpid  muft  feel,  the  profana- 
tion and  downfal  of  their  vifible  deities.  The 
firft  hofUlities  of  Leo  were  direfted  againft  a  lofty 
Chrift  on  the  veftibule,  and  above  the  gate,  of 
the  palace,  A  ladder  had  been  planted  for  the 
affault,  but  it  was  furioufly  fliaken  by  a  crowd  of 
zealots  and  women:  they  beheld,  with  pious  traiif- 
porty  the  minifters  of  facrilege  tumbling  from  on 
high,  and.dafiied  againft  the  pavement;  and  the 
honours  of  the  ancient  martyrs  were  proftitutcd  to" 


c  n  A  Pi 
XLIX. 
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He  is  accufcd  of  profcribing  the  title  of  faint;  ftyling  the  Virgin, 
mother  of  Chrift  \  comp.iring  her  afcr  her  delivei-y  to  nn  empty 
pupfe  of  Arianifm,  Ncftorianifm,  &c.  In  his  defence,  Spanhcim 
(fi.  iy.  p.  207.)  is  fomewhat  ©mbarrafVed  between  the  intcreft  of  a 
proteltant  and  U^e  duty  ot  an  orthodox  divine. 

4  .    ^  ^  thefe 
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CHAP,   thcfe  criminals,   who  juftly  fuffercd  for   murder 
and  rebellion*".      The  execution  of  the  Imperial 
edidl  was  refifted  by  frequent  tumults  in  Conftan- 
tinople  and  the  provinces  :  the  perfon  of  Leo  was 
endangered,  his  officers  were  maffacred,  and  the 
popular,  enthufiafm  was  quelled  by  the  ftrongeft 
efforts    of  the  civil  and  military  power.      Of  the 
Archipelago,  or  Holy  Sea,    the  numerous  iflands 
Were  filled  with  images  and  monks  :  their  votaries 
abjured,    without    fcraple,  the  enemy  of  Chrift ; 
his  mother,  and  the  faints :  they  armed  a  fleet  of 
•boats  and  gallies,  difplayed  their  confecrated  ban- 
ners, and  boldly  (leered  for  \  the  harbour  of  Con- 
ftantinople,  to  place  on  the  throne  a  new  favourite 
of  God  and  the  people.     They  depended  on  the 
fuccour  of  a   miracle ;    but  their    miracles  were 
inefficient  againft  the  Greek  fire ;   and,   after   the 
defeat  and  conflagration  of  their  fleet,  the  naked 
iflands  were  abandoned  to  the  clemency  or  juflice 
of  the  conqueror.     The  fon  of  Leo,  in  the  firft 
year  of  his  reign,  had  undertaken  an  expedition 
againfl  the  Saracens :  during  his  abfence,  the  ca- 
pital, the  palace,  and  the  purple,  were  occupied 
by  his  kinfman  Artavafdes,  the  ambitious  cham- 
pion  of   the    orthodox    faith.     Tlie    worfliip  of 
images  was  triumphantly  reftored :    the  patriarch 
renounced  his  diflimulation,  or  diflembled  his  fen* 
timents ;  and  the  righteous  claim  of  the  ufurper 

va$  acknowledged, '  both  in  the  new,  and  in  an-^ 

. 

*»  The  holy  confeflbr  Theophanes  approves  the  principle  of  their 
rebellion,  §«w  jcjyyfAEw*  fn^y  (p.  339.)-  Gregory  II.  (in  Epift.i.  ad 
Imp.  Leon.Concil.  torn.  viii.  p.  661 .  664.)  applauds*  the  zeal  of  the 
Byzantine  women  who  killed  the  Imperial  officer^. 

cient. 
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cient,  Rome.  Conftantine  flew  for  refuge  to i his  CHAP, 
p^t^mal  mountains ;  but  he  defcended  2(t  the  head  ^^'^• 
of  the  bold  and  affedionate  Ifaurians;  and  hh 
final  Viftory  confounded  the  arms  and  predidHons 
of  the  fanatics.  His  long  reign  \iras  diftradfect 
with  clamour,  fediticm,  cdnfpiracy,  and  tnutuai 
hatred,  and  fanguinary  revenge  i  the  peifeciitioA 
of  images  was  the  motive,  or  preterice,  of  his  ad- 
verfaries ;  and,  if  they  miifed  a  temporal  diadem^ 
they  were  rewarded  by  the  Greeks  with  thd  crown 
of  martyrdom.  In  every  ad  of  open  and  clan- 
4eftine  treaf6n,  the  emperor  felt  the  unforgiving 
enmity  of  the  monks,  the  faithful  flaves  of  the 
fuperftition  to  which  they  owed  their  riches  and 
influence.  They  prayed,  they  preached,  they  ab- 
folved,  they  inflamed,  they  confpired;  the  foli- 
tude  of  Paleftine  poured  forth  a  torrent  of  in- 
yeftive ; .  and  the  pen  of  St.  John  Damafcenus  **, 
the  laft  of  the  Greek  fathers,  devoted  the  tyrant^$ 
head,  both  in  this  world  and  the  hext*^     I  anl 

**  John,  or  Manfui:,  was  a  noble  Chriftian  of  Damalcus,  who  held  a 
confiderable  office  in  thefervice  of  the  caliph.  His  zeal  in  thecaufe  of 
Images  cxpofed  hitn  to  the  refentmcnt  and  treachery  of  the  Greek 
emperor ;  and  on  the  fufpicion  of  a  treafonable  correfpondence,  be 
was  deprived  of  his  right  hand,  which  was  mitaeuloiifly  rcftcred  by' 
the  Virgin.  After  this  deliverance,  he  refigncd  his  oiHce,  diftribut- 
ed  his  wealth,  andl)urjed  himfelf  in  the  monaftiery  of  St,  Sitbas,  b6» 
tween  Jerulalem  and  the  DeadJSea.  The  legend  is  famous ;  but  hif 
learned  editor,  father  Lequien,  has  unluckily  proved  thsitSt.  Joha 
Damafcenus  was  already  a  monk  before  the  Iconoclaft.  #fpute 
(Opera,  tdm,  i.  Vit.  St.  Joan.  Bamafcen.  p.  lo—i  3.  et  Ktttas  ad  Iqc*)* 

»3  After  fending  Leo  to  the  devil,  he  intrbdtkSes  his  heir— m; 

(Opera  Damafcen.  torn.  i.  p.,  6*5.).  If  the  authenticity  of  this 
picGe  be  fufpicious,  we  are  fUrc  that  iti  other  Works,  no  longer  ex- 
tant, Damafcenus  befto^ifed^tm  Coiiftantine  the  title,  ot  mfiAfetfaBf 
Xfifofxa^ovt  jUKTot^io  (torn,  u  p.  3C6.}» 

.  Yoh,  tX*  K  no* 
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^30.^^  not  at  leifure  to  examine  how  far  the  monks  pnv 
w  ^n^mmj  Voked,  nor  how  much  they  have  exaggerated,  their 
real  and  pretended  fufFerings,  nor  how  many  lofl 
their  lives  or  limbs,  their  eyes  or  their  beards,  by 
(the  cruelty  of  the  emperor.  From  the  chaftife- 
jnent  of  individuals,  he  prpcecded  to  the  abolition 
pi  the  order  j  and,  as  it  was  wealthy  and  ufelefe, 
his  refentment  might  .,ji)e  ftimulated  by  avarice  and 
juftified  by  patriotifm.  The  formidable  name  and 
miffion  of  the  Dragon  ^%  his  vifitor-general,  ex- 
cited the  terror  and  abhorrence  of  the  ^kuk  na- 
tion :  the  religious  communities  were  diffolved^ 
the  buildings  were  converted .  into  magazines,  or 
barracks  j  the  lands,  moveables,  and  cattle,  were 
confifcated ;  and  our  modern  precedents  will  fup^- 
port  the  charge,  that  much  wanton  or  mali- 
cious havoc  was  exercifed  againll  the  relics,  and 
even  the  books,  of  the  monafteries.  With  th« 
habit  and  profefEon  of  monks,  the  public  and 
private  worfhip  of  images  was  rigoroufly  pro- 
fcribed  ;  and  it  Ihould  feem,  that  a  folemn  ab- 
juration of  idolatry  was  exafted  frohi  the  fub- 
jefts,  oy  at  leaft  from  the  clergy,  of  the  Eaftern 
eii^re*^  . 
luiy.''^  The  patient  Eaft  abjured,  with  reluftance,  her 
jeered  ijnages ;  they  were  fondly   cheriflied,  and 

H  In  the  nan*ativc  of  this  perfccution  from  Thcophancs  and  Cc- 
drenus,Spanhcjm  (p.  235 — 238.)  is  happy'to  compare  ihtDracoo^ 
Leo  with  the  dragoons  (Draco^^ej)  of  Louis  XIV.  j  and  highly  fo- 
laces  himfclf  with  this  controverfial  pun. 

'csirruv  nKcfuv  (Damafcen.  Op.  torn.  i.  p,6t5.)*  This  oath  and  Tub* 
feription  I  do  not  remember  to  have  ,ieen  in  any  modern  com- 
pilation, *  .    ; 

vigoroufly 
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Vigoroufly  defended,  by  the  independent  zeal  <if  ^H^^** 
the  Italians.    In  ecclefiafticisil  rank  and  juriidk- 
tion,  the  patriarch  of  Conflaiitinople  and  the  pope 
of  Rome  were  nearly  equal;    But  the  Greek  pre- 
late was  a  domeftic   flave  under  the  eye  of  his 
mafter,  at  whofe  nod  he  alternately  pa&d  from 
the  convent  to  the  throne,  and  from  the  throne  to 
the  convent.    A  diftant  and  dangerbus  ftationi 
amidfl:  the  BaAarians  of  the  Weft,   eJtcited  the 
fpirit  and  freedom  of  the  Latin  Ufhops.    Their 
popular  eleftion  endeared  them  to  the  Romans  t 
the  public  and  private  indigence  ivas  relieved  by 
their  ample  revenue ;  and  the  weaknds  or  negleft 
of  the  emperors  compelled  them  to  confult,  both' 
in  peace  and  war,  the  temporal  fafety  of  the  city. 
In  the  fchool  of  adverfity  the  prleft  infenfibly  im- 
bibed the  virtues  and  the  ambition  of  a  prince ; 
the  fame  tharadef  was  affumed,  the  fame  policy 
was  adopted  by  the  Italian^  the  Greek,  or  the 
Syrian,  who  afcei^ded  the  chair  of  St.  Peter ;  and, 
after  the  lofs  of  her  legic^s  and  provinces,  the 
genius  and  fortune  of  nhe  popes  again  reftored  the 
fupremacy  of  Rome*    It  is  agreed,   that  in  thb* 
eighth  x:eijttiry,  their  dominion  was  founded  on  re- 
bellion, and^that.the,  rebellion  was  produced j  and 
juflified,  by  the  herefy   of  the  Iconoclails^    but 
the  conduft  of  the  fecond  and  third  Gregory,  in 
this  memorable  conteft,  is  varioufly  interpreted  by 
the  wiihes  of  thdr  friends  and  enemies.    The  By^ 
zaritine  writer^  unanimoufly  declare,  that,  after  a 
fruitlefs  admonition,    they  pronounced,  the  fepa- 
Nation  of  the  Eail  and  Weft,  and  deprived  the 
jEicrilegious  tyrant  of  the  revenue  and  fovereignty 
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c  B'A  r.  of  Italy.  Thd^  excommunication  is  ftill  more 
^^^^'  clearly  expreffed  by  the  Greeks,  who  beheld  the 
accomplifhm^nt  of  the  papal  triumphs ;  and  as 
they  are  more  ftrongly,  attached  to  their  religions 
than  to  their  country,  they  praife^  inftead  of 
blaming,  the  zeal  and  orthodoxy  of  thefe  apofto- 
lical  men'^^  The  modem  champions  of  Rome; 
are  eager  to  accept  the  praife  and  the  precedent : 
this  great  and  glorious  example  of  the  depolitioa 
of  royal  heretics  is  celebrated  by  the  cardinals  Ba- 
ronius  and  BeDarmine  ^^ ;  and  if  they  are  afked^ 
why  the  fame  thunders  were  not  hurled  againft  the 
Neros  and  Julians  of  antiquity?  they  reply,  that 
the  weaknefs  of  the  primitive  church  was  the  fole 
caufe  of  her  patient  loyalty".  On  this  occafioo, 
the  eScGts  of  love  and  hatred  are  the  fame ;  and 
the  zealous  proteflants,  who  feek  to  kindle  the 
indignation,  and  to  alarm  the  fears,   of  princes 

^  Kai  TD»  P-A{f^»y  ^09  wticn  truUat  Tfif  $atffi\uet^  avta  «9r  (^  -Sf  lays 
^^h^phanes  (Chreoograpb.  p.  343«)'  ^o*"  this  Gregory  is  ftyled  by 
Xkdveniis  «i»i)p«v*ro7uxef  ^(p.  450.}.  Zonaras  fpecifics  tbc  thunder 
KwtBriy^rh  ^vfohxtif  (tom.  11.  1.  XV.  p.  104,  xoj.).  It  may  be  qb- 
iervedji  tbat  the  Orecks  are  apt  to  cosfound  the  tiroes  and  aAioos 
•f  t^o.Grcgocies. 

*7  ice  Bamnius,  Anna]«  Ecctef .  A,  D.  7 jo,.N<»  4, 5.  r  dignum  ex* 
evnplum  {  Bellarmin,  de  Romano  Pontilice,  1.  v.  c.  8,,:  muldtavit 
eiiin  parte  imperii;  Sigonius,  de  Regno  Ital'ae,  1.'  iH.  Opera,  tom.  iL. 
p.  1^9.  :Yet  fach  IS  t&e  change  of  Italy,  that  Sigcmius  i^  corrcded 
by  the  editor  of  MOan,  Philippun  Argdatus,  a  Botloj^efey  and  fub- 
jeS  af  the  pope.    . 

^  Quod  ii  Chrifiiani  olim  non  depofuerunt  Neronem  autjulianain, 
li  futt  qoia  deerant  vires  tem|  oralea  Chriftianit  <hoaeft  Bellarmin^ 
de  Rom.  Pont.  1  v.  e.  7.).  Cardinal  Perron  adds  a  diftindion  mort 
honourable  to  the  firft  Chri Alans,  but  not  more  fatisfaccory  to  mp^ 
dern  princes— the  irea/on  of  heretics  and  apoftates,  *  who  break 
'  their  oath) belie  theirooin, and  renounce  jUieIr  all^gianee  to  CbxiSk 
and  his  vicar  (FertOfiidway  p.  ^9.}. 

and 
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and  magiftrates,  expatiate  on  the  infolence  and  ^^j^^* 
treafon  of  the  two  Gregories  againft  their  lawful 
fovereign  **.  They  are  defended  only  by  the  mo- 
derate Catholics,  for  the  moft  part,  of  the  Gal* 
fican  church^'',  who  refpeft  the  faint,  without 
approving  the  fin.  Thefe  common  advocates*  of 
the  crown  and  the  mitr«  circumfcribe  the  truth  of 
hGts  by  the  rule  of  equity,  fcripture,  and  tradi-* 
lion  }  and  appeal  to  the  evidence  of  the  Latins '% 
and  the  lives  ^^  and  epiflles  of  the  popes  them« 
felves. 

^  Take,  as  a  fpecimen,  the  cautiout  Bafnagc  (Hift.  de  TEgliTe, 
P*  1350, 1 351.) and  the  vehement  Spanheiip  (Hift»  Imaginum),  who* 
vrith  an  hundred  more»  tread  in  the  footftcps  of  the  centurigtors  of 
Magdeburgfa. 

I*  See  Laanoy  (Opera,  torn.  v.  par^ii.  epift.  viL  7,  p,  45^*--474*)» 
Katalis  Alexander  (Hift.  Nov.  Teftaipenti,  fecul.  viii.  diflert.  i. 
p.  9a«-'96.),  Pagi  (Critical  torn.  iii.  p.  215— »i6.),  and  Giannone 
(Iftoria  Civile  dl  Napoli,  torn.  i.  p.  317— 3»o«)»  a  difciple  of  the 
CalUcan  fchool.  In  the  field  of  controvcrfy  I  always  pity  the  mo- 
derilte  party,  who  ftand  on  the  open  middle  ground  e?:pc^ed  to  the 
fire  of  both  fides. 

X  They  appealed  to  Paul  Warnefnd,  or  Di aconus  (de  Geftis  Lan- 
gobard*  1.  vi.  c.49.  p.  506,  507.  in  Script.  Ital*  Muratori,  torn.  i. 
pars  i.),  and  the  nominal  Anaftafius  (de  Vit.  Pont,  in  Muratori^ 
torn.  iii.  pars  i.)  Gregorius  II.  p,  X54.  Gregorius  111.  p.  158.  Za* 
charias,  p.  x6i.  Stephanus  111 .  p.  x^j.  Paulus,  p.  172.  Stepha^ 
nus  IV.  p.  174.  Hadrianns,  p.  179.  Leo  III.  p.  195).  Y^t  I  may 
remark,  that  the  true  Anaftafius  (Hift.  EccleC  p.  134.  edit.  Reg,) 
and  the  Hiftoria  Mifoella  (I.  xxi.  p.  151.  in  torn.  i.  Script,  ttal  ),  both 
of  the  ixii^  century,  translate  a^d  apprpve  the  Greek  tfixt  of 
Theophanes. 

3&  With  fome  minute  difference,  the  moft  lej^aed  tritics,  Lucas 
Holftenius,  Scbcleftratc,Ciampini,  Biaachini,  Muratori  (Prolego* 
mena  ad  tom.  iii.  pars  i.},  are  agreed  that  the  Liber  Fontificalis  waa 
eompofed  and  continued  by  the  apoftolical'  llbramns  and  notaries 
of  the  viii  a  an4  jx*^  centuries  t.aud  that  the  laft  a^  fipmQeft  part ' 
is  the  work  of  Anaftafius,  whofe  name  it  bearsl.  The  ft^  is  bar- 
barous, the  narrative  |»rtia],  the  details  one  trifljAg'v-yet  it  muft  be' 
rptd  as  a  curious  apd  authentic  record  of  the  times.  Th<  e^ftles  of 
Ac  popcf  are  difperfed  iu  the  volumes  oS  CottRcils. 
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cHA  t>.  Two  original  epiftlcs,  from  Gregory  the  fecond 

^^i"^' «  t*>  the  eiTlperor  Leo,  are  ftill  extant  ^^  ;  and  if  they 

Epifticsof*  cannot  be  praifed  a$  the  mpft  perfect  models  of 

to7he  cm-  eloquence  and  logic,  they  exhibit  the  portrait,  or 

A.dT'  %  ^^  ^^^  ^^  mafk,  of  the  foimder  of  the  papa! 
iQoftarchy,  "During  ten  pure  and  fortunate 
*^  years,'*  fays  Gregory  tp  the  emperor,  "  we 
^*  hav:e  tafted  the  annual  comfort  of  your  royal 
*t  letters,  fubfcribed  in  purple  ink,  with  your 
^f  own  band,  the  lacred  pledges  of  your  Attach? 
f'  ment  to  the  orthodox  creed  of  our  fathers, 
f *  How  deplorable  is  the  change !  how  tremendous 
^'  the  fcandal !  You  now  accufe  the  Catholics  of 
^'  idolatry ;  and,  by  the  accufation,  you  betray 
your  own  impiety  and  ignorance.  To  this  ig-^ 
norance  wS  are  compelled  to  adapt  the  groff- 
nefs  of  our  ftyle  and  arguments :  the  firft 
*'  elements  of  holy  letters  are  fufficient  for  your 
f *  cohfufion ;  and  were  you  to  enter  a  grammar- 
*'  fchool,  and  s^vow  yourfelf  the  enemy  of  our 
**  worfhip,  the  limple  and  pious  children  would 
**'be  provoked  to  cafl  their  horn-books  at  your 
f*  head."  After  this  decent  falutation,  the  pope 
attempts  the  ufual  diftinftion  between  the  idols  of 
antiquity  and  the  Chriftian  images.  I'he  former. 
were  the  fanciful  reprefentations  of  phantoms  or 
daemons,  at  a  time  when  the  true  God  had  not 
manifefted  his  perfon  in  any^yifihle  likenefs^^      The 

33  Th^  two  qnftles  of  Oregorf  II.  have  been  pref#rvcd  in  theAfts 
of  the  Nicene  Cooneil  (toi^  viii;  p.  65  x—674  }.  They  are  without 
a  date,  which  is  variaqflyfixedyby  Baronius  in  the  year  7269  by  Mu. 
j^tori  (Aiuiali  d'ltalsa,  torn.  vi.  p.  120.)  in  729^  and  by  Pagi  iii  730, 
Such  is  the  iostct  of  prejttdice»  that  ibme  t>apifti  haive  prai(«d  tlie; 
food  fenie  and  iBiDdeKaio&  of  thcfe  If  tters. 
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tatter  are  the  genuine  forms  of  Chrift,  his  mother,   ^^\^* 
and  his  faints,  who  had  approved,  by  a  crowd  of 
miracles,  the  innocence  and  merit  of  this  relative 
worfhip.     He  muft  indeed  have  trufted  to  the  ig* 
noranr.e  of  Leo,  fmce  he  could  affert  the  perpetual 
life  of  images,  from  the  apoftolic  age,  and  thehr 
venerable  prefence  in  the  fix  fynods  of  the  Ca- 
tholic   church.     A    more    fpecious   argument    is 
drawn  from  prefent  poffeffion  and  recent  pradlice : 
the  harmony  of   the  Chriftian  world  fuperfedes 
the  demand  of  a  general  council;  and  Gregory 
frankly  confeffes,  that  fuch  afemblies  can  only  be 
ufeful   under  the  reign  of  an   orthodox  prince* 
T9  the  impudent  and  inhuman  Leo,  more  guilty 
than  an  heretic,  he  recommends^  peace,   filence, 
and    implicit  obedience  to  his  fpiritual  guides  of 
Conftantinople  and   Rome.     The  limits   of  civil 
and  ecclefiaftical  powers  are  defined  by  the  pontiff* 
Td  the  former  he  appropriates  the  body ;  to  the 
latter,  the  foul :  ^  the  fword  of  juftice  is  in  the 
hands  of  the   magiftrate:   the   more   formidable 
weapon  of  excommunication  is  entrufted  to  the 
clergy ;  and  in  the  exercife  of  their  divine  com- 
miffion,  a  zealous  fon  will  not  fpare  his  offending 
father:    the  fucccffor  of   St. Peter  may  lawfully 
chailife   the   kings  of    the  earth.     ''  You  affault 
*'  us,  O  tyrant !    with  a  carnal  and  military  hand : 
"  unarmed  and  naked,  we  can  only  implore  the 
*'  Chrift,  the  prince   of   the  heavenly  hoft,  that 
. "  he  will  fend  unto  you  a  devil,  for  the  deftnic- 
•^^  tion  of  your  body  and  the  falvation  of  your 
■'^^  foul.    You  declare,    with   foclilh  arrogance,  J 
*^  will  difpatch  my  orders  to  Rome :  I  will  break 
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'^M-nc^'  "  ^  pieces  the^  image  of  St.  Peter ;  and  Gregory, 
"  like  his  predeceflbr  Martin,  Ihall  be  tranfported 
.*'  in  chains,  and  in  exil^,  to  the  foot  of  the  Im- 
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f*  perial  throne.  Would  to  God,  that  I  might 
.**  be  permitted  to  tread  in  the  footfteps  of  the 
i^  holy  Martin ;  but  may  the  fate  of  Conftans 
fervef  as'  a  warning  to  the  perfecutors  of  the 
church.  After  his  juft  condemnation  by  the 
bilhops  of  Sicily,  the  tyrant  was  cut  off,  in 
"  the  fulnefs  of  his  fins,  by  a  domeftic  fervant : 
the  faint  is  ftill  adored  by  the  nations  of  Scythia, 
among  whom  ho^  ended  his  banifhment  "and  his 
.^*  life.  But  it  is  our  duty  to  live  for  the  edifica- 
i^  tion  and  fupport  of  the  faithful  people ;  nor 
*'  are  we  reduced  to  rifk  our  fafety  ,an  the  event 
*^  of  a  combat.  Incapable  as  you  are  of  de?- 
fending  your  Roman  fubjeSs,  the  maritime 
fituation  of  the  city  may  perhaps  expofe  it  to 
your  depredation ;  but  we  can  remove  to  the 
♦'  diftance  of  four-and-twenty  Jladia  ^%  to  the  firft 

^*  fortrefs   of   the  Lombards,    and    then ^you 

^'  may  purfue  the  winds.  Are  you  ignorant  that 
*^'  the  popes  are  the  bond  of  union,  the  mediators 
^'  of  peace,  between  the  Eaft  and  Weft  ?  The 
§ye§  of  the  nations  are  fixed  on  pur  humility; 
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rr.i;  KocfAvaviCccf  xa»  virecys  oxu^o^f  in;  unf/Uii    (Epift.  i.  p.  66^.)*     Thj8 

proximity  of  the  Lombards  is  hard  of  digeftion.  CamiUo  Pellegrini 
(jdiilcrt.  iv.  de  Diicatu  Bcnevcpti,  in  the  Script  Ital.  torn.  v.  p.  i7*» 
173  )  forcibly  reckons  the  xxm^  ftadia,  not  from  Rome,  but  from 
the  Hmits  of  the  Roman  dutchy,  to  the  firib  fortrefs,  perhaps  Sora, 
9f  the  Lombards.  I  rathcf  belkve.that  Gregory,  with  the  pedan- 
try of  the  age,  employs  Jai^ia  fpr  miles,  without  much  inqWT 

into  the  genuine  mcafurc. 
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**  am)    they  revere,   as  ^  God  upon  earth,   the  ^^,  ^''• 

**  apoftle  St.  Peter,  whofe  image  you  threaten  to    ^^.^-Jj 

**  deftroy  ".     The  remote  and  interior  kingdoms 

**  of  the  Weft  prefent  their  homage  to  Chrift  and 

**  his  vicegerent;    and  we  now  prepare  to  vifit 

*'  one  of  dieir  moft  powerful  monarchs,  who  de- 

*'  fires  to  receive  from  our  hands  the  facrament  of 

*^  baptifm^*.     The  Barbarians  have  fubmitted  to 

«^  the  yoke  of  the  gofpel,   while  you  alone  are 

*^  deaf  to  the  voice  of  thefhephcrd.     Thefe  pious 

**  Barbarians  are  kindled  into  rage:  they.thirft  to 

*'  avenge  the  perfecution  of  the  Eaft.     Abandon 

*«  your  rafli  and  fatal  enterprife ;  refleft,  tremble, 

**  and  repent.     If  you  perfift,  we  are  innocent  of 

*^  the  blood  that  will  be  fpilt  in  the  conteft ;  may  it 

*^  fall  on  your  own  head.*' 

The  firft  affault  of  Leo  againft  the  images  of  Rc'volt  of 
Conftantinople  had  been  witnefled  by  a  crowd  of  a^d.  72V 
ftrangers  from  Italy  and  the  Weftj  who  related  ^*^- 
with  grief  and  indignation  the    facrilege  of  the 
emperor.     But  on  the  reception  of  his  profcrip- 
tive  edift,  they  trembled  for  their  domeftic  deities ; 
the  images  of  Chrift  arfd  the  Virgin,  of  the  angels, 
martyrs,    and   faints,*  were   aboliflied   in  all    the 
churches  of  Italy ;  and^  a  ftrong  alternative  was 

^^  *0«  eft  va^at  |5flw*^«a»  rri;  ^c&f  u^  Qeof  tvtyuo*  i^tJiru 

^  Awo  rnq  to^tsm^ts  ^vjta^  ra  P^iyofjisvu  T^tintre  (p.  665.).  The  pope 
appears  to  have  impofed  on  the  ignorance  of  the  Greeks ;  he  lived 
and  died  in  the  Latcran  ;  and  in  his  time  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
Weft  had  embraced  Chriftianity.  May  not  this  unknown  Septetu$ 
have  fomc  reference  to  the  chief  of  the  Saxon  Heptarchy,  to  Ina  king 
of  Welfex,  who,  in  the  pontificate  of  Gregory  the  fecond,  vifited 
Rome,  for  the  purpofe,  not  of  baptifm,  but  of  pilgrimage  (Pagi, 
A.  p.  689,  No  a.  A.  D.  7*6,  N<»  15.)  > 
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CHAP,  propofed  to  the  Romaa  pontiflF,  the  royal  fevour 
as  the  price  of  his  compliance,  degradation  and 
exile  as  the  penalty  of  his  difobedience.  Neither 
zeal  nor  policy  allowed  him  to  hefitate.;  and  the 
haughty  drain  in  which  Gregory  addreffed  the 
emperor  difplays  his  confidence  in  the  tnidi  of 
his  dodrine  or  the  powers  of  refiftance.  Without 
depending  on  prayers  or  miracles,  he  boldly  armed 
againft  the  public  enemy,  and  his  paftoral  letters 
admonilhed  the  Italiam  of  their  danger  and  their 
duty  "•  At  tliis  'fignfil,  Ravenna,  Venice,  and  the 
cities  of  the  Exarchate  and  Pentapolis,  adhered  to 
the  caufe  of  religion ;  their  military  force  by  fea 
and  land  confifted,  for  the  nwft  part,  of  the  na* 
tives;  and  the  fpirit  of  patriotifm  and  zeal  wa$ 
transfufed  into  the  mercenary  ftrangers.  The  Ita* 
Kans  fwore  to  live  and  die  in  the  defence  of  the 
pope  and  the  holy  images;  the  Roman  people 
was  devoted  to  their  father,  and  even  the  Lom- 
bards were  ambitious  to  ihare  the  merit  and  ad- 
vantage  of  this  holy  war.  The  moft  treafonabk 
aft,  but  the  moft  obvfous  revenge,  was  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  the  ftatues  of  Leo  himfelf :  the  moft 
effieftual  and  pleafmg  meafure  of  rebellion,  wa$ 
the  with-holding  the  tribute  of  Italy,  and  de? 
priving  him  of  a  power  which  he  had  recently 

37  I  {hall  tranfcribe  the  important  and  dccifire  paflagc  of  the  Libcr 
PoMtftcalis.  Refpiciens  ergo  plus  vir  pro.anam  principb  juflionem. 
Jam  contra  Imperatorem  quafi  contra  bojlem  fe  armavit,  renueits 
bacrefim  ejus,  fcribens  ubiquc  fe  cayere  Chriftianos,  eo  quod  orU 
fuiflfet,  impietas  talis.  Isitur  permoti  omne$  Pentapelenfes,  atque 
Vcnctiarum  cxercitus  contra  Impcratoris  juflionem  reftiterunt;  di- 
tentes  fe  nnnquam  in  ejufdem  pontificis  condcfcendere  nec^in»  fed 
fwro  ejus  magis  defenfione  viriliter  decertaxc  (p.  ijfi.)-     • .    »' 
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abufed  by  the  impofition  of  a  new  capitation^.  CHAP. 
A  form  of  adminiftration  was  preferved  by  the 
eledtidn  of  magiftrates  and  governors ;  and  fo 
hi^  was  the  public  indignation,  that  tbe  Italians 
were  prepared  to  create  an  orthodox  emperor,  an4 
to  conduft  him  with  H  fleet  and  army  to  the  pa- 
lace of  Conftantinople.  In  that  palace,  the  Ro- 
man bifhops,  the  fecond  and  third  Gregory,  were 
condemned  as  the  j^uthors  of  the  revolt,  and  every 
attempt  was  made,  either  by  fraud  or  force,  to  feize 
their  perfons,  and  to  ftrike  at  their  lives.  Thq 
city  was  repeatedly  vifited  or  aflaulted  by  captains 
pf  the  guards,  and  dukes  and  exarchs  of  high 
dignity  or  fecret  truft ;  they  landed  with  foreign 
troops,  thpy  obtained  fome  domeftic  aid,  and  the . 
fuperftition  of  Naples  may  blufh  that  her  fathers 
were  attached  to  the  caufe  of  herefy.  But  thefc 
clandeftxne  or  open  attacks  were  repelled  by  the 
courage  and  vigilance  of  the  Romans ;  the 
Greeks  were  overthrown  and  maffacred,  their 
leaders  fufFered  an  ignominious  death,  and  the 
popes,  however  inclined  to  mercy,  refufed  to  in- 
tercede for  thefe  guilty  victims.     At  Ravenna  ^% 

3*  A  cmJuSi  or  capitation^  fays  Anaftafius  (p.  156.) ;  a  moft  cruel 
tax,  unknown  to  the  Saracens  tbemfelves,  exclaims  the  zealou* 
Maimboprgh  (Hift.  des  Iconoclaftes,  1.  i.),  and  Theophanes  (p.  344.)f 
>rho  talks  of  Pharaoh's  numbering  the  male  children  of  Ifracl.  This 
mode  of  taxation  was  famih'ar  to  the  Saracens  s  and^  moft  unluckily 
for  the  hiflorian,  it  was  impofed  a  few  years  afterwards  in  France 
by  his  patron  Lewis  XIV. 

39  See  the  Liber  Pontificalia  of  Agnellus  (in  the  Script  ores  Reruni 
Italica^-um  of  Muratori,  torn.  ii.  p<u^8  i.},  whofe  deeper  ihade  of 
Bai-barifm  marks  the  difference  between  Rome  and  Ravenna.  Yet 
wc  are  indebted  to  him  for  fome  curious  and  domeftic  fa£ts — the 
quarters  and  fa^ions  of  RaTenna  (p.  t540»  the  revenge  of  Juftiniau 
XL  (p.  160,  i6i.)»  the  defeat  of  the  Greeks  (p.  170, 171)*  &C' 
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^xlix^'  the  fcYcral  quarters  of  the  city  had  long  cxercifed 
a  bloody  and  hereditary  feud;  in  religious  con* 
troverfy  they  found  a  new  aliment  of  fa&ion :  but 
the  votaries  of  images  were  fuperior  in,numBer$ 
or  fpirit,  and  the  exarch,  who  attempted  to  ilem 
the   torrent,    loft  his  life  in  a  popular  fedition. 
To  punifli  this  flagitious  deed,    and  reftore    his 
dominion  in  Italy,  the  emperor  fent  a  fleet   and 
army  into  the  Adriatic  gulf.     After  fufFering  fron^ 
the  winds  and  waves  much  Jofs  ^d  delay,   the 
Greeks  made  their  defcent  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Ravenna;  they  threatened  to   depopulate   the 
guilty  capital,  and  to  imitate,  perhaps  to  furpafs,' 
the   example   of  Juftinian    the  fecond,   who   lizd 
chaflifed  a  former  rebellion  by  the  choice   and 
execution    of  fifty  of  the  principal    inhabitants. 
The  women  and  clergy,  in  fackcloth  and  afhes, 
lay  proftrate  in  prayer ;  the  men  were  in  arms  for 
the  defence  of  their  country ;  the  common  danger 
had  united  the  feftions,  and  the  event  pf  a  banle 
was  preferred  to  the  flow  miferies  of  a  (lege.     In 
a  hard-fought  day,  as  the  two  armies  alternately 
yielded  and  advanced,   a  phantom  was  feen,   a 
voice  was  heard,  and  Ravenna  was  viftorious   by 
the  aflurance  of  vidory.     The  ftrangers  retreated 
to  their  fliips,  but  the  populous  fea-coaft  poured 
forth  la  multitude  of  boats ;  the  waters  of  the  Po 
were  fo  deeply  infe&ed  with  blood,  that  during  fix 
years,  the  public  prejudice  abftained  from  the  fi(h 
pf  the  river ;  and  the  inftitution  of  an  annual  feafl: 
i)erpetuated  the  worihip  of  images,    and  the  ab- 
horrence of  the  Greek  tyrant.     Amidft  the  triumph 
of  the  Catholic  arms,    the  Roman  ponttflf  con- 
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vened  a  fynod  of  ninety-three  bifhops  againfl:  the    ^  ^A^' 
herefy  of  the  Iconoclafts.     With  their  conferit  he* 
pronounced  a  general  excommunication  againft  all 
who  by  word  or  deed  (hould  attack  the  tradition 
of  the  fathers  and  the  images  of  the  feints ;  in 
this  fentence  the  emperor  was  tacitly  involved  *% 
but  the  vote  of  a  laft  and  hopelefs^  remonftrance 
may  feem  to   imply  that   the  anathema  was   yet 
fufpended  over  his  guilty  head-     No  fooner  had 
they  confirmed  their  own  fafety,   the  worfhip  of 
images,    and    the  freedom   of   Rome  and   Italyy 
than  the  popes  appear  to  have  relaxed  of  their  fe- 
terity ,  and  to  have  fpared  the  relics  of  the  By- 
zantine domiilion*      Their  moderate  counfels  de- 
layed and  prevented  the  eledion  of  a  new  emperor, 
and  they  exhorted  the  Italians  not  to  feparatt  from 
the  body  of  the  Roman  monarchy.    The  exarch 
wa^  permitted  to  refide  within  the  walls  of  Ravenna/ 
a  captive  rather  than  a  mafter ;  and  till  the  Im- 
|)erial  coronation  of  Charlemagne,  the  government 
of  Rome  and  Italy  was  excrcifed  in  the  name  of  the 
fucceflbrs  of  Conftantine  *'. 

40  Yet  Leo  was  nndoubtedly  comprifed  in  the  fi  qais  ....  iniagl« 
num  facraruffl  ....  dcftru^©r .....  exliterit  fit  eiitorrre  a  corporc 
I>.  N.  Jefu  Chrifti  vei  totius  eccleiix  Imitate.  The  canonifts  may 
decide  whether  the  guilt  or  the  name  conllitutes  theexcominuiika<> 
tion ;  and  the  decifton  is  of  the  laft  importance  to  their  fafety ^^  fincCi 
ac^cording  to  the  oracle  (Gratian  Cauf.  xxiii.q.  5.  c.  47.  apud  Spant 
heim^  Hif(.  Imag.  p*  zu.)}  homicidas  non  eHe  qui  excomniunicatos 
trucidant. 

♦*  Compefcult  tale  confilium  Pontifex,  fperans  convcrlionetti  prin-. 
cipis  (Anaftaf.  p.  156.).  Sed  ne  dcfiftetent  ab  amorc  et  fide  R.J. 
admonebat  (p.  157.).  The  popes  ftylc  Leo  and  Conftantine  Copro-' 
aymus,  Imperatores  et  Domini,  with  the  ftrange  epithet  olPHJlmu 
A  famous  Mofaic  of  theLateran  (A  D.  78.)  reprefents  Chrift, 
who  delivers  the  kcyd  to  St.  Peter  and  the  banner  to  Conftantine  V- 
(Muratori>  AtinalidltaliaKtom.  vi.  p.  337.)*      '      * 
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c  H  A  K       The  liberty  of  Rome,  which  had  been  oppfeflci 
^^   ^_,'j  by  the  anus  and  arts  of  Auguftus,  was  refcued^ 
Hepublic    after  feven  hundred  and  fifty  years  of  fervitude, 
from  the  pcrfecution  of  Leo  the  Ifaurian.     By  the 
Caefars,  the  triumphs  of  the  confuls  had  been  an^ 
nihilated:  in  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  empire, 
the  god  Terminus,  the  facred  boundary,  had  infen- 
fibly  receded  from  the  ocean,  the  Rhine,  the  Danube, 
and  the  Euphrates  ;  and  Rome  was  reduced  to  her 
indent  territory  from  Viterbo  to  Terracino,  and 
£rom  Narni  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tiber  **.     Whea 
the  kings  were  banilhed,  the  republic  repofed  on. 
the  firm  bafis  which  had  been  founded  by  their 
wifdom  and  virtue.     Their  perpetual  jurifdi^on 
was.  divided  between  two  annual  magiftrates ;  the 
fenate  continued  to  excrcife  the  powers  of  admi-, 
niftration  and  counfel  j  and  the  legiflative  authority: 
was  diftributed  in  the  affcmblies  of  the  people,  by 
a  well-proportioned  fcale  of  property  and  fervice^ 
Ignorant  pf  the  arts  of  luxury,  the  primitive. Ro*r 
mam   had  inaproved  the  fcience  of  govemnient 
and  war :  the  will  of  the  community  was  abfolute  ;^ 
the  rights  of  individuals  were  facred :  one  hundred 
and  thirty  tboulai^  citizens  were  armed  for  defence. 
or  conqueft  i  and  a  band  of  robbers  and  outlaws 
was;  moulded  inta  a  nation,  deferving  of  freedom, 
tnd  ambitious  of  glory  *^     When  the  fovereignty 

of 
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4*  I  have  traced  the  IRomandutchy  according  to  the  maps,  and 
tfte  m^p8  according  to  the  excellent  dilfertation,  of  father  Bcrctti. 
(de  Chorc^raphia  Italiae  Medii  JEvi,  feci.  xx.  p.  »i6 — 134.)-  Yet 
I  mviH  liikely  obferve,  tlwt  Viterbo  is  of  Lombard  foundation  (p, 
aii,),  and  that  Terracina  was  ufurped  by  the  Greeks. 

43  On  the  extent,  popylatJ©n,  &c.  of  the  Roman  kingdom,  the 
reader  may  perufe,  with  pkafure,  the  Diftottrs  PreUtmnaire  to  ti€ 
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of  the  Greek  emperors  was  cxtingiiiflied,  the-  ruinK  ^^^ix^ 
of  Rome  prefented  the  fad  image  of  d^)Opulation 
ai^d  decay ;  her  flavery  was  an  habit;,  her  liberty  ail 
accident ;  the  eiFcA  of  fupcrftiddn,  and  the  objeft  <rf 
her  own  amazement  and  terror.  The  laft  vfeftigeof 
the  fubftanpe,  or  even  the  forms,  of  the  conftitutjoA, 
was  obliterated  from  the  praftice  and  memory  of 
the  Romans  ;  and  they  were  devoid  of  knowledge, 
or  virtue,  again  to  build  the  fabric  of  a  common- 
wealths Their  fcanty  remnant,  the  offspring  of 
flaves  and  ftrangers^  was  defpicable  in  the  eyes 
of  the  vidoribus  Barbarians*  As  often  as  the 
Franks  or  Lombards  expreffed  their  moft  bitteJ: 
contempt  of  a  foe,  diey  called  him  a  Roman; 
**  and  in  this  name,"  fays  the  Ufliop  Liutprand, 
*'  we  include  whatever  is  bafe,  whatever  is  coward- 
ly, whatever  is  perfidious,  the  extremes  of  avarice 
and  luxury,  and  every  vice  that  can  proftitute 
the  dignity  of  human  nature  *^.f  *  By  the  necef- 
fity  of  their  fituanon,  the  inhabitants  of  Rome  were 
tail  into  the  rough  model  of  a  republican  govern- 
ment :  they  were  compelled  to  eleO:  fome  judges 
in  peace,  and  fdme  leadets  in  war ;  the  nobles 
affembled  to  deliberate,   and  their   refolves  could 

Rcpubllque  Romainc  of  M.  de  Beaufort  (torn,  i),  who  will  not  be 
accufcd  of  too  much  credulity  for  the  early  ages  of  Roihc. 

*»*  Quos  (Romanos)  nos,  Longobardi  fcilicet,  Saxoncs,  Franci, 
Lotharingi,  Bajoarii,  Suevi,  Burgundiones,  tan  to  dcdignamur  Ut 
inimicos  noftros  commoti,  nil  aliud  contumeliarum  niii  Rooiane, 
dicamus:  hoc  folo,  id  cft|Roinanorum  nomine,  quicquid  ignobiliiatis, 
quicquid  timidltatis,  quicquid  avarit!se,  quicquid  luxuriae,  quicquid 
fnendacii,  immo  quicquid  vitiorum  eft'  fcomprehcr.dentes  (Liut- 
prand, in  Legat.  Script.  Ital.  torn",  ii.  pars  i.  p.  481.).  For  the  fins  of 
Cato  or  Tully,  Minos  might  have  impofed,  as  a  fit  penance,  the 
daily  pcrufal  of  this  barbarous  paifage. 
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.G  H  A  R  tiot  he  executed  without,  the  union  and  confent 
Ur-y*''y^  ^f  the  multitude.  The  ftyle  of  the  Roman  fenatc 
^and  people  was  revived  **->  but  the  fpirh  was  fled } 
and  their  new  independence  was  difgraced  by  the 
tumultuous  conflid.of  licentioufnefs  and  oppreffion* 
The  want  of.  laws  could  only  be  fujq^lied  by  the  in- 
fluence of  religion,  and  their  foreign  and  domeftic 
counfels  were  moderated  by  the  authority  of  the 
bifliop.  His  alpis,  his  fermons,  his  correfpondence 
with  the  kings  and  prelates  of  the  Weft,  his  recent 
fervices,  their  gratitude,  and  path,  accuftomed  the 
Romans  to  confider  him  as  the  firft  magiftrate  or 
prince  of  the  city.  The  Chriftian  humility  of  the 
popes  was  not  offended  by  the  name  of.  Dominur^ 
.^r  Lord;  and  their  face  and  infcription  are  ftiH 
apparent  on  the  moft'  ancient  coins  ^.  Their  tem- 
poral dominion  is  now  confirmed  by  the  reverence 
of  a  thoufand  years ;  and  their  nobleft  title  is  the 
free  choice  of  a  people,  whom  they  had  redeemed 
from  flavery. 

Komr  at-  In  the  quarrels  of  ancient  Greece,  the  holy  po)- 
the  Lom^  plc  of  Elis  enjoyed  a  perpetual  peace,  under  the 
^^A^b       proteftion  of  Jupiter,  and  in  the  exercife  of  the 
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♦5  Pipino  rcgi  Francorum,  omnis  fenatuS)  at()ue  univcrfa  popuK 
generalitas  a  Deo  fervatas  Komanas  urbis.  Codex  Caiolin.  epift.  36. 
in  Script.  Ital.  torn.  iii.  pars  ii.  p.  i6q.  The  names  of  fenatus  and 
fenator  were  never  totally  extind  (OilTert.  Chorograph.  p.  3169 
2117.) }  but  in  the  mlddlt  ages  they  fignified  littk  more  than  nobikt 
bptimatcs,  &c.  (Ducange.  GloJT.  Latia.). 

4*  See  Muratori  Antiquit.  Italia  Medii  ^vl  torn.  ii.  diflPertat. 
xKvii.  p.  548.  On  one  of  thefe  coins  we  ^ead  Hadrtanus  Papa 
{A.  D.  772.)  ;  on  the  reverfe,  Vi(5t.  DDNN,.  with  the  word  CONOB^ 
which  the  Pere  Joubert  (Science  des  Medailles,  tom.  it.  p.  4%.)  ex.* 
plains  by  COMantinop^li  Officina  B  Ijkcunda)^ 

Olympic 
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©lympic  games  *^  Happy  would  it  have  been  ^Jl^^* 
.  for  the  Romans,  if  a  fimilar  privilege  had  guarded 
the  patrimony  of  St.  Peter  from  the  calamities  of 
war  ;  if  theChriftians,  who  vifited  the  holy  thref* 
hold,,  would  have  fheathed  their  fwords  in  the 
jirefence  of  the  apoftle  and  hrs  fucceffon  But  this 
itiyftic  circle  could  have  been  traced  only  by  the 
wand  of  a  legiflator  and  a  fage  :  this  pacific  fyftem 
was  incompatible  with  the  zeal  and  ambition  of  the 
popeis ;  the  Romans  werd  not  addicted,  like  the 
inhabitants  of  Elis,  to  the  innocent  and  placid  la- 
bours of  agriculture ;  and  the  Barbarians  of  Italy, 
though  foftened  by  the  climate,  were  far  below  the 
Grecian  dates  in  the  inftitutions  of  public  and 
private  life,  A  memorable  example  of  repentance 
and  piety  was  exhibited  by  Liutprand  king  of 
the  Lombards*  In  arms,  at  the  gate  of  the  Vatican, 
the  conqueror  liftened  to  the  voice  of  Gregory 
the  fecond*^,  withdrew  his  troops,  refigned  his 
conquefts^  refpedfully  vifitcfd  the  church  of  St^; 
Peter,  and  aftei*  perforihing  his  devotions,  offered 
his  fword  and  dagger,  his  cuirafs  and  mantle,  his 
filver  crofs  and  his  crown  of  gold,  on  the  tomb 
erf  the  apoftle.  But  this  religious  fervour  was  the 
illufion,  perhaps  the  artifice  df  the  moment ;  the 
fenf«  of  intereft  is  ftrong  and  lafting ;  the  love  of 

47  See  Weft's  Dlflertatioiji  on  the  Olyriipic  Games  (Pifidar,  vol.  ii. 
^,  34-^36*  edition  in  ia®*»),  arid  the  judicious  reflcdtions  of  Polybiui 
(torn.  i.  1.  iv.  p.  466.  edit.  GronovJ. 

4*  The  fpeech  of  G^'cgory  to  the  Lombatd  is  finely  compoicdby' 
Sigonius  (de  Regno  Italiae,  1.  iii.  Opera,  tdm.  ii.  p,  173. ),  who  imi- 
tates the  licehfe  and  the  fpirit  of  Salluft  or  Livy. 
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CHAP,  -jj^uis  ajjd  rapine  was  congenial  to  the  Lombards ; 
and  both  the 'prince  and  people  were  irrefiftibly 
tempted  by  the  diforders  of  Italy,  the  nakedne& 
of  Rome,  and  the  unwarlike  profeffion  of  her  new 
chief.     On  the  firft  edids  of  the  emperor,  they  de- 
clared themfelves  the  champions  of  the  holy  images : 
Liutprand  invaded  the  province  of  Roms^a^  which 
had  already  affumed  that  diftinaiv^  appellation; 
the  Catholics  of  the  Exarchate  yielded  without  re- 
luftance  to  his  civil  and  military  power ;  and  a 
fore^  enemy  was  introduced  for  the  firft 'time 
into  the  impregnable  fortrefs  of  Ravenna.    That 
city   and  fortrefs  were  fpeedily  recovered  by  the 
aftive  diligence  and  maritinie  forces  of  the  Vene- 
tians ;  and  thofe  faithful  fubjeSs  obeyed  the  exhort- 
ation of  Gregory  himfelf,  in  feparating  the  perfonal 
guilt  of  Leo  from  the  general  caufe  of  the  Ronian 
empire  ^^.     The  Greeks  were  lefs  mindful  of  thfc 
fervice,  than  the  Lombards  of  the  injury :  the  two 
nations,  hoftilc  in  their  faith,  were  reconciled  in  a 
dangerous  and  unnatural  alliance ;  the  kii^g  and 
the  exarch  marched  to  the  conqueft  of  Spoleto 
and  Rome  ^.  the  ftorm  evaporated  without  effeft, 
\)\xt  the  policy  of  Liutprand  alarmed  Italy  with  a 
vej^atious  alternative  of  hoftility  and  truce,  '  His 
fucceflbr   Aftolphus   declared    himfclf    the    equal 
enemy  of  the  emperor  and  the  pope:  Ravenna 

49  The  Venetian hiftorians,  John  Sagorninus  (Chron.  Veiiet.p.  13.) 
itki  the  doge  Andrew  Dandolo  (^Scriptores  Rer.  Ital.  torn,  xii.p.  i35.)> 
have  preferved  this  cpiftle  of  Gregory.  The  lofs  and  recovery  of 
Uavenna  are  mentionedby  Paulus  Diacanus  (dc  Geft.Langobard.].  n. 
c.  49.  54.  in  Script.  Ital.  torn.  i.  parsi.  p.  506.  508.)  ;  but  ourchro- 
■  Aologifts,  Pag! ,  Muratori»  kf.  cannot  afccrtain  the  Uatc  or  circunj- 
ftances. 

W3S 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  147 

was  fubdued  by  forci!  or  treachery  '**,  and  this  final  c  H  A  p. 
conqueft  extinguifhed  the  feries  of  the  exarchs^  t_i  ,  r 
who  had  reigned  with  a  fubordinate  power  fince  the 
time  of  Juftinian  and  the  ruin  of  the  Gothic  king* 
dom.  Rome  wasfummdned  to  acknowledge  the 
viftorious  Lombard  as  her  lawful  fovereign ;  the  an- 
nual tribute  of  a  piece  of  gold  was  fixed  as  the  ranfom 
of  each  citizen,  and  the  fword  of  deftruftion  was  un- 
flieathed  to  exafl:  the  penalty  of  her  difobedience. 
The  Romans  hefitated  ;  they  entreated ;  they  com- 
plained; and  the  threatening  Barbarians  were 
checked  by  arms  and  negotiations,  till  the  popes 
had  engaged  the  friendfliip  of  an  ally  and  avenger 
beyond  the  Alps  ^'. 

In  his  diftrcfs,  the  firft  Gregory  had  implored   Her  deli- 

vcr&ncc  bT 

the  aid  of  the  hero  of  the  age,  of  Charles  Martel,  pcpin, 
whp  governed  the  French  monarchy  with  the  hum-  ^'  ^*  ^^^ 
ble  title  of  mayor  or  duke ;  and  who,  by  his  fignal 
viftory  over  the  Saracens,  had  faved.his  coimtry, 
and  perhaps  Europe,  from  the  Mahometan  yoke. 
The  ambaffadors  of  the  pope  were  received  by 
Charles  with  decent  reverence ;  but  the  greatnefs    ' 
of  his  occupations,  and  the  ihortnefs  of  his  life, 
prevented  his  interference  in  the  aflFairs  of  Italy,  . 
except  by  a  *  friendly  and  ineSedual  mediation. 
»His  fon  Pepin,  the  heir  of  his  power  and  virtues, 

5*  The  option  vrill  depend  on  the  various  readings  of  the  MSS.  of 
Anaftafius— ^fcif^^ra/,  ox  decerftferat  (Script.  Ital.  tom.iii.  pars  i. 
p.  167.). 

5»  The  Codex  Carolinus  is  a  colleftion  of  the  epilles  of  the  Popei 
to  Charles  Martel  (whom  they  ftyle  Suhreguius)^  Pepin  and  Charle-  • 
magne,  as  far  the  year  791,  when  it  was  formed  by  the  laft  of  thcfft 
princes.  His  original  and  authentic  MS.  (Bibliothecsc  Cubicularii)  is 
now  in  the  Imperial  library  of  Vienna^  and  has  been  publilbed  Sy 
Lambecius  and  Muratori  (Script.  Rerumltal.  torn.  iii.  pars  ii.  ^-n^m 
Ice). 
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^Lix^'  affumed   the  office  of  champion  of  the  -Roman 
church;  and  the  zeal  of  the  French  prince  appears 
to  have  been  prompted  by  the  love  of  ^  glory  and* 
religion.     But  the  danger  was  on  the  banks  of  the' 
Tyber,  the  fuccour  on  thofe  of  the  Seine  ;  and  our 
fympathy  is  cold  to  the  relation  of  diftant  mifery.' 
Amidft  the  tears  of  the  city,  Stephen  the  third  em- 
braced the^  generous  refolution  of  vifiting  in  perfon 
the  courts  of  Lombardy  and  France,  to  deprecate 
the  injuflice  of  his  enemy,  or  to  excite  the  pity  and  . 
indignation  of  his  friend.     After  foothing  the  pub- 
lic defpair  by  litanies  and  orations,  he  undertook 
this  laborious  journey  with  the  ambaffadors  of  the 
French   monarch  and  the  Greek  emperor.     The 
king    of  the  Lombards  was  inexorable  ;  but  his 
threats  could  not  filence  the  complaints,  nor  retard 
the  fpeed  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  who  traverfed  the 
Pennine  Alps,  repofed  in  the  abbey  of  St.  Maurice, 
and  haflened  to  grafp   the  right-hand  of  his  pro- 
teftor,  a  hand  which  was   never  lifted  in,  vain, 
cither  in  war  or  friendfhip.     Stephen  was  enter- 
tained as  the  vifible  fuccefTor  of  the  apoflle  ;  at  the 
next  affembly,  the  field  of  March  or  of  May,  his  in- 
juries were,  expofed  to  a  devout  and  warlike  nation, 
and  he    repafTed  the  Alps,   not    as    a    fuppliant, 
but  as  a  conqueror,    at  the  head   of  a  French' 
army,  which  was  led  by  the  king  in  perfon.      The 
Lombards,  after   a  weak   refiflance,    obtained  an 
ignominious    peace,     and    fwore    to    reflore    the 
■  poffeffions^  and  to  refpeft  the  fanftity,  of  the  Ro- 
jnan  church.     But  no  fooner  was  Aftolphus  deliver- 
ed from  the  prefence  of  the  French  arms,  than  he 
forgot   his    proraife    and    refented    his    difgrace. 
Rome  .was  again  encompaflftd  by  his  arms  j  and 

Stephen, 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  149 

Stephen,  apprehenfive  of  fatiguing  the  zeal  of  his  ^Jf  jl^' 
Tranfalpine  allies,  enforced  bis  complaint  and  re* 
queft,  by  an  eloquent  letter  in  the  name  and  pcr- 
fon  of  St,  Peter  himfelf*.  The'apoftle  aflures 
his  adoptive  fons,  the  king,  the  clergy,  and  the 
nobles  of  France,  that  dead  in  the  flefh,  he  is  ftill 
alive  in  the  fpirit  j  that  they  now  hear,  and  muft 
obey,  the  voice  of  the  founder  and  guardian  of  the 
Roman  church :  that  the  Virgin,  the  angels,  the 
faints,  and  the  martyrs,  and  all  the  hoft  of  heaven, 
unanimoufly  urge  the  requeft,  and  will  confefs  the 
obligation ;  that  riches,  vidory,  and  paradife, 
will  crown  their  pious  enterprife,  and  that  eternal 
damnation  will  be  the  penalty  of  their  negleft,  if 
they  fufFer  his  tomb,  his  temple,  and  his  people, 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  perfidious  Lombards. 
The  fecond  expedition  of  Pepin  was  not  lefs  rapi4 
and  fortunate  than  the  firft :  St.  Peter  was  fatisficd, 
Rome  was  again  faved,  and  Aftolphus  was  taught 
the  lefTons  of  juftice  and  fincerity  by  the  fcdurge 
of  a  foreign  mafter.  After  this  double  chaftife- 
ment,  the  Lombards  languiihed  about  twenty 
years  in  a  ftate  of  languor  and  decay.  But  their 
minds  were  not  yet  humbled  to  their  conditio^ ; 
and  inftead  of  affefting  the  pacific  virtues  of  the 
feeble,  they  peeviflily  harafled  the  Romans  with 
a  repetition  of  claims,  evafions,  and  inroads,  which 
they  undertook  without  refleftion  and  terminated 

5*  Sec  this  moil  extraordinary  letter  in  the  Codex  Carolinus,  epift. 
iii,  p.  9».  The  enemies  of  the  popes  have  charged  them  with  fraud 
and  blafphemy ;  yet  they  furcly  meant  to  perfuade  rather  than  dc-. 
ceive.  This  introduction  of  the  dead,  or  of  immortals,  was  familiar 
to  the  ancient  orators,  though  it  is  executed  on  this  occaiion  in  the 
pide  faihioB  of  the  age. 
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without  glory.  On  either  fide,,  their  expiring 
monarchy  was  preffed  by  the  ?;eal  and  prudence  of 
pope  Adrian  the  firft,  the  genius,  the  fortune,  and 
greatnefs  of  Charlemagne  the  fon  of  Pepin ;  thefe 
heroes  of  the  church  and  date  were  united  in  pub* 
lie  and  domeftic  friendfhip,  and  while  they  trampled 
on  the  proftrate,  they  varnilhed  their  proceedings 
with  the  faireft  colours  of  equity  and  moderation  ". 
The  paffips  of  the  Alps,  and  the  walls  of  Pavia, 
were  the  only  defence  of  the  Lombards  j  the  former 
were  furprifed,  the  latter  were  inveftedj  by  the  fon 
of  Pepin;  and  after  a  blockade  of  two  years, 
Defiderius,  the  laft  of  their  native  princes,  fur- 
rendered  his  fceptre  and  his  capital.  Under  the 
dominion  of  a  foreign  king,  but  in  the  poffefEon 
of  their  national  laws,  the  Lombards  became  the 
brethren,  rather  than  the  fubjefts,  of  the  Franks ; 
who  derived  their  blood,  and  manners,  ^nd  lan- 
guage, from  the  fame  Germanic  origin  ''^. 

The  mutual  obligations  of  the  popes  and  the 
Carlovingian  family,  form  the  important  link  of 
ancient  and  modern,  of  civil  and  ecclefiaftical, 
hiftory.  In  the  conqueft  of  Italy,  the  champions 
of  the  Roman  church  obtained  a  favourable  occa-? 
.fion,  a  fpecious  title,  the  wiflies  of  the  people,  the 

^  Except  in  the  divoi'ce  of  the  daughter  of  Defiderius,  whom  Charle* 
inagnc  repudiated  line  aliquo  criminc.  Pope  Stephen  IV,  hadmoft 
furfoufly  oppbfed  the  alliance  of  a  noble  Frankr?-cum  pcrfida,  hor- 
rida,  necdicenda,foetcntifrima  natione  Longobartjiofum-r-towhoni 
he  imputes  tjie  firft  ftain  of  leprofy  (Cod,  Carolih.  epift.  4:5.  p.  17B1 
179.).  Another  reafon  againft  the  marriage  was  the  exiftenceofa  firft 
wife  (Muratori,  Annali  d  Italia,  torn.  ti.  p.  232,  ajj.  436, 23*/.).  But 
Charlemagne  indulged  hiuifelf  in  the  freedom  of  polygamy  or  con* 
f^ubinage. 

94-  See  the  Annali  d'ltalia  of  Muratori,  torn,  vi.  and  the  three  firft 
4ifl^»tfons  pf  his  AntiquiUtes  Italill  Medii  JSyi|  tpm.  i. 
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prayers  and  intrigues  of  the  clergy*     But  the  moft  ^^^^• 
cffential  gifts  of  the  popes  to  the  Carlovingian  race 
were  the  dignities  of  king  of   France '%  and  of 
patrician    of    Rome.      I.    Under  the    faccrdotal 
monarchy  of  St.  Peter,  the  nations  began  to  refumfe 
the  praftice  of  fccking,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tyber, 
their  kings,  their  laws,  and  the  oracles  of  their 
fate.     The  Franks  were  perplexed  between   the 
name  and  fubftance  of  their  government.     All  the  . 
powers  of  royalty  were  exercifed  by  Pepin,  mayor 
nf  the  palace ;  and  nothing,  except  the  regal  title, 
was  wanting  to  his  ambition.     His  enemies  were 
crulhed  by  his  valour ;  his  friends  were  multiplied 
by  his  liberality ;  his  father  had  been  the  faviom- 
of  Chriflendom ;  and  the  claims  of  perfonal  merit 
were  repeated  and  ennobled  in  a  defcent  of  four 
generations.     The  name  and  image  of  royalty  was 
ftill  preferved  in  the  hft  defcendant  of  Clovis,  the 
feeble  Childeric  j  but  his  obfolete  right  could  only 
be  ufed  as  an  inftxument  of  fedition :  the  nation 
was  dcfirous  of  reftoring  the  fimpKcity  of  Ae  cOfi- 
iKtution ;  and  Pepin,  a  fubjefl:  and  a  prince,  was 
ambitious  to  afcertain  his  own  rank  luxd  the  for- 
time  of  his  fiamily. .   The  mayor  and  die  nobles 
were  bound,  by  an  oath  of  fidelity,  to  the^  ropl 
phantom :  the  blood  of  Clovis  was  pure  and  lacred 

S5  Befides  the  common  hiftorians,  three  French  critics,  Launoy 
(Opera,  torn. v.  parsii.  1.  vii.  cpiA.  9.  p.477— 487-)»  P^S*  (Critica, 
A.  D.  751,  N®  1—^.  A.  D,  754,  No  x— 10.),  and  Natelis  Alexander 
(Hift.  Novi  Teftamenti,  differtat.  ii.  p.  96—107  ),  have  treated  this 
fubjeA  of  the  depofition  of  Childeric  with  learning  and.attentiou,  but 
with  a  ftrong  bias  to  fave  the  independence  of  the  crown.  Yet  they 
are  hard  preflfcd  by  the  text  which  they  produceof  Egiohard,  Thco- 
phancsj  and  the  old  annals,  Laurefhaxnenfes  FuMcniis,  LoiiiekaL 
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CHAv.  in  their  eyes;  and  their  common  aiAbaflkdors  ad- 
dreffed  the  Roman  pontiff,  to  difpel  their  fcruple^, 
or  to  abfolve  their  promifc.  The  intereft  of  pope 
Zachary,  the  fucceffor  of  the  two  Gregoriea, 
prompted  him  to  decide,  and  to  decide  in  their 
favour :  he  pronounced  that  the  nation  might  law- 
fully unite,  in  the  fame  perfon,  the  title  and  autho- 
rity of  king ;  and  that  the  unfortunate  Childcric, 
a  vidim  of  the  public  fafety,  fliould  be  degraded, 
ihaved,  and  confined  in  a  monaftery  for  the"  re- 
mainder of  his  days,  An  anfwer  fo  agreeable  to 
their  wiihea  was  accepted  by  the  Franks,  as  the 
opinion  of  a  cafuift,  the  fentence  of  a  judge,  or  the 
Oracle  of  a  prophet :  the  Merovingian  race  difap- 
peared  from  the  earth  ;  and  Pepin  was  exalted  on 
a  buckler  by  the  fuffrage  of  a  free  people,  ac- 
cuftomed  to  obey  his  laws  and  to  march  under  his 
ftandard*  His  coronation  was  twice  performed, 
with  the  fanfUon  of  the  popes,  by  their  moft  faith- 
ful fervant  St.  Boniface,  the  apoftle  of  Germany, 
and  by  the  grateful  hands  of  Stephen  the  third, 
who,  in  the  monaflery  of  St.  Denys,  placed  the 
diadem  on  the  head  of  his  benefa&or*  The  royal 
unftion  of  the  kings  of  Ifrael  was  dexteroufly  ap- 
plied " :  the  fucceffor  of  St.  Peter  affumed  the 
charaSer  of  a  divine  ambaflador  :  a  German  chief- 
tain was  transformed  into  the  Lord's  anointed ;  and 

55  Not  abfolutcly  for  the  firft  tijne.  Qn  a  Icfs  confpicuoiis  thea- 
tre, it  had  been  ufed,in  the  vith  and  vii*h  centuries,  by  the  provincial 
bifhops  of  Britain  and  Spain.  The  royal  undtion  of  Conftantinople 
was  borrowed  from  the  Latins  in  the  laft  age  of  the  empire.  Con- 
ftantine  Manafles  mentions  that  of  Charlemagne  as  a  foreign,  Jewiih, 
incomprehenlrble  ceremony.  Sec  Selden's  Tides  of  Honour^  in  his 
Werks,  voLiii.  part  i.  p.  234— 249. 

this 
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diis  Jewilh  rite  has  been  diSufed  and'  maintained  chap. 
by  the  fuperftition  and  vanity  of  modern  Europe,  ^^^x. 
The  Franks  were  abfolvcd  from  their  ancient  oath; 
but  a  dire  anathema  was  thundered  againfl:  them 
and  their  pofterity,  if  they  Ihould  dare  to  renew 
the  fame  freedom  of  choice,  or  to  elefl:  a  king, 
except  in  the  holy  and  meritorious  race  of  the 
Carlovingian  princes.  Without  apprehending  the 
.future  danger,  thefe  princes  gloried  in  their  prefent 
fecurity :  the  fecretary  of  Charlemagne  aflinns, 
that  the  French  fceptre  was  transferred  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  popes";  and  in  their  boldefl  en- 
^erprifes,  they  infill,  with  confidence,  on  this  fignal 
aitd  fuf  cefsful  aft  of  temporal  jurifdidion. 

II.  In  the  change  of  manners  and  brnguage^  Patnciana 
the  patricians  of.  Rome  ^^  were  far  rdmoved  from  0^^®°^^ 
the  fenate  of .  Romulus,  or  {he  palace  of  Conftan* 
tine, '  from  the  free  nobles  pf  the  republic,  or  th« 
fiditipus  parents  of  the  emperor*  After  the  re- 
,cQvery  of  Italy  aijd  Africa  by  the  arms  of  Juftinian, 
the  importance  and  danger  of  thofe  remote  pro- 
vinces required  the  pridence  of  a  fuprcme  magiC- 
trate.;  he  was  indifferently  ftyled  the  exarch  or  the 
patrician:  and  thele  governors  of  Ravenna,  wha 

57  See  Eginhard^  in  Vita  Caroli  Magni,  c  i.  p.  9,  &c.  c  ilj.  p.  ^4. 
Childeric  was  depofed— ^'/jf^w,  the  Carlovingians  were  eftablifhcd-*" 
auSoritatey  Pontificie  Romani.  Launoy,  &c.  pretend  that  thefe  ftrong 
words  are  fufecptible  of  a  very  foft  interpretation.  Be  it  fo ;  yet 
Eginhard  underftood  the  world,  the  court,  and  the  Latin  language- 
s' For  the  title  and  powers  of  patrician  of  Rome,  fee  Dncangc 
.(Glt>(r.  Latin,  torn.  v.  p.  149— 151.)  Fagi  (Critica,  A.  D.  740,  N®  6^ 
11.),  Muratori  (  Annali  d'Halia,  torn.  vi.  p.  308—329.),  and  St.  Marc 
(Abrcge  Chronologique  dltalie,  tonv.i,  p.  579— 382.).  Of  thefe 
the  Francifcan  Pagi  is  the  moft  difpofed  to  make  the  patrician  a 
lieutenant  of  the  churchy  rather  than  of  the  empire. 

fiU 
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ScLix5  ^^^  ^^^  P^^^^  "^  ^^^  chronology  of  princes,  ex- 
tended their  jurifdidion  over  the  Roman  city. 
Since  the  revolt  of  Italy  Mid  the  lofs  of  the  Ex- 
archate, the  diftrefs  of  the  Romans  had  exadcd 
fome  facrifice  of  their  independence.  Yet,  even 
in  this  aft,  they  exercifed  the  right  of  difpofing 
of  themfelves ;  and  the  decrees  of  the  fenate  and 
people,  fucceffively  invefted  CharloB  Martel  and 
his  pofterity,  with  the  honours  of  patrician  of  Rome. 
The  leaders  of  a  po"yrcrful  nation  would  have  dif- 
d^ndd  a  fervile  title  and  Subordinate  officte ;  biit 
the  reign  of  the  Gire^k  emperors  was  fufpehded ; 
and,  in  the  vacancy  of  the  empire,  they  derived  a 
more  glorious  commiffion  from  the  popealidlhe 
republic.  The  Roman  ambaffadors  prefented 
thefe  patricians  with  the  keys  of  the  fluine  of  St. 
P^3er,  as  a  pledge  and  fymbol  of  fovercigrity ;  with 
^  holy  banner,  wliich  it  was  their  right  and  duty 
to  unfurl  in  the  defence  of  the  church  and  city  ^K 
In  the  time  of  Charles  Martel  and  of  Pepin,  the 
interpoiition  of  the  Lombard  kingdom  covered  the 
Ireedom,  while  k  threatened  the  fafety,  of  Rome  ^ 
and  the  patriciate  rq)ref0nted  only  the  title,  the 
fervice,  the  alliances,  of  thefe  diftant  protedors. 
The  power  and  policy  of  Charlemagne  annihilated 
an  enemy,  and  impofed  a  matter.    In  his  firft  vifit 

.59  The  papal  advocates  can  Ibftcn  the  fymbolic  meaning  of  the  ban- 
ner and  the  keys  j  but  the  ftyle  of  ad  regnum  dimifimu«,or  direxinms 
(Codex  Carolin.  epift.i.  torn.  iii.  pars  ii.  p.  76.),  fecms  to  allow  of  no 
palliation  or  efcape.  In  the  MS.  of  the  Vienna  library,  they  rcalljin^ 
ilcad  of  regnutfii  rogum^  prayer  or  requcft  (fee  Ducange) ;  and  the 
royalty  of  Charles  Martel  is  fubverted  by  this  important  corredion 
(Catalini,  in  his  Critical  Prefaces  Annali  dltalia,  torn,  xvi^p.  95— 

4  to 
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to  the  capital,  he  was  received  with  all  the  honours  CHAP. 
>K^hich  had  formerly  been  paid  to  the  exarch,  the 
reprefentative  of  the  emperor ;  and  thefe  honours 
obtained  fome  new  decorations  from  the  joy  and 
gratitude  of  pope  Adrian  the  firft  **.  No  fooner 
was  he  informed  of  the  fudden  approach  of  the 
monarch,  than  he  difpatched  the  magiftrates  and 
nobles  of  Rome  to  meet  him,  with  the  banner, 
about  thirty  miles  from  the  city.  At  the  diftance 
of  one  mile,  the  Flaminian  way  was  lined  with  the 
fchoolsy  or  national  communities,  of  Greeks,  Lom- 
bards, Saxons,  &c. :  the  Roman  youth  were  under 
arms  ;  and  the  children  of  a  more  tender  age,  with 
palms  and  olive  branches  in  their  hands,  chaunted 
the  praifes  of  their  great  deliverer.  At  the  afped 
of  the  holy  croffes,  and  enfigns  of  the  faints,  he 
difmounted  from  his  horfe,  led  the  proceflion  of 
his  nobfes  to  the  Vatican,  and,  as  he  afcended  the 
flairs,  devoutly  kifled  each  ftep  of  the  threfliold 
of  the  apoftles.  In  the  portico,  Adrian  expeded 
him  at  the  head  of  his  clergy  :  they  embraced,  a$ 
friends  and  equals ;  but  in  their  march  to  the  altar, 
the  king  or  patrician  ajTumed  the  right-hand  of 
the  pope.  Nor  was  the  Frank  content  with  thefe 
vain  and  empty  demonftrations  of  refpeft.  In  the 
twenty-fix  years  that  elapfed,  between  the  conqueft 
of  Lombardy  and  his  Imperial  coronation,  Rome, 
which  had  been  delivered  by  the  fword,  was  fub- 
jed,  as  his  own,  to  the  fceptre  of  Charlemagne^ 

^  In  the  authentic  narratiTe  of  this  reception,  the  Liber  Pon- 
tificalis  ol^ferves— obTiam  illi  ejus  faiKftitas  dirigens  vcnerabiles cru« 
f:cti»  id  eft  figna ;  ficut,  moseft  ad  exarchum,  aut  patricium  fufcipien- 
4u^Q|  eum  cum ipgenti  boQore  fufcipi  fecit  (torn,  iii  pars.!,  p.  1 85. )• 
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The  people  fwore  allegiance  to  his  perfon  and  fa- 
mily :  in  his  name  money  was  coined,  and  juftice 
was  adminiftered ;  and  the  eledion  of  the  popes 
was  examined  and  confirmed  by  his  authority.  Ex- 
cept an  original  and  felf-inherent  claim  of  fove- 
reignty,  there  was  not  any  prerogative  remaining, 
which  the  title  of  emperor  could  add  to  the  patri- 
cian of  Rome  ^'. 

The  gratitude  of  the  Carlo vingians  was  adequate 
to  thefe  obligations,  and  their  names  are  confecrated 
as  the  faviours  and  benefaftors  of  the  Roman 
church.  Her  ancient  patrimony  of  farms  sind 
houfes  was  transformed  by  their  bounty  into  the 
temporal  dominion  of.  cities  and  provinces ;  and 
the  donation  of  the  Exarchate  was  the  firft  fruits  of 
the  conquefts  of  Pepin  ^\  Aftolphus  with  a  figh 
relinquifhcd  his  prey ;  the  keys  and  the  hoftages 
of  the  principal  cities  were  delivered  to  the  French 
ambaflador;  and,  in  his  mailer's  name,  he  pre- 
fented  them  before  the  tomb  of  St.  Peter.  The 
ample  meafure  of  the  Exarchate  ^^  might  comprife 

all 

6>  Paulus  Diaconus,  who  wrote  before  the  empire  of  Charlemagne, 
defcribes  Rome  as  his  fubjedl  city— veftrae  civitates  (ad  Pompeium 
Feftum),  fuis  addidit  fceptris  (de  Mctenfis  Ecclefia  Epifcopis). 
Some  Carlovingian  medals,  ftruck  at  Rome,  have  engaged  Le  Blanc 
to  write  an  elaborate^  though  partial,  difiPertation  on  their  authority 
at  Rome,  both  as  patricians  and  emperors  (Amfterdam,  1692,  in 

^  Moiheim  (Inftitution  Hift.  Ecclef.  p.  £63.)  weighs  this  ^©nation 
with  fair  and  deliberate  prudence.  The  original  a<5t  has  never  been 
produced  5  but  the  Liber  Pontificalis  reprcfents  (p.  171.),  and  the 
Codex  Carolinus  fuppofes,  this  ample  gift.  Both  are  contemporary 
records :  and  the  latter  is  the  more  authentic,  fince  it  has  been 
fweferved,  not  in  the  papal,  but  the  Imperial,  library. 

^l  Between  the  exorbitant  claims,  and  narrow  conceffions,  o^in* 
tereft  and  prejudice,from  which  even  Muratori  (Antiquita*^  toml  i. 

p.  63-- 
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all  the  provmces  of  Italy  which  had  obeyed  the  chap. 

•         •  •  •  XLIX 

emperor  and   his  vicegerent :    but    its  ftrift  and  *  ' 

proper  limits  were  included  in  the  territories  of  Ra- 
venna, Bologna,  and  Ferrara :    its  infeparable  de- 
pendency was  the  Pentapolis,  which  ftretched  along 
the  Adriatic  from  Rimini  to  Ancona,  and  advc^nced 
into  the  midland  country  as  far  as  the  ridges  of 
the  Apennine.     In   this   tranfaftion,  the  ambition' 
and  avarice  of  the  popes  had   been  feverely  con- 
demned. Perhaps  the  humility  of  a  Chriftian  prieft 
fhould  have  rejected  an  earthly  kingdom,  which 
it  was  not  eafy  for  him  to  govern  without  renoun- 
cing the  virtues  of  his  profefEon.     Perhaps  a  faith- 
ful fubjeft,  or  even  a  generous  enemy,  would  have 
been  lefs  impatient  to  divide  the  fpoils  of  the  Bar- 
barian ;  and  if  the  emperor  had  intrufted  Stephen 
to  folicit  in  his  name  the  reftitution  of  the  Ex- 
archate, I  will  not  abfolve  the  pope  from  the  re- 
proach of  treachery  and  falfehood.     But  in  the 
rigid  interpretation  of  the  laws,   every  one  may 
accept,  without  injury,  whatever   his  benefaftor 
can  beftow  without  injuftice.     The  Greek  emperor 
had  abdicated  or  forfeited  his  right  to  the  Exar- 
chate ;  and  the  fword  of  Aftolphus  was  broken  by 
the  ftronger  fword  of  the  Carlovingian.     It  was  not . 
in  the  caufe  of  the  Iconoclaft  that  Pepin  had  ex- ' 
pofed  his  perfon  and  army  in  a  double  expedition , 
beyond  the  Alps :  he  poffeffed,  and  might  lawfully 
alienate  his  conquefts ;    and  to  the  importunities ' 
of  the  Greeks,  he  pioufly  replied,  that  no  human 

p.63 — 68.)  is  not  exempt,  I  have  V^n  guided,  in  the  limits  of  the  JEx-    - 
archate  and  Pentapolis,  by  the  X)iflertatio  Chorographica  Italiae 
Medii  ^vi,  tom.x.  p.  i6o— x8o, 

■    •  conlidem 
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CHAP,  ^onfideration  fliould  tempt  him  to  refumc  the  gift 
^^  *  which  he  had  conferred  on  the  Roman  pontiff 
for  the  remifEon  of  his  fins  and  the  falvation  of  his 
foul.  The  fplendid  donation  was  granted  in  fu- 
preme  and  abfolute  dominion,  and  the  world  be- 
held for  the  firft  time  a  Chi;ifl:ian  bifhop  inverted 
with  the  prerogatives  of  a  temporal  prince;  the 
choice  of  magiftrates,  the  exercife  of  juftice,  the 
impofition  of  taxes,  and  the  wealth  of  the  palace 
of  Ravenna.  In  the  diflblution  of  the  Lombard 
kingdom,  the  inhabitants  of  the  dutchy  of  Spoleto  ^* 
fought  a  refuge  from  the  ftorm,  fhaved  their 
heads  after  the  Roman  fafbion,  declared  themfelves 
the  fervants  and  fubjeds  of  St.  Peter,  and  com- 
pleted, by  this  voluntary  furrender,  the  prefent 
circle  of  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate.  That  myfterious 
Qircle  was  enlarged  to  an  indefinite  extent,  by  the 
verbal  or  written  donation  of  Charlemagne  *% 
who,  in  the  firft  tranfports  of  hisxi^ory,  defpoiled 
bimfelf  and  the  Greek  emperor  of  .the  cities  and 
iflands  which  had  formerly  been  annexed  to  the 
Exarchate.  But,  in  the  cooler  momenta  of  ab- 
fence  and  refleftion,  he  viewed^  with  an  eye  of 

64-  Spoletini  deprecati  ftint,  ut  eos  in  fervitio  B.  Petri  rcciperct  et 
more  Romanovum  tonfurari  facerct  (Anaftafms,  p.  iSsO*  Yet  it  may 
be  a  queftion  whether  they  gave  their  own  pcrfons  ortbeir  country. 

6$  i  he  policy  and  donations  of  Cbarlenciagne  are  carefully  exa- 
mined by  5t-  Marc  (Abrege,  torn.  i.  p.  390 — 408. )>  who  has  well 
itiidicrd  the  Codex  Carolinus.  1  believe,  with  him,  that  they  were 
cwaly  verbal.  The  moft  ancient  ad  of  donation  that  pretends  to  be 
extant,  is  that  of  the  emperor  Louis  the  Pioui  (Sigoniur.,de  Regno 
Italix,  1  iv.  Opera,  tom.ii.  p.  26^—470.)  Its  authenticity,  or  at 
leaft  its  integrity,  are  much  queftioned  (Pagi,  A.  D.  817,  N®  7,  &c. 
Muratori,  Annali,  tom.vi.  p.  431,  &c.  Diifertat.  fchon^raphica* 
:P'33»  34-)  \  but  I  fee  no  reafonable  obje^ion  to  thcfe  princes  fo 
freely  difpofing  of  what  was  not  their  owh« 

7  jealoufy 
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jealoufy  and  envy,  the  recent  greatnefs  of  his  ec-  C  H  A  ?• 
clefiaftical  ally.  The  execution  of  his  own  and  ,-^^^ 
his  father's  promifes  was  refpedfully  eluded:  the 
king'  of  the  Franks  and  Lombards  aflerted  t^ 
inalienable  rights  of  the  empire;  and,  in -his  life 
and  death,  Ravenna  **,  as  well  as  Rome,  was  num« 
bered  in  the  lift  of  his  metropolitan  cities.  The 
fovereignty  of  the  Exarchate  melted  away  in  the 
hands  of  the  popes :  they  found  in  the  i^chbiihopg 
of  Ravenna  a  dangerous  and  domeftic  rival  ^^ :  the 
nobles  and  priefts  difdained  the  yoke  of  a  pried ; 
and,  in  the  diforders  of  the  times,  they  could  only 
retain  the  memory  of  an  ancient  claim,  whigh, 
in  a  more  profperous  age,  they  have  revived  and 
realized. 

Fraud  is  the  refource  of  weaknefs  and  cunning  j    Forgery  of 
and  the  ftrong,  though  ignorant.  Barbarian,  was   tionof 
often  entangled  in  the  net  of  facerdotal  policy,   {j^"f  ^"* 
The  Vatican  and  Lateran  were  an  arfenal  and  manu- 
fafture,  which,    according  to  the  occafion,  have 
produced  or  concealed  a  various  coUedion  of  faHe 
or  genuine,  of  corrupt  or  fufpicious,  ads,  as  they 
tended    to  promote  the  intereft  of  the    Roman 
church.     Before  the  end  of  the  eighth  century, 
fome  apoftolical  fcribe,  perhaps  the  notorious  Ifi- 
dore,  compofed  the  decretals,  and  the  donation  of 

'^  Charlemagne  folicited  and  obtained  from  the  proprietor » 
Hadrian  1.  the  mofaics  of  the.palace  of  Ravenna,  for  the  decoration 
of  Aix*la-Chapelle  (Cod.  Carolin.  eftift.  67.  p.  223.)* 

^7  The  popes  oft^n  complain  of  the  ufurpations  of  Leo  of  RaTenna. 
(Codex  Carolin.  epift.  t^iy  s-t  53*  P*  2«o— loj.)*'  5i  corpus  St  An-^ 
drese  fratris  germani  St.  Petri  b!c  humaifet,  nequaquam  nos  Roma* 
nt  pontifices  fie  fubjugalfent  (Agnellus,  Liber  Pontificalis^  i^  Scrip- 
tores  Rerum  Mai.  toni.  ii.  pan  i.  p.  107. )• 

Con- 
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CHAP.  Conftantine,  the  two  magic  pillar^  of  the  fpiritual 
iJ^^Li  ^^^  temporal  monarchy  of  the  popes.  This  me* 
morable  donation  was  introduced  to  the  world  by 
an  epiftle  of  Adrian  the  firft,  who  exhorts  Charle- 
magne to  imitate  the  liberality,  and  revive  the 
name,  of  the  great  Conftantine*'.  According  to 
the  legend,  the  firft  of  the  Chriftian  emperors 
was  healed  of  the  leprofy,  and  purified  in  the 
waters  of  baptifm,  by  St.  Silvefter,  the  Roman 
bifhop;  and  never  was  phyfician  more  glorioufly 
recompenfed.  His  'royal  profelyte  withdrew  from 
the  feat  and  patrimony  of  St.  Peter  ;  declared  his 
refolution  of  founding  a  new  capital  in  the  Eaft  j 
and  refigned  to  the  popes  the  free  and  pei-petual 
fovereignty  of  Rome,  Italy,  and  the  provinces  of 
the  Wijft  ^^  This  fiftion  was  produftive  of  the 
moft  beneficial  effefts.  The  Greek  princes  were 
conviftcd  of  the  guilt  qf  ufurpation ;  and  the  re- 
volt of  Gregory  was  the  claim  of  his  lawful  inhe* 
ritance.  The  popes  were  delivered  from  their  debt 
of  gratitude ;  and  the  nominal  gifts  of  the  Carlo- 

6^  Piiffimo  Conftantinoroagno,-  per  ejus  largitatem  S-  R.  Ecclefia 
elevata  ct  exaltata  eft,ct  poteftatemin  his  Hefpcr  ae  partibus  largiri 
dignatiis  eft  ... .  Quia  eccenovus  Conftantlnus  histemporibus,  &c. 
(Codex  Carolin.  epift.49.  in  tom.iii.  parsii.  p.  195  ).  Pagi  (Critita,. 
A.  D.  324,  N**  16.)  afcribes  them  to  an  impoftor  of  the  vjiith  cen- 
turyj  who'  borrowed  the  name  of  St.  Ifidore  •  his  hlimbte  title  o^ 
Feccator  ^as  ignorantly,  but  aptly,  turned  into  Mercator;  his  mer- 
chandife  was  indeed  profitable,  and  a  few  fheets  of  paper  were  fold 
for  much  wealth  and  power. 

69  Fabricius  (Bibliot.  Grraec.  tom.vi.  p.  4— 7.)  has  enumerated* 
tbe  feveral  editions  of  this  Adt,  in  Greek  and  Latin.    The  eopy 
A*hich  Laurentius  VaHa  recites  and  refutes,  appears  to  betaken^ 
cither  from  the  fpurious  Ads  of  St.  Silvefter  or  from  Gratian's 
Decree,  to  which,  according  to  him  and  others,  it  has  been  fur-- 
reptitiouDy  tacked.  ; 

4  vingians 
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vingians  were  no  more  than  the  juft  and  irrevocable  CHAP, 
reftitutioti  of  a  fcanty  portion  of"  the  ecclefiaftical 
ftate.  The  fovereignty  of  Rome  tio  longer  de- 
pended oii  the  choice  of  a  fickle  people ;  and  the 
fucceffors  of  Sti  Petet  and  Conftantine  t\^erfe  in- 
tefted  with  the  purple  and  prerogatives  of  the 
Caefars.  So  deep  was  the  ignorance  and  credulity 
6f  the  times,  that  the  mofl:  abfurd  of  fables  was  re- 
ceived, with  equal  reverence,  in  Greece  and  in 
France,  and  is  ftill  (enrolled  among  the  decrees  of 
the  canon  law*°;  The  emperors,  and  the  Ro- 
mans^ fl'ere  incapable  of  difceming  a  forgery,  that 
fubverted  their  rights  and  freedom ;  and  the  only 
opposition  proceeded  from  a  Sabine  monaftery^ 
which,  iii  the  oeginning  of  the  twelfth  century^ 
difputed  the  truth  and  validity  of  the  donation  of 
Coriftaritihe  ^^;  In  the  revital  of  letters  and  liberty 
this  fiftitious  deed  was  tranfpierced  by  the  pen  of 
Laurentius  Valla,  the  pen  of  an  eloquent  critic 
Und  a  Roihan  patriot^*.     His   contemporaries   of 

the 

70  In  the  year  10^9,  it  was  believed  (was  it  believed  ?)  by  pope 
L'd^o  IX.  cardinal  Peter  Damianti^^  Slc,  Muratori  places  (Annali 
ditali^iy  toixi.  ix.  p.  239  24  )  the  B^itious  donations  of  Lewis  tii£ 
pious,  the  Othos,  &ci  de  Donatione  Conflantini.  See  a  Biflerta. 
tion  of  Natalis  Alexander,  feciilum  iv.  diff.  15.  p*  335—3^0. 

7i  Sec  a  large  account  of  the  coiitrovcrfy  (A.  D:  1105),  which 
irofc  from  a  private  law-fuit,  in  the  Chronicon  Farfenfe  (Script. 
Rcrum  Italicarum,  torn.  ii.  pars  ii.  p.  63 1»  5cc  )»  *  copious  extrarf 
from  the  archives  of  that  Benedidine  abbey.  They  ^ere  fonncrly 
acceflible  to  cuiious  foreigners  (Le  Blanc  and  MabiIlon)j  and  ^ould 
kave  enriched  the  firft  vblume  of  the  Hiftoria  Moriaftica  Italia  of  • 
C^iirini.  But  they  arc  now  imprifoned  (Muratori,  Scriptores  R.  I, 
torn.  ii.  pars  ii.  p.  a6^.)  by  the  tirtiid  policy  of  the  court  of  Rome ; 
aud  the  future  cardinal  yielded  to  the  voice  of  authority  and  th^ 
whiTpcis  cf  ambition  (Quirint,  Comment,  pars  ii.  p.  113-^136.}. 

7*  I  have  read  in  the  colIc<^ion  of  Schardius  (de  PotcTltate  Im- 

pcriali  Ecclefiailica,  p.  734'r»78o.>  this  animated  ^'fcowrfe^  which 

.  Vol.  fX.  M  '     wa& 
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^Xijx  ^^^  fifteenth  century  were  aftonifhed  at  his  facri- 
legious  bpldnefsj  yet  fuch  is  the  filent  and  irre- 
fiftible  progrefs  of  reafon,  that  before  the  end  of 
the  next  age,  the  fable  was  rejefted  by  the  con- 
tempt of  hiftorians'*  and  poets'*,  and  the  tacit 
or  modeit  c^ifure  of  the  advocates  of  the  Roman 
church".  The  pope$  themfelveg  have  indulged 
a  fmile  at  the  credulity  of  the,  vulgar'*;  but  a 
&lfe  and  obfblete  title  ftill  £in<£tifies  their  reign; 
and,  by  the  fame  fortune  which  has  attended  the 
decretals  and  the  SibylKne  oracles,  the.  edificiB 
has  fubfifted  after  the  foundations  have  been  un-> 
dermined. 

yUr^n  compofed  by  the  author,  A.  D.  1440,  fix  years  after  the  flight 
of  pope  Eugenlus  IV.  It  is  a  moft  vehement  party  pamphlet :  Valla 
juftifies  and  animates  the  revolt  of  the  KomaiM,  and  would  even 
approve  the  life  of  a  drf^gcr  againft  their  facerdotal  tyrant.  Such  t 
critic  might  cxpecfl  the  perfccution  of  the  clergy;  yet  he  made  hift 
peace,  and  is  buried  in  the  Lateran  (Bayle,  Didiionairc  Critique, 
Vali.A{  VolFius,  de  Hiftoricls  Latinis,  p.  s^o.), 

7}.  See  Gu'cciardini,  a  fervant  of  the  popes,  in  tftat  Tong  and  va» 
luable  dtgrefl^OD,  which  has  refamed  its  place  in  the  laft  edition, 
corre<^ly  publifhed  from  the  author's  M*J.  and  printed  in  four 
volumes  in  quarto^  under  the  name  of  Fribnrgo^  1775  (I(ton» 
d'ltalia,  torn.  i.  p.  385 — 395.). 

74  The  Paladin  Aftolpho  found  it  in  the  moon,  among  the  thtfigt 
tjiat  ^cfc  loft  upon  earth  (Orlando  Furiofo,  xxxiv.  fto,). 
D'l  varf  fiore  ad  \\n  grand  nkoate  pafla, 
Chiebbe  gia  buono  odore,  or  puzsa  foitc 
Quefto  era  ii  dono  (fe  pero  dir  lecc) 
Che  Conftantino  al  buon  SilvefVro  fecc. 
Yet  this  incomparable  poem  has  been  appr^ed  by  a  bull  of  Leo  X. 

71  See  Baronius,  A.  D.  3*4,  N®  117-^113:  A.D.,^i9r,  N0  5i,&c. 
The  cardinal  wifties  to  fuppofe  that  Rome  was  offered  GonftantlBf, 
and  refiifeJ  by  SiWefter.  The  a<ft  of Vlooatioa  ke  confiderr,  flrargelf 
enough,  as  a  forgery  of  the  Greeks. 

76  Baronius  n'en  dit  gueres  contre ;  encore  en  s^Vll  trop  dit,  ct 
Von  vouloit  fans  moi /  Canihuiidu  TiftT§Mj,qm  rempechai,  cenfurer 
cctte  partie  de  fon  hiftoire.  J*en  devifai  un  jour  avec  le  Pape,  et  i| 
ne  me  repbndit  autre  chofe  **  che  volete  ?  i  Canonic!  la  )engono»* 
't\}c difoit  m riant  (Pccrooiana>  p.  77>t 

While 
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While  the  popes  eftablifhed  in  Italy  their  free^  ^xlhc"' 

dom  aiid  cCominion,  the  images^^  the  firil  caufe  of  %. ^m^ 

their  revolt,  were  reftored  in  the  Eaftem'  empire ''.   J^qJI^' 
Under  the    t-dgn  of  Cbnftantuie  the  fifth,   the  images  in 
union  of  civil  and  e^clefiaftical  power  had  over*  by  the 
thrown  the  treCj  Ijirithout  extirpating  the  toot,  of  ^^^^ 
fuperftition.     The  idols,  for  fiich  they  were  now  A.  D.  780^ 
held,  were  fecretly  cheriihed  by  the  order  and  die     ^* 
fex  moft  prone  to  devotion ;  arid  xht  fond  alliance 
of  the  monks  and  females,  obtained  a  final  vidory 
Over  the  reafon  and  authority  of  man.    Leo  the 
fourth  maintained  with  lefs  rigour  the  reUgicm  of 
Ms  father  and  grandfather  j  but  his  wife,  the  fait 
and  ambitious  Irene,  had  imbibed  the  zeal  of  the 
Athenians,  the  heirs  of  the  idolatry,  rather  than 
the  philofophy,  of  theif  apceftors.      During  the 
fife    of  her  hufband,    thefe  fentiments  were  in- 
flamed   by   danger    and    diflimulation,    and    ihd 
could  only  labour  to  proteft  and  promote  fome 
favourite  monks  whom  fhe  dreW  from  their  ca-» 
vems,  and  feated  on  the  metropolitan  thrones  of 
the  Eaft.     But  as  foon  as  flie  reigned  in  her  own 
name  and  that  of  her  fon,  Irene  more  ferioufly 

77  The  remaining  hiftory* of  images,  fi-om  Ii^ene  to  Theodora,  is- 
(jollcdtcti^  for  the  Crvtholtcs,  by  Baronius  and  Pagi  (A.  D.  :^So — 840)* 
Katalis  Alexander  (llift.  N.  T.  feculum  viii.  Panoplia  advcrfus 
Haereticos,  p.  ii8 — 178.)^  and  Diipin  (Bibliot.  Ecclef  torn.  vi.  p.  tfi 
-M.IC4  );  for  the  ProteftantSibySpanheim(Hift.Imag.  p.  3O5— 639.), 
Bafnage  (Hift.  de  TEgtlfe,  torn.  i.  p.  556--572.  torn.  ii.  p.  j 36i~-< 
J  385  ),  And  Mofheim  (Inftitut.  Hift.  Ecdef.  fecul.  viii.  et  ix  ).  The 
Protcllant?,  except  Mofheim,  are  fourcd  with  controverfy;  but  the 
Catholic?,  except  Diipin,  are  inflamed  by  the  fury  and  fuperftition 
of  the  monks;  and  even  le  Beau  (Hift.  dn  Bas  Empire),  a  gentle- 
man and  a  fcholar,  13  infe^ed  by  tite  odious  contagion. 

M  2  under* 
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CHAP,    undertook  the  ruin  of  the  Iconoclafts:    and  the 

XLIX*  . 

^  -^-^  \f  firft  ftep  of  her  future  perfecution,  \vas  a  general 
edift  for  liberty  of  confcience.  In  the  reftora-: 
•  tion  of  the  monks,  a  thoufand  images  were  ex- 
pofed  to  the  public  veneration ;  a  thoufand  legends 
were  invented  of  their  fufFerings  and  miracles-,. 
By  the  opportunities  of  death  or  removal,  the 
epifcopal  feats  were,  judicioufly  filled ;  the  moll 
eager  competitors  for  earthly  or  celeftial  favour, 
anticipated  and  flattered  the  judgment  of  their 
fovereignj  and  the  promotion  of  her  fecretary 
Tarafius,  gave  Irene  the  patriarch  of  Conftanti- 
nople,  and  the  command  of  the  Oriental  church. 
But  the  decrees  of  a  general  council  could  only 
,  be  repealed  by  a  limilar  aflembly^';  the  Ico- 
noclafts whom  flie  convened,  were  bold  in  pofTef- 
lion,  and  averfe  to  debate ;  and  the  feeble  -  voice 
of  the  bifliops  was  re-echoed  by  the  more  for- 
midable clamour  of  the  foldiers  ap4  people  of 
VII**  Conftantinople.      The   delay   ?.nd  intrigues   of  a 

council,      y^^^9  ^hfi  feparation  of  the  difafFeded  troops,  and 
'^f  of        the  choice  of  Nice  for  a  fecond  orthodox  fynod^ 
A.  D.  787,  removed  thcfe  obftacles ;    and  the  epifcopal  con- 
oa.  23 .""  •  fci^^ce  was  again,  after  the  Greek  fafhion,  in  the 
hands  of  the  prince.      No  more   than   eighteen 
days  were  allowed  for  the  confummation  of  this 
important  work :  the  Iconoclafts  appeared,  not  ss 
judgesj  but  as  criminals  or  penitents;    the  fcene 
was  decorated  by  the  legates  of  pope  Adrian  and 

7^  See  the  A(f?8,  in  Greek  and  Latin »  of  the  fecond  Council  of 
'  Jfice,  witi'i  a  number  of  relative  pieces,  in  the  viii^"  volume  of  the 
*  Councils,  ]\  645—1600.     A  fjiithful  verfion,  with  fome  ctilic^l 

liOte?,  >Youlvl  provoke,  i«  different  readers,  a  figh  or  a  imile. 

■  the 
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the  Eaftern  patriarchs '',  the  decrees  were  framed  ^xuiE* 
by  the  prefident  Tarafius,  and  ratified  by  the  ac- 
clamations and  fubfcriptions  of  .three  hundred  and 
fifty  bifhops.  They  unanimoufly  pronounced,  that 
the  worfliip  of  images  is  agreeable  to  fcripture  and 
reafon,  to  the  fathers  and  councils  of  the  church : 
but  they  hefitate  whether  that  worfliip  be  relative 
or  direft ;  whether  the  Godhead,  and  the  figure, 
of  Chrifl:,  be  entitled  to  the  fame  mode  of  adora- 
tion. Of  this  fecond  Nicene  council,  the  afts  are 
ftill  extant ;  a  curious  monument  of  fuperftition 
and  ignorance,  of  falfehood  and  folly.  I  fliall 
only  notice  the  judgment  of  the  bifliops,  on  the 
comparative  merit  of  image-worfliip  and  morality. 
A  monk  had  concluded  a  truce  with  the  daemon 
of  fornication,  on  condition  of  interrupting  his 
daily  prayers  to  a  pifture  that  bung  in  his  celL 
His  fcruples  prompted  him  to  confult  the  abbot. 
**  Rather  than  abftain  from  adoring  Chrift  and 
**  his  Mother  in  their  holy  images,  it  would  be 
"  better  for  you,"  replied  the  cafuift,  "  to  enter 
<<  every  brothel,  and  vifit  every  proftitute,  in  the 
^'  city^" 

79  The  pope's  legates  were  caiual  meflengers,  two  priefta  without 
any  fpecial  commidioiiy  and  who  were  diiavowed  on  their  return. 
Same  vagabond  monks  were  perfuaded  by  the  Catholics  to  reprefent 
the  Oriental  patriarchs.  This  curious  anecdote  if  re^^ed  bf 
Theodore  Studites  (epift.  i.  33.  in  Sirmond.  Opp.  tofo.  v.  p.  13  ij.), 
one  of  the  warmeA  Iconoclafts  of  the  a^. 

•  ^  Xfjx^ipei  Jli  cot  f4,m  xetTxTuirnf  tf  rp  ffoXt*  ravrji  wopwioi  m  0  /xi) 
tto'ihQfic^  9  Ira  afknan  to  v^xwtit  to»  J&v^toy  mfjuuf  xa»  Ocov  Ijjfw  Xp»foy 

fAiTa  T«K  »^*a«  ctvTtt  fA*iTpo$  if  tiKcr,  Thefe  vifits  could  not  be  innok 
cent,  lince  the  AMf^up  Troffua^  (the  dxnaon  of  fornication)  lvo^lJ»l» 
^s  »vrot ...  IV  fiif  tivti^  ariKsno  avTuff^o^^ay  &c.  A^O  iv.  p.  90X« 
A^ioy.  p.  IQ3X. 
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c  H  A  P.  For  the  honour  of  orthodoxy,  at  leaft  the  ev- 
c..,,^^  thodoxy  of  the  Roman  church,  it  is  fomewhat 
Final  efta-  unfortunate,  that  the  two  princes  who  convened^ 

blilnment  ,  c«  iin«»-t. 

of  images  the  two  couucik  of  Nice,  are  both  ftamed  with 
cmprcft  ^^^  blood  of  their  fons.  The  fecond  of  thcfe 
Thcodo-  afffemblies  was  approved  ^nd  rigoroufty  executed 
iLD. 84s.  by  the  defpotifm.of  Irene,  ,and  (he  r^ufed  her 
adverfaries  the  toleration  which  at  firft  flic  ha4 
grsuated  to  her  friends.  During  the  fiVe  fucceed? 
iag  reigns,  a  period  of  thirty-eight  years,  the 
conteft  was  maintained,  with  imabated  rage  ^id 
'various  fuccefs,  between  the  worshippers  ^nd  th§ 
breakers  of  the  images  j  but  I  am  not  inclined  tq 
purfue  with  minute  diligence  the  repetition  of  the 
fame  events.  Nicephorus  allowed  a  general  li- 
berty of  fpeech  and  practice  \  and  the  only  virtue 
of  his  reign  is  accufed  by  the  monks  as  the  caufc 
of  his  temporal  and  eternal  perdition.  Superfti- 
tion  and  weaknefs  formed  the  charafter  of  Mi- 
chael the  firft,  but  the  faints  and  images  were 
incapable  of  fupporting  their  votary  on  the  throne, 
Ift  the  purple,  Leo  the  fifth  afferted  the  name 
.  and  religion  of  an  Armenian  ;  and  the  idols,  witl^ 
their  feditious  adherents,  were  condemned  to  a 
fecond  exile.  Their  applaufe  would  have  fanfti- . 
fied  the  murder  of  an  impious  tyrant,  but  hi^ 
affaffin  and  fucceflbr,  the  fecond  Michael,  was 
tainted  from  his  birth  with  the  Phrygian  herefies  : 
he  attempted  to  mediate  between  the  con^tending 
parties  ;  and  tjie  intraftable  fpirit  of  the  Catholics 
iirieftfflb^ly  caft  him  into  the  oppofite  fcale.  Hi^ 
moderation  was  guarded  by  timidity ;  but  his  fon 
Thepphilusj,.  jilike  ignorant  of  fear  and  pity,  was 
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the  laft  and  mofl;  cruel  of  the  Iconoclafts.  The  CH  A  p. 
cnthufiafm  of  the  times  ran  ftrongly  againft  them ;  ^^  -^  '  * 
and  the  emperors,  who  ftemmed  the  torrent,  were 
exafperated^  and  puniflied  by  the  public  hatred. 
After  the  death  of  li'heophilus,  the  final  viftoiy 
of  the  images  was  atchieved  by  a  fecond  female, 
his  widow  Theodora,  whom  he  left  the  guardian 
of  the  empire.  Her  meafures  were  bold  and  de- 
cifive.  The  fiftion  of  a  tardy  repentance  ab- 
&>lved  the  fame  and  the  foul  of  her  deceafed 
hulband :  the  fentence  of  the  Iconoclaft  patriarch 
was  commuted  from  the  lofs  of  his  eyes  to  ^ 
whipping  of  two  hundred  lafhes:  the  bifhops 
trembled,  the  monks  (houted,  and  the  feftival  of 
orthodoxy  preferves  the  annual  memory  of  the 
triumph  of  the  images.  A  fmgle  queftion  5^ 
remained,  whether  they  are  endowed  with  any 
proper  and  inherent  fan<£lity ;  it  was  agitated  by  , 

the  Greeks  of  the  eleventh  century  *' ;  and  as  this 
opinion  has  the  ftrpngeft  recommendation  of  ab- 
furdity,  I  am  furprifed  that  it  was  not  more  ex- 
plicitly decided  in  the  affirmative.  In  the  Weft, 
pope  Adrian  tlie  firfl:  accepted  and  announced  the 
decrees  of  the  Nicene  affembly,  which  is  now  re- 
vered by  the  Catholics  as  the  feventh  in  rank  of 
the  general  councils.  Rome  and  Italy  were  docile 
to  the  voice  of  their  father ;  but  the  greateft  part 
of  the  Latin  Chriftians  were  far  behind  in  the  race 
of  fuperftition.  The  churches  of  France,  Ger-  Reinc- 
many,    England,    and  Spain,   ft^ered    a    middle  of  the 

Franks, 

*'  See  an  account  of  this  controverfy  in  the  Alexius  of  Anna  Coni- 
peqa  (1.  v.  p.  12^.}  and  Moiheim  (Inftitut.  Hiit.£ccle£  p.  371*  ij'^-y 
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CHAP,  coprfe  between  the  adoration  and  the  deftruQ:iotf 
v^^..^^,-^  of  images,  which  they  admitted  into  their  temple^, 
and  of       not  as  objefts  of  worfliip,  bijt  as  lively  and  ufeful 
magne,       memorial?  of  faith  and  hiftory.     An  angry  book 
A^D.794.  ,pf  controyerfy  was  compofed  an(d  publifhed  in  the 
name  of  Charlemagne*^;  under  his  authority  51 
fynod  of  three  hundred  bifhops  was  affembled  at 
Frankfort  ^^ :  they  blamed  the  fury  of  th^  Iconq- 
clafts,  but  they  pronounced  a  moire  fevere  cenfur^ 
againll  the  fuperftition  of  the  Greeks,  and  t^ie  de- 
crees of  their  pretended  council,  which  was  long 
defpifed  by  the  Barbarians  of  the  Weft  '\     Among 
them  the  worlhip  of  images  adyapced  with  a  filei>t 
and  infenfible  progrefs ;  but  a  large  afonement  i^ 
made  for  their  hefitation  and  delay,  by  the  grof^ 
idolatry  of  tl^e  ages  which  precede  the  reforcq^- 
tion,  and  of  the  countries,  both  in  Europe  and 
America,  which  are  ftill  immerfed  in  the  gloom  of 
liiperftition. 

^»  The  Libri  Carolini  (Spanheim,  p.  44^—529),  compofed  in  t^.e 
palace  or  wrntcr-quarters  of  Charlemagne,  at  Worms,  A.  D.  796  j 
and  fcnt  by  Engcbertto  pope  Hadrian  I.  who  anfv^erc4  t{iem  by  a 
i^randis  et  vcrbofa  epiftola  (Concil.  torn.  viii.  p.  1553.).  The  Ca- 
■  rolines  propofe  110  objcdions  ajgainft  tlie  Nicche  fynod,  and  fuch 
words  as  thcfe  at-e  the  flowers  of  their  rhetoric— dementiam  prifcae 

Gcntiliiatis  obfoletum  crrorem argumenta  infaniffima  etab- 

furdiflima  .  ; . .  derJfione  dignas  ilasnias,  &c.  &C. 

8^  The  alfcmblies  of  Charlemagne  were  political,  as  well  as  cc- 
clefiaftical;  and  the  three  hundied  members  (Nat.  Alexander,  fee. 
>Hii.*p.  53.)  who  fat  and  voted  at  Frankfort  muft  include  not  only 
ftc  bilhops,'  but  the  abbots,  and  fcven  the  principal  laymen.  * 

84  Qii  fupra  fan^ifflma  patres  noftri  (cpifjcopi  ct  faccrdotcs) 
omnimodis  fcrvitium  et  adorationcm  imagrnum  rcnuentes  contemp- 
fcrunt,  at4\ie  confcntientcs  condemnaveriint  (Concil.  tom.  ix. 
p  101.  Canon  ii.  Franckfurd).  A  polemic  muft  be'  hard-hearted 
indeed,  who  docs  not  pity  the  efforts  of  Baronius,  Pagi,  Alexander 
Maimbourg,  &c.  to  elude  this  unlucky  fehtence.  ■    "         '  ^ 

■-       ■    '   ^^    -  -'     ^-    '  ■ It 
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It  was  after  the  Nicene  fynod,  and  unda*  the  ^^Lf^-^' 
reign  of  the  pious  Irene,  .that  the  popes  confum-  \   -^,  ^ 
fiiated  the  feparation  of  Rome  and  Italy,  by  the  ^ati^^ 
tranflation    of   the  empire   to  the   lefs  orthodox  the  popes 
Charlemagne.     They  were  cgmpelled  to  chufe  be-  Eaftcni 
tween  the  rival  nations :  religion  was  not  the  fole  *^*^^' 
niotive  qf  their  choice ;  and  while  they  diffembled  774-— 5oo. 
the  failings  of  their  friends,  th§y  belield,  with  re- 
iuftance  and  fufpicion,   the   Catholic   virtues   of 
their  foes-     The  diiference  of  language  and  maiVr 
ners  had  perpetuated  the  enmity  of  the  two  capi- 
tals ;  and  they  were  alienated  from  each  other  by 
the  hoftile  oppofition  of  feventy  years.     In  th^ 
fchifm  the  Romans   had  tailed  of  freedom,  and 
the  popes  of  lb vereignty  :  their  fubmiffion  would 
have  expofed  them  to  the  revenge  of  a  jealous 
tyrant ;  and  the  revolution  of  Italy  had  betrayed 
the  impQjtence,    as  well  as  the  tyranny,    of  the 
JByzanflne  court.     The  Greek  emperors  had  re- 
ilored  the  images,  but  they  had  not  reftored  the 
(Ilalabrian   eflates"*     and    the    lUyrian   diocefe*% 

*5  Tlieophrmes  (p.  343.)  fpecifks  thofe  of  Sicily  and  CalabHa, 
which  yielded' an  annual  rent  of  three  talents  and  a  hajf  of  gold 
(f^erhaps  700b  1 .  fteding).  Liutprand  more  pompoufly  enumerates 
the  patrimonies  of  the  Roman  church  in  Greece,  Judaea,  Perfia»  • 
Mefopotamia,  Babylonia,  Egypt,  and  Lybia,  which  were  detained 
hy  the  injuftice  of  the  Greek  emperor  (Legat.  ad  Nicephorum,  la 
Script.  Rerum  Italicarum,  torn.  ii.  pars  i.  p.  481.)* 

^  The  great  diocefe  of  the  Eaftern  lllyricum,  with  Apulia,  Ca- 
Jabria,  and  Sicily  (  rhomafiin,  Difcipline  de  TEglife,  torn.  i.  p.  14.5.)* 
by  the  confe/fion  of  the  Greeks,  the  patriarch  of  Conftantinoplc  had 
detached  from  Rome  the  metropolitans  of  Theflalonica,  Athens* 
Corinth,  Nicopolis,  and  Patrae  (I-uc.  Holffeii.  Geograph.  Sacra*  ; 

p,^^.);  and  his  fpititttal  conqueits,  extended  to  Naples  and  Am*         ^ 
alp^i  (Giaanone,  lltoHa  Civile  di  Napoli,  tom.i.  p.  51 7-^524.  Pagi> 
A.D.  730*  N*xi.). 

which 
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C  H  A  if.  t?hich  the  Iconoclafts  had  torn  away  from  the 
fucceflbrs  of  St.  Peter  5  and  pope  Adrian  threatens 
them  with  a  fentence  of  excommunication  unleft 
fhey  fpecdily  abjure  this  praftical  herefy  *'.  The 
Greeks  were  now  orthodox,  but  their  religion 
might  be  tainted  by  the  breath  of  the  reigning 
monarch :  the  Franks  were  now  contumacious ; 
btit  a  difcerning  eye  might  difccm  their  approach- 
ing Gonverfion  from  the  ufe,  to  the  adoration,  of 
ifiiages.  The  name  of  Charlemagne  was  ftained 
by  the  polemic  acrimony  of  his  fcribes;  but  the 
conipiator"  himfelf  conformed,  with  the  temper  of 
a  ftatefmaii,  to  the  various  praftice  of  France  and 
Italy.  In  his  four  pilgrimages  or  vifits  to  the 
Vatican,  he  embraced  the  popes  in  the  commu* 
man  oi  fricndftiip  and  piety ;  knelt  before  the 
tombj  and  confequemly  before  the  image,  of  the 
apcftle;  and  joined,  without  fcruple,  in  all  the 
prayers  md  proceflions  of  the  Roman  liturgy. 
Would  prudence  or  gratitude  allow  the  pontiffs  to 
renounce  their  bcnefaftor  ?  Had  they  a  right  to 
alienate  his  gift  of  the  Exarchate  ?  Had  they 
power  to  abolifli  his  government  of  Rome  ?  The 
title  of  patrician  was  below  the  merit  and  great- 
nefs  of  Charlemagne;  and  it  was  only  by  re- 
viving the  Weftern  empire   that   they  could  pay 

*7  In  hoc  oftcnditur,  qui*  ex  boo  ca^yitnlo  ab  f  rrore  reverfis,  in 
alils  duobus,  in  eQiiem  (was  it  the  fame  ?)  permancant  errore  . .'. .  dc 
diocefi  S.  R.  E.  feu  dc  patiimoniis  iterum  increpantes  commone- 
inu<9  lit  fi  ca  reftitticrr  nolucrit  hereticum  cum  pro  hujufmodi  errore 
pcrfevantia  deccrncmus  (Epift,  Hadrian,  Papae  ad  Caroliim  Mag* 
fiviflf  in  ConcH.  toiY).  yiii.  p.  159S.)  ;  to  which  he  adds  a  reafon* 
xftaft  direAly  oppofite  to  his  condu/t,  that  he  preferred  the  falva*. 
tion  of  fouls  and  rule  of  faith  to  the  goods  of  this  traiiStory  wOild. 

'  their 
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iheir  obKgations  to  fecure  thcnr  eftablifliment.  By  ^  H  A  P. 
this  dccifive  meafure  they  would  finally  eradicate  ._  ^-  \f 
the  claims  of  th^  Greeks  from  the  debafement 
of  a  provincial  town.,  the  majefty  of  Rome  would 
Jiereftored:  the  Latin  Chriftians  wotild  be  united 
under  a  fupreme  head,  in  their  ancient  metro  • 
polls ;  and  the  conquerors  gf  the  Weft  would  re* 
peive  their  crown  froni  the  fucqefibrs  of  St.  Peten 
The  Romaxi  chorch  would  acquire  a  zealous  and 
fefpeftable  advocate;  and,  undei*  the  fliadow  of 
jhe  Carlovingian  power,  the  bifhop  might  exer- 
eife,^  with  honou?  and  faf^,  the  government  of 
the  city  *% 

l^efpre  the  ruin  of  paganifin  in  Rome,  the  com-  Corona- 
petition  for  a  wealthy  bifliopric  had  often  been  chaHc- 
produ^ive  of  tumult  and  bloodfhed.     The  peo-  ^^'"^w* 
pic  wa;^  lefs  nunierous,-  but  the  times  were  more  "t*  *<omc 
fiivag^,  the  prize  more  important,  ^nd  the  chair  v\eft,   ' 
^f  St.  Pet^r  was  fiercely  difputcd  by  the  leading  ^•9'  ^^* 
^cclefiaftics  who  afpired  to  the  rank  of  fovereign, 
Yhe  reign  of  Adri^  thg  firft  ^^  fiirpaffes  the  mea- 

■*  Fontanin!  confiders  the  emperors  as  no  more  than  the  advo* 
cates  of  the  church  (advocatui  ct  defenfor  S.  K.  E.  See  Ducangc, 
Gloff.  Lat.  tomti.  p.  970-  ^is  antagonift  Muratori  reduces  the 
pope<  to  be.no  more  than  the  exarchs  of  the  emperor.  In  thd  more 
equitable  view  of  Mofheim  (Inftitut.  Hift.  Ecclef.  p.  264,  265. )» 
they  htld  Rome  under  the  empire  as  the  moft  honoufabJe  fpecies  oi 
6cf  or  beoefice-rpremuntur  node  caliginola  ! 

^9  Hh  merits  and  hopes  are  fiiawned  up  in  an  ep'.taph  of  thirty* 
<^ht  verfeSy  of  which  Charlemagnt:  declares  bimfelf  the  autb>^ 
(Coflcil.  torn.  viii.  p.  510  ). 

Poft  patfem  iacrymans  Carol ns  hsec  carmtdft  fcrip^ 
Tu  it\ihi  dulcifi  amor,  te  modo  plango  pater  .  *  . 
Nomina  jungo  fimul  ti^u^is,  daritiime,  noftra 
Adrianus,  Carolws,  rex  ego,  tuque  pater. 

Thjc  poetfy  might  be  fupplied  by  Alcuin  5  but  the  tear.-,  ik»  moft;^ 
glorious  tribute,  can  only  belong  to  Charlemagne. 

fure 
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C^A  p.  fure  of  pafl  or  fucceeding  ages'*;  the  walls'  of 
R'ome,  the  facred  patrimony,  the  ruin  of  the 
Lombards,  and  the  friendfliip  of  Charlemagne, 
were  the  trophies  of  his  fame :  he  fecretly  edified 
the  throne  of  his  fucceffors,  and  difplayed  in  a 
narrow  fpace  the  virtues  of  a  great  prince.  His 
memory  was  rqvered ;  but  in  the  next  eleftion,  a 
priefl  of  the  Lateran,  Leo  the  third,  was  preferred 
to  the  nephew  and  the  favourite  of  Adrian,  wh6m 
he  had  promoted  to  the  firft  dignities  of  the 
church.  Their  acquiefcence  or  repentance  dif- 
jguifed,  above  four  years,  the  blackeft  intention  of 
Tevenge,  till  the  day  of  a  proceflion,  when  a  furious 
band  of  confpiratois  difperfed  the  unarmed  mul- 
titude, md  affaulted  with  blows  and  wounds  the 
fax:»ed  pcrfon  of  the  pope.  But  their  enterprife 
qn  Iiis  life  or  liberty  was  difappointed,  perhaps  by 
their  own  confufion  and  remorfe.  Leo  was  left 
for  dead  on  the  ground  ;  on  his  revival  from  the 
iwoon,  the  efFe£t  of  his  lofs  of  blood,  he  |-ecovered 
liis  fpeech  and  fight ;  and  this  natural  event  was 
improved  to  the  miraculous  reftoration  of  his  eyes 
and  tongue,  of  which  he  had  been  deprived,  twice 
deprived,  by  the  knife  of  the  affaffins^'.    From 

90  Every  new  pope  is  admoniflied— *«  Sandle  Pater,  non  videbis 
•^  annos  Pfetri,**  twenty  five  years.  On  th«  whole  leries  the  average 
h  about  eight  years— a  fhbrt  hope  for  an  ambitious  cardinal. 

9'  The  aflurance  of  Anaftafius  (torn.  iii.  pars  i.  p.  197,  198.^  is 
iui^XMted  by  the  creduUty  of  fomc  French  aniialifts ;  bat  £ginhard» 
and  other  writers  of  the  fame  age,  are  more  natural  and  fincer^. 
««  Unus  ci  occulus  panllulum  eft  liefus,"  fays  John  the  deacon  of 
Naples  (Vit»  Epifcbp.  Napol.  in  Scriptores  Muratori,  tom.i.  pars  ii. 
p.  3i».}.  Theodolphus,  a  contemjporary  blfhop  of  Orleans,  ob- 
ferves  with  prudence  (1.  Iii.  carm.  3.), 

Reddita  funt  ?  mirum  eft :  minim  eft  auferre  nequiflc. 
»;. ..  Bfttamen  in  dubio>  hinc  mirer  aut  inde  magis* 
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his  prifoD,  he  efcapcd  to  the  Vatican ;  the  duke  chap, 
of  Spoleto  haftened  to  his  refcue,  Charlemagne 
fympathifed  in  his  injury,  and  in  his  camp  of  Pa- 
derborn  in  Weftphalia  accepted  or  folicited  a 
vifit  from  the  Roman  pontiff.  Leo  repaffed  the 
Alps  with  a  commiflion  of  counts  and  bifhops, 
the  guards  of  his  fafety,  and  the  judges  of  his  in- 
nocence ;  and  it  was  not  without  reluctance,  that 
the  conqueror  of  the  Saxons  delayed  till  the  en- 
fuing  year  the  perfonal  difcharge  of  this  pious 
oiEce.  In  his  fourth  and  laft  pilgrimage,  he  was 
received  at  Rome  with  the  due  honours  of  king 
and  patrician:  Leo  was  permitted  to  purge  him- 
felf  by  oath  of  the  crimes  imputed  to  his  charge : 
his  enemies  were  filenced,  and  the  facrilegious  at- 
tempt againfl:  his  life  was  puniflied  by  the  mild 
and  infufficient  penalty  of  exile.  On  the  feftival 
of  Chrillmas,  the  lafl  year  of  the  eighth  century, 
Charlemagne  appeared  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter  ; 
and,  to  gratify  the  vanity  of  Rome,  he  had  ex^ 
changed  the  fimple  drefs  of  his  country  for  the 
habit  of  a  patrician*^*.  After  the  celebration  of 
the  holy  myfteries,  Leo  fuddenly  placed  a  pre- 
cious crown  on  his   head",    and  the  dome  re- 

5*  Twice,  at  the  requeft  of  Hadrian  and  Leo,  he  appeared  at 
Rome — ^longa  tunica  et  chlamyde  anii(5lu8,  et  calceamentis  quoqus 
Ro'j.ano  more  formatis.  Eginhard  (cxxiii.  p.  109 — 113.)  defcribes, 
like  Suetonius,  the  fimplicity  of  his  drefs,  io  popular  in  the  nation, 
that  v/hen  Charles  the  B7.1d  returned  to  France  in  a  foreign  habit, 
the  patriotic  dogs  barked  at  the  apoftate  (Gaillard,  Vic  dc  Char!c. 
magne,  tom.iv.  p.  109,). 

9J  See  Anaftaiius  (p.  199.)  and  Egmhard  (c.  xxviii.  p.  i2f-~|a8.). 
The  unction  ts  mentioned  by  Theophanes  (p.  399 r),  the  oath  by 
8i)?on!«&  (from  thf.Ordo  Romanus),  and  the  pope's  adoration  more 
antiquoriim  principum,  by  the  Annjlcs  B.riiniani  (Script.  Murator. 
torn*  ii:  pais  ii  p.  505.)* 

*  ^     founded 
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^xiAx'   ^^^*^^d  'w*^^   ^^  acdamaticMis  ^of  the    people^ 
v„-,^^.pW  ^  Long  life  and    yidory  to   Charles,    the  moft 
**  pious  Auguftus,  crowned  by  God  the  great  and 
"  pacific  emperor  of  the  Romans!*'     The  head 
and  body  of  C3iarkmagne  were  confecrated  by 
the  royal  un£lion :  after  the  example  of  tlie  Cae-» 
fars  he  was  fainted  or  adored  by  the  pontiff*;  his 
coronation  oath  reprefents  a  pronufe  to  «i»intaifl 
Ac  feith  and  privileges  of  the  church ;  and  the 
firft  fruits  were  paid  in  his  rich  offerings  to  the 
iiirine  of  the  apoftle.      In  his  famiiiar  ooriverfa- 
tion,  the  emperor  protefted  his  ignorance  of  the 
intentions  of  Leo,    which  be  would  have   difap 
pointed  by  his  abfence  on  that  memorable  day^ 
But  the  preparations  of  the  ceremony  muft  have 
difclofed  the  fecret;  and  the  journey  of  Charle- 
magne reveals  his  knowledge  and  expectation :  he 
had  acknowledged  that  the  imperial  title  was  the 
object  of  his  ambition,  and  a  Roman  fenate  had 
pronounced,  that  it  was  the  only  adequate  reward 
of  hfs  merit  and  fervices  '^ 
KcTgn  and       The  appellation  of  great  has  been  often  be^ 
ofcharie-  ftowed    and    fometimes    defei-ved,    but   Charle-^ 
^^F^D       MAGKE  is  the  only  prince  in  whole  favour   the 
768--814-    title  has  been  indiffolubly  blended  with  the  name* 


9+  This  great  event  of  the  tranflation  or  refloration  of  the  empire, 
is  related  and  difcufled  by  Natalis  Alexander  (fccul.  \x.  diflert*i. 
p.  39O-^3v70>  ^^t^  (torn.  iii.  p.  41S.S  Muratori  (Annali  d'ltatia, 
torn,  vi^  p.  3l9— 35aOj  Sigomui  (dc^Rt'gno  Ualiat,!.  iv.  Opp'.tom.iu 
p.  247—251.),  Spanheim^  (de  fidta  Tranfiatione  Imperii)y  ,Gian- 
noR«  (torn.  t.  p.  395-^405.),  St.  Marc  (Abfcgi  Chronologique,  torn,  u 
pk498— *450.)^  Gaillard  (Hid.  de  Chartemagne,  torn.  ii.  p.  fS6'^ 
446).    Almoft  aU  thefe  moderiw  have  fbmc  rdigioos  or  national 

'i  That 
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That  name,  with  the  addition  of  faints  is  infertcd  chap, 

in  the  Roman  calendar ;  and  the  faint,  by  a  rare 

felicity,  is  crowned  with  the  praifes  of  the  hifto- 

rians    and  philofophers  o£  an  enlightened  age^*« 

His  real  merit  is  doubtlefs  enhanced  by  the  bar- 

barifm  of  the  nation  and  the  times  from  which  he 

emerged :    but  the  apparent  magnitude  of  an  ob- 

ieft  is  likewife  enlarged  by  an  unequal  compa* 

rifon }  and  the  ruins  of  Palmyra  derive  a  cafual 

Ipkndour  from  the  nakednefs  of  the  furroundin^ 

defert.     Without  injuftice   to    his    fame,    I   may 

difcem  fome  blemilhes  in  the  fanftity  and  great* 

nefs  of  the   reflorer  of  the  Weftcm  empire.     Of 

his  moral  virtues,  chaftity  is  not  the  moft  con- 

fpicuous  ^* : .  but  the  public    happiiidTs  could  not 

be  materially  injured  by  his-  nine  wives  or  coii- 

cubines,    the  various   indulgence    of  meaaer   or 

more    tranfient    amours,    the    multitude    of   hi& 

baftards  whom  he  bellowed  on  the  church,  and 

the  long  celibacy  and  licentious  manners  of  bis 

95  By  Mably  (Obfcrvations  fur  THifto-re  de  France),  VoltaJre 
(Hiftoire  Gcnerale),  Robertfon  (Hiftory  of  Charles  V.)i  and  Mon- 
tefquicu  (Efpritdes  Loix,  I.  xxxi.  c.  18.).  In  the  year  1781,  M. 
Gaillard  publifhed  his  Hiitoire  de  Charlemagne  (in  4  vols»in  11"^  }» 
which  i  have  freely  and  profitably  ufed.  The  author  ii  a  man  of 
fenf<e.  and  hutnaoity ;  and  his  work  is  laboured  with  indultry  and 
elegance.  But  I  have  likewife  e<amiAed  the  original  monuments 
Ot  the  reijgns  of  Pepin  and  Charlemagne^  in  the  v**^  voluisie  of  the 
Hiltoiians  of  France. , 

^^  The  vifion  of  Wcltin,  con>po(ed  by  a  monk,  eleven  years  after 
the  death  of  Charlemagne*  fhewo  him  in  purgatory,,  with  a  iruHure^ 
who  is  pci-petually  gnawing  the  guilty  nr.ember,  while  the  reft  of  his 
b(xly,  the  emblem  of  his  virtues,  is  found  and  pcrfcft  (fee  Gaillard, 
tiqa.  ii.  p.  J17— 3<>c.). 

daughters/ 
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^mjx.^*  daughters  \  whom  the  father  wa^  fufpefteS.  or 
loving  with  too  fond  a  paflion.  I  (hall  be  fcarcely 
permitted  to  atcufe  the  amtition  of  a  conqueror  J 
but  in  a  day  of  equal  retribution,  the  foils  of  his 
brother  Carloman,  tHe^  Merovingian  princes  o( 
Aquitain,  and  the.  four  thoufand  five  hundred 
Saxons  wh6  were  beheaded  oii  tKe  fame  fpot; 
would  have  fomething  to  allege  againfl  the  juilice 
and  humanity  of  Charleniagne.  His  treatment 
of  the  vanquifhed  Saxons  ^'  was  an  abufe  of  the 
right  of  conqueft;  his  laws  were  not  lefs  fan- 
guinary  than  his  arms,  slnd  in  the  difcuffion  of 
his  motives,  whatever  is  fubtrafted  from  bigotry' 
mufl  be  imputed  to  temper.  The  fedentary 
reader  is  amazed  by  his  inceffant  aftivity  of  inind 
and  body  ;  and  his  fubjefts  and  enemies  were  not 
lefs  aftoniihed  at  his  fudden  prefence,  at  the  mo- 
ment  when  they  believed  him  at  the  moft  diflant 
extremity  of  the  empire ;  neither  peace  nor  War, 
nor  fummernor  winter,  were  a  feafon  of  repofe : 
and  our  fancy  cannot  eafily  reconcile  the  annals  of 
his  reign  with  the  geography  of  his  expeditions* 

97  The  marriage  of  Eginhard  with  Imma,  d;uighter  of  Charlc* 
.»agne,  is,  in  my  opinion,  ftifficicntly  rciiited  by  the  frohrum  and 
fitf^iciQ  that  fuUied  thefe  fair  damfcla,  without  excepting  his  own 

wife  (c  xix.  p.  9: — 100.  cum  Notis  SchnainckeJ.     The  hulbfand 
mufl  have  been  too  ftrong  for  the  hiflorian. 

98  Befides  the  maflTacres  and  traiifmigrations,  the  pain  of  death" 
vra^  pronounced  again  ft  the  following  crimes:    |.  The  refufal  of 
baptifm.    2.  The  falfe  pretence  of  baptifm.    3.  A  relapft  to  ido-  • 
latry.    4.  The  murder  of  a  prieft  or  bifhop.     5.  Human  facrifices. 
6.  Eating  meat  in  Lent.    But  every  prime  mi^ht  be  expiated  by 
baptifm  or  pemncc(Gaillard,  torn,  ii,  p.  241— a^.;.):  andthe  Chrif*'' 
tian  Saxons  bec^^me  the  friends  and  equals  ot  the  Franks  (Stniv. 
Corpus  Hift.  German'csB,  p.  isj.)* 

4  Buf 
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But  this  zGdyky  was  a  national  rather  than  a  per-  ^xLix.^  • 
fonal   tirtue;    the  vagrant  life  of   a  Frank  was 
fpent  in  the  chafe,  in  pilgrimage,  in  military  ad* 
ventures;    and  the  joumies  of  Charlemagne  were 
diftinguifhed  only  by  a  more  numerous  train  and 
a  more  important  purpofe.     His  military  renown 
muft  be  tried  /by  the  fcrutiny  of  his  troops,  his 
enemies,  and  his  adions.     Alexander  conquered 
with  the  arms  of  Philip,  but  the  two  heroes  who 
preceded    Charlemagne,    bequeathed    him    their 
name,    their  examples,   and  the  companions    of 
their  victories*    At  the  head  of  his  veteran  and 
fuperior  armies,  he  oppreffed  the  favage  or  dege- 
nerate nations,  who  were  incapable  of  confede- 
rating for  their  common  fafety:  nor  did  he  ever 
encounter  an  equal  antagoniil  in  numbers,  in  dif- 
dpline,  or  in  arms.    The  fcience  of  war  has  been 
loft  and  revived  with  the  arts  of  peace;  but  his 
campaigns  are  not  illuflrated    by  any  (lege   or 
battle  of  Angular  difficulty  and  fuccefs;  and  he' 
might  behold,  with  envy,  the  Saracen  trophies  of 
his  grandfather.    After  his  Spanifh  expedition,  his. 
rear-guard  was  defeated  in  the  Pyrenaean  moim- 
tains ;  and  the  foldlers,  whofe  fituation  was  irra^ 
trievabie  and  whofe  valour  was  ufelefs,  might  ac-* 
cufe,  with  their  lait  breath,  the  want  of  ikill  or 
caution  of   their  general*'.      I  touch  with  re- 
verence the  laws  of  Charlemagne,  fo  highly  ap- 

99  In  this  a^lon  the  famous  Rutland,  Rolando,  OrlaadOy  wa$ 
flain-^um  pluribus  aliis.  Sec  the  truth  in  Eginhard  (c.  9.  p.  51-— 
56.)>  and  the  fable  in  an  ingenious  Supplement  of  M.  Gaillard 
(torn.  iti.  p.  474-)*  '^^c  Spaniards  are  too  proud  of  a  vidory  wbici^ 
hiftory  afcribes  to  the  Oa^con^,  and  romance  to  the  Saracens. 
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CHAP,    plauded  by  a  refpeftable  judge.     They  compofe 
not  a  fyftem,  but  a  feries^  of  occafional  and  mi- 
nute edifts,  for. the  correftion  of  abufes,  the  re- 
formation of  manners,  the  ceconomy  of  his  farms, 
the  care  of  his  poultry,  and  even  the  fale  of  his 
eggs.     He  wiflied  to  improve  the  laws  and  the 
charafter  of  the  Franks ;  and  his  attempts,  how- 
ever feeble  and  imperfeft,  are  deferving  of  praife : 
the  inveterate  evils  of  the  times  were  fufpended  or 
mollified  by  his  government*^;    but  in  his  infti- 
tutions  I   can  feldom   difcover  the  general  views 
and  the  immortal  fpirit  of  a  legiflator,  who  fur- 
vives  himfelf  for  the  benefit  of  pofterity.     The 
union  and   (lability  of  his  empire  depended  on 
the  life  of  a  fingle  man:   he  imitated  the  dan- 
gerous practice  of  dividing  his  kingdoms  among 
his  fons  ;  and,  after  his  numerous  diets,^  the  whole 
conftitution  was  left  to  fluftuate  between  the  dif- 
orders  of  anarchy  and  defpotifm.     His  efteem  for 
the  piety  and  knowledge  of  the  clergy  tempted 
him  to  entruft  that -afpiring  order  with  temporal 
dominion  and  civil  jurifdiftion  ;  and  his  fon  Lewis, 
when  he  was  ftripped  and  degraded  by  the  bifliops, 
might  accufe,  in  fome  meafure,  the  imprudence 
'  of  his  father.     His  laws  enforced  the  impofition 
of  tithes,  becaufc  the  daemons- had  proclaimed  in 
the  air  that  the  -  default  of  payment  had  been  the 
caufe  of  the  laft  fcarcity  *°'.     The  literary  merits 

of 

*  t 

»oo  Yet  Schmidt,  from  the  Jjefi:  authorities,  rcprefehts  the  iptc- 
,  fior  difordcrs  and  opprcflion  gf  his  reign  (Hift.  des  AUemandSy 
torn.  ii.  p.  45 — 49O' 

>o»  Omnis  homo  ex  fua  proprictate  Icgitimam  decimam  ad  ccclc- 
fiam  coiiferat.     ExpcrimenU  enim  didicimus^  ia  anno^  quo  ilia 

valid* 
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er  Charlemagne  are  attefted  by  the  foundation  of  chap. 
fchools,  the  introduftion  of  arts^  the  works  which 
were  publiflied  in  his  name,  and  his  familiar  con- 
neftron  with  the  fubjeds  and  ftraftgers  whom  he 
invited  to  his  court  to  educate  both  the  prince 
and  people.  His  own  ftudies  were  tardy,  la* 
borious^  and  imperfeft;  if  he  fpoke  Latin,  and 
underftood  Greek,  he  derived  the  rudiments  of 
knowledge  from  converfation,  father  than  from 
books ;  and,  in  his  mature  age,  the  emperor 
ftrove  to  acquire  the  pradtice  of  writing,  which 
every  peafant  now  learns  in  his  infancy  '°*«  The 
grammar  and  logic,  the  mufic  and  aftronomy,  of 
the  times,  were  only  cultivated  as  the  handmaids 
of  fuperftition ;  but  the  curiofity  of  the  humaii 
taind  muft  ultimately  tend  to  its  improvement, 
'  and  the  encouragement  of  learning  reflefts  the 
pureft  and  moft  pleafing  luftre  on  the  charader  of 
Charlemagne  "'\     The  dignity  of  his  perfon'°*, 

the 

valida  fames  irtepfit,  ebtillire  vaciias  annortas  adscmonibustferonitas, 
ict  voces  exprobationjs  auditas.  Such  is  the  decree  and  afTcrtidn  of  the 
great  Council  oF  Frankfort  (canon  xxv.  tom.ix.  p.  lojO-  Both  ScU 
den  (Ilift.  of  Tithet;  Works,  vol.  iii.  part  ii.  p.  1^46.)  and  Mou-' 
tefquieu  (£fprit  des  Loix,  1.  xxati.  c.  la.)  repfefent  Charlemagne  ai 
the  firft  h^ai  author  of  tithe s.  Such  obligations  have  country  gen . 
tlewen  to  his  memory! 

«oz  Eginhard  (c  aj.  1>.  119.)  clearly  afHrmsj  tentabit  et  fCribcre 
...  fed  parum  profpere  fucccflit  Ubor  pr&pofterus  et  fero  inchoatut. 
The  moderns  have  perverted  and  coiTe<aeJ  this  obvious  meaning, 
and  the  title  of  M.  Gaillard's  Difltrtation  (torn.  iii..  p.  247— 3i6o-> 
betrays  his  partiality. 

»®3Sec  Gaillard,  torn;  iii.  p.  138— X76.  and  Schmidt,  torn,  ii, 
p.  ffti— 129. 

>*>♦  M  Gaillard  (torn,  iii  p.  37i.)^xcs  the  true  ftature  of-Charle-- 
ttM^gne  {fee  a  D-ffertation  of  Marquard  Freher  ad  calcem  Eginhart;  .  ^  v 

p.  2jo,  &c.)^at  five  feet  nine  inches  of  French,  about  fix  feet  on« 
wch  aad  a  fourth  Englifh  meafure.    The  romance  writers  have  in- 
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CHAP,   the  length  of  his  reign^  the  profperity  of  his  aims, 

i^  ^-^-  'j  the  vigour  of  his  government,  and  the  reverence 
of  diftant  nations,  diftinguifh  him  from  the  royal 
crowd;  and  Europe  dates  a  new  xra  from  his 
reftoration  of  the  Wefton  exhpire. 

Extent  of        That  empire  was  not  unworthy  ef  its  title***; 

S  «^'  and  fome  of  the  faireft  kingdoms  of  Europe  were 
the  patrimony  or  conqueft  of  a  prince,  who  reigned 
at  the  fame  time  in  France,  Spain,  Italy,  Ger- 
many, and  Hungary'**.  I.  TTie  Ronian  pro- 
vince of  Gaul  had  been  transformed  into  the  name 
and  monarchy  of  Fra^tce  ;  but,  in  the  decay  of 
the  Mero^ingian  line,  its  limits  were  contraded 
by  the  independence  of  xht  Britcfu  and  the  revolt 
of  Aquitain.  Charlemagne  purfued,  and  confined, 
the  Britons  on  the  fhores  of  the  ocean;  and  that 
ferocious  tribe,  whofe  origin  and  language  are  to 
different  from  the  French,  was  chaftifed  by  the 
impofition  of  tribute,  hoftages,  and  peace.  After 
a  long  and  evafive  conteft,   the  rebellion  of  the 

crcafed  it  to  eight  fee€»  and  the  giant  wai  endowed  with  natchlefs 
Hrength  and  appetite:  at  a  fingle  ftroke  of  his  good  fword  Jojfevfe^ 
he  cot  afunder  an  horfeman  andi  his  horfe;  at  a  fingle  repaft  he  de- 
voured a  goofe^  two  fowls,  a  quarter  of  mutton ,  Itc. 

'«j  Sec  the  conciie»  but  correft  and  original,  work  of  d'AnviUe 
(Etatf  formes  en  Europe  apr^  la  Chute  dc  TEmpirc  Roiiiain  es  Ocr 
cidenty  Parts»  1771 »  in4.to),  whofe  map  includes  the  empire  of 
Charlemagne ;  the  different  parts  are  Htuftrated,  by  Valefius  (Noti- 
tia  Gatli«ptan}  for  France,  Bereiti  (Dificftatio  Chorographica)  for 
Italy,  de  Marca  (Marca  Hifpanica)  for  Spaun.  For  the  middle 
geography  of  Germany,  I  coafefs  myfelf  poor  and  deftitute. 

'•^  After  a  brief  relation  of  hu  wars  and  conqdefts  (Vit.  CaroL 
c*  5— T40>  Egitlhard  recapitulates,  in  a  few  words  (c.  15.),  the 
countries  fubjed  to  his  empire.  Struvios  (Corpus.  I^ft.  German, 
p.  tiS-»i49.^  has  inlerted  in  his  Notes  the  texts  of  the  old  Chro* 
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dukes  of  Aquitain  was  puniihed  by  die  forfeiture  of  ^^^  P- 

thdr  province,  dieir  liberty,  and  their  lives.    Harlh 

and  rigorous  would  have  been  fuch  treatment  of 

ambidous  governors,  who  had  too  faithfully  copied 

the  mayors  of  the  palace.  But  a  recent  difcovery  '^ 

has  proved  that  thefe  unhappy  princes  were  the  laft 

and  lawful  heirs  of  the  blood  and  fceptre  of  Clovis, 

a  younger  branch,  from  the  brother  of  Dagobert, 

of  the  Merovingian  houfe.     Their  ancient  king* 

dom  was  reduced  to  the  dutchy  of  Gafcogne,  to 

the  counties  of  Fefenzac  and  Armagnac,  at  the 

foot  of  the  Pyrenees ;  their  race  was  propagate^  till 

the  beginning  of  the  ^teenth  century ;.  and,  after 

furviving  thdr  Carlovingian  tyrants,  they  were  re- 

ferved  to  feel  the  injuitice,  or  the  favours,  of  a 

third    dynafly.    By    the    re-imion    of   Aquitain, 

France  was  enlarged  to  its  prefent  boundaries,  with 

the  additions  of  the  Netherlands  and  Spain,  as  far 

as  the  Rhine.    II.  The  Saracens  had  been  expelled   ^paiiu 

from  France  by  the  grandfather  and  father   of 

Charlemagne;  but  they  ftill  poffeffed  the  greateft 

part  of  Spain,  from  th6  rock  of  Gibraltar  to  th^ 

Pyrenees.    Amidfl:  their  civil  divifions,  an  Arabiao 

emir  of  Saragofla  implored  his  prote6ion  in  the 

diet  of  Paderbom.     Charlemagne  undertook  th^ 

expeditipii,  reftored  the  emir,   and,   without  dif- 

«»y  Of  a  charter  granted  to  the  mopaftcry  of  A^^on  (A.  D.  845) 
by  Charles  the  Bald,  which  deduces  this  royal  pedigree.  I  doubt 
whether  fome  fubfequent  links  of  the  ix^h  and  x«^  centuries  arc 
equally  firm ;  yet  the  whole  is  approved  and  defended  by  M  Qail- 
lard  (torn*  ii.  p.  60— 8  k  203— ao^),  who  affirms,  that  the  family  of 
Montefquieu  (not  of  the  prefident  de  Montefquieu)  is  defcended  in 
the  female  line,  from  Clotaire  ai3i4  ClQviSTan  innocent  pretepfion  I 

.  N3  tinflion 
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^XLV^  tinftion  of  faith,  impartially  crufli^d  the  refiftaiiM 
V^-v^  of  the  Chriilia&s^,  and  rewarded  the  obedience  and 
fervice  of  the  Mahometans.  In  his  abfence  he 
inftituted  the  Spanijb  march  ^""^^  which  extended 
from  the  Pyrenees  to  the  river  Ebro :  Barcelona 
was  the  refidcnce  of  the  French  governor ;  he  prf* 
fefled  the  counties  of  Roufillm  and  Qatahnia ;  an4 
}jhe  infant  kingdoms  of  Navarre  and  Jrrapn  wer<? 
Italy.  fubjcft  to  his  jurifdiflion,  JIJ.  As  king  of  the 
Lombards,  and  patrician  of  ^pme,  he  r€igae4 
over  the  greatcft  part  of  It>a^y  *%  a  traO:  of  a 
thouland  miles  from  the  Alps  to  the  borders  of 
Calabria.  The  dutchy  of  ^ncverOum^  a  Lombard 
fief,  had  fpre4d,  at  the  expencQ  of  the  Grgeks,  over 
the  modem  kingdom  of  Naples^  But  Arrechis, 
the  reigning  duke,  refufcd  to  be  included  in  the 
Uavcry  of  his  country;  afTumed  the  independensfe 
title  of  prince  j  and  oppofed  his  fword  to  the  Car- 
lovingian  monard^y^  His  defence  wa^  firm,  his 
fubmiflion  was  not  inglorious,  and  the  emperor 
was  content  with  an  eafy  tribute,  the  demolition  of 
his  fortrefles,  and  the  acknowledgment,  on  hi$ 
coins,  of  a  fupreme  lord*  The  artful  flattery  of 
his  fon  Grimoald  added  the  appellation  of  father^ 
but  he  alTerted  his  dignity  wjth  prudence,  and  Bene* 

108  The  governors  or  counts  of  the  Spanifh  march  revolted  from 
^  Charles  the  Simple  about  the  year  900 ;  and  a  poor  pittance,  the 
Roulillon,  has  been  recovered  in  1642  by  the  kings  of  Frsjnce  (Loq* 
gucrue,  Defcription  de  la  France,  tom.  i.  p.  aio-riiz.).  Tet  the 
Roulillon  contains  iSS,9oofubjedt8t  and  annually  pays  %,5oo/)oo 
livrcs  (Necker,  Adminiftration  des  Finances,  toni.  i.  p.  ayS— 279.)  \ 
more  people  perhaps^  and  doubtlefs  more  money,  than  the  inarch 
pf  Charlemagne. 

r^  Schmidt,  Hift.  it%  4Uemand8>  tom.  ii.  p.  20Oi  &c. 

yentuiHt 
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vcntum  infenfibly  efcaped  from  the  French  yoke  "**.  c  H  a  P. 
IV.  Charlemagne  was  the  firft  who  united  Germanv  vi^ijJ^L/ 
under  the  fame  fceptre.  The  name  of  Oriental  Ocnnany. 
France  is  preferved  in  the  circle  of  Franconia; 
and  the  people  of  Heffe  and  Thuringia  were  recently 
incorporated  with  the  vidors,  by  the  conformity 
of  religion  and  government.  The  Alemannl^  fo 
formidable  to  the  Romans,  were  the  faithful  vaiSds 
and  confederates  of  the  Franks ;  and  their  country 
was  infcribed  within  the  modem  limits  of  Alface^ 
Swabid^  and  Switzerland.  The  Bavarians^  with 
a  fimilar  indulgence  of  their  laws  and  manners^ 
were  lefs  patient  of  a  matter :  the  repeated  treafons 
of  TafiUo  juftified  the  abolition  of  her  hereditary 
dukes ;  and  their  power  was  Alfred  among  the 
counts,  who  judged  and  guarded  that  important 
frontier.  But  the  north  of  Germany,  from  the 
Rhine  and  beyond  the  Elbe,  was  ftill  hoftile  and  Pa- 
gan ;  nor  was  it  till  after  a  war  of  thirty-three  years 
that  the  Saxons  bowed  under  the  yoke  of  Chrift  and 
of  Charlemagne;  The  idols  and  their  votaries  wer^ 
extirpated :  the  foundation  of  eight  biflioprics,  of 
Munfterj  Olhaburgh, '  Paderborn,  and  Minden, 
of.  Bremen,  Verden,  Hildelheim,  and  Halfcerftadt, 
define,  on  either  fide  of  the  Wefer,  the  bounds  of 
ancient  Saxony ;  thefe  epifcopal  feat$  w^re  the  firft 
fchools  and  cities  of  tMt  favage  land ;  and  the  re- 
ligion and  humanity  of  t}ie  children  atoned,  in  fome 
degree,  for  the  maffacre  of  the  parents.  Beyond 
the  Elbe,  the  Slavic  or  Sclavonians,  of  fimilar 
planners  and  various  disnpminations,    ovprfpread 

|io  See  Giannene,  torn.  i.  p.  3749  37^.  and  the  Annals  of  Muratoru 

N4  *  tht 
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CHAP,  the  modem  dominions  of  Pruf&a,  Pobnd,  and 
Bohemia,  and  fome  tranfient  marks  of  obedience 
have  tempted  the  French  hiftorian  to  extend  the 
empire  to  the  Baltic  and  the  Viftula.  The  con- 
queft  PC  jconverfion  of  thofe  countries  is  of  a  more 
recent  age  ;  but  the  firft  union  of  Bohemia  with  thjB 
Qermanic  body  may   be   juftly  afcribed  to  th^ 

Hungary,  afflis  of  Charleniagne.  V*  He  retaliated  on  the 
Avars,  or  Huns  of  Pannonia,  the  fame  calamities 
which  they  had  inflifted  on  the  nations*  Th^r 
rings,  the  wooden  fortifications  which  encircled 
their  diftrifts  and  villages,  were  broken  down  by 
the  triple  effort  of  a  French  army,  that  was  poure4 
iijto  their  country  by  lanjl  and  water,  through 
the  Carpathian  moimtains  and  along  the  plain  of 
the  Danube*  After  a  b|oQdy  conflidt  qf  eight 
years,  the  Idfs  of  fome  French  generals  was 
avenged  by  the  flaughter  of  the  mod  noble  Huns : 
the  relics  of  the  nation  fubmitted :  the  royal  re- 
fidence  of  the  chagan  was  left  defolate  and  un-* 
known:  and  the  treafures,  the  rapine  of  two 
himdred  and  ^y  years,  enriched  the  vi^orious 
troops,  or  decorated  the  churches  of  Italy  and 
Gaul"'.  After  the  redu&ion  pf  Pannonia,  the 
empire  of  Charlemagne  'jya?  bounded  only  by  the 
conflux  of  the  Danube  with  the  Teyfs  and  the 
Save :  the  provinces  of  Iftria,  Libumia,  and  Dal- 

T»»  Qnot  praclia  in  eo  gcfta !  quantum  fanguTiiig  effufum  fit  I 
Teltattrr  vacua  omni  habrtsttonc  Pannonia»  ct  ]ocus  in  quo  rcgu^ 
Cagani  fuit  i|a  dcA;rtus»  ut  ne  veflig^'um  qi^idem  humanae  ^bita- 
tun\6  appareat.  Tota  in  hoc  bcllo  Hunnorum  nobilitat  periit,  tota 
gtofia  dccidit,'  omnis  pccunia  ct  cpngcfli  cz  Ibn'go  teinpore  thciauri 
dircpti  font.  ' 

matia. 
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matia,  were  an  eafy,  though  unprofitable,  accef*   ^^^T* 
fion ;   and  it  was  an  effe&  of  his  moderation,  that   \_   j    '^ 
he  left  the  maritime  cities  under  the  real  or  nomi- 
nal foverdgnty  of  the  Greeks^     But  thefe  diftant 
pofiefiions  added  more  to  the  reputation  than  to  the 
power  of  the  Latin  emperor ;  por  did  he  rifk  any 
ecclefiaftical  foundations  to  reclaim  the  Barbarians 
from   their  vagrant  life  and  idolatrous  worfhip. 
Some  canals  of  communication  between  the  rivers, 
the  Saone   and  the  Meufe,  the   Rhine  and  the 
Danube,  were  faintly  attempted  "^    Their  execu- 
tion would  have  vivified  the  empire  ;  and  more  coft   * 
and  labour  were  often  wafted  in  thjs  ftru^re  of  a 
cathedral. 

ff 

If  we  retrace  the  outlines  of  this  geographical   His  neigh- 
pi^re,  it  will  be  feen  that  the  empire  of  the  J|®^j  *"^ 
Franks  extended,  between  eaft  anJ  weft,  from  the 
Ebro  to  the  Elbe  or  Viftula  j  between  the  north 
and  fouth,  from  the  dutchy  of  Beneventum  to  the 
river  Eyder,  the  perpetual  boundary  of  Germany 
and  Denmark^      The  perfonal  Imd  political  im-    * 
portance  of  Charlemagne  was  magnified  by  the 
diftreis  and  divifion  of  the  reft  of  Europe.    The 
iilands  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  were  difputed 
by  a  crowd  of  princes  of  Saxon  or  Scottifh  origin ; 
and,  after  the  lofs  of  Spain,  the  Chriftian  and  Go- 

'»*  The  jun^on  of  the  Rhine  and  Danube  was  ufldertaken  only 
for  the  fervice  of  the  Pannonian  war  (Gaillard»  Vie  de  Charlemagne, 
jtom.  11.  p.  31a— 315.).  The  canal,,  which  would  have  been  only 
t^o  leagues  in  Ungtb,  and  of  which  fome  traces  are  ftill  extant  in 
Svvabia^  was  interrupted  by  exccflive  rains,  military  avocations,  and. 
f^iperftitious  fears,  (Schaepfli^s  Hift.  de  I'Academie  des  Infcriptions, 
torn,  xviii.    p.  156.      Molil^ina  fluviorum,   &c.    jungendorum, 

thic 
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CHAP,  thic  kingdom  of  Alphonfo  the  Chafte,  was  con- 
fined to  the  narrow  range  of  the  Afturian  nxoun- 
tains*  Thefe  petty  fovereigns  revered  the  power 
or  virtue  of  the  Carlovingian  monarch,  implored 
.  the  honour  and  Tupport  of  his  alliance,  and  ftyled 
him  their  common  parent,  the  fdle  and  fupfeme 
emperor  of  the  Weft**\  He  maintained  a  more 
equ^l  intercourfe  with  the  caliph  Harun  al  Ra- 
Ihid  "^,  whofe  dominion  ftretched  from  Africa  to 
India,  and  accepted  from  his  ambaffadors  a  tent,' 
$1 '  water-clock,  an  elephant,  and  the  keys  of  the 
holy  fepulchre.  It  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  the 
private  friendfhip  of  a  Frank  and  an  Arab,  who 
were  ftrangers  to  each  other's  perfon,  and  language, 
and  religion :  but  their  public  correfpondenccT  was 
founded  on  vanity,  and  their  remote  fituation  left 
J  no  room  for  a  competition  of  intereft.  Two* 
thirds  of  the  Weftern  empire  of  Rome  were  fubjeft; 
to  Charlemagne,  and  the  deficiency  was  amply 
fupplied  by-  bis  command  of  the  inacceffible  or 
•  invincible  nation$  of  Germany.  But  in  the  choice 
of  his  enemies,  we  may  be  reafonably  furprifed 
that  he  fo  often  preferred  the  poverty  of  the  north 
to  the  riches  of  the  fouth.  The  three-and-thirty 
campaigns  laborioufly  confumed  in  the  woods  and 
moraffes  of  Germany,  would  have  fufficed  to  aflert 

»»3  Sec  Eginhard,  c.  i6.  and  Gaillard,  torn.  ii.  p.  361 — 3S5,  who 
mentions,  with  a  loofc  refcrenqe,  the  intercoqrfe  of  Charlemagne 
and  Egbert,  the  emperor's  gift  of  his  own  fword,  and  the  modeft 
anfwcr  of  his  Saxon  difciple.  The  anecdote,  if  genuine,  would 
have  adorned  our  EnglilK  hi  ft  ones. 

"4  The  corrcfpondencc  is  mentioned'only  in  the  French  annals, 
and  the  Orientals  are  ignorant  of  the  caliph's  friendfhip  for  the 
Chrtftian  </o^— a  polite  appellatipn,  which  Harun  bcftows  on  the 
emperor  of  tlie  Greeks. 
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the  amplitude  of  his  title  by  the  expuUion  of  the  c  h  A  F. 
Greeks  from  Italy  and  the  Saracens  from  Spain*  i J^!^ 
The  weaknefs  of  the.  Greeks  \vould  have  enfured 
an  eafy  viftory :  and  the  holy  cruiade  againft  the 
Saracens  would  have  been  prompted  by  glory  and 
revenge,  and  loudly  juftified  by  religion  and  policy. 
Perhaps,  in  his  expeditions  beyond  the  Rhine  an4 
the  Elbe,  he  afpired  to  fave  his  monarchy  from 
the  fate  Y>f  the  Roman  empire,  to  difarm  the  ene« 
mes  of  civilized  fociety,  and  to  eradicate  the  feed 
of  fature  emigrations.  But  it  has  been  wifely  ob- 
ferved,  that  in  a  light  of  precaution,  all  ccoiqueil 
imill  be  ineffectual,  unlefs  it  could  be  imiverfal; 
fince  the  increafing  circle  muft  be  involved  in  a 
larger  fphere  of  hoftility"\  The  fubjugation  ci 
Germany  withdrew  the  veil  which  had  fo  long  con- 
cealed the  continent  or  iilands  of  Scandinavia  from 
Ae  knowledge  of  Europe,  and  awakened  the  tor- 
pid courage  of  their  barbarous  natives.  The 
fierceft  of  the  Saxon  idolaters  efcaped  from  the 
Chriilian  tyrant  to  their  brethren  of  the  north ;  the 
Ocean  and  Mediterranean  were  covered  with  their 
piratical  fleets;  and  Charlemagne  beheld  with  a. 
figh  the  deftruftive  progrefs  of  the  Normans,  who, 
in  lefs  than  feventy  years,  precipitated  the  fall  of 
his  race  and  monarchy. 

Had  the  pope  and  the  Roma^is  revived  the  pri-  ccflbraT 
mitive  conftitution,  the  titles  of  emperor  and  ^^'^' 
^ugu(lu8  were  conferred  on  Charlemagne  for  the  in  luiy ; 

i«  Gaillard,  torn.  ii.  p.  361—365.  471—476.  491.  I  have  bor- 
.jrowed  his  judicious  remarks  on  Charlemagne^s  plan  of  conqueft, 
and  the  judicious  diftinAion  of  his  enemies  of  the  &rft  snd  the 
i^pnd  enctinte  (torn.  11.  p.  1S4.  509,  Sec). 
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CHAP. 

XLtX. 

91 1  in  Ger- 
many i  987 
in  France. 


AD.Iij. 


Lewii  the 
Piou?, 
A.D. 


term  of  his  life ;  and  his  fiicceflbrs,  on  each  va- 
cancy, muft  have  afcended  the  throne  by  a  formal 
or  tacit  eledion.    But  the  ailbciation  of  his  fon 
Lewis  the  Pious  aflerts  the  independent  right  of 
monarchy  and  conqueft,  ^md  the  emperor  feems 
on  this  occafion  to  have  fbrefeen  and  prevented  the 
latent  claims  of  the  clergy.    The  ropl  youth  was 
commanded  to  take  the  crown  from  the  altar,  and 
with  his  own  hands  to  place  it  on  his  head,  as  a 
gift  which  he  held  from  God,    his  father,  and 
the  nation  "^    The  fame  ceremony  was  'repeated, 
though  with  lefs  energy,  in  the  fubfequen^  afibcia^ 
tions  of  Lothaire  and  Lewis  the  fecond ;  the  Car- 
lovihgian  fceptre  was  tranfmitted  from  father  to 
fon.  in  a  lineal  defcent  of  four  generations ;  and  the 
ambition  of  the  popes  was  reduced  to  the  empty 
honour  of  crowning  and  anointing  tliefe  here^ytary 
princes  who  were  already  invefted  with  itheir  power 
and  dominion.      The  pious  Lewis  furvived    his 
brothers,  and  embraced  the  whole  empire  of  Char- 
lemagne;   bttt  the  nations  and  the  nobles,   his 
biihops  and  his  children,   quickly  difcemed  that 
this  mighty  mafs  was  no  longer  infpired  by  the 
fame  foul ;  and  the  foundations  were  undermined 
to  the  centre,  while  the  external  f urface  was  yet  fair 
and  entire.    After  a  war,  or  battle,  which  con** 
fumed  one  hundred  thoufand  Franks,  the  empire 

i*^  Thegan,  the  biographer  of  Lewis»  relates  this  coronation ;  and 
Baronius  has  honeftly  tranfcribed  it  (A.  D.  S13,  N^  ij.  Sec.  See 
Oaillardt  torn,  ii,  p.  5069  507*  50S.},  howfoever  adverfe  to  the  claims 
of  the  popes.  For  the  feries  of  the  Carlovingtans,  fee  the  hiftorilins 
of  France^  Italy,  and  Gerntany ;  Pfcffcl,  Schmidt,  Velly,  Muratori, 
and  even  VoitairCy  whole  pidures  are  fometimes  juft  and  always 
fleaiiag. 


was 
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was  divided  by  treaty  between  his  three  fons,  who 
had  violated  every  filial  and  fraternal  duty.    The 
kingdoms  of  Germany  and  France  were  for  ever 
feparated;    the  provinces  of  Gaul,  between  the 
Rhone  and  the  Alps^  the  Meufe  and  the  Rhine, 
were  affigned,  with  Italy,  to  the  Imperial  dignity 
of  Lothaire.    In  the  partition  of  his  (hare.  Lor- 
raine  and  Aries,  two  recent  and  tranfitory  king- 
doms, were  beftowed  on  the  younger  children; 
and  Lewis  the  fecond,  his  eldeft  fon,  was  content 
with  the  realm  of  Italy,  the  proper  and  fufficient 
patrimony  of  a  Roman  emperor.    On  his  death 
without  any  male  iflue,  the  vacant  throne  was  dif» 
puted  by  his   uncles  and  coufins,  and  the  popes 
moft  diexteroufly  feized  the  occafion  of  judging  the 
claims  and  merits  of  the  candidates,  and  of  beftow* 
ing  on  the  mod  obfequious  or  moft  liberal,  the 
Imperial  office  of  advocate  of  the  Roman  church. 
The  dregs  of  the  Carlovingian  race  no  longer  ex- 
hibited any  fymptoms  of  virtue  or  power,  and  the 
ridiculous  epithets  of  the  bald^  the  Jtammerery  the 
faiy  and   the  Jimple^   diitinguifhed  the  tame  and 
uniform  features  of  a  crowd  of  kings  alike  deferv* 
ing  of  oblivion.     By  the  failure  of  the  collateral 
branches,    the    whole    inheritance    devolved    to 
Charles  the  Fat,  the  laft  emperor  of  his  family ; 
his  infanity  authorifed  the  defer tion  of  Germany, 
Italy,  and  France :  he  was  depofed  in  a  diet,  and 
folicited  his  daily  bread  from  the  rebels,  by  whofe 
.contempt   his  life  and   liberty  had  been  fpared. 
According  to  the  meafure  of  their  force,  the  govern- 
ors, the  bifhops,  and  the  lords,  ufurped  the  frag- 
ments of  the  falling  empire ;  and  fome  preference 

was 
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e  H  A  P.   vfz$  ilievrti  to  the  female  or  illegitimate  blood  of 

XLrIX 

Charlemagne.     Of  tbe  greater  part^  the  title  and 
poiTeffion  were  alike  doubtful,  and  the  merit  was 
adequate  to  the  contrafted  fcale  of  theil*  dominions* 
Thofe.  who  could  appear  with  an  army  at  the  gates 
of  Rome  were  crowned  emperors  in  the  Vatican  j 
but  their   modefty  was   more  frequently  fatisfied 
with  the  appellation  of  kings  of  Italy ;   and  ths 
•     whole  term  of  feventy-four  years  may  be  deemed 
a  vacancy,  from  the  abdication  of  Charles  the  Fat 
vto  the  eftablifhment  of  Otho  the  firft. 
othokfng       Otho  "'  was  of  the  noble  race  of  the  dukes  of 
in?ny  re-     Saxony }  and  if  he  truly  defcended  from  Witikind, 
ap^oprf^    the  adverfary  and  profelyte  of  Charlemagne,  thd 
w  V^^       pofterity  of  a  vanquilhed  people  was  exalted  to 
empire,       reign  over  their  conquerors.     His  father  Henry 
A.D.962.   ^^  Fowler  was  elefted,  by  the  fuffrage  of  the 
nation,  to  fave  and.inftitute  the  kingdom  of  Ger- 
many.    Its  limits*'*  were  enlarged  on  every  fidd. 
^.by  his  fon,  the  firfl:  and  grcateft  of  the  Othos.    A 
portion  of  (5aul  to  the  weft  of  the  Rhine,  along 
the  banks  of  the  Meufe  and  the  Mofelle,  \vas  af- 
figned  to  the  Germans,  by  whofe  blood  and  Ian- 

»!/  He  was  the  fon  of  Ottio,  the  fon  of  Ludolph,  in  whofe  favour 
the  clutchy  of  Saxony  had  been  inflituted,  A,  D.  8'g.  Ruotgerus^ 
the  biographer  of  a  St.  Bnino  (BiWjot.  Bunavianje  Catalog,  torn.  iiL 
vol.  ix.  p.  679),  give$  a  fplendid  chara(5tcr  of  his  family.  Atavoruna  ' 
.  a^avi  ufque  ad  homimmv  mcmoriam  omnes  nobilidimi ;  niillus  in 
eomm  ftirpe  ignbtus,  nullus  dcgener  facile  rcperitur  (aptid  Stru- 
vJuip^  Corp.  Hift.  German*  p*ai6.).  Yet  Gundlipg  (in  Henrico 
Aucupe)  is  not  fatisfied  of  hib  defcent  from  Witikind. 

u8  ;,ee  the  treatife  of  Conr^Hgius  (de  Finibus  Imperii'  Germanicf, 
FranQofurt.  1680,  in  4.'") :  he  reje^R  the  extravagant  and  improper 
fcalc  of  the  Roman  and  Carloyingian  empires,  and  difcufles  with  mo- 
• .  dtratioB  the  rights  of  Germany,  her  vaffab,  and  her  neighbours. 

^  •  guagc 
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juage  It  ha3  been  tinged  fince  the  time  of  Casfar  ^^^  j^^,?- 
and  Tacitus.  Between  the  Rhine,  the  Rhone,  and  t_.-^-0 
the  Alps,  th€  fucceffors  of  Otho  acquired  a  vain 
fupremacy  over  the  broken  kingdoms  of  Burgundy 
and  Aries.  In  the  north,  Chriftianity  was  propa- 
gated by  the  fword  of  Otho,  the  conqueror  and 
apoftle  of  the  Slavic  nations  of  the  Elbe  and  Oder ; 
the  marches  of  Brandenburg  and  Slefwick  were 
fortified  with  German  colonies  ;  and  the  king  of 
Denmark,  the  dukes  of  Poland  and  Bohemia, 
confeffed  themfelves  his  tributary  vaflals.  At  the. 
head  of  a  viftorious  army,  he  pafled  the  Alps, 
fubdued  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  delivered  the  pope, 
and  for  ever  fixed  the  Imperial  crown  in  the  nam^ 
and  nation  .  of  Germany.  From  that  memorable' 
cera,  two  maxims  of  public  jurifprudence  were  in- 
troduced by  force  and  ratified  by  time.  I.  That 
the  prince  who  was  elefted  in  the  German  diet, 
acquired  from  that  inftant  the  fubject  kingdoms 
of  Italy  and  Rome.  II.  But  that  he  might  -not 
legally  affume  the  titles  of  emperor  and  Auguftus, 
till  he  had  received  the  crown  from  the  hands  of 
the  Roman  pontiff"'^.  ^ 

The  imperial  dignity  of  Charlemagne  was  an-   Ti-anfic- 
nounced  to  the  Eaft  by  the  alteration  of  his  ftyle  ;    ^rXln^''' 
and  inftead  of  fainting  his  fathers,  the  Greek  em-   a«dEaftcr« 
perors,    he  prefumed   to  adopt  the   more  equal 

"9  1  he  power  of  cuftom  forces  me  to  number  Conrad  I.  anrf 
Henry  I-  the  Fowler,  in  the  lift  of  emperor?,  a  title  which  was  never 
affumed  by  thofe  kings  of  Germany.  The  Italians,  Muratori  for 
initance,  are  more  fcrupulous  and  correct,  and  oaly  reckon  tbt 
priBces  wbo  have  been  crowued  at  Rome. 

and 
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CH  A  P.   jind  femiliar  appellation  of  brother  '*".     Perhaps  in 
his  connexion  with  Irene  he  afpired  to  the  name 
of  hufband :  his  embafly  to  Conftantinople  fpoke 
the  language  of  peace  and  friendfhip,  and  might 
conceal  a  treaty  of  marriage  with  that  ambitious 
princefs,  who  had  renounced  the  mod  facred  duties 
of  a  moth^«   The  nature,  the  duration,  the  pro- 
bable confequences  of  fuch  an  union  between  two 
difiant  and  diflbnant  empires,  it  is  impoffible  to 
conjedure ;  but  the  unanimous  (ilence  of  the  Latins 
may  teach  us  to  fufpe£t,  that  the  report  was  in- 
vented by  the  enemies  of  Irene^  to  charge  her  with 
the  guilt  of  betraying  the  church  and  ftate  to  the. 
ftrangers  of  the*  Weft  "*.     The  French  ambaffa-, 
^ors  were  the  fpedators,  and  had  nearly  been  the 
vidims,  of  the  confpiracy  of  Nicephorus,  and  the 
national  hatred.     Conftantinople  was  exafperated 
.  by  the  treafon  and  facrilege  of  ancient  Rome :.  a 
proverb,  *'  That  the  Franks  were  good  friends  and 
"  bad  neighbour3,*'  was  in  every  one's  mouth ; 
but  it  was  dangerous  to  provoke  a  neighbour  who 
might  be  tempted  to  reiterate,  in  the  church  of  St. 
Sophia,  the  ceremony  of  his  Imperial  coronation. 
After  a  tedious  journey  of  circuit  and  delay,  the 

i»»  Inviafam  tamcn  fufccpti  nominit  (C.  P.  impcratoribus  fupcr 
hoc  indignantibus  magni  tulit  paticntta,  ricitque  eorum  contuma* 
ciam  . . .  mittcndo  ad  coi  crebas  Icgationcs,  et  in  epiftolis  fratres  cos 
appcllando.  Egbhard,  c.  aS.  p.  ii8.).  Perhaps  it  was  on  their 
•ccornit  that,  like  Auguftus,  he  affeded  fomc  rcludancc  to  receive 
the  en«pire. 

■•«  Theophanet  fpeaks  of  the  coronation  and  undHon  of  Charles, 
K.ap*»X?io,-  (Chronograph,  p.  399.),  and  of  his  treaty  of  marriage 
with  Irene  (p.  40a  ),  which  is  unknown  to  the  Latins.  Gaillard  re- 
Utes  hhi  tranfa(fti#ns  with  the  Greek  empire  (torn.  ii.  p.  446— 468.). 

ambaf- 
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fimbaffadors  of  Nicephorus  found  him  in  his  camp, 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Sala  j  and  Charlemagne 
afFeded  to  confound  their  vanity  by  difplaying^  in 
a  Franconian  village,  the  pomp,  or  at  leaft  tfie 
pride,  of  the  Byzantine  palace*".  The  Greeks 
were  fucceflively  led  through  four  halls  of  audi- 
ence :  in  the  firft,  they  were  ready  to  fall  proftrate 
before  a  fplendid  perfonage  in  a  chair  of  ftate,  till 
he  informed  them  that  he  was  only  a  fervant,  the 
conftable,  or  mafter  of  the  horfe  of  the  emperon 
The  fame  miftake,  and  the  fame  anfwer,  were 
repeated  in  the  apartments  of  the  count  palatine^ 
the  fteward,  and  the  chamberlain  j  and  their  im- 
patience was  gradually  heightened,  till  the  doors 
of  the  prefence-chamber  were  thrown  open,  and 
they  beheld  the  genuine  monarch,  on  his  throne, 
enriched  with  the  foreign  luxury  which  he  defpifed^ 
and  encircled  with  the  love  and  reverence  of  his 
viOiorious  chiefs.  A  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance 
was  concluded  between  the  two  empires,  and  the 
limits^  of  the  Eaft  and  Well  were  defined  by  the 
right  of  prefent  pofleflion.  But  the  Greeks  "^  foon 
forgot  this  humiliating  equality,  or  remembered '  it 
only  to  hate  the  Barbarians  by  whom  it  was  extort- 
ed.    During  the  fhort  union  of  virtue  and  power, 

I"  Gaillard  very  pFopcrly  obfcrvep,  that  this  pageant  was  a  farce 
fuitable  to  children  only.;  but  that  it  wa»  indeed  reprefcnted  in  the 
prefcnce,  and  for  the  benefit,  of  children  of  a  larger  growth. 

"3  Compare,  in  the  original  texts  coUeded  by  Pagi  (torn,  vu 
A.  D.  812,  NO  7.  A.  b.  824,  No  10,  Sec),  the  contraft  of  Charle- 
raagne  and  his  fon :  to  the  former  the  ambafladors  of  Michael  (who 
were  indeed  difavowed)  more  fuo,  id  eft  lingua  Graeca  Jatidcs  dix- 
erunt,  inaperatorem  euni  et  BxaiMa,  appcUantesj  to  the  latter, 
Focato  imperatori  Francorum,  &c. 

VoJL.  IX.  O  they 
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^XLUC^'  they  refpeftfully  faluted  the  augujl  Charlemagne 
with  the  acclamations  of  baftleus^  and  emperor  of 
the  Romans.  As  foon  as  thefe  qualities  were  fe- 
parated  in  the  perfon  of  his  pious  fon,  the  Byzan- 
tine letters  were  infcribed,  '^  To  >he  king,  or,  as 
*'  he  ftyles  himfelf,  the  emperor  of  the  Franks  and 
**  Lombards."  When  both  power  and  virtue  were 
extinft,  they  defpoiled  Lewis  the  fecond  of  his  he- 
reditary title,  and,  with  the  barbarous  appellation 
of  rex  or  rega^  degraded  him  among  the  crowd  of 
Latin  princes.  His  reply  "*  is  expreffive  of 
his  weaknefs :  he  proves,  with  fome  learning,  that 
both  in .  facred  and  profane  hiflory,  the  name  of 
king  is^  fynonymous  with  the  Greek  word  bajileus  : 
if,  at  Conftantinople,  it  were  aflumed  in  a  more  ex- 
clufive  and  imperial  fenfe,  he  claims  from  his  an- 
ceftors,  and  from  the  pope,  a  juft  participation  of 
the  honours  of  the  Roman  purple.  The  fame  con- 
troverfy  was  revived  in  the  reign  of  the  Othos ;  and 
their  ambaffador  defcribes,  in  lively  colours,  the 
infolence  of  the  Byzantine  court  "^  The  Greeks 
aflfefted  to  defpife  the  poverty  and  ignorance  of 

the  Franks  and  Saxons  ;  and  in  their  laft  decline, 

• 

"*+.  Sec  the  epiftic,  in  Paralipomena,  of  the  anonyrnous  writer  of 
Salerno  (-Script.  Ital.  torn.  ri.  pars  ri.  p.  243 — 254.  c.  93 — lO?.)*  whom 
B.ironins  (A.  D.  ^71,  N^  51— 71  )  miftook  for  Erchcmpert,  when  he 
tranfcribed  it  in  his  Annals. 

**5  ipfe  enim  vos,  non  imperatorem^  id  eft  B^urtTuA  faa  lingua,  fed 
ob  indignationem  P»!y&,  id  eft  re^^em  no.'ha  vocabat  (Liutprand,  ir 
Legat  in  Script.  Ital.  torn.  ii.  pars  i.  p.  479-)-  The  pope  had  ex- 
horted Nicephorus,  emperor  of  the  Creeks^  to  make  peace  with 
Otho,"theaugiift  emperor  of  the  Romans — qu«  infcriptio  fccundum 
Graecos  peccatria  ct  temeraria  ....  imf^eratorem  inquiunt,  ««/- 
•nterfakm^  Rvwanorum,  Ju£;tiflum,  mflgnum,  folumy.  Micephorum 
(p.486.>     •    . 

j^efided 
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refufed  to  proftitute  to  the  kings  of  Germany  the  ^JJ  f^^* 
title  of  Roman  emperors.  u— v— j 

Thefe  emperors,  in  the  eleftion  of  the  popes.  Authority 
continued  to  exercife  the  powers  which  had  been  perors  in 
aflumed  by  the  Gothic  and  Grecian  princes ;  and  ^i^^^g  ^^f 
the  importance-  of  this  prerogative  increafed  with  the  popes, 
the  temporal  eftate  and  fpiritual  jurifdidion  of  the  —1060. 
Roman  church.  In  the  Chriftiah  ariftocracy,  the 
principal  members  .of  the  clergy  ftill  formed  a  fe- 
nate  to  aflift  the  adminiftration,  and  to  fupply  the 
vacancy  of  the  bifhop.  Rome  was  divided  into 
twenty-eight  parifhes,  and  each  parifh  was  go- 
verned by  a  cardinal-prieft,  or  prefbyter,  a  title 
which,  however  common  and  modeft  in  its  origin, 
has  afpired  to  emulate  the  purple  of  kings.  Their 
number  was  enlarged  by  the  affociation  of  the 
feven  deacons  of  the  moft  confiderable  hofpitals,  the 
feven  palatine  judges  of  the  Lateran,  and  fome  digni- 
taries of  the  church.  This  ecclefiaftical  fenate  was 
diredled  by  the  feven  cardinal-biflbops  of  the  Ro- 
man province,  who  were  lefs  occupied  in  the 
fuburb  diocefes  of  Oftia,  Porto,  Velitrs,  Tuf- 
culum,  Praenefte,  Tibur,  and  the  Sabines,  than 
by  their  weekly  fervice  in  the  Lateran,  and  their 
fuperior  fhare  in  the  honours  and  authority  of  the 
apoftolic  fee.  On  the  death  of  the  pope,  thefe 
biftiops  recommended  a  fucceffor  to  the  fufFrage 
of  the  college  of  cardinals  "'',  and  their  choice  was 

ratified 
• 

^'^  The  origin  and  progrefs  of  the  titl^  of  cardinal'  may  be  found 
in  Thomaflin  (Difcipline  de  VEgKfe,  torn,  i  p.  1161—1298.),  ]Wu- 
ratori  (Anti.quitat.  Italiac  M^dii  JEfi,  torn.  vi.  diflert.  Ixi.  p.  159— 

Oa  i8a.)» 
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c  H  At>.  ratified  or  rcjefted  by  the  applaufe  or  clamour  of 
the  Roman  people.     But  the  eleftion  was  imper- 
fefl: ;'  nor  could  the  pontiflF  be  legally  confecrated 
till  the  emperor,  the  advocate  of  the  church,  had 
gracioufly  fignified  his  approbation  and  confent. 
The  royal  commiffioner  examined,   on  the  fpot, 
the  form  and  freedom  of  the  proceedings ;  nor  was 
it,  till  after  a  previous  fcrutiny  into  the  qualifi- 
cations  of  the  candidates,    that  he  accepted    an 
oath  of  fidelity,  and  confirmed  the  donations  which 
had  fucceffively    enriched    the    patrimony    of  St. 
Peter.     In  the  frequent  fchifms,  the  rival  claims 
were  fubmitted  to  the  fentence  of  the  emperor ;  and 
in  a  fynod  of  biihops  he  prefumed  to  judge,  to  con- 
V    demn,  and  to  punifh,  the  crimes  of  a  guilty  pontifi^. 
Otho  the  firft  impofed  at  treaty  on  the  fenate  and 
people,  who  engaged  to  prefer  the  candidate  moft 
acceptable  to  his  majefty"^;    his  fucceflbrs  anti- 
cipated or  prevented  their  choice :  ^they  beftowed 
the  Roman  benefice,    like  the  bifhoprics  of  Co- 
logne or  Bamberg,  on  their  chancellors   or  pre- 
ceptors; and  whatever  might  be  the  merit  of  a 
Frank  or  Saxon,  his  name  fufficiently  attefts  the 
interpofition  of  foreign  power.     Thefe  afl:s  of  pre- 

182.),  and  Mofheim  (Inftitut.  Hift.  Ecclcf.  p.  345—347.),  who  ac- 
curately remarks  the  forms  and  changes  of  the  elt^iftion  The  car- 
dkial  bifliops,  fo  hii^hly  exalted  by  Peter  Damianus,  are  funk  to  a 
level  with  the  reft  of  the  facred  college. 

'^7  Firmiter  jurantes,  nunquam  fc  papam  ele^uros  aut  ordtnatu- 
ro8,  praeter  confenfum  et  elcdionem  Othonis  et  filii  fui  (Liutpiind, 
1.  ^ii,  c.  6.  p.  4720-  Thj«  important  conce^Tion  may  cither  fupply 
or  confirm  the  decree  of  the' clergy  and  people  of  Rome,  fo  fiercely 
rcjedled  by  Baroniu;,  Pagi,  and  Muratori  (A.  D.  964),  and  fo  well 
defended  and  explained  by  St.  Marc  (Abrege,  torn.  ii.  p.  SpS-— 8i6. 
^  torn.  lY.  p.  1167— 1185.)-    Confult  that  hi(toncal  critic,  and  the 

AnnaU  of  Muratori,  for  the  cleiftion  and  confirmatioa  of  each  pope. 

rcJgative 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  197 

rogative  were  moft  fpecioufly  excufed  by  the  vices  ^^j^' 
of  a  popular  eledion.  The  competitor  who  had  «_  -^-  _f 
been  excluded  by  the  cardinak,  appealed  to  the 
paffions  or  avarice  of  the  multitude :  the  Vatican 
and  the  Lateran  were  ftained  with  blood  ;  and  the 
moft  powerful  fenators,  the  marquiffes  of  Tufcany 
and  the  counts  of  Tufculum,  held  the  apoftolic  fee 
in  a  long  and  difgraceful  fervitude.  The  Roman  Difordcri, 
pontiffs,  of  the  ninth  and  tenth  centuries,  were 
infulted,  imprifoned,  and  murdered,  by  their 
tyrants ;  and  fuch  was  their  indigence  after  the  lofe 
and  ufurpation  of  the  ecclefiaftical  patrimonie$, 
that  they  could  neither  fupport  the  ftate  of  a  prince, 
nor  exercife  the  charity  of  a  prieft"%  The  in- 
fluence of  two  fifter  proftitutes,  Marozia,  aad 
Theodora,  was  founded  on  their  wealth  and  beauty, 
their  political  and  amorous  intrigues :  the  moft 
ftrenuous  of  their  lovers  were  rewarded  with 
the  Roman  mitre,  and  their  reign  "^  may 
have    fuggefted  ^  to     the    darker    ages  ''*^    the 

fable 

M*  The  oppreflRon  and  vices  of  the  Roman  church  in  the  x^  cen- 
tury ar«  ftrongly  painted  in  the  hif^ory  and  legation  of  Liutprand 
(fee  p.  44.0.  450.  471 — 476, 479>  &cO>  3nd  it  is  whimfical  enough 
to  obferve  Muratori  tempering  the  inveAives  of  BaroQiu>  againft 
the  popes.  But  thefe  popes  had  been  ehofen;  not  by  the  cardinal  , 
but  by  lay-patrons.  ,    . 

«*9  The  time  of  pope  Joan  (pfipiffu  Joanna)  is  placed  fomcwhat 
earlier  than  Theodora  or  Marozia  ;  and  the  two  years  of  her  Ima- 
ginary reign  are  forcibly  inferted4)etween  Leo  IV.  and  Benedi<ft  III. 
But  the  contemporary  Anaftafiiis  indilfolubly  links  the  death"  of  Leo 
and  the  elevation  of  Bepedift  (iilico,  mox,  p.  247.) :  arid  the  accurate 
chronology  of  Pagi,Muratori,  and  Leibnitz,  fixes  both  events  to 
the  year  857. 

'3*^  The  advocates  for  pope  Joan  produce  one  hundred  and  fifty 
fritncfles,  or  rather  echoes,  of  the  xiv«^,  ivt^,  and  xvi*"*  centuries*. 
They  bear  tcftimony  againft  tbemfdvcs  and  tkc  legend,  by  mutti- 

O  3  plying 
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^XLU^*  ^^^^^  "'  ^^  ^  ^^^^^  P^P^  "*•     '^^^  baftard  fon,  the 
grandfon  and  the  great  grandfon  of  Marozia^  a  rare 

genealogy,  were  feated  in  the  chair  of  St.  Peter,  and 

it  was  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  that  the  fecond  of 

thefe  became  the  head  of  the  Latin  church.     His 

youth  and  manhood  were  of  a  fuitable  complexion ; 

and  the  nations  of  pilgrim§  could  bear  teftimony  to 

the  charges  that  were  urged  againft  him  in  a  Roman 

fynod,  and  in  the  prefence  of  Otho  the  great.     As 

,  John  XIL  had  renounced  the  drefs  and  decencies 

of  his  profeffion,  the  foldier  may  not  perhaps  be 

difhonoured  by  the  wine  which  he  drank,  the  blood. 

that  he  fpilt,  the   flames  that  he  kindled,  or  the 

licentious  purfuits  of  gaming  and   hunting.      Hi* 

open  fimony  might  be  the  confequence  of  diftrdfs : 

plying  the  proof  that  fo  curious  a  ftory  mujl  have  been  repeated  by 
Writers  of  eVery  dcfcript.on  to  whom  it  was  known.  On  thofe  of 
the  ix^"*  and  x^^  centuries,  the  recent  event  would  have  fialhcd  with 
a  double  iorce.  Would  Phot  us  have  (pared  fuch  a  reprcaCh  ?  Could 
Liutprand  have  mifled  fuch  fcandal?  It  is  fcarcely  worth  while 
to  difcuts  the  various  readinszs  of  "Martinus  Polonu?,  Sigebcrt  of 
Geuiblours,  or  even  Marianus  Scotus ;  but  a  moft  palpable  forgery 
is  the  pafiage  of  pope  JodU,  which  has  been  foifted  into  Ibme  MSS. 
and  editions  or  the  Roman  Anaftafius. 

»?'  h^falfe^  it  delervee  that  name  j  but  I  would  not  pronciince  it 
incredible.  Suppofe  a  famous  French  chevalier  of  our  own  times  to 
have  been  bom  in  Italy,  and  educated  in  the  church,  inflead  of  the 
army:  bsr  merit  or  fortune  might  have  raifed  her  to  St.  Pcttr's 
chair;  her  amours  would  have  been  natural}  her  delivery  in  the 
itreets  unlucisy,  but  not  improbable. 

'3*  Till  the  uformation,  the  tale  vvas  repeated  and  believed  with-i 
out  offence  }  and  J^ian  s  female  Itatue  long  occupied  her  place  among 
the  popes  in  the  cathedral  of  Sienna  (Pagi,  Crtica,  torn.  iii.  p.  614 
— 6z6.;.  She  has  been  annihilated  by  two  learned  proteflants, 
Blondel  and  Rayle  (Didtionaire  Critique,  Papessb,  Polonus, 
Blondel)  j  but  their  brethren  were  fcandalifed  by  this  equitable 
and  generous  cvittcifm.  Spanheim  and  Lenfant  attenipt  to  fave  this 
poor  engine  of  contrqverfy;  and  even  Moihcim  condefcciids  to 
cberiih  fome  doubt  and  fufpicion  (p.  a8y.). 

and 
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and  his   blafphemous  invocation  of  Jupiter    and  chap. 
Venus,  if  it  be  true,  could  not  poffibly  be  ferious.   •^    ^    [j 
But  we  read  with  fome  furprife,  that  the  worthy 
grandfon  of  Marozia  lived  in  public  adultery  with 
the  matrons  of  Rome ;  that  the  Laf  eran  palace  was 
turned  into  a  fchool  for  proftitution,  and  that  his 
rapes  of  virgins  and  widows  had  deterred  the  fe 
male  pilgrims  from  vifiting  the  tomb  of  St.  Peter, 
left,  in  the  devout  ad,  they  fhould  be  violated  by 
his  fucceffor  "^     The  proteftants  have  dwelt  with 
malicious  pleafure  on  thefe  charaders  of  anti-chrift ; 
but  to  a  philofopl\ic  eye,  the  vices  of  the  clergy 
are  far  lefs  dangerous  than  their  virtues.     After  a  Reforma. 
long  feries  of  fcandal,  the  apoftolic  fee  was  reform-  eiaimTof 
ed  and  exalted  by  the  aufterity  and  zeal  of  tJre-  thcchurch, 
gory  Vn.     That  ambitious  monk  devoted  his  life  1073,  &c. 
to  the  execution  of  two  projefts.     I.  To  fix  in  the 
college  of  cardinals  the  freedom  and  independence 
of  eledion,  and  for  ever  to  abolifli  the  right  or 
ufurpation  of  the  emperors  and  the  Roman  people, 
n.  To  beftow  and  refume  the  Weftern  empire  as 
a  fief  or  benefice  '^*  of  the  church,  and  to  extend 

»33  Latcranenfe  palatium  ....  proftibulum   meretricdm 

Teftis  omnium  gentium,  praeterqu'am  Romanorum,  abfentia  mu- 
lierum,  qua  fandorum  apoftolorum  limina  orandi  gratia  timcnt 
viferc,  cum  nonnullas  ante  dies  paucos,  hunc  audien'nt  conjugatas 
vjduas,  virgines  vi  oppreffific  (Liutprand,  Hift.  1.  vi.  c.  6.  p  471, 
See  the  whole  affair  of  John  XII.  p.  471 — 47^-)- 

'H  A  new  example  of  the  mifchicf  of  equivocation  is  the  benefidum 
(Ducauge,  torn,  i  p.  617,  &c.)  which  the  pope  conferred  on  the 
emperor  Frederic  I.  fince  the  Latin  word  may  fignify  either  a  legal 
fief,  or  a  iimple  favour,  an  obligation  (we  want  the  word  b'tenfait). 
Sec  Schmidt,  Hitt.  des  Allemanda,  torn.  iii.  p.  393—408.  Pfelfel, 
Abrege  Chronologique,  torn.  i.  p.  229. 2196. 317. 324.  420. 430.  500* 
505.  jo9,&c.). 

O  4  his 
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^XLuc^'  his  temporal  dominion  over  the  kings  and  king^ 
S^-vr^ii^  doms  of  the  earth.     After  a  conteft  of  fifty  years, 
the  firll  of  thefe  defigns  was  accomplilhed  by  the 
firm  fupport  of  the  ecclefiaftical  order,  whofe  li- 
berty was  conne£ted  with  that  of  their  chief.     But 
the  fecond  attempt,  though  it  was  croVned  with 
fome  partial  and  apparent  fuccefs,  has  been  vigor- 
oufly  refifted  by  the  fecular  power,  and  finally  ex- 
tinguifhed  by  the  improvement  of  human  reafon. 
Authority       In .  the  revival  of  the  empire  of  Rome,  neither 
pcrors  in     the  bifliop  nor  the  people  could  beftow  on  Charle- 
Komc.       magnc  or  Otho,  the  provinces  which  were  loft,  as 
they  had  been  won,  by  the  chance  of  arms.     But 
the  Romans  were  free  to  chufe  a  matter  for  them- 
felves  J  and  the  powers  which  had  been  delegated 
to  the  patrician,  were  irrevocably  granted  to  the 
French  and  Saxon  emperors  of  the  Weft.    The 
broken  records  of  the  times'^*  preferve  fome  re- 
membrance of  their  palace,  their  mint,  their  tri- 
bunal,   their   cdids,    and    the  fword  of  juftice, 
which,  as  late  as  the  thirteenth  century,  was  de- 
rived from  Caefar  to  the  praefeQ:  of  the  city*^®, 
Between  the  arts  of  the  popes  and  the  violence  of 
^  the  people,  this  fupremacy  was  crufhed  and  anni- 
•  hilated.     Content  with  the  titles  of  emperor  and 
Auguftus,  the  fucceffors  of  Charlemagne  neglefted 
to  affert  this  local  jurifdiftion.      In  the  hour  of 

"5  For  the  hiftory  of  the  emperors  in  Rome  and  Italy,  fe'c  Sigo- 
plus,  de  Regno  Italia; ;  Opp.  torn.  ii.  with  the  Notes  of  Saxius,  and 

•  the  Annals  of  Muratori,  who  might  refer  more  diftindly  to  the 

*  authorsof  his  great  colledion. 

ij6  See  the  Diff^rtation  of  Lc  Blanc  at  the  end  of  his  Treatife  dcs 
Momicfyes  de  France,  in  which  he  produces  fome  Roman  coins  of 
^he  French  emperors.  '  ■ 

^  proljperity, 
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profpcrity,  their  ambition  was  diverted  by  more  chap. 
alluring  objedts ;  and  in  the  decay  and  divifion  of  y-^.^^^ 
the  empire,  they  were  oppreffed  by  the  defence 
of  their  hereditary  provinces.  Amidft  the  ruins  of  Revolt  of 
Italy,  the  famous  Marozia  invited  one  of  the  ufurp-  ^^^*^ 
ers  to  afffime  the  charafter  of  her  third  huiband  -, 
and  Hugh,  king  of  Burgundy,  was  introduced  by 
her  fadtion  into  the  mole  of  Hadrian  or  caflle  of  St. 
Angelo,  which  commands  the  principal  bridge  and 
entrance  of  Rome.  Her  fon  by  the  firft  marriage, 
Alberic,  was  compelled  to  attend  at  the  nuptial 
banquet  ;  but  his  reludlant  and  ungrateful  fervice 
was  chaftifed  with  a  blow  by  his  new  father.  The 
blow  was  produftive  of  a  revolution.  ''  Romans,'* 
exclaimed  the  youth,  **  once  you  were  the  mafters 
of  the  world,  and  thefe  Burgundians  the  moft 
abjeft  of  your  flaves.  They  now  reign,  thefe 
<*  voracious  and  brutal  favages,  and  my  injury  is 
^*  the  commencement  of  your  fervitude  "^"  .  The 
alarum-bell  rung  to  arms  in  every  quarter  of  the 
city ;  the  Burgundians  retreated  with  hafte  and 
fliame ;  Marozia  was  imprifoned  by  her  vidorious 
fon  ;  and  his  brother,  pope  John  XI.  was  reduced 
to  the  exercife  of  his  fpiritual  funftions.  With  th« 
title  of  prince,  Alberic  poffeffed  above  twenty 
years  the  government  of  Rome,  and  he  is  faid  to 
have  gratified  the  popular  prejudice,  by  refloring 

1^7  Romanorum  aliquant!©  fervi,  fciMcct  Burgundiones,  Romanii 
impcrcnt  ?• . . .  Komanx  urbis  dignitas  ad  tantam  eft  ftultitiam  dudta, 
lit  merctricum  etiam  imperio  pareat?(Liutprand,  1.  iii.  c.  12.  p.  450.), 
Sigonius  (1.  vi.  p.  4oo.).po(itively  affirms  the  renovation  of  the  con* 
iiillhip ;  but  in  the  old  writers  Albericus  is  more' frequently  ftyled 
princeps  S-omai^orum. 

•the 
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CHAP,    the  c^c€,  or  at  Icaft  the  title,  of  confuls  iad  tri- 
'     bunes.    His  fon  aiid  h^ir  OftaviaH  affumed,  with 
the  pontificate,  the  name  of  John  XII. ;  like  his 
^  predeceflbr,    he  was   provoked  by  the  Lombarcl: 
j^-inces  to  feek  a  deliverer  for  the  church  and  re- 
public }  and  the  fervices  of  Otho  were  rewarded 
with  the  Imperial  dignity.      Biit  the  Saxon  wa» 
iniperious,   the  Romans  were   impatient,   the  fef- 
tival  of  the  coronation  was  difturbed  by.  the  fecret 
conflia  of  prerogative  and  freedom,   and   Otho 
commanded  his  fword-bearer  not  to  ftir  from  his 
perfon,  left  he  fliould  be  affaulted  and  murdered 
Of  pope     at  the  foot  of  the  altar  '^*.      Before  he  repaffed  the 
A.  D.  967.  Alps,  the  emperor  chaftifed  the  revolt  of  the  people 
and  the  ingratitude  of  John  XII.     The  pope  was 
degraded  in  a  fynod ;  the  praefed  was  mounted 
on  ian  afs,  whipped  through  the  city,  and  caft  into 
a  dungeon ;  thirteen  of  the  moft  guilty  were  hang- 
ed, others  were  mutilated  or  baniflied ;    and  this 
fevere  procefs  was  juftified  by  the  ancient  laws  of 
Theodofius  and  Juftinian.      The  voice  of  fame  has 
accufcd  the  fecond  Otho  of  a  perfidioiis  and  bloody 
afil:,  the  maffacre  of  the  fenators,  whom  he  had 
invited  to  his  table  under  the  fair  femblance  of  hof- 
pitality  and  friendfhip  '^'.     In  the  minority  of  his 
{oti  Otho  the  third,  Rome  made  a  bold  attempt 
to   £bake  off  the    Saxon  yoke,    and  the  conful 

«i^  Ditmar^p.  354.  apud  Schmidt,  torn.  iii.  p.  439. 

»39  This  bloody  fieaft  is  defcribcd  in  Leonine  vcrfe,  in  thePaRtheon 
of  Godfrey  of  Viterbo  (Script.  Ital.  torn,  vii.  p.  436,  437),  who  flou- 
rifbed  towards  the  end  of  the  xii'h  century  (Fabriciua,  Bibliot. 
Latin,  nicd.  ct  infimi  JEvi,  tom.  iii.  p.  69.  edit.  Manft) ;  but  his  evi- 
dence, which  inr\pofed  on  Sigonius,  is  rcafonably  fufpe^ted  by 
Muratori  ( Annali, tom.  viii.  p. i77)« 

Crefcen- 
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Crefcentius  was  the  Brutus  of  the  repubKc.    From  ^  J!  j^^* 
the  condition  of  a  fubje<a  and  an  exile,  he  twice  v^^-y-Cy 
rofe  to  the  command  of  the  city,  oppreffed,  ex*  ^[ercf-"" 
pelkd,  and  created  the  popes,  and  formed  a  con-  centius, 
fpir^cy  for  reftoring  the  authority  of  the  Greek     '    *  ^^  * 
emperors.     In  the  fortrefs  of  St.  Angelo,  he  main- 
tained an  obftihate  fiege,  till  the  unfortunate  con- 
ful  was   betrayed  by  a    promife   of   fafety:    his 
.  body  was  fufpended  on  a  gibbet,  and  his  head  was 
expofed  on  the  battlements  of  the  caftle.     By  a  re- 
verfe  of  fortune,  Otho,  after  feparating  his  troops, 
was  befieged  three  days,  without  food,  in  his  pa^ 
lace ;  and  a  difgraceful  efcape  faved  him  from  the 
juflice    or    fury    of  the    Romans.     The    fenator 
Ptolemy  was  the  leader  of  the  people,   and  the 
widow  of  Crefcentius  enjoyed  the  pleafure  or  the 
fame  of  revenging  her  hulband,  by  a  poifon  which 
fhe  adminiftered  to  her  Imperial  lover.     It  was  the 
defign  of  Otho  the  third  to  abandon  the  ruder 
countries  of  the  north,  to  ercft  his  throne  in  Italy,      / 
and  to  revive  the  inftitutions  of  the  Ron^an  mo- 
narchy.    But  his  fucceflbrs  only  once  in  thdr  lives 
appeared  on  the  banks  of.  the  Tyber,  to  receive 
their  crown  in  the  Vatican  '*°.     Their  abfence  was 
contemptible^    their  prefence   odious   and    formic 
dable.     They  defcended  from  the  Alps,  at  the  head 
of  their  Barbarians,  who  were  ftrangers  and  ene- 
mies to  the  country }  and  their  tranficnt  vifit  was 

M^  Tlie  coronation  of  the  emperor,  and  fomc  original  ceremonies 
of  the  x^*^  century  are  pfcferved  in  the  Panegyric  on  Berengarius 
(Script.  Ital.  torn.  ii.  pars  i.  405 — 414.)*  illuftrated  by  the  Notes  of 
Hadrian  ValefniSy  zTnd  Leibnitz.  Sigonius^  has  related  the  whole 
procefs  of  the  Roman  expedition,  in  good  Latio,  Imt  with  fomc 
£irors  of  time  and  fa^  (L  vii.  p.  441—446*}. 

a  fcene 
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C  HAP.  a  fcene  of  tumult  and  bloodlhed  '*'.    A  faint  re- 

w—y-^  mcmbrance  of  their  anceftors  ftill  tormented  the 

Romans ;  and  they  beheld  with  pious  indignation 

the  fucceffion   of  Saxons,  Franks,  Swabians,  and 

•  '    • 

Bohemians,  who  ufurped  the  purple  and  preroga- 
tives of  the  Csefars, 
TThe  king-  There  is  nothing  perhaps  more  adverfe  to  nature 
Itaiy^  ^^^  reafon  than  to  hold  in  obedience  remote 
A-D.  774.  countries  and  foreign  nations,  in  oppolition  to 
their  inclination  and  intercft.  A  torrent  of  Bar- 
barians  may  pafs  over  the  earth,  but  an  extenfive 
empire  muft  be  fupported  by  a  refined  fyftem  of 
policy  and  oppreffion ;  in  the  centre,  an  abfolutc 
power,  prompt  in  aftion,  and  rich  in  refources ;  a 
fwift  and  eafy  communication  with  the  extreme 
parts :  fortifications  to  check  the  firft-  effort  of  re- 
bellion: a  regular  adminiftration  to  proteft  and 
punifli ;  and  a  well-difciplined  army  to  infpire  fear, 
without  provoking  difcontent  and  defpair.  Far 
different  was  the  fituation  of  the  German  Caefars, 
who  were  ambitious  to  enflave  the"  kingdom  of 
Italy.  Their  patrimonial  eflates  were  ftretched 
along  the  Rhine,  or  fcattered  in  the  provinces ; 
but  this  ample  domain  u^as  alienated  by  the  im- 
prudence or  diflrefs  of  fucceffive  princes  ;  and 
their  revenue,  from  minute  and  vexatious  prero- 
gative, was  fcarcely  fufficient  for  the  maintenance 
of  their  houfehold.  Their  troops  Vere  fortned  by 
the  legal  or  voluntary  fervice  of  their  feudal  vaf- 
.  fals,  who  paffed  the  Alps  with  reluftance,  aflTumed 

»  * 

•V,  »♦'  In  a  quarrel  at  the  coronation  of  Conrad  II.  Muratoii  takes 

leave  to  obferve-rKiovcano  ben  efltfre  allqra,  indifciplinatii  Barbaric 
e  beflia^  i  Tedefchi.    Aurfal.  torn,  viii,  p*  3^^. 

the 
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the  licence  of  rapine  and  diforder,  and  caprici-  Chap. 
oufly  deferted  before  the  end  of  the  campaign. 
Whole  armies  were  fwept  away  by  the  peftilentiai 
influence  of  the  climate ;  the  furvivors  brought 
back  the  bones  of  their  princes  and  nobles  '^*,  and 
the  effefts  of  their  own  intemperance  were  often 
imputed  to  the  treachery  and  malice  of  the  Italians,  * 
who  rejoiced  at  leaft  in  the  calamities  of  the  Bar- 
barians. This  irregular  tyranny  might  contend 
on  equal  terms  with  the  petty  tyrants  of  Italy  ;  nor 
can  the  people,  or  the  rea^der,  be  much  inte- 
refted  in  the  event  of  the  quairel.  But  in  the 
eleventh  and  twelfth  centuries,  the  Lombards  re- 
kindled the  flame  of  induflry  and  freedom ;  and 
the  generous  example  was  at  length  imitated  by 
the  republics  of  Tufcafiy.  In  the  Italian  cities  a 
municipal  government  had  never  been  totally  abo- 
liflied ;  and  their  firft  privileges  were  granted  by 
the  favour  and  policy  of  the  emperors,  who  were 
defirous  of  erefting  a  plebeian  barrier  againfl:  the 
independence  of  the  nobles.  But  their  rapid  pro* 
grefs,  the  daily  extenfion  of  their  power  and  pre- 
tenfions,  were  founded  on  the  numbers  and  fpirit 
of  thefc  rifing  communities  '^'.      Each  city  filled 

I**  After  boiling  away  the  bones.  The  caldrons  for  thatpurpofe 
were  a  ncceflary  piece  of  travelling  furniture  ;  and  a  German  who 
was  ufing  it  for  his  brother,  promifed  it  to  a  friend,  after  it  ftiould 
have  been  employed  for  himfelf  (Schmidt,  torn,  iii*  p.  413,  4^4.). 
The  fame  author  obferves  that  the  whole  Saxon  line  was  extia* 
guiihed  in  Italy(tom.  ii.  p.  440.)- 

Hi  Otho  bifliop  of  Frifingcn  has  left  ?n  important  paflagc  on  the 

Italian  cities  (1.  ii.  c.  13.  in  Script.  Ital.  torn.  vi.  p.  707— 71©.);  and 

the  rife,,progrcfs,  and  government,  of  thefe  republics  arc  perfectly 

illuftrated  by  Muratori  (Antiquitat,  Ital.  Medii  ^vi>  tom.iv.  dilTert; 

•  :dv,— 4iLp.  1—675.  Annal.  tom.viii^ix,  x.). 

the 
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CHAP,  the  mcafurc  of  her  <fiocefe  or  difti^ :  the  jurifdic- 
^n  of  the  counts  and  hilhops,  of  the  marquiffes 
pnd  counts,  was  banifhed  from  the  land :  and 
the  proudcft  nobles  were  perfuaded  or  compelled 
to  defert  their  foUtary  caftlcs,  and  to  embrace  the 
more  honourable  chara£ler  of  freemen  and  magif- 
trates*  The  kgiflative  authority  was  inherent  in 
the  general  affembly ;  but  the  executive  powers 
were  entruftjsd  to  three  confuls,  annually  chofen 
from  the  three  orders  of  captains j  valvajfors  ^^% 
and  commons^  into  which  the  republic  \^^is  di- 
vided. Under  the  proteftion  of  equal  law,  the 
labours  of  agriculture  and  commerce  were  gradu- 
ally revived  ;  but  the  martial  fpirit  of  the  Lom- 
bards was  nourifhed  by  the  prefence  of  danger ; 
and  as  often  as  the  bell  was  rung,  or  the  ftandard  *** 
ereded,  the  gates  of  the  city  poured  forth  a  nu- 
merous and  intrq>id  band,  whofe  zeal  in  their 
own  caufe  was  foon  guided  by  the  ufe  and  difcipKne 
of  arms.  At  the  foot  of  thefe  popular  ramparts, 
the  pride  of  the  Caefar^  was  overthrown ;  and  the 
invincible  genius  of  liberty  prevailed  over  the  two 
Frederics,  the  greateft  princes  of  the  middle  age : 
the  firft,  fuperior  perhaps  in  military  prowefs  ;  the 
fecond,  who  undoubtedly  excelled  in  the  fofter  ac- . 
complifliments  of  peace  and  learning. 

144  Fq-  thefe  title?,  fee  Selden  (Titles  of  Honour,  vol.  iit.  part  i. 
.p.  4S8.),  Ducange  (GloflT.  Latin,  tom.ii.  p.  140.  torn.  vi.  p.  776.) 
and  St  Marc  (Abrege  Chronologique^tom.  ii.  p  7*19. ). 

»45  The  Lombards  iqvented  and  ufed  the  caroaunij  a  ftandard 
planted  on  a  car  or  waggon,  drawn  by  a  team  of  oxen  (Dwcange, 
tom.ii,  p.  194—195.  Muratori,  Antiquitat,  tom.ii.  diff.  xxxvi. 
p.  489—4930-   .     . 

I-.  Ambi- 
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Ambitious  of   reftorinff  the  fplendouf  of  the  c  h  A  P- 
purple,,  Frederic  the  firft  invaded  the  republics  of  v--^..v-^ 
Lombardy,  with  the  arts  of  a  ftatefman,  the  valour    Frederic 
of  a  foldier,   and  the  cruelty  of  a  tyrant.     The  a^D^iij* 
recent  difcovery  of  the   pandefts  had  rene#ed   a  ""^'^* 
fcience  moft  favourable  to  defpotifm ;  and  his  venal 
advocates   proclaimed    the    emperor  the   abfolute 
mafter  of  the  lives  andi^  properties  of  his  fubjeds. 
His  royal  prerogatives,  in  a  lefs  odious  fenfe,  were 
acknowledged  in  the  diet  of  Roncaglia ;  and  the 
revenue  of  Italy  was  fixed  at  thirty  thoufand  pounds 
of  filver  '*^,  which  were  multiplied  to  an  indefinite 
demand,  by  the  rapine  of  the  fifcal  officers.     The 
obftinate  cities  were  reduced  by  the  terror  or  the  • 
force  of  his  arms  ;  his  captives  were  delivered  to 
the  executioner,  or  fhot  from  his  military  engines  ; 
and,  after  the  fiege  and  furrender  of  Milan,  the 
buildings  of  that  ftately  capital  were  razed  to  the 
ground,  three  hundred  hoftages  were  lent  into  Ger- 
many, and  the  inhabitants  were  difperfed  in  four 
villages,    under  the  yoke   of  the   inflexible  con- 
queror ^^\     But  Milan  Toon  rofe  from  her  afhes ; 
and  the  league  of  Lombardy  was  cemented  by 
diftref^  ;  their  caufe  was  efpoufed  by  Venice,  pope 
Alexander  the  third,  and  the  Greek  emperor :  the 
fabric  of  oppreffion  was  overturned  in  a  day ;  and 
in  the  treaty   of  Conftance,  Frederic  fubfcribed, 

"46  Gimlhcr  Ligurinus,  1.  viiil  584.  et  feq  apud  Schmidt,  torn.  Ui. 

p.  399-    •  . 

«47  Solus  imperator  faciem  fuam  firmavit  ut  petram  (Burcard.  de; 

'Excidio  Mediolahi,  Script.  Ital.tom.  vi.*p.  917,).    This  volume  of 

Muratori  contains;  the  original*  of  the  hiftory  of  Frederic  the  firft, 

which  muft  be  compared  with  due  regard  to  the  circumftances  and 

prejudices  of  each  German  or  Lombard  writer.  \, 

with 
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CHAP,  yi^  fome  refervations,  the  freedom  of  four-and- 
K^0^>r^  twenty  cities.     His  grandfon  contended*  with  their 
^e1^"^nd  ^^g^^^  ^^^  maturity ;  but  Frederic  the  fecond  '*' 
AD.  119S  -was  endowed  with  fome  perfonal  and  peculiar  ad- 
■^^*^?-       vantages.     His  birth  and  education  recommended 
him  to  the  Italians ;  and  in  the  implacable  difcord 
of  the  two  fa£lions,  the  Ghibelins  were  attacvied 
to   the   emperor,  while  the   Guelfs   difplayed  the 
banner  of  liberty  and  the  church.     The  court  of 
Rjome  had  flumbered,  when  his  father  Henry  th6 
fixth  was  permitted  to  unite  with  the  empire  the 
kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sicily  4    and  from  thefc 
hereditar}!^   realms,  the  fon  derived  an  ample  and 
'  .  ready  fupply  of  troops  and  treafure.     Yet  Frederic 
the  fecond  was  finally  oppreffed  by  the  arms  of  the 
Lombards  and  the  thunders  of  the  Vatican ;  his 
kingdom  was  given  to  a  ftranger,  and  the  laft  of 
his  family  was  beheaded  at  Naples  on  a  public 
fcafFoId.    During  fixty  years,  no  emperor  appeared 
in  Italy,  and  the  name  was  remembered  only  by 
the  ignominious  fale  of  the  laft  relics  of  fove-  * 
reignty. 

^"ce^'the       ^^  Barbarian  conquerors  of  the  Weft  were 

princes  of    pleafcd  to  decorate  their  chief  with  the  title  of  em- 

A.^8°4'    peror;  but  it  was  not  their  defign  to  inveft  him 

— ia5o,&c.  ^j^jj  tjig  defpotifm  of  Conftantine  and  Juftinian. 

The  perfons  of  the  Germans  were  free,  their  con- 

quefts  were  their  own,  and  their  national  charafter 

was  animated  by  a  fpirit  which  fcomed  the  fervilc 

jurifprudence  of  the  new  or  the  ancient  Rome.     It 

■ 

«4«For  the  hiftory  of  Frederic  II,  and  the  houfe  of  Swabia  at 
Naples,  fee  Giannone>  Iftoria  Civile,  lorn.  ii.  1.  ziv— -x'us. 

would 
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would  have  bceii  a  Vain  ind  dsliigefouS  attempt  to  c  H  a^  p. 
impofe  a  monarch  on  the  armed  freemen,  who  were 
impatient  of  a  magiftrate ;  on  the  bold,  who  re- 
fufed  to  obey ;  on  the  powerful,  who  afpired  to 
command.  The  empire  of  Charlemagne  and  Otho 
was  diftributed  among  the  dukes  of  the  nations  or 
provinces,  the  counts  of  the  fmaller  diftrifts,  and 
the  margraves  of  the  marches  or  frontiers,  who  all 
united,  die  civil  and  military  authority  as  it  had 
been  delegated  to  the  lieutenants  of  the  firft  Casfars, 
The  Roman  governors,  who,  for  the  moft  part, 
were  foldiers  of  fortune,  feduced  their  mercenary 
legions,  aflfumed  the  Imperial  purple,  and  either 
foiled  or  fucceeded  in  their  revolt,  without  wound- 
ing the  power  and  unity  of  government.  If  the 
dukes,  margraves,  and  counts  of  Germany,  were 
lefs  audacious  in  their  claims,  the  confequences  of 
their  fuccefs  were  more  lading  and  pernicious  to 
the  ftate.  Inftead  of  aiming  at  the  fupreme  rank^ 
they  filently  laboured  to  eftabliih  and  appropriate 
their  provincial  independence.  Their  ambition 
was  feconded  by  the  weight  of  their  eftates  and 
vaflals,  their  mutual  example  and  fupport,  the 
common  intereft  of  the  fubordinate  nobility,  the 
change  of  princes  and  families,  the  minorities  of 
Otho  the  third  and  Henry  the  fourth,  the  ambition 
of  the  popes,  and  the  vain  purfuits  of  the  fugitive 
crowns  of  Italy  and  Rome.  All  the  attributes  of 
regal  and  territorial  jurifdidion  were  gradually 
ufurped  by  the  commanders  of  the  provinces  j  the 
right  of  peace  and  war,  of  life  and  death,  of  coin- 
age and  taxation,  of  foreign  alliance  and  domeftic 
oeconomy.  Whatever  had  been  fei^ed  bj  viojience, 
Vol.  IX.  P  was 
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^vTTY^'  was  ratified  by  favour  or  diftrefs,  was  granted  a$ 
the  price  of  a  doubtful  vote  or  a  voluntary  fervice  ; 
whatever  had  been  granted  to  one,  could  not,  with- 
out injury,  be  denied  to  his.  fucceflor  or  equal ; 
^nd  every  ad  of  local  or  temporary  poffeffion  waS 
infenfibly  moulded  into  the  conftitution  of  the  Ger- 
manic kingdom.  In  every  province,  the  vifibl© 
prefence  of  the  dake  or  count  v^s  interpofed  be- 
tween the  throne  and  the  nobles  -^  tfee  fubjefls  o£ 
the  law  became  the  vaflals  of  a  privaite  chief  j  and 
the  ftandard,  which  be  received  fronv  his  fov^reign,. 
was  often,  raifed  againft  him  in  the  field*-  The 
temporal  pov/er  of  the  clergy  was  cherilhed  and 
exalted  by  the  fuperllition  or  policy  of  the  Carlo-  • 
vingian  and  Saxon  dynaflies,  who  blindly  depend- 
ed on  their  moderation  and  fidelity ;  and  the 
bifhoprics  of  Germany  were  made  equal  in  extent 
and  privilege^  fuperior  in  weajth  and  population^ 
to  the  mo(l  ample  ftates-  of  the  military  orde^*-  -As 
long  as  the  emperors  retained  the  prerogative  of 
beftowing  oil  every  vacancy  thefe  ecclefiaftic  and; 
fecular  benefices,  their  caufe  was  maintained  by  the 
gratitude  or  ambition  of  their  friends  and  favourites.. 
But  in  the  quarrel  of  the  inveftitures,  they  were  de* 
prived  of  their  influence  over  the  epifcopal  chapters ;. 
the  freedom  of  eleftion  was  reftored,  and  the  fove^ 
reign  was  reduced,  by  a  folemn  riiockery,  to  \)isjirji' 
prayers^  the  recommendation,  once  in  his  reign,  to  a' 
fmgle  prebend  in  each  church,  Thefeculargovemorsy 
inftead  of  being  recalled  at  the  will  of  a  fuperior, 
could  be  degraded  only  by  the  fentence  of  their  peers..- 
In  the  firft  age  of  the  monarchy,  the  appointment  of- 
the  fon  to  ihe  dutchy  or  county  of  his  i^tber^  was* 

•  ' '  •    foil- 
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folicited  as  a  favour  ;  it  was  gradually  obtained  as  ^^rr^' 
a  cuftom,  and  extorted  as  a  right :  the  lineal  fvic-  ^\_  -^-  r 
cefTion  was  often  extended  to  the  collateral  oV  fe- 
male branches ;  the  ftates  of  the  empire  (their  pg- 
pular,  and  at  length  their  legal,  appellation)  were 
divided  and  alienated  by  teftament  and  fale  j  and 
all  idea  of  a  public' truft  was  Ipft  in  that  of  a  private 
and  perpetual  inheritance.  The  emperor  could 
not  ev^n.  be  enriched  by  thd  caHialties  of  forfeiture 
and  extinftion  :  within  the  term  of  a  year,  he  was 
obliged  to  difpo/e  of  the  vacant  fief,  and  in  the 
choice  of  the  candidate,  it  w<is  his  duty  to  con- 
fult  either  the  general  or  the  provincial  diet. 

After  the-  death  of  Frederic  the  fecond^   Ger-    The  Ger- 
many was  left  a  monfter  with  an  hundred  heads,    conftitu- 

•  •  *  <•        '  4.* 

A  crowd  of  princes  and  prelates  difputed  the  ruins  ^^a'd. 
of  the  empire :  the  lords  of  innumerable  callles  were  ^*5®' 
lefs- prone  tp  obey,  than  to  imitate,  their  fuperiors  j 
and  according  to  the  meafure  of  their  ftrepgth^ 
^their  inceffant  hoftilities  received  the  names  of  con*- 
queft  or  robbery..  Such  anarchy  was  the  inevitable 
confequence  of  the  laws  and  manners  of  Europe  j 
W.d  the  kingdoms  of  France  and  Italy  were  fhivered 
into  fragments  by  the  violence  of  the  fame  tempeft. 
But  the  Italian  cities  and  the  French  vaiTals  were 
divided  and  deftroyed,  while  the  union  of  the  Ger-^ 
mans  has  produced,  under  the  name  of  an  empire, 
a  great  fyftem  of  a  foederative  republic.  In  the 
frequent  and  at  laft  the  perpetual  inllitution  of 
diets,  a  national  fpirit  was  kept  alive,  and  the 
powers  .  of  a  common  legiflature  are  Hill  exercifed 
by  the .  three  branches  or  colleges  of  the  eledors, 
the  princes,  and  the  free  and  Imperial  cities  of 
*'  *  Pa  Germany. 
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C  H  A  F-  Germany.  L  Seven  of  the  moft  powerful  feuda- 
tories were  permitted  to  affume,  with  a  diftinguifh- 
ed  name  and  rank,  the  exclufive  privilege  of  chufing 
the  Roman  emperor  j  and  thefe  eleftbrs  were  the 
king  of  Bohemia,  the  duke  of  Saxony,  the  mar- 
grave of  Brandenburgh,  the  count  palatine  of  the 
Rhine,  and  the  three  archbifliops  of  Mentz,  of 
Treves,  and  of  Cologne.  II.  The  college  of 
princes  and  prelates  purged  themfelvcs  of  a  pro- 
mifcuous  multitude :  they  reduced  to  four  repre- 
fentativc  votes,  the  long  feries  of  independent 
counts,  and  excluded  the  nobles  or  equeftrian 
order,  lixty  thoufand  of  whom,  as  in  the  Polifh 
diets,  had  appeared  on  horfeback  in  the  field  of 
cleftion.  III.  The  pride  of  birth  and  dominion, 
*6f  the  fword  and  theimitre,  wifely  adopted  the  con- 
mons  as  the  third  branch  of  the  legiflature,  and, 
in  the  progrefs  of  fociety,  they  were  introduced 
about  the  fame  aera  into  the  national  affemblies  of 
France,  England,  and  Germany.  The  Hanfeatic 
league  commanded  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the 
north :  the  confederates  of  the  Rhine  fecured  the 
peace  and  intercourfe  of  the  inland  country :  the 
influence  of  the  cities  has  been  adequate  to  their 
wealth  and  policy,  and  their  negative  ftill  invalidates 
*ihe  afts  of  the  two  fuperior  colleges  of  eledors  aind 
{winces**^. 

ft 

«49  ^n  the  immenfc  labyrinth  of  Wit  jus  publicum  of- Germany,  I 
Kraft  either  quote  one  writer  or  a  thoufand ;  and  I  had  rather  truft 
to  one  faithful  guide,  than  tranfcribe',  on  credit,  a  multitude  of 
npmes  and  paflagcs.  That  guide  is  M.TfefFel,  the  author  of  the 
licft  legal  and  conftitutional  biftory  that  Tknowrof  any  country 
(Nouvel  Abrcg^  Chronologique  de  lUiftDirc  et  du  Droit  Public 
d'Allenaagne,  Paris,  1776^  a  vols,  iniito),  Hisleajningandjudgipenit 

"  toavc 


M>  A. 


\ 
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It  is  in  the  fourteenth  century,  that  we  may  view  chap. 
in  the  ftf ofigeft  light  the  (late  and  contraft  of  the  v-^..^^^ 
Roman  empire  of  Germany,  which  no  longer  held,   Wf^^^ncfs 

o  '    311(1  oovcr* 

except  on  the  borders  of  the  Rhine  and  Danube,  a  ty  of  the 
fmgle  province  of  Trajan  or  Conftantinc.    Their  f^^^ 
unworthy  fucceffors  were  the  coiints  of  Hapfburgh,   Charles 
of  Naflau,  of  Luxemburgh,  and  of  Schwartzen-   1347-I 
burgh :  the   emperor  Henry  the  feventh  procured  '^^^' 
for  his  fon  the  crown  of  Bohemia,  and  his  grand- 
fon  Charles  the  fourth  was  bom  among  a  people, 
ilrange  and.  barbarous   in  the  eflimation  of   the 
Germans    themfelves  '***.     After'  the  excommuni- 
cation of  Lewis  of  Bavaria,  he  received  the  gift  or 
promife  of   the  vacant  empire  from  the  Roman 
pontiflfe,  who,  in  the  exile  and  captivity  of  Avignon, 
affcfted  the  dominion  of  the  earth.     The  death' 
of  his  competitors  united  the  eleftoral  college,  and 
Charles  was  unanimouflyfaluted  king  of  the  Ro- 
mans, .and  future  emperor :  a  title  which  in  the 
fame  age  was  proftituted  to  the  Casfars  of  Germany  - 
and  Greece,  *  The  German  emperor  was  no  more 

have  difcerned  the  moft  interefting  fsuSts ;  bis  fimple  brevity  com- 
prifes  them  in  a  narrow  fpace ;  his  chronological  order  diAributes 
them  under  the  proper  dates ;  and  an  elaborate  indent  coUe^s  them 
under  their  refpedive  heads.  To  this  work,  in  a  lefs  perfeA  fhite. 
Dr.  Robertfon  was  gratefully  indebted  for  that  mafterly  fl^etch 
which  ti'aces  even  the  moderii  changes  of  the  German' c  body.  The 
CorpMs  Hiftoriac  Gcrmanica  of^Struvius  has  been  Jikewife  confulted,  • 
the  more  ufefully,  as  that  huge  compilation  is  fortified  in  every'ps^e. 
with  the  original  texts. 

»5o  Yet,  ferjQnally^  Charles  IV.  m\ift  not  be  confidercd  ai  a  Bar- 
barian. After  his  education  at  Paris,  he  recdvercd  the  ufe  of  the 
Bohemian,  his  native,  idiom  j  arid  the  emperor  con  vcrfcd  and  wrote 
with  equal  facility  in  French,  Latin,  Italian,  and  Germap  (Struvius, 
p.  615,  61  i.).  Petrarch  always  repreients  him  as  a  poKtC  and  learn- 
ed prince. 

P3  t^^ 


an  ■SfiE  flfECUNE  AND  FAIjL; 

• 

CH  AP.^  tlian,  ^  elective  aad  impotent  magiftt^te  of  an 
ariftocrafy  of  pr^nces^.  who  had  not  kft  hiin  a  vilr* 
lage  jthat.^e  might  call  his  own.     His  beft  prero^ 
gative.wa^  the  rightcf  prefiding  and  propolieg  in 
>  *  the  ;ijiutioiuil  fenate,  which  w^is  qonvened  at  hi* 
fumwxt;is  ;    apd,  |iis  pative  kingdom  of  Boh^mia^ 
:  lefs  opulent  .  tj^an;  t}ie^  adjacent  city  of.  Nwein* 
•  t|ergh^  w^s.  tl\^  firmefl  feat  of  his  ppww.aiidthc 

A.D.      richqft  fource  of  his  revenue.'    The  aorrily  "with. 

^3ss*  which  he  paffed  the  Alps,  confifted-cif  three  htin- 
dred  horf^.  In  the  cashedral  of  -  .St, .  Amferofb^ 
Charles  was  crowned,  with. the  if^on.vxown,  which.' 
tradition  ^fcribed  to  the  Lombard  moraufchy  >  hm 
he  waj  admitted  only  wUh  a  peaceful  train  5  thtr. 
gatep  of  the  city  Were  fliut  upon  him;  aad  the  king 
of  It^ly  was  held  a  captive  by  the  arms  of  the 
Vifconti,  whom  he  eonlBrmed  in  the  foYwignty  of 
Mjlan.  Ip,the  Vatican  he  was  agaijei  crpiyned  with 
th^ golden  crown  of  the  empire;  b^^i[i  pbcdiencc 
to  a  fecret  treaty,  the  Romaifi  eiriiperetic,  iimnjediately 
withdraw,  without  repofing.^  fin^t4  night  within 
the  walls  of  Rome.  The  eloquent  Petrarch  **' 
whofe  faticy  revived  the  vifionary  glories  of  th^, 
Capitol,  deplores  and  upbraids  the  ignoigainious 
flight  of  the  Bc^mian ;  and  even  his  coijitempo-^ 
raries  could  obf^rve,  that  the  fole  exercife  of  his 
authority  was  m  the  lucrative  fale  of  privileges  and 
titles* '  The  gold  of  Italy  fecured  the  eleftioh  of  hi(( 

^5»  'tifefides  the  German  and  Italian  hiftorians,  the  expodition  of 
Charles  IV.  is  painted  in  lively  and  original  colours  in  the  curioua 
Mcmoires  fftr  la  V^ie  de  Petrarque,  tpm.iii.  p.  376— 430,  by  the 
abb6  de  Sade,  whofe  prolixity  has  never  been  blamdd  by  any  readeir 
of  tafte  and  curiofity,  . 
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fbn ;  but  fuch  was  the  fhameful  poTerty  of  the  Ro-  ^  H  A  P. 
man  emperor,  that  his  perfon  was  arrefted  by  a 
butcher  in  the  ftreets  of  Worms,  and  was  detained 
in  the  pubUc  inn^  as  a  pledge  or  hoftage  for  the 
payment  of  his  expences. 

From  this  humiliating  fcene,  iet  us  turn  to  the  His  oflcu- 
apparent  majefty  of  the  fame  Charles  in  the  diets 
of  thp  empire.  The  golden  bull,  which  fixes  the 
Germanic  conflitution,  is  promulgated  in  the  ftyle 
of  a  fovereign  and  legiflator.  An  hundred  princes 
bowed  before  his  throne,  and  exalted  their  own 
dignity  by  the  voluntary  honours  which  they 
yielded  to  their  chief  or  minifter.  At  the  royal 
banquet,  the  hereditary  great  officers,  the  feven 
eleftors,  who  in  rank  and  title  were  equal  to  kings, 
performed  their  folemn  and  domeftic  fervice  of 
the  palace.  The  feais  of  the  triple  kingdom  were 
borne  in  ftate  by  the  archbifliops  of  Mentz, 
Cologne,  and  Treves,  the  perpetual  arch-chancel- 
lors  of  Germany,  Italy,  arid  Aries.  The  great 
marfhal,  on  horfeback,  exercifed  his  funi3tion  with 
a  filver  meafure  of  oats,  which  he  emptied  on" the 
ground,  and  immediately  difmounted  to  regulate 
the  order  of  the  guefts.  The  great  fteward,  the 
count  palatine  of  the  Rhine,  placed  the  difhes  on 
the  tabic  The  great  chambei*lain,  the  margrave 
of  Brandenburgh,  prefented,  after  the  repaft,  the 
golden  ewer  and  bafon,  to  wafti.  The  king  of 
Bohemia,  as  greiat  cup-bearer,  was  reprefented  by 
the  emperor's  brother,  the  duke  of  Luxemburgh 
and  Brabant ;  and  the  proceffion  was  clofed  by  the 
great  h^ritfmen,  \vho  introduced.a  boar  and  a  ftag, 
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CHAP,  -with  a  loud  chorus  of  horns  and  hounds  ''*.    Nor 

VT   TV 

was  the  fupircmacy  of  the  emperor  confined  to 
Germany  alone :  the  hereditary  monarchs  of  Eur 
rope  confeffed  the  pre-eminience  of  his  rank  and 
dignity :  he  was  the  firft  of  the  Ghriilian  princes, 
the  temporal  head  of  the  great  republic  of  the 
Weft  **^:  to  his  perfon  the  title  of  majefty  was  l6ng 
appropriated;  and  he  difputed  with  the  pope  the 
fublime  prerogative  of  creating  kings  and  aflembling 
councils.  The  oracle  of  th^  civil  law,  the  learned 
Bartolus,  was  a  penfioner  pf  C!har}e$  the  fpufth ; 
and  his  fchool  refounde^i  with  the  doftrine,  that 
the  Roman  emperor  was  the  rightful  foyereign  of 
the  earthy  from  the  rifmg  to  the  fetting  fun.  The 
contrary  opinion  was  condenmed,  not  as  an  error^^ 
but  as  an  herefy,  fince  even  the  gofpel  had  pro- 
nounced, "  An[d  there  wpnt  forth  a  decree  from 
*'  Caefar  Auguftus,  that  ail  the  world  fhould  be 
^^t^xed'^V* 
^f*^h^**  if  we  annihilate  the  interval  of  time  and  fpace 
power  and  |>etween  Au^uilus  and  Charles,  ftrong  and  ftriking 
Auguftus!^  will  be  the  contraft  between  the  two  Caefars  j  the 
Bohemian,  who  concealed  his  weaknefs  under  the 
maik  of  oftentation,  and  the  Roman,  who  difguifed 
his  ftrength  under  the  femblance  of  modefty.  At 
the  head  of  his  viftorious  legions,  in  his  reign  oyer 
the  fea  and  land,  from  the  Nile  and  Euphrates  to 
the  Atlantic  ocean,  Auguftus  profefl[ed  himfelf  the 


i*i 


See  the  whole  ceremony,  in  Struvius,  p»  6^9. 

'J'  The  rcpublig  cf  Europe,  "jyith  the  pppe  and  emperor  at  Its 
l?raji,  was  never  reprefeptcd  with  more  dignity  than  in  the  council 
of  Cohiilance.    See  Lenfant's  piftory  of  that  aifemblyt 

»5+  Gravina,  OrigineS  Juris  Civilis,  p.  loS. 
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iervant  of  the  ftate  and  the  equal  of  his  fellow-  chap. 
citizais«  The.  conqueror  of  Rome  and  her  pro- 
vinces aflumed  the  popular  and  legal  form  of  a 
cenfor,  a  conful,  and  a  tribune.  His  will ,  was 
the  law  of  mankind,  but  in  the  declaration  of  his 
laws  he  borrowed  the  voice  of  the  fenate  and  peo- 
ple ;  and,  from  their  decrees,  their  mafter  accepted 
and  renewed  his  tempcnrary  commiiiion  to  admi- 
nifter  the  republic.  In  his  drefs,  his  domeftics  '", 
his  titles,  in  all  the  offices  of  fodal  life,  Auguftus 
maintained  the  charader  of  a  private  Roman ;  and 
his  mofl  artful  flatterers  refpeded  the  fecret  of  his 
abfoiute  and  perpetual  monarchy. 

*ss  Six  thoiif;ind  urns  have  been  difcovered  of  the  flaves  and  freed- 
men  of  Auguftus  and  Livia.  So  minute  was  the  diviiion  of  office, 
that  one  flave  was  appointed  to  weigh  the  wool  which  wits  fpun  by 
the  emprefs^s  maids,  another  for  the  care  of  her  Iap*dog,  &c.  (Ca- 
mere  Sepolchrale,  &c.  by  Bianchini.  Extract  of  his  work,  in  the 
Bibliotheque  Italique,  torn.  iv.  p.  175*  Hk  Eloge,  by  Fontenelle, 
torn.  vi.  p.  356.).  But  thefe  fervants  were  of  the  fame  rank,  and  pof« 
fibly  not  more  numerous  than  thofe  of  Follio  or  Lentulus.  Thcf 
«Diy  prove  the  general  riches  of  the  city. 
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tJeferipfion  of  'Arabia  and  its  Inhabitants.--^ Birth, 
Chatactcr\[.  .and  ^  Doflrine  of  Mahomet, — He 
"'  'preaches  'at''%ficcch.'^ — ftl'es  to  Medina. — Propa- 
'  gates  his^\U-cVipon' by  the  S%vbrd. — Voluntary  or 
fCltii^anfSubmlJJlon  of  the'  Arabs. — His  Death  and 
Sutceffors.'^^—^h'c',  Gl'di'ms  and  Fortunes  of  AH  and 
'his  Dcfchiddnts: 

C  HAP.    A  y  T  E  R  puj*fuing  above  fix  hundred  years  the 

.fleQj^  Caefars  of  Cpnfta^tlnople  ^id  Qtx^ 
Blairjr^  1  HOW- defcend,  in- die  reign  of  tieraclius, 
on  tfti6  eaftem  borders  of.  the  !Greek  monarchy t 
^White  tb@  il^e  'wsis  exhaufted  by  the  Perfiaa  war^. 
and  the  cfftirch'Waisf  diftrafted'by  theNeftorian  and 
Mohophyfite'  feds,  Mahomet,  with  the  fword  in 
one  hand  and  the  koran  in  the  other,  ereded  his 
throne  on  the  ruins  of  Chriftianity  and  of  Romc» 
The  genius  of  the  Arabian  prophet,  the  manners 
of  his  nation,  and  the  fpirit  of  his  religion,  in- 
volve  the  caufes  of  the  decline  and  fall  of  the 
Eaftern  empire ;  and  our  eyes  are  curioufly  intent 
on  one  of  the  moft  memorable  revolutions  which 
have  impreffed  a  new  and  lading  charafter  on  the 
nations  of  the  globe  '. 

'As  in  this  and  the  following  chapter  I  fliall  difpUy  much  Arabic 
learning,  I  muft  profcfs  my  total  ignorance  of  the  Oriental  tongues, 
and  my  gratitude  to  the  learned  interpreters,  who  .have  transfufed 
their  fcience  into  the  Latin,  French,  and  Englifh  languages.  Their 
colkiflionSf  verfions,  and  hiflories,  I  fiiall  occafiooally  noticcr 

In 
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In  the   tacaftt   ^ce   fettweeii   Perfia,    Syria,  chap, 
Egypt,  attd  ^Ethiopia,  tfee  Atatiali  peninfula  *  may  <^m,J^^ 
be  c&iictWed  as  a  triangle  of  fpacious  but  irregular  pefcnp. 
dimeitfions^     From  the  northern  point  of  Beks '  AraWa. 
iXk  the  Euphrates,  ^  lihe  of  fifteto  hundred  miles 
ig  terminated  by  the  ftreights  of  Babehnandel  and 
the  land  of  frankincenfo.     About  half  thi«  length 
may  be  allo^d  "for  the  middle  breadth  from  eaft 
to  weft^  from  Ba^ra  to  Suez,  jfrom  the  Perfian 
Gulf  tp  the  Red  Sea*.    The  fides  of  the  triangle 

'    are 

*  Tlic  gcpgraphers  of  Arabia  m^y  be  divi|d€d  into  thr^e  claflfeg  t 
I.  The  Ureeks  and  Latins,  whofe  progrefliTe  knowledge  mHy  be 
traced  iri^AgatbarGide«  (M  Mar?  Rubra,  in  Htidfon.  Gcograph,  Mi- 
nor, toiti.  u)f   piodoma  ^iculus  (torn,  i,  l.ii.  p.  119— 167.  1.  iii. 
p.  211— Z16.  edit.  Wefleling),  Strabo  (1.  xvi.  p.  iiiz—  114..  from 
Eratofthenes,  p.  iiax— ira*.  from  Artemfdonis),D'!Ortyrius  (Perie- 
gefisy  91^-^969- )»  Ptny  (Hift.  Nitul*.  v.  i».  n.  j^a),  and  Ptolemy 
(DefcripL  ct Tabula? Urbiwm, in. Hudfon, torn.  iii).    %.  The  Arftbic 
vjritcrs,  who  have  treated  the  fubjedt  with  the  zeal  of  patriotiiki  or 
dcTotfon :  the  e^traAs  of  t\3c6ck  (Specimen  Hift.  Arabum,  p.  125— 
iiS.)  from  .t}v^Gc$08iiPQ}|y,b€.tiief8torif!al  Edriffi,  fender  us  ftOl 
more  diflatisfietiw^th  the  vcrfion  o^  abridgment  (p..a4'— *7-44— 5^ 
loR,  &c.  119,  Sec)  wHich  the  Maronites  have  piiblifhcd  under  the 
abfurdtUile  of  Cfec%t«p^ia'mib«eiifi«  (Piris^  i6i9>) ;  but  the  Latin 
and  French  tranQators,  graves  (in  Hu^oifi^  torn*  iii.),  and  Galland 
(Voyage  de  la  Paleftine  par  la  Roque,  p.  165—346.),  have  opened 
to  U8  the  Aii&lna  of  Abitlfeda,  the  mod  copious  and  correA  account 
of  the  penin(uli»  which  may  be  enriched,  J&owever,  from  the  BibJ 
tiotheque  Orientale  of  d^Herbelot,  p.  120-  et  alibi  pa^im.    3.  The 
European  travetiers  5  among  whom  Shaw  (p.  43 8— 455.) and  Niebuhr 
{Ocfcription,  1773.  Voyages,  torn.  i.  1776.)  deferve  an  honourable 
diftin^ion  :  Bufching  (.Geogi^aphie  npar  Beresger,  torn.  Tiii.  p.  416 
*-5ip.)  has  compiled  with  judgment;; and  d'Anville'i  Maps  (OrbU 
Veteribus  Not  us,  and  i*"*  Tartie  de  TAfie)  ihould  lie  before  the  reader,         > 
with  his  Geographic  Ancieane,  tom.  ii.  p.  »o8—- aji. 

3  Abulfcd.  Defcript.  Arabiac,  p.  i.  D'Anvillc,  TEuphrate  et  le 
Tigrc,  p.  19,  20.  It  was  in  this  place,  the  paradife  or  garden  of  a 
fatrap,  that  Xcnophon  and  the  Greeks  firft  pafled  the  Euphrates 
(Anabafis,  1.  i.  c.  10.  p.  29.  edit.  WeBs.). 

4  Reland  has  proved,  with  much  fuperfluous  learning,  1.  That  our 
Ked  Sea  (the  Arabian  Gulph)  is  no  more  thaa  «  part  of  the  Mart 
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zee  gradually  enlarged^  and  the  fauthem  ba(k  pre- 
fents  a  front  of  a  thoufand  Quies  to  the  Indian 
ocean.  The  entire  furfece  of  the  penkifula  exceeds ' 
in  a  fourfold  proportion  that  of  Germany  or  France; 
but  the  far  greater  part  has  been  juftly  ftigmatifed 
The  foil  ^jth  the  epithets  of  xh^ftmy  and  the  fandy.  Eyen 
mate.  the  wilds  of  Tartary  are  decked  by  the  hand  of 
nature,  with  lofty  trees  and  luxuriant  herbage ;  and 
the  lonefome  traveller  derives  a  fort  of  comfort  and 
fociety  from  the  prefence  of  vegetable  life. ,  But  in 
the  dreary  wafte  of  Arabia,  a  boundlefs  level  of  farid 
is  interfefied  by  fharp  and  naked  mountains, 
and  the  face  of  the  defert,  without  Ihade  or  fhelter, 
is  fcorched  by  the  dired  and  intenfe  rays  of  a  tro- 
pical fun.  Inftead  of  refrefhing  breezes,  the  winds, 
particularly  from  the  fouth-weft,  difFufc  a  noxious 
and  even  deadly  vapour ;  the  hillocks  of  fand  which 
they  alternately  raife  and  fcatter,  are  compared  to 
the  billows  of  the  ocean,  and  whole  caravans,  whole 
armies,  have  been  loft  and  buried  m  the  whirlwind.  ^ 
The  common  benefits  of  water  are  ah  obieQ;  of  de-  . 
fire  and  conteft  j  and  fuch  is  the  fcarcity  of  wood, 
that  fome  art  is  requifite  to  preferve  and  propagate 
the  element  of  fire.  Arabia  is  deftitute^^  of  navi- 
gable rivers,  which  fertilize  the  foil,  and  convey  ' 
/its  pmduce  to  the  adjacent  regions:  the  torrents 
that  fall  from  the  hills  are  imbibed  by  the  thirfty 
eai'th :.  the  rare  and  baxdy  plants,  the  tamarind 
'   'or  the  acacia,  that  ftiike  their  roots  into  the  clefts^' 

Rubrum,  the  Epft^a  fi»Aacr<rtj  of  thc  aucients,  which  was  extended 
to  thc  indefinite  fpace  of  the  Indian  ocean,    a.  That  the  fynonymous . 
words  B^vd^oci  ai8io4'?>  alluded  to  the  colour  of  the  blacks  or  ncgroea  . 
(Diflert.  MIfccll.  torn,  i,  p.  59'r-iijf.). 
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of  the  rocks,  are  nouriflied  by  the  dews  of  the  CHAP, 
night !  a  fcanty  fupply  of  rain  is  collected  in  cifterm 
and  aqueduds  :  the  wells  and  fprings  are  the  fecret 
treafure  of  the  defert ;  and  the  pilgrim  of  Mecca  % 
after  many  a  dry  and  fultry  march,  is  difgufted  by 
the  tafte  of  the  waters,  which  have  rolled  over  a 
bed  ofJfulphur  or  fait.     Such  is  the  general  and 
genuine  pifture  of  the  climate  of  Arabia.     The 
experience  of  evil  enhances  the  value  of  any  local 
or  partial  enjoyments.    A  fliady  grove,  a  green 
pafture,  a  ftream  of  frefti  water,  are  fufficient  to  at- 
tract a  colony  of  fedentary  Arabs  to  the  fortunate 
fpots  which  can  afford  food  and  refrefhment  to 
themfelves  and  their  cattle,  and  which/,encoufage 
their  induftry  in  the  cultivation  of  the  palm-tree 
and  the  vine.      The  high  lands  that  border  on  the 
Indian  ocean  are  diftinguifhed  by  their  fuperior 
plenty  of  wood  and  water :  the  air  is  more  tem- 
perate, the  fruits  are  more  delicious,  the  animals 
and  the  human  race  more  numerous  ;  the  fertilify 
of  the  foil  invites   and  rewards   the  toil  of  the 
hufbandpian ;  and  the  peculiar  gifts  of  frankincenfe  * 
and  coffee  have-  attrafted  in  different   ages  the 
merchants  of  the  world.     If  it  be  compared  with 

.  5  In  the  thirty  days,  or  ftations,  between  Cairo  and  Mecca,  there 
arc  fifteen  dcftitutc  of  good  water.  Sec  the  route  of  the  Hadjees, 
\r  Shaw's  Travels,  p.  477* 

6  The  aromatics,  efpccklly  the  fj&aJ-  or  frankincenfe,  of  Arabia, 
occupy  the  xiit»»  book!  of  Pliny;  Our  great  poet  (Paradife  t.oft, 
1.  iv.)  introduces,  in  a  (imile,  t^e  fpicy  odours-  that  arc  blown  by  the. 
north-«aft  wind  from  the  Sabaean  coaft :  ' 

—■i— Many  a  league. 
Pleased  with  the  grateful  fccnt,  old  Ocean  ftnilcs. 
(  PliB.  Hlft.  Natut  xii .  4**) 
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CHAP.  £he  reft  of  the  pcninfula,  this  fequcftei^ed  region  may 
1^    J  „  I*  imly  defcrvc  the  appellation  of  the  happy  :  and  the 
j^len£d  colouring  of  fancy  and  fifHon  has  been 
fuggefted  by  cohtraft  and  countenanced  by  diftance. 
It  was  for  this  earthly  pai'adife  that  nature  had 
referved  her  choiceft  favours  and  her  moft  curious 
workmanihip :  the  incompatible  bkffings  of  lux- 
ury and  mnocence  were  afcribed  to  the  natives : 
the  foU  was  imprecated  with  gold'  and  gems, 
and  both  the  land  and  fea  were  taught  to  exhale  the 
Diviironof  odours  of  aromatic  fweets.     This  divifion  of  the 
theftoliy,'  f^^y^   xh&  Jiony^  and   the  happy ^   fo  familiar   to 
andth«       the  Greeks  and  Latins,  is  unknown  to  the  Ara- 
Arabia.       bians  themfelves ;  and  it  is  Angular  enough,  that 
a  country,  whofe  language  and  inhabitants  have 
ever  been  the  famcu  fhould  fcarcely  retain  a  veftige 
of  its  ancient  geogn^phy*    The  maritime  diftridb 
of  Bahrein  and  Oman  are  oppofite  to  the  realm 
of  Pcrfia.     The  kingdom  of  Temen  difplays  the 
Kniits,  or  at  leaft  the  fituation,  of  Arabian  Foelix : 
the  name  of  Neged  is  extended  over  the  inland 
fpace ;  and  the  birth  of  Mahomet  has  illuftrated 
the  province  of  Hejdz  along  the  coafl  oi  the  Red 
Sea\ 

7  Agfttharddes  afirms»thdt  Iuin[>s  of  pnregold  were  found^from 
the  lue  of  an  olVvie  to  that  of  a  nut ;  that  iron  was  twice,  and  (liver 
ten  times  the  value  of  x;old  (de  Mari  Rubro,  p.  iSo.)«  Thcfe  real  or 
imaginary  trea^res  are  vaniib{?d  \  aBd  no  ^ojd  mines  are  at  pr^fent 
kfio^n  in  Arabia  (Niebuhr^  Defcription.  p.  is^). 

.^Ci^nfulty  peirufe,  and.ftudy,  the 'SpeeWneaHiftoria'Arabumof 
Pocock !  ( Oxon.  1 650,  in  4*1. )  The  thirty  pages  of  text  and  v^i-fion 
are  extracted  from  the  J>ynaftic&  of  XJregory  Abulpharagiu8«  which 
Pocock  afterwards  tranftatcd  (Oxon,  J663,  in  4^>:  the  three  hun- 
dred and  fi  fly-eight  notes  from  a  claific  aad  origjinal  vorkiuiithe 
Arabian  antiquities. 

a  The 
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The  mealijre  of  population  is  reguhu;ed  by  the  C  H  A  p, 
means  of  fubfiftence ;  and  the  inhabitants  ojf  this,  .^  -^  ^ 
vaft    peninfula   might   be   out-nun\bered  by  the  Manners 
fubjefts   of   a    fertile    and    induflrious    province,  doweens, 
Along   the   ihores   of    the  Perfian   gulf,    of    th^L  ^rabJ*"'*^ 
ocean,  and.  even  of  the  Jled.Sea,  the  IdbyoplMgi^y 
or   fifh- eaters,    continued  to   wander  in   queft   of 
their  precarious  food.     In  this  primitive  and  abjeA  > 
ftate,  which  ill  deferves  the  name  of  fociety,  the 
human  brute,  without  arts  pr  laws,  almoft,  withoi^t 
fcnie  or   language,-    is   poorly   diflmguilhed  froni 
the  reft  of  the  animal  creation.     Generations  and  r 
ages  might  roll  away  in  filent  oblivion,  and  the 
helplefs   favage   was   reftrained   from   multiplying 
his   race,  by  the  wants  and  purfuits  which  con- 
fined his  exiftence  to*  the  narrow  margin  of  the  fea- 
eoaftc    But  in  an  early   period   of  antiquity  the 
great  body  of  the  Arabs  had  emerged  from  this 
fceiie  of   mifery;    and  as  the  naked  wildernefs 
could  not  maintain  a  people  of  hunters,  they  rofe      ' 
at  once  to  the  more  fecure  and  plentiful  condition 
of  the  paftoral  life.     The  fanie  life  is  uniformly 
purfued  by  the  roving  tribes  of  the  defert,  and  in 
the   portrait  of  the  modern  Bedoweens^  we  may 
trace   the  featurot  of  their  anceftors  *°,  who,  in 

the 

»Arriart  remarks  the  Idhyophagi  of  the  coaft  of  Hejaz  (Perrplus 
Maris  Erythraei,  p.  la.)  and  beyond  Aden  (p.  15.)^  It  feems  proba- 
ble that  the  fhorei  of  the  Red  Sea  (in  the  largeft  fcnfe)  were  oecupied 
by  thefe  favages  in  the  time,  perhaps,  of  Cyru5 ;  but  I  can  hardly 
believe  that  any  cannibals  were  left  among  the  favages  in  the  reign 
of  JuftiRian  (Procop^de  Bell.  Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  19.)- 

*<*  Seethe  Specimen  Hiftoriac  Arabumof  Pocock,  p.  a.  5.  86, &c. 
Th?  Journey  of  M.  d^Arvietix,  in  1664,  to  the  camp  of  the  efnir  of 

Mount  Carmcl  (Voyage  de  la  Paklline,  ^^nfter^^™* » 7  J  8) ,  exhibits  ;^ 

pleafmg 


124  '    THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

^  ^j^  ^'  ^^  ^S®  ^^  Mofes  or  Mahomet,  dwelt  under 
Uii-v--^  ^milar  tents,  and  conducted  their  horfes,  and 
camels,  and  fheep,  to  the  fame  fprings  and  the 
fame  paitures.  Our  toil  is  leflened,  and  our 
wealth  is  increafed,  by  our  dominion  over  the 
ufeful  animals ;  and  the  Arabian  ihepherd  had  ac- 
quired the  abfolutc  poffeffion  of  a  faithful  friend 
Thcliorfc.  and  a  laborious  flave".  Arabia,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  naturalift,  is  the  genuine  and  original 
coxmtry  of  the  hor/e ;  the  climate  moft  propitious, 
not  indeed  to  the  fize,  but  to  the  fpirit  and  fwift- 
nefs,  of  that  generous  animal.  The  merit  of  the 
Barb,  the  Spanifh,  and  the  Englifli  breed,  is  de- 
rived from  a  mixture  of  Arabian  blood'*:  the 
Bedoweens  preferve,  with  fuperftitious  care,  the 
honours  and  the  memory  of  the  pureft  race :  the 
males  are  fold  at  a  high  price,  but  the  females  are 
-  feldom  alienated  ;  and  the  birth  of  a  noble  foal 
was  efteemed,  among  the  tribes,  as  ^  fubje£t  of 
joy  and  mutual  congratulation.  Thefe  horfes  are  * 
educated  in  the  tents,  among  the  children  of  the 
Arabs,    with   a  tender  familiarity,   which    trains 

jjeadog  and  ori^nal  pidiire  of  the  life  of  the  Bedoweens»  whick 
may  be  illuftrated  irom  Nicbuhr  (Defcription  de  FArabie,  p  347— 
344-)*"^  Volney  (torn.  i.  p.  343 — 385.),  thelaft  and  moft  Judicioin 
ok' our  Syrian  travellers. 

"  Uead  (it  h  no  unpleafing  talk)  the  incomparable  ailicles  of  the 
Hor/e  and  the  Cornell  in  ^he  Natural  Hiftory  of  M.de  Butfon. 

'*  For  the  Arabian  horfes,  fee  d'Arvieux  (p.  159 — 173.)  and  Nie- 
buhr  (p.  144-^144.  ),  At  the  end  of  the  xiii^'*  century,  the  horfes  of 
Naged  were  efteemed  fure  footed,  thofe  of  Yemen  llrong  and  fcr- 
viceable,  thofc  of  Hejaz  moft  nobl^.  The  horfes  of  Europe,  the 
tenth  and  laft  clafs,  were  generally  defpifcd,  as  having  too  much 
body  and  too  little  fpirit  (d*Herbclot,  Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  339.) :  their 
ftrength  .was  requidte  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  knight  and  his 
armour. 

7  them 
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them  m  the  habits  of  gentlenefs  and  attachmcxit,  C  HA  p. 
They  are  accuftomed  only  to  walk  and  to  gallop :  y^—^-Kj 
their  fenfations  are  not  blunted  by  the  inceflant 
abufe  of  the  fpur  and  the  whip :  their  powers  are 
referred  for  the  moments  of  flight  and  purfuit  j 
but  no  fooner  do  they  feel  the  touch  of  the  hand 
or  the  ftirrup,  than  they  dart  away  with  the  fwift- 
nefs  of  the  wind;  and  if  their  friend  be  dif- 
mounted  in  the  rapid  career,  they  inftantly  flop 
till  he  has  recovered  his  feat.  In  the  fands  of 
Africa  and  Arabia,  the  camel  is  a  facred  and  pre-  The  au 
cious  gift.  That  ftrong  and  patient  beaft  of  ™^^* 
burthen  can  perform,  without  eating  or  drinking, 
a  journey  of  feveral  days  ;  and  a  refervoir  of  frefh 
water  is  preferved  in  a  large  bag,  a  fifth  ftomach 
of  the  animal,  whofe  body  is  imprinted  with  the 
marks  of  fervitude :  the  larger  breed  is  capable  of 
tranfporting  a  weight  of  a  thoufand  pounds  j  and 
the  dromedary,  of  a  lighter  and  more  adlive 
frame,  outftrips  the  fleeteft  courfer  in  the  race. 
Alive  or  dead,  almoft  every  part  of  the  camel  is 
ferviceable  to  man :  her  milk  is  plentiful  and  nu- 
tritious: the  young  and  tender  flefh  has  the  tafte 
of  veal  '* :  a  valuable  fait  is  extrafted  from  the 
urine:  the  dung  fupplies  the  deficiency  of  fuel; 
and  the  long  hair,  which  falls  each  year  and  is 
renewed,   is  coarfely  manufaftured   into   the  gar- 

■3  Qui  camibus  canrrelorum  vefci  folent  odii  tcnaccs  funt,  was  the 
Opinion  of  an  Arabian  phyfician  (Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  88,).  Maho. 
met  himfdf,  who  was  fond  of  milk,  prefers  the  cow,  and  does  not 
even  mention  the  camel ;  but  the  diet  of  Mecca  and  Medina  was  aU 
readf  more  luxurious  (Gagnier,  Vie  de  Mahomet,  torn.  Hi.  p.  4O40« 

Vox-.  IX.  C^  ments. 
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CHAP,  ments,  the  furniiture,  and  the  tents,  of  the  Be* 
V  -^'-  J  doweens^  tn  the  rainy  feafons  they  confume  the 
rare  and  infufficient  herbage  of  the  defert :  during 
the  heats  of  fummer  and  the  fcarcity  of  winter, 
they  remove  their  encampments  to  the  fea-coaft, 
the  hills  of  Yemen,  or  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Euphrates,  and  have  often  extorted  the  dangerous 
licence  of  vifiting  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  and  the 
S  villages  of  Syria  and  Paleftinew  The  life  of  a 
wandering  Arab  is  a  life  of  danger  and  diftrefs; 
and  though  fometimes,  by  rapine  or  exchange, 
be  may  appropriate  the  fruits  of  induftry,  a  pri- 
vate citizen  in  Europe  is  in  the  poffeffion  of  more 
iblid  and  pleafing  luxury,  than  the  proudeft  emir, 
who  marches  in  the  field  at  the  head  of  ten'thou- 
-)  fand  horfe. 
Cities  of  Yet  an  effcntial  difference  may  be  found  b^- 
tween  the  hords  of  Scythia  and  the  Arabian 
•  tribes,  fince  many  of  the  latter  were  coUefted 
Into  towns,  and  employed  in  the  labours  of  trade 
and  agriculture.  A  part  of  their  time  and  in- 
duftry was  ftill  devoted  to  the  management  of 
their  cattle :  they  mingled,  in  peace  and  war,  with 
theit  brethren  of  the  defert ;  and  the  Bedoweens 
derived  from  their  ufeful  intercourfe,  fom^  fupply 
of  their  wants,  and  fome  rudiments  of  art  and 
knowledge.  Among  the  forty-two  cities  of  Ara- 
bia'*, enumerated  by  Abulfed4,  the  moft  ancient 
and  populous  were  fituate  in  the  happy  Yemen : 

»♦  Yet  Marcian  df  Heraclea  (in  Periplo,  p.  i6.  in  tora.  i.  Hudfoti, 
Minor,  Geograph*)  reckons  one  hundred  and  lixty- four  towns  in 
.     Arabia  Fcelix.    The  (1:^  of  the  towns  might  be  fmall-«Uic  faith  6f 
\  the  writcrmight  be  large 

#  i  the 
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the  towers    of  Saana ",  And   the  marvellous  re-  c  H  A  P. 
fcrvoir  of  Merab '%  were  conftru&ed  by  the  kings  v_,-^— _|- 
of  the  Homerites ;    but  their  profane  luftre  was 
eclipfed  by  the  prophetic  glories  of   Mbdina*' 
and  Mecca**,  near  the   Red  Sea,   and  at  the  Mecca  § 
diftance   from  each  other  of  two   hundred    and 
feventy  miles.     The  laft  of  thefe  holy  pladeS  was 
known   to   the  Greeks  under  the  name  of  Ma- 
coraba;  and  the  termination  of  the  Word  is  ex* 
preilive  of  its  greatnefs,  which  has  not  indeed,  in 
the  moft  flourifliing  period,  exceeded  the  fi^c  and 
populoufnefs  of  Marfeilles.      Some  latent  motive, 

'5  It  is  compared  by  Abulfcda  (in  Hudfon,  torn.  iii.  p.  54O  to 
Damafcus,  and  is  ftill  the  refidcnce  of  the  Iman  of  Yemen  (Voyage* 
de  Miebuhr,  torn.  i.  p.  331 — 34a.)*  Saana  is  twenty-four  parafangs 
from  Dafar  (Abulfeda,  p«  5i0>  ^^^  ^i^^y  eight  from  Adeti  (p.  53.)^ 

«*  Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  57.  Geograph.  Nubienfis,  p.  51*  Meriaba* 
or  Merab,  fix  miles  in  cin'umffrencc,  was  deftroyed  by  the  legions 
of  Auguftus  (PItn.  Hi't.  Nat.  vi.  32.),  and  bad  not  revited  in  the 
xivt^  century  (Abulfed.  Dcfcript.  Arab.  p.  5^.). 

'7  The  name  of  «'/>',  Medina^  was  appropriated,  itar  «fo;gijt»  to 
Yatrcb  (the  latrippa  of  the  Greeks),  the  feat  of  the  prophet.  The 
diftances  from  Medina  are  reckoned  by  Abulfeda  in  ftatioQS>  or  days 
journey  of  a  caravan  (p.  15.)  :  to  Bahrein,  xv. ;  to  Baifora,  xviii. ; 
to  Cufah,  *x. ;  to  Damafcus  or  Palcftine,  xx.  j  to  Cairo,  xxv.;  to 
Mecca,  x. ;  from  Mecca  to  Saana  (p.  51  )  or  Aden,  xxx. ;  to  Cairo, 
xxxi  days  or  41ft  hours  (Shaw's  Travels,  p.  477.)  5  which,  accord* 
jng  to  the  eftimate  of  d  Anville  (Mefures  Itineraires,  p.  9^.),  allows 
alx)ut  twenty-five  Englifh  miles  for  a  day's  journey.  From  the  land 
ef  frankincenfe  (Hadramant,  in  Yemen,  between  Aden  and  Cape 
Fartafch)  to  Gaza^  in  Syria,  Pliny  (Hift.  Nat.  xii.  32.)  computet 
)xv.  manfions  of  camels.  Thefe  mcafures  may  aflfift*  fancy  and  clu- 
ttdate  faAs. 

^  Qur  notions  of  Mecca  mull  be  drawn  from  the  Arabians 
(d'Herbelot,  JBibliotheque  Orientale,  p.  368—371.  Pocock,  Speci* 
men>  p.  145—128.  Abulfeda,  p.  ii-"4o.)»  As  no  unbeliever  is 
permitted  to  enter  the  city,  our  travellers  are  fiient  j  ahdi  the  (hort 
hints  of  Thevenot  (Voyages  du  Levant,  part  i.  p.  490.)  are  taken 
frokn  the  fufpidous  mouth  of  an  African  rene^ado.  Spme  Perfians 
counted  6000  koufes  (Chardin,  tom.  iv.  p.'id;,]. 

Q  a  *,  perhaps 
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pernap^i   of  fuperftition,    muft   have   impelled  the 
founders,   in   the    choice  of  a  moft  unprpmifing 
fituation.    -They  ere£ted  their  habitations  of  mud 
or  flone,  in  a  plain  about  two  miles  long  and  one 
mile  broad,    at    the  foot  of  three  barren  moun- 
tains : '  the  foil  is  a  rock ;   the  water  even  of  the 
holy  w^ell  of  Zemzem  is  bitter   or  brackifh  ;    the 
paftures  are  remote  from    the  city ;    and   grapes 
are   tranfported    above    feventy    miles    from    the 
gardens  of  Tayef.      The  fame  and  fpirit  of  the 
Koreifhites,  who  reigned  in  Mecca,  were  confpi- 
cuous  among^  the  Arabian  tribes ;    but  their  un- 
grateful  foil    refufed    the   labours  of  agriculture, 
and  their  pofition  was  favourable  to  the  enterpiifes 
her  trade,   .of  trade.     By  the  fea-port  of  Gedda,  at  the  dif- 
tance  only  of  forty  miles,  they  maintained  an  eafy 
correipondence  with.  Abyflinia  j  and  that  Chriftian 
kingdom  afforded  the  firft  refuge  to  the  difciples 
of  Mahomet,     The  treafures  of  Africa  were  con- 
veyed over  the  peninfula  to  Gerrha  or  Katif,  in 
the  province  of  Bahrein,  a  city  built,  as  it  is  faid, 
of  rock-falt,  by  the  Chaldean  exiles '' :  and  from 
thence,  with  the  native  pearls  of  the  Perfian  Gulf, 
;they  were  floated  on  rafts   to  the  mouth  of  the 
Euphrates.      Mecca  is  placed  almofl  at  an  equal 
diftance,  a  month's  journey,  between  Yemen  oa 
the    right,    and  Syria  on  the   left    hand.       The 
•  former  was  the  winter,  the  latter  the  fummer,  fta- 
tion  of  her  caravans ;  and  their  feafonable  arrival 
-  relieved  the  fhips  of  India  from  the  tedious   and 
troublefome  navigation  of  the  Red  Sea.     In  the 

»9  Strabo,  U  xvi.  p.  iiio.    See  one  of  thcfc  fait  houfes  near  Baf- 
fora,  in  d'Hcrbelot,  Bibliot,  Orient-  p.  €* 

markets 
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markets  of  Saana  2ind  Merab,  in  the  harbours  of  ^  ^^  ^• 
Oman  and  Aden,  the  camels  of  the  Kdreiftiites  ^_,-^-,^ 
were  laden  with  a  precious  cargo  of  aromatics ;  a  • 

fupply  of  com  and'  manufaftures  was  purchafed  in 
the  fairs  of  Boftra  and  Damafcus ;  the  lucrative 
exchange  diiBTufed  plenty  and  riches  in  the  ftreets 
of  Mecca;  and  the  nobleft  of  her  fons  united 
the  loye  of  arms  with  the  profeffion  of  mer- 
chandife  *^ 

The  perpetual  independence  of  the  Arabs  has  Rational 
been  the  theme   of  praife    among   ftrangers  aiid  cnceoftUc 
natives ;  and  the  arts  of  controverfy  transform  this  ^^^^^' 
lingular  event  into  a  prophecy  and  a  miracle,  in 
favour  of  the  pofterity  of  Ifmael  ^\      Some    ex- 
ceptions,    that    can    neither .  be    diflembled    nor 
eluded,   render   this    mode  of  reafoning  as  indif- 
creet  as  it   is   fuperfluous :    the   kingdom   of  Ye- 
men has  been  fucceflively  fubdued  by  the  Abyf- 
linians,  the  Perfians,  the  fultans  of  Egypt",  and 
the  Turks  *^ :   the  holy  cities  of  Mecca  and  Me- 

■  '  *  dina 

*•  Minim  diftu  ex  innumerts  populis  pars  acqua  in  commercUs  aut 
in  latrociniis  degit  (Hlin.  Hift.  Nat  vi.  32.)-   See  Hale's  Koran,  Sural 
cvi.  p.  503.    Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  a.    D'Herhclot,  Bibliot.  Orient.        ^ 
p.  361.    Prideaux's  Life  af  Mahomet,  p.  5.    Gagnicr,  Vie  de  Ma- 
bomety  torn.  i.  p.  72. 120.  126,  &c. 

*«  A  naiiielefs  do<5tor  (Univcrfal  Hift.  vol.  xx.  oftavo  edition)  has 
formally  demonfirated  the  truth  of  Chriftianity  by  the  independence 
of  the  Arabs.  A  critic,  befides  the  exceptions  of  fa(51:,  might  dif- 
the  meaning  of  the"  text  (Genef.  xvi.  la.)  the  extent  of  the  api^ 

SSjjtion,  and  the  foundation  of  the  pedigree. 

"  It  was  fubdued,  A.  D.  1 17 3 >  by.  a  brother  of  the  great  Saladin, 
who  founded  a  dynafty  of  Curds  of  Ayoubites  (Guigncs,  Hift.  ^es 
Huns,  torn.  i.  p.  4.i5.    D'Hcrbelot,  p.  477)* 

»J  By  the  lieutenant  of  Soliman  1.  (A.  D.  1538)  and  Sdim  TI. 
(156S}.  .  See  Cantemir*s  Hifti  of  the  Othman  empire,  p.  aoi.  aai. 

CL3  '  The 
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CHAP,  ^a  have  repeatedly  bowed  under  ^  Scythistn 
tyrant;  and  the  Roman  province  of  Arabia** 
embraced  the  peculiar  wildemefs  in  which  If- 
mael  and  his  foris  muft  have  pitched  their  tents 
in  the  face  of  their  brethren.  Yet  thefe  excep- 
^ons  are  temporary  or  local;  the  body  of  the 
pation  hj^^  efcaped  the  yoke  of  the  moft  powerful 
monarchies:  the  arms  of  3efoftris  and  Cyrus,  of 
Fompey  and*  Trajaji,  could  never  atchieve  the 
conqueft  of  Arabia;  the  prefent  fovereign  of  the 
Turks**  inay  exercife  a  flijidow  of  jurifdiflion, 
but  his  pride  is  reduped  to  fplicit  the  friendfliip 
of  a  people,  whom  it  is  dangerous  to  provoke 
and  fruitlefs  to  attack.  The  obvious  caufes  of 
their  freedom  are  infcribed  on  the  charafter  and 
country  of  the  Arabs.      Many  ages  before  -  Ma- 

The  Paiba,  vrho  refided  at  Saana,  commanded  twenty-one  Beys, 
l>ut  no  revenue  vrjjs  cycf  remitted  to  the  Porte  (Marfigli,  Stato  Mi- 
iitare  deir  Imperio  Ottomanno^  p.  ja4.)>  ami  the  Turks  were  ex- 
pelled about  the  year  1630  (Nicbuhr,  p.  167^  i^). 
'  »4  Of  the  Roman  provinpe,  under  the  name  of  Arabia  and  the 
third" P^leftine,  the  principal  cities  were  Boftra  and  Petraj  which 
dated  their  aera  from  the  year  105,  when  they  were  fubdued  by  Pal- 
fna,  a  Ucutcnani:  of  Trajan  (Dion.  Cailius,  1.  Ixviii.).  Pctra  was 
^e  capital  pf  the  Nabathaeans  j  whofe  name  is  derived  from  the 
cldcft  of  the  fqns  of  Ifmael  (Genef.  xxv.  12,  &c.  with  the  Commen- 
taries of  Jerom,  LeClerc,  and  Caln^et).  Juflinian  relinquiflied  a 
palm  country  qf  ten  days  journey  to  the  fouth  of  ^lah  (Procop.  dc 
ceil.  Perfic.  \,  i.  c.  19.),  and  the  Romans  maintained  a  centurion 
and  a  cuftom-boufe  (Arrian  in  Pcriplo  Maris  Erythraei,  p.  xi.  in 
Hudfoiiy  toni.  i.)>  at  a  place  (xit/xu  icwfAu,  Pagus  Alb^s  Hawara)  in 
the  territory  of  Medina  (d'Anville  Mcmoire  fur  i'Egyptc,.  p.  a430» 
Thefe  real  poflelliohs,  atid  fomc  naval  inroads  of  Trajan  (Pcrlpl- 
P*  H>  i5')>  a^c  magnified  byhiftoryand  medals  into  the  Roman 
conqueft  of  Arabia. 

.  ^  Niebuhr  (Oefcription  de  P  Arable,  p.  301,  303-  3*9— 331.)  af- 
fords the  moft  recent  a»d  authentic  intelligence  of  the  Tufkiih  em- 
|>ir€  in  Arabia. 
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hon^**,  their  intrepid  valour  had  bcai  feverQly  c  HA  P. 
felt  by  their  neighbours  in  offenfivc  and  defenfive 
war.     The  patient  and  a£tive  virtues  of  a  foldicr 
are  infenfibly  nurfed  in  the  habits  and  difcipline 
of  a  paftoral  life.      The  care  of  the  iheep  and 
camels  is  abandoned  to  the  women  of  the  tribe ; 
but  the  martial  youth  under  the  banner  of  the 
emir,  is  ever  on  horfeback,  and  in  the  field,   to 
praftife  the  exercife  of  the  bow,  the  javelin,  and 
the  fcymetar.    The  long  memory  of  their  inde- 
pendence is  the  firmeft  pledge  of   its  perpetuity, 
?Lnd  fucceeding  generations  are  animated  to  prove 
their  defcent,  and  to   maintain  their  inheritance. 
Their  domeftic  feuds  are  fufpended  on   the  ap- 
proach of  a  common  enemy ;    and  in  their  laft 
hoftiUties    againft    the    Turks,    the    caravan    of 
MecG^  was    attacked    and   pillaged   by    fourfcorc 
thoufand   of  the   confederates.      When   thpy   ^- 
vance  to   battle,    the  hope  of  viftory    is    Jji    the 
front ;    in  the  rear,   the  affurance   of  a  retreat. 
Their  horfes  and   camels,  ^whojin  eight  or  t^ 
days  can  perform  a  march  of  fipur  or  five  hua- 
dred  miles,  difappear  before  the   conqueror ;    thp 
fecret  waters  of  the  defert  eli^de  his  fearch;  and 
hiis   vifitorious  troops    are    confumed   with    thirft, 
hunger,   and  fatigue,   in  the  purfuit   of   an    in- 
vifible    foe,    who  fcorns  his    efforts,    and    fafely 
repofes  in  the  heart  of  the  burning  folitude.     The 
arms  and  deferts  of  the  Bedoweens  are  not  only 
the  fafeguards  of  their  own  freedom,  but  the  barr 

*^  Diodonis  Siculus  (torn.  li.  1.  xJx,  p.  390—393.  edit.  WcflcKng) 
)ias  clearly  expl)fed  the  freedom  of  the  Nabat)isean  Arabs^  who  re* 
fifted  the  arms  of  Antigonus  and  his  (on. 

0^4  riers 
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•CHAP,  ricrs  alfo  of  the  happy  Arabia,  whofe  inhabitants, 
remote  from  war,  are  enervated  by  the  luxury  of 
the  foil  and  climate.  The  legions  of  Auguftus, 
melted  away  in  difeafe  and  latitude  *^ ;  and  it  k 
only  by  a  naval  power  that  the  reduftion  of 
Yemen  has  been  fuccefsfully  attempted.  When 
Mahomet  ereded  his  holy  llandard*',  that  king- 
dom was  a  province  of  the  Perikin  empire;  yet 
fcven  princes  of  the  Homerites  ftili  rdgned  in 
the  mountains;  and  the  vicegerent  of  Chofrocs 
was  tempted  to  forget  his  diftant  country  and  his , 
unfortunate  maften  The  hiftorians  of  the  age  of 
Juftinian  reprdent  the  ftate  of  .the  independent 
Arabs,  who  were  divided  by  intereft  or  afie£lion 
m  the  long  quarrel  of  the  Eaft :  the  tribe  of 
.  Gaffan  was  allowed  to  encamp  oh  the  Syrian  ter- 
ritory:  the  princes  of  Hira  were  permitted  to 
form  a  city  about  forty  miles  to  the  fourhward  of 
the  ruins  of  Babylon.  Their  fervice  in  the  field 
was  fpeedy  and  vigorous  ;  but  their  friendfhip  was 
venat,  their  faith  inconftant,  their  enmity  capri- 
cious :  it  was  an  eafier  ta£k  to  excite  than  to 
difarfn  thefe  roving  Barbarians ;  and,  in  the  fa- 
miliar intercourfe  of  war,  they  learned  to  fee, 
and  to  defpife,  the  fplendid  weaknefs  both  of 
Rome  and  of  Perfia.     From  Mecca  to  the  Eu- 

*7  Str^bo,  1.  xvi.  p.  1127 — xia9.  Plin.  Hift.  Natur.yi.  s*.  JElrnft 
Gallus  landed  near  Medina,  and  marched  near  athoufand  miles  in- 
to the  part  of  Yemen  between  Mareb  and  the  Ocean.  The  non  ante 
tievidti*  Sabecc  regibu?  (Od,  i.  p.  29.)  and  the  intadli  Arabum  thc- 
fai'ri  (Od.  iii.  %^,)  of  Horace,  atteft  the  virgin  purity  of  Arabia. 

««  See  the  imperfect  hiftory  of  Yemen  in  Pocock,  Specimen, 
•tp.  ss*^^*  of  Hira,  p.  66—74.  of  Gaffan,  p.  ys — 78.  as  far  as  itcouM 
be  known  or  preiierved  in  the  time  of  ignorance. 

phrates. 
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phratcs,  the  Arabian  tribes  •'  were  confounded  by  c  H  A  p. 
the  Greeks  and  Latins,   tinder  the  general  appel- 
lation of  Saracens  ^°,  a  name  which  every  Chrift- 
ian  mouth   has  been  taught   to   pronounce  with 
terror  and  abhorrence. 

The    flaves    of   domeftic    tyranny    may   vainly  Their  do- 
exult   in   their    national    independence;    but   the  frcecSom 
Arab  is  perfonally  free;    and  he  enjoys,   in  fome  r"^^,**^ 
degree,   the  benefits  of  fociety,    without  forfeiting 
the  prerogatives  of  nature.      In  every   tribe,    fu- 
perftition,  or  gratitude,  or  fortune,  has  exalted  a 
particular  family  above  the  heads  of  their  equals* 
The  dignities   of  fteich  and  emir  invariably  de- 
fcend  in  this  chofen  race ;   but  the  order  of  fuc-  * 
ceffion   is    loofe   and   precarious;    and    the   moft 
worthy  or   aged   of  the  noble   kinfmen  are  pre-     . 
ferred  to  the  limple,  though  important,  office  of 

*'  The  ^xpaJlWixet  0v\ccy  pLvpiahe  rotvret  teat  T*  e>«iroi'  avrav  epr^c 
1^^fi>o^9  it*M  a^fi(r7.'&Toi,  are  dcfcfibed  by  Mennnder. (Excerpt.  Legation, 
p.  149),  Procopms  (<ic  Bell.  Periic.  1  i.  c.  1 7.  ?  9.  1.  ?i.  c.  10.) ;  and, 
in  the  moft  lively  colours,  by  Ammianus  Marcellintts  (1.  xiv.  €.  4.% 
who  had  fpoken  of  then  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Marcus, 

30  The  name  which,  ufcd  by  Ptolemy  and  Pliny  in  a  more  con- 
fined, by  Ammianus  and  Procopiiis  in  a  larger,  ft-nfe,  has  been  de- 
rived, ridiculoufly,  from  Sarah,  the  wife  of  Abrah.im,  obfcurely 
•from  the  village  o( Sa>aka  (-wta  Nc^artt^aq*  Stcphan. de Urbibus), 
more  plaufibly  from  the  Arabic  words,  which  fign  fy  a  tbitvl/h  cha- 
racter, or  Oriental  fituition  (Hbitinger,  Hift.  Oriental*  1. 1.  c.  i.  p.  7, 
S.  Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  33.  35-  Afleman  Bibliot.  Orient,  torn  iv. 
p.  567.).  Yet  the  lait  and  moft  popular  of  thefe  etymologies,  l«  pc- 
/uttd  by  Ptolemy  (Arabia  p.  2.  i8  in  Hudfon,  torn,  iv.),  who  ex- 
prefsly  remarks  the  weftern  and  fouthcrn  pofition  of  the  Saracens* 
then  an  obfcure  tribe  on  the  l)order8  of  ^j^Vpt.  The  sppeHation 
cannot  therefore  allude  to  any  national  chaia^fter;  and,  fince  it  was 
impofed  by  ftrarigers,  it  muft  be  found,  not  in  the  Arabic,  but  in  a 
foreign  language. 

compofing 
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CHAP,  compofing  difputes  by  their  advice,  and  guiding 
valour  by  their  example.  Even  a  female  of  fenfe 
and  fpirit  has  been  permitted  to  command  the 
countrymen  of  Zenobia".  The  momentary 
junftion  of  feveral  tribes  produces  an  army ;  their 
more  lafting  union  confHtutes  a  nation ;  and  the 
fuprcme  chief,  the  emir  of  emirs,  whofe  banner 
is  difplayed  at  their  head,  may  deferve,  in  the 
eyes  of  ftrangers,  the  honours  of  the  kingly  name^ 
If  the  Arabian  princes  abufe  their  power,  they 
are  qukkly  puniflied  by  the  defertion  of  their 
.  fubjefts,  who  had  been  accuftomed/  to  a  mild  and 
parental  jurifdidion.  Their  fpirit  is  free,  their 
fteps  are  unconfined,  the  defert  is  open,  and  the 
tribes  and  families  are  held  together  by  a  mutual 
and  voluntary  compact.  The  fofter  natives  of 
Yemen  fupported  the  pomp  and  majefty  of  ^ 
monarch ;  but  if  he  could  not  leave  his  palace 
without  endangering  his  life-*,  the  aftive  powers 
of  government  ipuft  have  been  devolved  on  his 
nobles  and  inagiftrates.  The  cities  of  Mecca  and 
Medina  prefent,  in  the  heart  of  Afia,  the  form, 
or  rather  the  fubftance,  of  a  commonwealth.  The 
grandfather  of  Mahomet,  and  his  lineal  anceftors, 
appear  in  foreign  and  dpmeftic  tranfaftions  as  the 

31  Saraceni ....  niulieres  ainnt  in  eos  regnane  (Expofitio  totius 
Mundi,  p.  3.  in  Hudfon,  torn.  iii.).  The  reign  of  Mavia  is  famops 
in  ceclefiaftical  ftofy.    Ppcock,  Specimen^  p.  69-  83. 

32  Mr}  i^giytti  (K  rufv  jSac■^.^e^w>,  is  the  fcport  of  Agatharades  (de 
Marl  RubrQ>  p.  63 >  64-  >n  Hudfon,  torn,  i.),  Diodorus  Sicu1u9 
(torn.  i.  1.  iii.'c.  47.  p.  215.)*  and  Strabo  (1.  xvi.  p.  11 24.}.  But  I 
much  fufpedt  that  this  is  one  of  the  popular  tales,  or  cxtraordinajiy 
accidents,  which  the  credulity  ortravcll^  fo  often  tranrforpis  iBtQ 
a  fadtj  a  cudomi  and  a  law* 

prince^ 
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princes  ^of  their  country ;    but  they  rdgncd,  like  C  H^  P. 
Pericles  at  Athens,  or  the  Medici  at  Florence,  by 
the  opinion  of  their  wifdom  and  integrity ;  their 
influence  was  divided  with  their  patrimony;  and 
the  fceptre  was  transferred  from  the  uncles  of  the 
prophet  to    a  younger    branch  of  the  tribe  of 
Koreifli.     On  folemn  occafions  they  convened  the 
aflembly  of  the  people ;  and  fince  mankind  muft 
be  either  compelled  or  perfuaded  to  obey,    the 
ufe  and  reputation  of  oratory  among  the  ancient 
Arabs  is  the  cleareft  evidence  of  public  freedom  '*, 
But  their  fimple  freedom  was  of  a  very  diflferent 
caft  from  the  nice  and  artificial  machinery  of  the 
Greek   and    Roman   republics,     in   which    each 
member  pofleffed  an  undivided  fhare  of  the  civil 
and  political  rights  of  the  community.      In  the 
more  fimple    ftate   of  the    Arabs  the  nation  is 
free,   becaufe   each   of  her   fons   difdains  a  bafe 
fubmiflion  to  the  will  of  a  matter.     His  bread  is 
fortified  with  the  auftere  virtues  of  courage,  pa- 
tience,  and  fobriety ; .  the  love  of  independence 
prompts  him  to  exercife  the  habits  of  felf-com- 
mand;    and  the  fear  of  diflionour  guards  him 
from  the  meaner  apprehenfion  of  pain,  of  danger, 
and  of  death.     The  gravity  and  firmnefs  of  the 
mind  is  confpicuous   in  his  outward  demeanor: 
his  fpeech  is  flow,  weighty,  and  concife,  he  is 
feldom  provoked  to  laughter,  his  only  gefture  is 
that  of  ftroking  his  beard,  the  venerable  fymbol 

31  Non  gloriabantur  antiquitus  Arabcs,  niii  gladio,  hofpite>  et 
fhquentid  (Sephadius,  apud  Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  i6x,  162.)-  This 
gift  of  fpeech  they  ihared  only  with  the  Perfians;  and  the  fenten- 
tious  Arabs  would  probably  have  difilained  the  fimple  and  fublime 
ic^ic  of  pemofthcnes. 
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g  p  A  F.  af.  inanhood ;  and  the  fenfe  of  his  own  import- 
ance teaches  him  to  accoft  his  equals  without  le- 
vity, and  his  fuperiors  without  awe^*.  The  li- 
berty of  the  Saracens  furvived  their  conquefts: 
the  firft  caliphs  indulged  the  bold  and  familiar 
language  of  their  fubjeds :  they  afcended  the  pulpit 
to  perfuade  and  edify  the  congregation :  nor  was 
it  before  the  feat  of  empire  was  removed  to  the 
Tigris,  that  the  Abbaffides  adopted  the  proud  and 
pompous  ceremonial  of  the  Pcrfxan  and  Byzantine 
courts. 
Civil  wars  In  the  ftudy  of  nations  and  men,  we  may  ob- 
tatc^e."  »  fprve  the  caufes  that  render  them  hoftile  or  friendly 
^engc.  to  each  other,  that  tend  to  narrow  or  enlarge,  to 
mollify  or  exafperatc,  the  focial  charader.  The 
reparation  of  the  Arabs  from  the  reft  of  mankind, 
has  accuftomed  them  to  confound  the  ideas  of 
ftranger  and  enemy ;  and  the  poverty  of  the  land 
has  introduced  a  maxim  of  jurifprudence,  which 
they  believe  and  praftife  to  the  prefent  hour. 
They  pretend,  that  in  the  divifion  of  the  earth, 
the  rich  and  fertile  climates  were  affigned  to  the 
other  branches  of  the  human  family ;  and  that  the 
pofterity  of  the  outlaw  Ifmael  might  recover,  by 
fraud  or  force,  the  portion  of  inheritance  of 
which  he  had  been  unjuftly  deprived.  According 
to  the  remark  of  Pliny,  the  Arabian  tribes  are 
equally  addi£led  to  theft  and  merchandife :    the 


*  H  T  muft  remind  the  reader  that  d'Arvicux,  d'Hcrbelot,  and  Nic- 
buhr,  r^pcefcnt,  in  the  moft  lively  colours,  the  manners  and  gor 
.v^rnment  of  the  Arabs,  which  are  illuftrated  by  many  incidental 

j .  |ai]^ge&  in  the  life  of  Maho|uet< 

caravans 
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caravans  that  traverfe  the  defert  are  ranfomed  or  CHAP. 
pillaged ;  and  their  neighbours,  fince  the  remot* 
times  of  Job  and  Sefoftris ",  have  been  the  vic- 
tims of  their  rapacious  fpirit.  If  a  Bedoween  dif- 
covers  from  afar  a  folitary  traveller,  he  rides 
fiirioufly  againft  him,  crying,  with  a  loud  voice, 
"  Undrefs  thyfelf,  thy  aunt  (jny  wife)  is  without 
"  a  garment."  A  ready  fubmiffion  entitles  him 
to  mercy ;  refiftance  will  provoke  the  aggreffor, 
and  his  own  blood  muft  expiate  the  blood  which 
Jtie  prefumes  to  fhed  in  legitimate  defence.  A 
fingle  robber,  or  a  few  affociates,  are  branded 
with  their  genuine  name;  but  the  exploits  of  a 
numerous  band  aflame  the  charafter  of  a  lawful 
and  honourable  war.  The  temper  of  a  people, 
thus  armed  againft  mankind,  was  doubly  inflamed 
by  the  domeftic  licence  of  rapine,  murder,  and 
revenge.  In  the  conftitution  of  Europe,  the  right  ^ 
of  peace  and  war  is  now  confined  to  a  fmall,  and 
the  aftual  exercife  to  a  much  fmaller,  lift  of  re- 
fpeftable  potentates;  but  each  Arab,  with  impu- 
nity and  renown,  might  point  his  javelin  againft 
the  life  of  his  countryman.  The  union  of  the 
nation  confifted  only  in  a  vague  refemblance  of 
language  and  manners;  and  in  each  community, 
the  jurifdiftion  of  the  magiftrate  was  mute  and 
impotent.     Of ''the^time  of  ignorance  which  pre« 


?y  Obferve  the  firft  chapter  of  Job,  and  the  long  wall  of  1500 
ftadfa  which  Sefoftris  built  from  Pelufium  to  Hcliopolis  (Dfodor. 
Sicul.  torn.  i.  1.  i.  p.  67.).  Und«:?r  the  name  o^  H)c/os,  the  fhephcrd 
kirlgs,  they  had  formerly  fubdued  Egypt  (Mariliam,  Canon.  Chron. 
p.  9S— 163,  3cc.). 

ceded 
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c  H  A  P»  eeded  Mahomet,  feventeen  hundred  battles  ^^  are 
'  ^  recprd^   by  tradition :    hoftility  was   embittered 
with  the  rancour  of  civil  faftion ;  and  the  recital, 
in  profe  or  verfe,  of  an  obfolct^eiid,  was  fufficient 
to  rekindle  the  fame  paffions  Imong  the  defcendants 
of  the  hoflile  tribes.     In  private  life,  cveiy  man,^ 
at  leaft  every  family,  was  the  judge  atid  avenger 
of  its  own  caufe.     The  nice  fenfibility  of  honour, 
which  weighs  the  infult  rather  than  the  injury, 
Ihed  its   deadly  venom    on  the  quarrels  of  the 
Arabs :  the  honour  of  their  women,  and  of  their 
beardsy    is  mod  eafily  wounded ;     an    indecent 
adion,   a  contemptuous  word,   can   be   expiated 
only  by  the  blood  of  the  offender j  and  fuch  is. 
their  patient  inveteracy,   that  they  expedl  whole 
months  and  years    the   opportunity  of  revenge. 
A  fine  or  compenfation  for  murder  is  familiar  to 
the  Barbarians  of  every  age ;   but  in  Arabia  the 
kinfmen  'of  the  dead  are  at  liberty  to  accept  the 
atonement,  or  to  exercife  with  their  own  hands 
the  law  of  retaliation.     The  refined  malice  of  the 
Arabs  refufes  even  the  head  of  the   murderer, 
fubftitutes  an  innocent  to  the  guilty  perfon,  and 
transfers  the  penalty  to  the  beft  and  moft  con- 
fiderable  of  the  race  ^  by  whom  they  have  been  in- 
jured.    If  he  falls  by  their  hands,  they  are  ex- 
pofed  in  their  turn  to  the  danger  of  reprifals,  the 

J*  Or»  according  to  another  account,  xaoo  (dUcrbclot,  Biblio. 

theque  Oricntalc,  p.  75.) :  the  two  hiftorians  who  Wrote  of  the 

Ajam  aJ  Arab,  the  battles  of  the  Arabs,  lived  in  the  ix<'>  and  x*^ 

V  century.   The  famous  war  of  Dahee  and  Gabrah  was  Occa:Goned  by 

"twdhorfes,  lafted  forty  years,  and  ended  in  a  proverb  (Pocock, 

Spcimen,  p.  48.}* 
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irttereft  and  principal  of  the  bloody  debt  ai'e  ac-*^>  C  H  A  p. 
cumulated;  the  individuals  of  either  family  lead  a  «_   /    j> 
life  of  malice  and  fufpicion,  and  fifty  yesCvs  may 
fometimes  elapfe  before  the  account  of  vengeance 
be   finally  fettled".     This  fanguinary  fpirit,    ig- 
norant of  pity  or  forgivenefs,  has  been  moderated, 
however,  by  the  maxims  of  honour,  which  re- 
quire in  every  private  encounter  fortie  decent  equa- 
lity of  age  and  ftrength,  of  numbers  and^  weapons. 
An  annual  feftival  of  two,  perhaps  of  four,  months,  Annual 
was  obferved  by  the  Arabs   before  the  time  of 
Mahomet,  during  which  their  fwords  were  reli-* 
gioufly  fheathed   both  in   fordgn   and    domeftic 
hoftility ;  and  this  partial  truce  is  more  ftrongly 
expreflive  of  the  habits  of  anarchy  and  warfare  ^^ 

But  the  fpirit  of  rapine  and  revenge  was  at-  Their  fo- 
tempered  by  the  milder  influence  of  trade  and  lite-  HficaSons 
rature.     The  folitary  peninfula  is  cncompaffed  by  *u^J**^" 
the  moft  civilized  nations  of  the  ancient  world : 
the  merchant  is  the  friend  of  mankind :  and  the 
sumual  caravans  imported  the  firfl:  feeds  of  know-  , 
ledge  and  politenefs  into  the  cities,  and  even  the 
camps  of  the  defert.     Whatever  may  be  the  pedi- 
gree of  the  Arabs,  their  language  is  derived  from. 

?7  The  modern  theory  and  pradtice  of  the  Arabs  in  the  revenge 
of  murder,  are  defcribcd  by  Nicbuhr  (Defcription,  p.  a6 — 31.), 
The  harfher  features  of  antiquity  may  be  traced  in  the  KoraOi  c.  %, 
p.  20.  c.  17.  p.  230.  with  Sale's  Obfervations, 

^  Procopius  (de  Bell.  Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  16.)  places  the  ttvo  holy 
months  about  the  fummer  folftice.    The  Arabians  confecrate  Jour    . 
months  of  the  year— the  firft,  feventh,  eleventh,  and  twelfth ;  and 
pretend,  that  in  a  long  feries  of  ages  the  truce  was  infringed"  only     * 
four  or  fix  times  (Saie*«  Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  T47— 150.  jmd    ' 
Notes  on  the  ix***  chapter  of  the  Koran,  p.  1^4,  &c.  Cafiri,  Bibl!^4 
Uifpano- Arabica,  torn,  ii,  p.  20,  %u).  .  ^    •        .   .  ^ 

the 
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CHAP,  the  fame  original  (lock  with  the  Hebrew,  the  Syriac,. 
and  the  Chaldeean  tongues;  the  independence  of 
the  tribes  was  marked  by  their  peculiar  dialefts  ^* ; 
but  each,  after  their  own,  allowed  a  juft  preference 
to  the  pure  and  perfpicuous  idiom  of  Mecca.     In 
Arabia  as  well  as  in  Greece,  the  perfection  of  Ian* 
guage  outftripped  the  refinement  of  manners ;  and 
her  fpeech  could  diverfify  the  fourfcore  names  of 
honey,  the  two  hundred  of  a  ferpent,  the  five  hun- 
dred of  a  lion,  the  thoufand  of  a  fword,  at  a  time 
when  this  copious  diftionary  was  entrufted  to  the 
memory  of  an  illiterate  people.     The  monuments  of 
the  Homerites  were  infcribed  with  an  obfolete  and 
myfterious  charafter;    but  the  Cufic   letters,  the 
ground  work  of  the  prelent   alphabet,    were  in- 
vented on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates ;  and  the 
recent  invention  was  taught  at  Mecca  by  a  ftranger 
who  fettled  in  that  city  after  the  birth  of  Mahomet. 
The  arts  of  grammar,  of  metre,  and  of  rhetoric, 
,  were  uiiknown  to  the  freeborn  eloquence  of  the 
Arabians;  but  their  penetration  was  fliarp,  their 
fancy  luxuriant,  their  wit  ftrong  and  fententious  *^, 

19  Arrian,  in  the  fecond  century,  remarks  (m  Pcriplo  Marig 
Erythraei,  p.  xi.  tlie  partial  or  total  difference  of  the  dialeiis  of  the 
Arabs.  Their  language  and  letters  are  copioufly  treated  by  Pocock 
(Specimen,  p.  150— ii40t  Cafiri,  Bibliot.  Hifpano-AraSica,  tom.i. 
p.  I.  83.  191.  tohi.  ii.  p.  25,  Sec),  and  Niebuhr  (Dcfcriplion  de 
VArabie,  p.  7*— 86.).  I  pafs  flightly  j  I  am  not  fond  of  repeating 
-words  lite  a  parrot. 

40  A  familiar  tale  in  Voltaire's  Zadig  (le  Chien  et  Ic  Cheval)  is  re* 
lated,  to  prove  the  natural  fagacity  of  the  Arabs  (dUerbelot,  Bibliot* 
Orient,  p.  1*0,  lai.  Gagnier,  Vie  de  Mahomet,  torn.  i.  p.  37 — ^46.); 
but  d'Arvieux,  or  rather  La  Roque  (Voyage  de  Paleftine,  p.  s%>% 
denies  tht  boafted  fuperiority  of  the  Bedoweens»  The  one  hundred 
*  and  fixty-ninc  fentencerf  of  AVi  (tranflated  by  Ockley,  London^ 
17x8)  afiford  a  jult  and  favourable  fpecimen  of  Arabian  wit. 

,3  and 
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and  their  more  elaborate  compofitions  were  addreflC-  ^  tt  A  p. 
ed  with  energy  and  eScGt  to  the  minds  of  their  ■  -J^_f 
hearers.  The  genius  and  merit  of  a  rifing  poet  Love  of 
was  celebrated  by  the  applaufe  of  his  own  and  the 
kindred  tribes.  A  folemn  banquet  was  prepi^ed^ 
and  a  chorus  of  women,  ftriking  their  tymbal$^ 
and  difplaying  the  pomp  of  their  nuptials,  fung  ia 
the  prefence  of  their  fons  and  hulbands  the  felicity 
of  their  native  tribe;  that  a  champion  had  now 
appeared  to  vindicate  their  rights ;  that  a  herald 
had  raifed  his  voice  to  immortalife  their  renown. 
The  diftant  or  hoftile  tribes  reforted  to  an  annual 
fair,  which  was  aboliihed  by  the  fanaticifm  of  the 
firft  Moflems  ;  a  national  affembly  that  mud  have 
contributed  to  refine  and  harmonife  the  Barbarians. 
Thirty  days  were  employed  in  the  exchange,  not 
only  of  com  and  wine,  but  of  eloquence  and 
poetry.  The  prize  was  difputed  by  the  generoiK 
emulation  of  the  bards  ;  tha  vidorious  performance 
was  depofited  in  the  archives  of  princes  and  emirs ; 
and  we  may  read  in  our  own  language,  the  feven 
original  poems  which  were  inftribed  in  letters  of 
gold,  and  fufpended  in  the  temple  of  Mecca  *'.  The 
Arabian  poets  were  the  hiftorians  and  moralifts  of 
the  age ;  and  if  they  fympathifed  with  the  pre- 
judices, they  infpired  and  crowned  the  virtues,  of 
their  countrymen.     The  indiffoluble  union  of  ge- 

41  Pocock  (Specimen,  p.  158—161.)  and  Cafiri  (Bibliot.  Hifpano* 
Aiabica»  torn.  i.  p.  4S.  84.,  &c.  119.  torn,  ii*  p*  ly,  Sec.}  fpeak  of  the 
Arabian  poets  before  Mahomet;  the  feven  poems  of  the  Caaba  have 
been  publifhed  in  £n?lifh  by  Sir  William  Jones ;  but  his  hoiK)tlrable 
miiHon  to  India  has  deprived  us  of  his  own^iote^^  far  more  inu- 
refting  than  the  obfcure  and  obfolete  text; 

Vol-  IX.  R  nerofity 
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nerofity  and  valour  was  the  darling  theme  of  their 
fong;  md  when  they  pointed  their  keeneft  fatirc 
againft  a  defpicable  race,  they  affirmed,  in  the 
bitternefs  of  reproach,  that  the  men  knew  not 
Example?  how  to  give,  nor  the  women  to  deny"^*.  The 
o  genero-  ^^^^  hofpitality,  which  was  praftifed  by  Abraham 
and  celebrated  by  Homer, ,  is  ftill  renewed  in  the 
camps  of  the  Arabs.  The  ferocious  Bedoweens, 
the  terror  of  the  defert,  embrace,  without  in- 
quiry or  hefitation,  the  ftranger  who  dares  to  confide 
in  their  honour  and  to  enter  their  tent.  His  treat- 
ment is  kind  and  refpeftful ;  he  fhares  the  wealth 
or  the  poverty  of  his  hoft ;  and,  after  a  needful 
repofe,  he  is  difmiiffed  on  his  way,  with  thanks, 
with  bleffiqgs,  and  perhaps  with  gifts.  The  heart 
and  hand  are  more  largely  expanded  by  the  wants 
of  a  brother  or  a  friend ;  but  the  heroic  ads  that 
could  deferve  the  public  applaufe,  muft  have  fur- 
paffed  the  narrow  meafure  of  difcretion  and  expe- 
rience. A  difpute  had  arifen,  who,  among  the 
citizens  of  Mecca,  was  entitled  to  the  prize  of 
generofity ;  and  a  fucceffive  application  was  made 
to  the  three  who  were  deemed  moft  worthy  of  the 
trial.  Abdallah,  the  fon  of  Abbas,  had  under- 
taken a  diftant  journey,  and  his  foot  was  in  the 
ftirrup  when  he  heard  the  voice  of  a  fuppHant, 
O  fon  of  the  uncle  of  the  apoftle  of  God,  I  am 
a  traveller,  and  in  diftrefs  !*'  He  inftantly  dif- 
mounted  to  prefent  the  pilgrim  with  his  camel, 
her  rich  caparifon,  and  a  purfe  of  four  thoufand 
pieces  of  gold,  excepting  only  the  fword,  either  for 
its  intrinfic  value,  or  as  the  gift  of  an  honoured 

5*  Sale's  Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  29,  30. 

*  kinlinan* 
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kinfman.  The  fervant  of  Kais  informed  the  fe-  C  H  a  p. 
cond  fuppliant  that  his  mafter  was  afleep ;  but  he 
immediately  added,  "  Here  is  a  purfe  of  feven 
*'  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  (it  is  all  we  have  in  tKe 
"  houfe),  and  here  is  an  order,  that  will  entitle 
"  you  to  a  camel  and  a  flave:'*  the  mafter,  as 
foon  as  he  awoke,  praifed  and  enfranchifed  his  faith- 
ful fteward,  with  a  gentle  reproof,  that  by  refpeft- 
ing  his  flumbers  he  had  ftinted  his  bounty.  The 
third  of  thefe  heroes,  the  blind  Arabah,  at  the  ; 
hour  of  prayer,  was  fupporting  his  fteps  on  the 
fhoulders  of  two  flaves.  *'  Alas !"  he  replied,  '*  my 
coffers  are  empty !  but  thefe  you  may  fell  j  if 
you  refufe,  I  renounce  them.^*  At  thefe  words, 
pufliing  away  the  yeuths,  he  groped  along  the  wall 
with  his  ftaff.  The  charafter  of  Hatem  is  the  per- 
fect model  of  Arabian  virtue  ^\ ;  he  was  brave  and 
liberal,  an  eloquent  poet  and  a  fuccefsful  robber : 
forty  camels  were  roafted  at  his  holpitable  feaft ; 
and  at  the  prayer  of  a  fuppliant  enemy,  he  reftor- 
ed  both  the  captives  and  the  fpoil.  The  freedom 
of  his  countrymen  difdained  the  laws  of  juftice: 
they  proudly  indulged  the  fpCntaneous  impulfe  of 
pity  and  benevolence. 

The  religion  of  the  Arabs  "**,  as  well  as  of  the  Ancient 
Indians,  confifted  in  the  worfhip  of  the  fun,  the  ^'^^^'•^'^• 

moon, 

45  D'Hcrbclot,  Bibliot/Orient.  p.  458.  Gagnier,  Vie  de  Maho- 
met, torn.  iii.  p.  118  Caah  r.nJ  Hefniis  (Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  43. 
46'.  4S.)  were  likevvife  confpicuous  for  their  libtrality  ;  and  the  lat- 
ter is  elegantly  praifed  by  an  Arabian  poet:  **  Videbis  cum  cum 
accefferia  exultantem,  ac  U  dares  illi  quod  ab  illo  petis." 

44-  Whatever  can  now  be  known  of  the  idolatry  of  the  ancient 
Arabians^  may  be  found  in  Pocock  (Specimen,  p.  89 — 136.  1631   * 

R»  164;). 
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C  HA  p.  itioon^  and  the  fixed  ftars,  a  primitive  and  fpcci- 
ous  mode  of  fuperftition.  The  bright  luminaries 
of  the  fky  difplay  the  vifible  image  of  a  Deity  :  their 
number  and  diftance  convey  to  a  philofophic,  or 
even  a  vulgar  eye,  the  idea  of  boundlefs  fpace: 
the  chara9:er  of  eternity  is  marked  on  thefe  folid 
globes,  that  feera  incapable  of  corruption  or  decay : 
the  regularity  of  their  motions  may  be  afcribed  to  a 
principle  of  reafon  or  inftind ;  and  their  real  or 
imaginary  influence  encourages  the  vain  belief  that 
the  earth  and  its  inhabitants  are  the  objeft  of  their 
peculiar  care.  The  fcience  of  aftronomy  was  cul- 
tivated at  Babylon  >  but  the  fchool  of  the  Arabj  • 
was  a  clear  firmament  and  a  naked  plain.  In  their 
no£turual  marches,  they  fleered  by  the  guidance 
of  the  ftars :  their  names,  and  order,  and  daily 
flation,  were  familiar  to  the  curiofity  and  devotioa 
of  the  Bedoween ;  and  he  was  taught  by  experience 
to  divide  in  twenty-eight  parts,  the  zodiac  of  the 
moon,  and  to  blefs  the  conftellations  who  refreflied, 
with  falutary  rains,  the^  thirft  of  the  defert.  The 
reign  of  the  heavenly  orbs  could  not  be  extended 
beyond  the  vifible  fphere ;  and  fome  metaphyfical 
powers  were  neceffary  to  fuftain  the  tranfmigration 
gf  fouls  and  the  refurreftion  of  bodies :  a  camel 
was  left  to  perifh  on  the  grave,  that  he  might  ferve 
his  mafter  in  another  life ;  and  the.  invocation  of 
departed  fpirits  implies  that  they  were  ftill  endowed 
with  confcioufnefs  and  power.  I  am  ignorant,  and 
I  am  carelefs,  of  the  blind  mythology  of  the  Bar- 

t64.)«  His  profound  erudition  is  more  clearly  Snd  conclfely  in- 
terpreted by  Sale  (Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  14 — z*..);  and  AfTe- 
manni  (Bibliot  Orient,  torn.  iv.  p.  jSo — 590.)  has  added  fome  va» 
luable  remarks. 

barians ; 
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barians  ;  of  the  local  deities,  of  the  ftars,  the  air,  C  HA  p. 
and  the  earth,  of  their  fex  or  titles,  their  attri-  u  -l-^ 
butes  or  fubordination.  Each  tribe,  each  family, 
each  independent  warrior,  created  and  changed  the 
rites  and  the  objeft  of  his  fantaftic  worfliip ;  but 
the  nation,  in  every  age,  has  bowed  to  the  reli- 
gion, as  well  as  to  the  language,  of  Mecca.  The  ThcCaaba 
genuine  antiquity  of  the  Caaba  afcends  beyond  of  m^cI 
the  Chriftian  sera :  in  defcribing  the  coaft  of  the 
Red  Sea,  the  Greek  hiftorian  Diodorus  *^  has  re- 
marked, between  the  Thamudites  and  the  Sabaeans, 
a  famous  temple,  whofe  fuperior  fanftity  was  re- 
vered by  all  the  Arabians :  the  linen  or  (ilken 
veil,  which  is  annually  renewed  by  the  Turkifli  em- 
peror, was  firft  offered  by  a  pious  king  of  the  Ho- 
merites,  who  reigned  feven  hundred  years  before  the 
time  of  Mahomet  *^.  A  tent  or  a  cavern  might  fuffice 
for  the  worfhip  of  the  favages,  but  an  edifice  of 
ftone  and  clay  has  been  erefted  in  its  place ;  and 
the  art  and  power  of  the  monarchs  of  the  Eaft 
have  been  confined  to  the  fimplicity  of  the  original 

(Diodor.  Sicul.  torn.  i.  I.  ili.  p.  zii.)*  '^he  charadter  and  pofition 
are  fo  corredlly  appofite,  that  I  am  furprifed  how  this  curious  paf. 
fage  ftiould  have  been  read  without  noticeor  application.  Yet  thU 
famous  temple  had  been  overlooked  by  Agatharcides  (de  Marl 
Rubroy  p«58.  in  Hudfon,  torn,  i.)*  whom  Diodorus  copies  in  the 
reft  of  the  defcription.  Was  the  Sicilian  more  knowing  than  the 
Egyptian  ?  Or  was  the  Caaba  built  between  the  years  of  Rome 
650  and  746,  the  dates  of  their  refpedlive  hiftories?  (Dodwell,  in 
Diflert.  ad  tom.  i.  Hudfon,  p.  ^t,,  Fabrit:ius,  Bibliot.  Gro^c.  torn.  it. 
p.  770.), 

4*  pocock,  Specimen,  p.  6q,  6r.    Fromthedeath  of  Mahomet  we  • 
afcend  to  68,  from  his  birth  to  129,  years,  before  the  Chriftian  sera. 
The  veil  or  curtain,  which  is  now  of  filk  and  gold,  was  no  more 
than  a  piece  of  Egyptian  linen  (Abulfeda^  in  Vit.  Mohammed,  c.  6. 

R  3  modelt 
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model  *^  A  fpa'cious  portico  inclofes  the  qua-- 
drangle  of  the  Caaba ;  a  fquare  chapel,  twenty- 
four  cubits  long,  twenty-three  broad,  and  twenty- 
feven  high :  a  door  and  a  window  admit  the  light ; 
the  double  roof  is  fupported  by  three  pillars  of 
wood ;  a  fpout  (now  of  gold)  difcharges  the  rain- 
water, and  the  well  Zemzem  is  proteflied  by  a 
dome  from  accidental^  pollution.  The  tribe  of  Ko- 
reifh,  by  fraud  or  force,  had  acquired  the  cuftody 
of  the  Caaba:  the  facerdotal  office  devolved  through 
four  lineal  defcents  to  the  grandfather  of  Ma- 
homet ;  and  the  family  of  the  Haftiemites,  from 
whence  he  fprung,  was  the  moft  refpeftable  and 
facred  in  the  eyes  of  their  country^'.  The  pre- 
cinfts  of  Mecca  enjoyed  die  rights  of  fanftuary ; 
and,  in  the  lafl  month  of  each  year,  the  city  and 
the  temple  were  crowded  with  a  long  train  of  pil- 
grims, who  prefented  their  vows .  and  offerings  in 
the  houfe  of  God.  The  fame  rites,  which  are  now 
accomplifhed  by  the  faithful  Mufulman,  were  in- 
vented and  praftifed  by  tjie  fuperftition  of  the  ido- 
laters. At  an  awful  dijftance  they  caft  away  their 
garments :  feven  times,  with  hafty  fteps,  they  en- 
cirlced  the  Caaba,  and  kiffed  the    black  ftone : 

47  The  original  plan  of  the  Caaba  (which  is  fervilely  copied  in 
Sale,  the  Univerfal  Hiftory,  &c.)  was  a  Turkiih  draught,  which  Re- 
land  (de  Religione  Mohammedica,  p.  113— njOhascorrcfted  and 
explained  from  the  beft  authorities.  For  the  defcription  and  legend 
of  the  Caaba,  confult  Pocock  (Specimen,  p.  115 — 12a.),  the  Biblio- 
theque'Orientale  of  d  Herbelot  {Caabuy  Hagirt  Zemzem^  Sec),  and 
Sale  (Prehminary  Difcourfe,  p.  114 — ia».). 

4-3  Cofa,  the  fifth  anceftor  of  Mahomet,  muft  have  ufurped  the 
Caaba  A.  D.  440 ;  but  the  ftory  is  d'lferently  told  by  JaunaW  (Gag- 
nier,  Vie  de  Mahomet,  torn.  i.  p.  65—69.)  and  by  Abulfeda  (in  Vit. 
Moham.  c/6.  p.  13.)* 

feven 
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fefven  times  they  vifited  and  adored  the  adjacent  CHAP.' 
Qiountains  :  feven  times  they  threw  ftones  into  the  \_,^^_i 
valley  of  Mina ;  and  the  pilgrimage  was  atchieved, 
as  at  the  prefent  hour,  by  a  facrifice  of  fheep  and 
camels,  and  the  burial  of  their  hair  and  njjils  in 
the  confecrated  ground.  Each  tribe  either  found 
or  introduced  in  the  Caaba  their  domeftic  worfhip  : 
the  temple  was  adorned,  or  defiled,  with  three 
hundred  and  fixty  idols  of  men,  eagles,  lions,  and 
antelopes  ;  and  moll  confpicuous  wa»  the  ftatue  of 
Hebal,  of  red  agate,  holding  in  his  hand  feven  ar- 
rows, without  heads  or  feathers,  the  inftruments 
and  fymbols  of  profane  divination.  But  this  ftafue 
was  a  monument  of  Syrian  arts:  the  devotion  of 
the  ruder  ages  was  content  with  a  pillar  or  a  tablet ; 
^d  the  rocks  of  the  defert  were  hewn  into  gods 
or  altars,  in  imitation  of  the  black  ftone"^'  of 
Mecca,  which  is  deisply  tainted  with  the  reproach 
of  an  idolatrous  origin.  From  Japan  to  Peru,  Sacrifices 
the  ufe  of  facrifice  has  univerfally  prevailed ;  and 
the  votary  has  expreffed  his  gratitude,  or  fear,  by 
deftroying  or  confuming,  in  honour  of  the  gods, 
the  deareft  and  moft  precious  of  their  gifts.  The 
life  of  a  man  ^°  is  the  moft  precious  oblation  to  depre-' 

.  cate . 

- » 
• 

<9  In  the  fecond  century,  Maximus  of  Tyre  attributes  to  the 
Arabs  the  worfhip  of  a  ftone— A^ajSto*  a^ao-i  fxtv^  omva  of  hk 
ot^a,  TO  ^s  ayocXfAot  «^» ;  Xifio?  »j»  nT^aymo^  (djfl'ert.  viii.  tooi.  L 
p.  142.  edit«  Rcilke)  ;  and  the  reproach  is  furioufly  re-echoed  by  the 
Chriftians  (Clemens  Alex,  in  Protreptico,  p.  40.  Arnobius  contra 
Gentes,l.vi.  p.  246.).  -Yet  thefe  ftones  were  no  other  than  the 
$ccnv7^oe,  of  Syria  and  Greece,  fo  renowned  in  facred  and  profane 
antiquity  (Eufeb.  Prsep. Evangel,  l/i.  p.sy.Marfham,  Canon.  Chron. 

50  The  two  horrid  fubjedls  of  Ar^'^oOv^ia  and  naiJoOuo-ta,  are  ac- 
curately dlfcufled  by  the  learned  Sir  John  Marfliam  (Canon.  Chron. 

R4  p.  7<5— 
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"CHAP.  C9!tt^2,  public  calamity:  the  altars  of  Phcenicifit 
and  Egypt,  of  Rome  and  Carthage,  have  been 
polluted  with  human  gore  ;  the  cruel  pradice  was 
long  prcfervcd  among  the  Arabs  ;  in  the  third  cen- 
tury, a  boy  was  annually  facrificed  by  the  tribe  of 
the  Dumatians  ** ;  and  a  royal  captive  was  pioufly 
flaughtered  by  the  prince  of  the  Saracens,  the  ally 
and  foldier  of  the  emperor  Jtiftinian  '*.  A  parent 
who  drags  his  fon  to  the  altar,  exhibits  the  moft 
painftil  and  fifblime  eflFort  of  fanaticifm ;  the  deed, 
or  the  intention,  was  fanftified  by  the  example  of 
faints  and  heroes;  and  the  father  of  Mahomet 
faimfelf  was  devoted  by  a  rafh  vow,  and  hard^r 
ly  ranfomed  for  the  equivalent  of  an  hundred 
camels.  In  the  rime  of  ignorance,  the  Arabs, 
Kke  the  Jews  and  Egyptians,  abftained  fromi 
thife    t^e   of  fwine's    flefli";    they    circumcif- 

e4 

p*  76^73*  30X'^3O4«).  Saiichooiatbc  derives  the  Phcenlci^n  facrifices 
from  Uie  example  of  Chronus ;  but  wc  arc  ignorant  whether  Chronu$ 
lived  before  or  after  Abraham ,  or  indeed  whether  he  lived  at  all. 

9'  K«t'  eTOf  iKarcv  vAiht  t^votf  is  the  reproach  of  Porphyry;  but  he 
likewife  imputes  to  the  Roman  the  fame  barbarous  cuftom*  whichi 
A.  U.  C.  6|7»  had  been  BnaUy  aboliihed.  Dumsetha,  Da^mat  a} 
Gendal,  is  noticed  by  Ptolemy  (Tabul.  p.  37.  Arabia,  p.  9—19.) 
and  Abiilfed^  (p.  57.}  j  and  may  be  foqnd  in  d'^^nviQe's  maps,  in  the 
mid-defert  oetween  Chaibar  and  Tadmor,  "" 

5*  Procopius  (de  Bcl!.Per(ieo,l.i.c,28.)>Evag"W8  (1.  vL  c.2i.}»anid 
Pocock  (Specimen,  p.  f%,  86.),  atteft  the  human  facrifices  qf  the  Arabs 
in  the  vi'*  century.  The  danger  and  efcape  of  Abdallah,  is  a  tradi- 
tion rather  than  a  fad  (Gagnier,  Vie  de  Mahomet,  tom>  i.  p*  81— ^4.% 

51  Suillis  camibus  abftinent|  fays  Solinus  (Polyhiftor.  c.  33  ),  v/ho 
c'opies  Pliny  (I.  viii.  c.  68-)  in  the  ftrange  fuppolition,  that  hogfi  can- 
not live  in  Arabia.  The  Egyptians  were  a^uated  by  a  natural  and 
fuperftitious  horror  for  that  unclean  beaft  (Marfliam,  Canon,  p.  105.}, 
'fhe  pjd  Arabians  Uke^^ife  pra^ifed,/^_f  (?i/«i»^  thc'rite  of  ablutloii 

(Herpdpt, 
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cd^^  thdr  children  at  the  age  of  puberty:  the  c  H  A.p. 
fame  cuftoms,  without  the  cenfure  or  the  precept  »_  ^-  ^ 
of  the  Koran,  have  been  filently  tranfmitted  to  their 
pofterity  and  -profelytes.  It  has  been  fagacioufly 
conjeftured,  that  the  artful  legiflator  indulged  the 
ftubbom  prejudices  of  his  countrymen.  It  is  more 
fimple  to  believe  that  he  adhered  to  the  habits  and 
opinions  of  his  youth,  without  forefeeing  that  a' 
praftice  congenial  to  the  climate  of  Mecca,  might 
become  ufelefs  or  inconvenient  on  the  banks  of 
the  Danube  or  the  Volga. 

Arabia  was  free:  the  adjacent  kingdoms  were  Jptro^uc- 
ihaken  by  the  ftorms  of  conqueft  and  tyranny,  and-  Sabians. 
the  perfecuted  fefts  fled  to  the  happy  land  where 
jliey  might  profefs  what  they  thought,  and  praftife 
what^they  profeffed.  The  religions  of  the  Sabians 
and  Magians,'  of  the  Jews  and  ChriftiaiM,  were 
difleminated  from  the  Perfian  Gulf  to  the  Red  3ea. 
In  a  remote  period  of  antiquity,  Sabiailifm  wag 
diffufed  over  Afia  by  the  fcience  of  the  Chaldeans  " 
^d  the  arms  of  the  Aflyrians.  From  the  obferva- 
ticHis  of  two  tboufand  years,  the  priefts  and  aftro^ 

(Herodot.  1.  i,  c.  80.),  which  isfatiAified  by  the  Mahometan  law 
(Rdand>  p.  75,  &c.  Chardin,  or  rather  the  Mbllabof  Shaw  Abbas; 
torn.  iv.  p.  71,  &c.) 

54  The  Mahometan  dodlors  are  not  fond  of  the  fubjeca ;  yet  they 
liold  circumciiion  rieceflary  to  (alvation,  and  even  pretend  that  Ma- 
homet, was  miraculoufly  born  without  a  foreikin  (Pocock,  Sped- 
men,  p.  319,  jao.  Salp's  Preliminary  Difcouife,  p.  106,  loj.)- 

ss  Diodorus  Siculus  (tom*  i.  1.  ii.  p.  I42'^i45*)  has  cflft  on  their 
r/effgton  the  curious  but  fuperficial  glanee  of  a  Greek.  Their  aftrb- 
nomy  would  be  far  n^ore  valuable :  they  had  looked  through  the 
^elefcope  of  reafon,  fince  they  could  doubt  whether  the  fUn  were  in 
|bp  ii)f  mber  of  thip  plafiets  or  of  the  fixed  (tars* 

|iomer«' 
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nomers  of  Babylon  '^  deduced  the  eternal  laws  of 
nature  and  providence.  They  adored  the  feven 
gods  or  angels  who  direded  the  courfe  of  the  feven 
planets,  and  flied  their  irrefiftible  influence  on  the 
earth.  The  attributes  of  the  feven  planets,  with 
the  twelve  figns  of  the  zodiac,  and  the  twenty- 
four  conftellations  of  the  northern  and  fouthern 
hemifphere,  were  reprefented  by  images  and  talif- 
mans ;  the  feven  days  of  tlie  week  were  dedicated  to 
their  refpe£live  deities ;  the  Sabians  prayed  thrice 
each  day ;  ^nd  the  temple  of  the  moon  at  Haran 
was  the  term  of  their  pilgrimage  ".  But  the  flexible 
genius  of  their  faith  was  always  ready  either  to 
teach  or  to  learn  :  in  the  tradition  of  the  creation, 
the  deluge,  and  the  patriarchs,  they  held  a  Angu- 
lar agreement  with  their  Jewifli  captives ;  they  ap. 
•  pealed  to  the  fecret  books  of  Adam,  Seth,  and 
Enoch;  and  a  flight  infufion  of  the  gofpel  has 
transformed  the  lafl:  remnant  of  the  Polytheifl:s  into 
the  Chrifliians  _of  St.  John,  in  the  territory  of  Baf- 
Thc  Ma-    fora  ^^     The  altars  of  Babylon  were  overturned 

gians.  '  '  , 

by 

^  Simplicius  (who  quotes  Porphyry),  de  Caelo,  1.  ii.  com.  advi. 
p.  12^.  lin.  i8.  apud  Marfliam^  danoii.  Chron.  p.  474.  who  doubta 
the  fad,  becaufe  it  is  adverfe  to  his  fyftems.  The  earlieft  date  of 
the  Chaldean  obfervations  is  the  year  2*34  before  Chrift.  After  the 
conqueft  of  Babylon  by  Alexander,  they  were  communicated,  at  the 
/  requeft  of  Ariftotle,  to  the  aflronomer  Hipparchus.  What  a  mo- 
ment in  the  annals  of  fcicnce  ! 

57  Pocock  (Specimen,  p.  138— 1 4^0 >  Hottinger  (Hift.  Oriental, 
p.  162—203),  Hyde  (dc  ReligionejVet.  Pcrfarum,  p.  ia4-  ia8,&e.), 
d'Herbelot  {Sahi,  p.  725,  7a60>  and  Sale  (Preliminary  Difcourfe, 
p.  14, 15  ),  rather  excite  than  gratify  our  curiofity ;  and  the  laft  of 
t^efe  writers  confounds  Sabianifm  with  the  primitive  religion  pf  the 
-   Arabs. 

53  D'AnvUle  (I  Euphrates  de  le  Tigre,  p.  130—147.)  will  fix  the 
p^iition  of  thefe  ambiguous  Chriftiansj  AflTemannus  (Bibliot.  Ori- 
ental. 
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by  the  Magians ;  but  the  injuries  of  the  Sabians  ^  ^^  ^• 
were  revenged  by  the  fword  of  Alexander ;  Perfia  v,^-v*»^ 
groaned  above  five  hundred  years  under  a ,  foreign 
yoke ;  and  the  pureft  difciples  of  Zoroafter  efcaped  . 
from  the  contagion  of  idolatry,  and  breathed  with 
their  adverfaries  the  freedom  of  the  defert ''.     Seven  '^^^  ^^^^* 
hundred  years  before  the  death  of  Mahomet,  the 
Jews  were  fettled  in  Arabia:    and  a  far  greater 
multitude  was  expelled  from  the  holy  land  in  the 
wars  of  Titus  and  Hadrian.     The  induftrious  exiles 
afpired  to  liberty  and  power:    they  erefted  fyna- 
gogues  in  the  cities  and  caftles  in  the  wildemefs, 
and  their  Gentile  converts  were  confounded  with 
the  children  of  Ifrael,  whom  they  refembled  in  the 
outward    mark   of  circumcifion.      The   Chriftian  T^eChrif- 
miflionaries  were  ftill  more  aftive  and  fuccefsful: 
the  Catholics  afferted  their    univerfal   reign ;    the 
fefts  whom  they  oppreffed  fucceffively  retired  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  Roman  empire ;  the  Mar- 
cionites  and  the  Manichseans  difperfed  their  phan- 
tajik    opinions     and     apocryphal     gofpels ;     the 
churches  of  Yemen,  and  the  princes  of  Hira  and 
Gaffan,  were  inftrufted  in  a  purer  creed  by  the  Ja- 
cobite   and  Neftorian  bifliops^°.      The  liberty  of 

cntal.  torn.  iv.  p.  607—614.)  may  explain  their  tenets.  But  it  is  a 
flippcry  talk  to  afcertain  the  creed  of  an  ignorant  people,  afraid  and 
aftiamed  to  difclofe  their  fecret  traditions. 

59  The  Magi  were  fixed  in  the  province  of  Bahrein  (Gagnier,  Vie 
dc  Mahomet,  torn.  iil.  p.  ii4.)>  and  mingled  with  the  old  Arabians 
(Pocock,  Specimen,  p.  146— -ijo.)- 

^  The  ftatc  of  the  Jews  and  Chriftians  in  Arabia  is  defcribed  by  ^ 
Pocock  from  Shareftani,  &c.  (Specimen,  p.  60.  i34»  &c.)>  Huttin*- 
ger  (Hift.  Orient,  p.  aia— a38.)j  d'flerbclot  (Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  474 
—476.),  Bafnage  (Hift.  dcs  Juifs,  tom.  vii.  p.  185.  torn.  viii.  p.  280.), 
and  Sale  (Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  »z,  &c.  33,  &c.). 

choice 
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CHAP,  choice  was  prefented  to  .the  tribes :  each  Arab 
^'  was  free  to  elefl:  or  to  compofe  his  private  religion : 
and  the  rude  fuperftition  of  his  houfe  was  mingled 
"w^th  the  fublime  theology  of  faints  and  philofo- 
ph^s.  A  fundamental  article  of  faith  was  incul- 
cated by  the  confent  of  the  learned  ftrangers ;  the 
ekiftence  of  one  fupreme  God,  who  is  exalted 
above  the  powers  of  heaven  and  earth,  but  who 
^  has  often  revealed  himfelf  to  mankind  by  the  mi- 
niftry  of  his  angels  and  prophets,  and  whofe  grace 
or  juftice  has  interrupted,  by  feafbnable  miracles, 
the  order  of  nature.  The  moft  rational  of  the 
Arabs  acknowledged  his  power,  though  they  ne- 
glefted  his  worfhip  ^^ ;  and  it  was  habit  rather  than 
conviftion  that  ftill  attached  them  to  the  relics  of 
idolatry.  The  Jews  and  Chriftians  were  the  people 
ctf  the  book  ;  the  bible  was  already  tranflated  into 
the  Arabic  language  *^*,  and  the  volume  of  the  old 
te'ftament  was  accepted  by  the  concord  of  thefe  im- 
placable enemies.  In  the  ftory  of  the  Hebrew 
patriarchs,  the  Arabs  were  plcafed  to  difcover  the 
fathers  of  their  nation.     They  applauded  the  birth 

« 

•»  In  their  offerhig*,  it  \fSLs  a  maxirt  to  defraud  God  for  the  profit 
ofthe  idol,  not  a  more  potent,  but  a  more  irritable  patron  (Pocock, 
Specimen,  p.  io8, 109,). 

•»  Our  verfionf.  now  extant,  whether  Jcwifh  or  Chriftian,  appear 
niOfe  recent  than  the  Koran ;  but  the  exiftence  of  a  prior  tranflation 
may  be  fairly  inferred,  i.-From  the  perpetual  praftice  of  the  fyna- 
gOgue,  of  expounding  the  Hebrew  leflbn  by  a  paraphrafe  in  the  vulgar 
tohgue  of  the  country.  %,  From  the  analogy  of  the  Armenian,  Per^ 
fian,  ^thibpic  verpons,  exprefsly  "quoted  by  the  fathers  of  the  fifth 
century,  who  aflert  that  the  Scriptures  were  tranflated  into  all  the 
Barbaric  languages  (Walton,  Prolegorfiena  ad  Biblia  Polyglot,  p.  34, 
A— 97.  Simon,  Hift.  Critique  du  V.  et  du  N,  Teftamcnt,  torn,  i* 
*  p.  180,  x?i,  ji5i"^a86  293.  305J  306.  torn,  iv.  p.  2c6.). 

and 


OF  TH£  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  »53 

and  promifes  of  Ifmael ;    revered  the   faith  and-  chap. 
virtue  of  Abraham }  traced  his  pedigree  and 'their  •— ^^^i,„^ 
own  to  the  creation  of  the  firft  man,  and  imbibed 
with  equal  credulity,  the  prodigies  of  the  holy  text, 
and    the    dreams    and    traditions   of   the  Jewiih 
rabbis. 

The  bafe  and  plebeian  origin  of  Mahomet  is  an  Binh  and 
unfldlful  calumny  of  the  Chriftians  '\   who  exalt  oSo- 
inftead  of  degrading  the  merit  of  their  adverfary.  met,  a.d. 
His  defcent  from  IfmacI  was  a  national  privileg)e      ^     ^'^ 
or  fable ;  but  if  the  firft  fteps  of  the  pedigree  '^  are 
dark  and  doubtful,  he  could  produce  many  gene- 
ratioiis  of  pure  and  genuine  nobility :    he  fprung 
from  the  tribe  of  Koreifli  and  the  family  of  Ha- 
ihem,  the  moft  illuftrious  of  the  Arabs,  the  prince$ 
of  Mecca,    and   the   hereditary  guardians   of  the 
Caaba.     The  grandfather  of  Mahomet  was  Abdol 
Motalleb,  the  fon  of  Hafhem,  a  \jrealthy  and  ger 
nerous  citizen,   who  relieved    the  diftrefs   of  fa- 
mine with    the  fupplies    of  commerce.      Mecca, 
which  had  been  fed  by  the  liberality  of  the  father, 
was  faved  by  the  courage  of  the  fon.     The  kingr 
dom  of  Yemen  was  fubjefl:  to  the  Chriftia^t  princes 

6?  In  eo  conveniunt  omnes,  ut  plebeio  vtitqu«  genere  ortuxn,  &c, 
(Hottin^er,  Hift.  Orient,  p.  136,)-  Yet  Xiieophaned,  the  moft  an* 
cieut  of  the  Greeks,  and  the  father  of  many  a  lie,  confcffea  that  Ma- 
homet was  of  the  race  of  Ifmael,  e*  /A»aj  ymxvTxTn<;  <pv>,r,i  (Chrono- 
graph, p.  i??*)* 

64.  Abulfeda  (in  Vit.  Mohammed,  c.  i,  a.)  and  Gagnier(Vie  de 

Mahomet,  p.  »:5^^97.)  defcribe  the  popular  and  approved  genealogy, 
of  the  prophet.  At  Mecca,  I  would  not  difpute  its  authenticity :  at 
Laufanne,  I  will  venture  to  obferve,  i.  That  from  IfmaeJ  to  Maho-      » 
■let,  a  period  of  2500  years,  they  reckon  thirty,  inftead  of  fevcnty-    • 
five  generations.    %'.  That  the  modern  Bedoweens  are  ignorant  of. 
their  hiltory  and  carelefs  of  their  pedigree  (Voyage  d'Arvieux, 
p.  2oo«  X03.). 

of 
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CHAP,  of  Abyflinia :  their  vaflkl  Abrahah  was  provoked 
by  an  infult  to  avenge  the  honour  of  the  crofs  ;  and 
the* holy  city  was  inserted  by  a  train  of  elephants 
and  an  army  of  Africans.  A  treaty  was  propofed  j 
and  in  the  firft  audience,  the  grandfather  of  Ma- 
liomet  demanded  the  reftitution  of  his  cattle.  **  And 
*'  why/*  faid  Abrahah,  "  do  you  riot  rather  implore 
'^  my  clemency  in  favour  of  your  temple,  which  I 
*'  have  threatened  to  deftroy  ?**  "  Becaufe,'*  re- 
plied the  intrepid  chief,  "  the  cattle  is  my  ownf: 
**  the  Caaba  belongs  to  the  gods,  and  they  will  de- 
"  fend  their  houfe  from  injury  and  facrilege.'*  The 
want  of  provifions,  or  the  valour  of  the  Koreifli, 
compelled  the  AbyfSnians  to  a  difgraceful  retreat ; 
their  difcomfilure  has  been  adorned  with  a  miracu- 
lous flight  of  birds,  who  fliowered  down  flones  on' 
the  heads  of  the  infidels  ;  and  the  deliverance  was 
long  commemorated  by  the  aera  of  the  elephant  ^^i 
DeViver-  The  glory  of  Abdol  Motalleb  was  crowned  with  do- 
Mccca.  meftic  happinefs,  his  life  was  prolonged  to  the  age 
of  one  hundred  arid  ten  years,  and  he  became  the 
father  of  fix  daughters  and  thirteen  fons.  His  beft 
beloved  Abdallah  was  the  moft  beautiful  and  mo- 

65  The  feed  of  this  hiftory,  or  fable,  is  contained  in  the  cvth  chap- 
ter of  the  Koran ;  and  Gagnier  (in  Prxfat.  ad  Vit.  Moham.  p.  i8,  &c:) 
hastrandated  the  hiftorical  narrative  of  AbiiUcda,  which  maybe 
illuftrated  from  d'Herbelot  (Bibliot.  Oricntale,  p.  12.),  and  Pocock 
(Specimen,  p.  64.)-  Pridcaux  (Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  43.)  calls  it  2 
lie  of  the  coinage  of  Mahomet;  but  Sale  (Koran,  p«.5oi-^503.^\ 
who  is  half  a  Mufulman,  attacks  the  inconliftent  faith  of  the  Dodor 
for  believini;  the  mirriCles  of  the  Delphic  Apollo.  Maracci  (Alcoran, 
.    '  \qm.  i.  part  ii.  p.  14.  torn.  ii.  p.  813.)  afcribes  the  miracle  to  the 

devil,  and  extorts  from  the  Mahometans  the  co.nfefiion,  that  God 
would  not  have  defended  againft  the  Chrillians  the  idols  of  the  Caaba. 
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deft  of  the  Arabian  youth  ;  and  in  the  jfirft  night,  ^  ^^  ^• 
when  he  confuihmated  his  marriage  with  Amina,  of 
the  noble  race  of  the  Zahrites,  two  hundred  vir- 
gins are  faid  to  have  expired  of  jealoufy  and  de- 
fpair.  Mahomet,  or  more  properly  Mohammed, 
the  only  fon  of  Abdallah  and  Amina,  was  born  at 
Mecca,  four  years  after  the  death  of  Juftinian,  and 
two  months  after  the  defeat  of  the  Abyffinians  ^% 
whofe  viftory  would  have  introduced  into  the 
Caaba  the  religion  of  the  Chriftians.  In  his  early 
infancy,  he  was  deprived  of  his  fether,  his  mother, 
and  his  grandfather ;  his  uncles  were  ftrong  and 
numerous  ;  and  in  the  divifibn  of  the  inheritance, 
the  orphan's  fhare  was  reduced  to  five  camels  and 
an  jSlthiopian  maid-fervant.  At  home  and  abroad, 
in  peace  and  war,  Abu  Taleb,  the  moft  refpeftable 
of  his  uncles,  was  the  guide  and  guardian  of  fiis 
youth;  in  his  twenty-fifth  year,  he  entered  into 
the  fervice  of  Cadijah,  a  rich  and  noble  widow  of 
Mecca,  who  foon  rewarded  his  fidelity  with  the 
gift  of  her  hand  and  fortune.  The  marriage  con- 
traft,  in  the  fimple  ftyle  of  antiquity,  recites  the 
mutual  love  of  Mahomet  and  Cadijah ;  defcribes 
him  as  the  moft  accompliflied  of  the  tribe  of  Ko- 

65  The  fafeft  asras  of  Abulfeda  (in  Vit.  c.  i.  p.  ».),  of  Alexander, 
or  the  Greeks,  882,  of  Bocht  Nafer,  or  Nabonaffer,  1316,  equally 
lead  us  to  the  year  569.  The  old  Arabian  calendar  is  too  dark  and 
uncertain  to  fupport  the  Bcnedidincs  (Art  de  vcriftcr  les  Dates, 
p.  i5.)»  who  from  the  day  of  the  month  and  week  deduce  a  new 
mode  of  calculation,  and  remove  the. birth  of  Mahomet  to  the  year 
of  Chrift  570,  the  10^^  of  November.  Yet  this  date  would  agree 
with  the  year  88a  of  the  Greeks,  which  is  affigned  by  Elmacin  (Hift. 
Saracen,  p.  5.)  and  Abulphafagius  (Dynaft.  p.  loi-  and  Errata  Po- 
cock's  verfion).  While  we  refine  our  chronology,  it  is  poiTibic  tliat" 
the  illiterate  prophet  was  ignorant  of  his  own  age, 

I  reifli ; 
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CHAP,  iseiih ;  and  ftipuktes  a  dowry  of  twelve  ounces  of 
gold  and  twenty  camels,  which  was  fupplied  by  the 
liberality  of  his  uncle  ^\  By  this  alliance,  the  fon 
of  Abdallah  was  reftored  to  the  ftation  of  his  an- 
ceftors ;  and  the  judicious  matron  was  content  with 
his  domeftic  virtues,  till,  in  the  fortieth  year  of 
his  age*',  he  affumed  the  title  of  a  prophet,  and 
proclaimed  the  religion  of  the  Koran, 
Qnaiifica.  According  to  the  tradition  of  his  companions, 
thc"pro-  Mahomet  '•  was  diftinguilhed  by  the  beauty  of  his 
piict.  perfon,  an  outward  gift  which  is  fcldom  defpifcd, 
except  by  thofe  to  whom  it  has  been  refufed.  Be- 
fore be  fpoke,  the  orator  engaged  on  his  fide  the 
affedions  of  a  public  or  private  audience.  They 
applauded  his  commanding  prefence,  his  majeftic 
afped,   his  piercing  eye,   his  gracious  fmile,  his 

^  I  copy  the  honourable  teftimony  of  Abu  Taleb  to  his  family 
:ind  nephew*  Laus  Dei,  qui  nos  a  ftirpe  Abraliami  et  femine  If- 
maelis  conftituit,  et  nobis  re gionem  facram  dedit,  et  nos  judices 
bomiiiibus  ftatuit.  Porro  Mohammed  filius  AbdoUahi  nepotis  met 
{nepos  meus)  quo  cum  ex  azquo  librabitur  e  Korailhidis  quifpiam  cut 
HOB  praeponderaturus  eft,  bonitate  et  excellentia,  et  inteUedii  et 
gloria  et  acumine  etli  opum  inops  fuerit  (et  certe  opes  umbra  tran. 
fiens  funt  et  depofitum  quod  reddi  debet),  defiderio  Chadijac  filiae 
ChOwailedi  tenetur,  et  ilia  viciflim  ipfius,  quicqnid  autem  dotis  vice 
petieritis,  ego  in  me  fufcipiam  (Pocock^  Specimen,  e  feptima  parte 
Hbri  £bn  Hamduni). 

68  The  private  life  of  Mahomet,  from  his  birth  to  his  ];niliion,  it 
preferved  by  Abulfeda  (in  Vit.  c.  3— 7.)>  and  the  Arabian  writers  of 
genuine  or  apocryphal  note,  who  are  alleged  by  Hottinger  (Hift. 
Orient,  p.  404— 1 11.) ,  Maracci  (tom.  i.  p.  10—14),  and  Gagnicr 
(Vic  dc  Mahomet,  tom.  i.  p.  97—1 34* )  • 

•  69  Abulfeda,  in  Vit.  c.  Ixv,  Ixvi.  Gagnier,  Vie  dc  Mahomet,  tom.  iii. 
p.  271—199.  $  the  beft  traditions  of  the  perfon  and  converfation  of" 
the  prophet  are  derived  from  Ayeflra,  AH  and  Abu  Horaira  (Gagnier, 
tom.  ii.  p- 167.  Ockley^s  Hift.  of  the  Saracen's,  vol.  ii.  p.  149.),  fur- 
aamed  the  father  of  a  cat,  who  died  iu  the  year  59  of  the  Hegira* 

9  .  flowing 
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floxdng  beard,  his  caun^tenance  that  paiitted  every.  ^  ^^  ^^ 
fenfation  of  the  foul,  and  his  geftures  diat  enforced 
each  expreifion  of  the  tongue.  In  the  familiar 
offices  of  life  he  fcrupuloufly  adhered  to  the  grave 
and  ceremonious  politenels  .of  his  country:  hia 
refpedful  attention  to  the  rich  and  powerful  was 
dignified  by  his  cdndefcenfion  and  a£Fability  to  the 
pooreft  citizens  of  Mecca:  the  franknefs  of  his 
manner  concealed  the  artifice  of  his  views;  and 
the  habits  of  courtefy  were  imputed  to  perfonal 
friendfhip  or  univerfal  benevcdence.  His  memory 
was  capacious  and  retentive,  his  wit  eafy  and  fo« 
cial,  his  imagination  fublime,  his  judgment  clear» 
rapid,  and  decifive.  He  pofiefled  the  couiage 
both  of  thought  and  adion ;  and,  although  his  de* 
figns  might  gradually  expand  with  his  fuccefs,  the 
firft  idea  which  he  entertained  of  his  divine  miilion 
bears  the  ilamp  of  an  original  and  fuperior  genius. 
The  fon  of  Abdallah  was  educated  in  the  bofom  of 
the  noblefl  race,  in  the  ufe  of  the  pureft  dialed  of 
Arabia ;  and  the  fluency  of  his  fpeech  was  correfted 
and  enhanced  by  the  pradice  of  difcreet  and  feafcm- 
able  filence.  With  thefe  powers  of  eloquence, 
Mahomet  was  an  illiterate  Barbarian:  his  youth 
had  never  been  inflru€ted  in  the  arts  of  reading  and 
writing ''**;  the  common  ignorance  exempted  him 

firom 

« 

vo  Thofe  who  believe  that  Mahomet  could  read  or  write»  are  in* 
capable  of  reading  .what  is  written,  with  another  pen»in  tbeSunitSf 
or  clupters  of  the  Koran  vir.  xxiz.  xcvi.  Thefe  texts,  and  the  tra- 
dition of  the  Sonnay  are  admitted  without  doubt,  by  Abul£eda  (in 
Vit  c.  Tii.)'>  Gagnier  (Not.  ad  Abulfed.  p.  i5.}»  Pocock  (Specimen, 
f.  X5i.)>  Reland  (de  ileligioDe  Mohainmedica^  p.  %36,),  and  Sale 
(Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  44.}*    ^^'  Whitei  almoft  alone,  denies 

Vol.  IX,  S  the 
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CHAP,  from  fhame  or  reproach,  but  he  was  reduced  id 
a  narrow  circle  of  exiftence,  and  deprived  of 
thofe  faithful  mirrors,  which  refleft  to  our  nrind 
the  minds  of  fages  and  heroes.  Yet  the  book  of 
nature  and  of  man  was  open  to  his  view ;  and  fome 
fancy  has  been  indulged  in  the  political  and  phi- 
lofophical  obfervations  which  are  afcribed  to.  the 
Arabian  traveller  ^\  He  compares  the  nations 
and  the  religions  of  the  earth ;  difcovers  the  weak-- 
nefs  of  the  Perfian  and  Roman  monarchies ;  be- 
holds, with  pity  and  indignation,  the  degeneracy 
of  the  times ;  and  refolves  to.  unite,  under  one 
God  and  one  king,  the  *  invincible  fpirit  and  pri- 
mitive virtues  of  the  Arabs.  Our  more  accurate 
inquiry  will  fuggeft^  that  inftead  of  vifiting  the 
^courts,  the  camps,  the  temples  of  the  Eaft,  the 
two  jotimies  of  Mahomet  into  Syria  were  confined 
to  the  fairs  of  Boftra  and  D^mafcus ;  that  he  was 
only  thirteen  yean  of  age  when  he  accompanied 

the  igaorancc,  to  accufc  the  ii^ofturc,  of  the  prophet.  His  argu- 
ments arc  far  from  fatisfadory.  Two  (horr  trading  journies  to  the 
fairs  of  Syria,  were  furely  not  fufficient  to  infufc  a  fcience  fo  rare 
apftong  the  citizens  of  Mecca  :  it  was  not  in  the  cool  deliberate  a&. 
of  a  treaty  that  Mahomet  would  have  dropt  the  mafk ;  nor  can  any 
concludoli  Be  drawn  from  the  words  of  difeafe  and  delirium.  Tb^ 
Uttered  youth,  before  he  afpired  to  the  prophetic  cl^aradtcr,  mnft 
have  often  exercifed,  in  private  life,  the  arts  of  reading  and  writingi 
and  his  firft  converts  of  his  own  family,  would  have  been  the  firft 
to  detect  and  upbraid  his  fcandalous  hypocrify  (White's  Sermons 
p.  ao3,  204.    Notes,  p.  xxxvi— xxxviii.). 

7«  The  Count  de  Boulainvilliera  (Vie  de  Mahomed,  p.  202—222.) 
lead*  his  Arabian  pupil,  like  the  Telemachus  of  Fenelon,  or  the 
Cyrus  of  Ramfay.  His  journey  to  the  court  of  Perfia  is  probably 
a  fiiflion ;  nor  can  I  trace  the  origin  of  his  exclamation,  *«  Les  Grectt 
^  font  pourtant  des  hommes.''  The  two  Syrian  journies  are  cx^ 
preflcd  by  almoft  all  the  Arabian  writers^  both  Mahometans  and 
Chriftiatts  (Gagnier  ad  Abulfed.  p.  10.}; 
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the  caravan  of  his  uncle,  and  that  his  duty  com-  CHAP. 
pelled  him  to  return  as  foon  as  he  had  ,difpofed  of 
the  merchandife  of  Cadijah.  In  thefe  hafty  and 
fuperficial  excurfions,  the  eye  of  genius  might 
difcem  fome  objefts  invifible  to  his  groffer  com- 
panions; fome  feeds  of  knowledge  might  be  cafl: 
upon  a  fruitful  foil ;  but  his  ignorance  of  the  Sy- 
riac  language  muft  have  checked  his  curiofity; 
and  I  cannot  perceive  in  the  life  or  writings  of 
Mahomet,  that  his  profpe^S:  was  far  extended  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  Arabian  world.  From  every  re- 
gion of  that  folitary  world,  the  pilgrims  of  Mecca 
were  annually  aifembled,  by  the  calls  of  devotion 
and  commerce :  in  the  free  concourfe  of  mul- 
titudes,  a  fimple  citizen,  in  his  native  tongue, 
might  ftudy  the  political  ftate  and  charafter  of  the 
tribes,  the  theory  and  practice  of  the  Jews  and 
Chriftians..  Some  ufeful  ftrangers  might  be  tempted, 
or  forced,  to  implore  the  rights  of  hofpitality; 
and  the  enemies  of  Mahomet  have  named  the 
Jew,  the  Perfian,  and  the  Syrian  monk,  whom 
ihey  accufe  of  lending  their  fecret  aid  to  the  com- 
pofition  of  the  Koran  ^\  Converfation  enriches  the 
underftanding,  but  foKtude  is  the  fchool  of  genius  ; 
and  the  uniformity  of  a  work  denotes  the  ha!nd  of  a 
fmgle  artiil.  From  his  earlieft  youth,  Mahomet 
:was  addifted  to  religious  contemplation :  each  year, 
during    the    month   of    Ramadan,    he    withdrew 

7i  I  am  not  at  leifure  to  purfue  the  fables  or  conje<5turcs  which 
naole  the  ftrangers  acoifed  or  fufpeftcd  by  the  infidels  of  Mecca 
(Koran,  c.  16.  p.  223.  0,35.  p. 29-.  with  Sale's lUmarks.  Pridcaux's 
Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  2x— 27.  Gagnier,  Not.  ad  Abulfed.  p.  1 1.  74. 
Maracci,  tom.ii.  p.  400.).  Even  Prideaux  has  obfcrved  that  the 
tranfadion  muft  h^ve  been  fecret,  and  that  the  fccnc  lay  in  the  heart 
of  Arabia. 

S  A  from 
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c  HA  P.  ff  om  the  world  and  from  '  the  arms'  of  Cadtjah : 
'u  J-m^  in  the  cave  of  Hera,  three  miles  from  Mecca  ^^, 
he  confulted  the  fpirit  of  fraud  or  enthufiafm, 
whofe  abode  is  not  in  the  heavens,  but  iii  the 
mind  of  the  prophet.  The  faith  which,  under  the 
name  of  I/Jam,  he  preached  to  his  fiamily  and  na- 
tion, is  compounded  of  an  eternal  truth,  and  a  ne-> 
ceflary  fidion,  That  there  Is  oni-y  one  God, 

AND  THAT  MaHOMET  IS  THE  APOSTLE  OF  GoD. 

One  God,  '  It  18  the  boaft  of  the  Jewifh  apologifts,  that 
while  the  learned  nations  of  antiquity  were  deluded 
by  the  fables  of  polytheifm,  their  fimple  anceftors 
of  Paleftine  preferved  the  knowledge  and  woHhip 
of  the  true  God.  The  moral  attributes  of  Jehovah 
may  not  eafily  be  reconciled  with  the  ftandard  of 
human  virtue :  his  metaphyfical  qualities  are  darkly 
exprefled;  but  each  page  of  the  Pentateuch  and 
the  Prophets  is  an  evidence  of  his  power :  the  unity 
of  his  name  is  ^  infcribed  on  the  firft  table  of  the 
law ;  and  his  fanduary  was  never  defiled  by  any 
vifible  image  of  the  invifible  effence.  After  the 
ruin  of  the  temple,  the  fsuth  of  the  Hebrew  exiles 
was  purified,  fixed,  and  enlightened,  by  the  fpiri- 
tual  devotion  of  the  fynagogue ;  and  the  authority 
of  Mahomet  will  not  juftify  his  perpetual  reproach, 
that  the  Jews  of  Mecca  or  Medina  adored  Ezra  as 
the  fon  of  God  ^*.    But  the  children  of  Ifracl  had 

71  Abulfedain  Vit.  c.  7.  p.  iji  Gagnicr,  torn.  i.  p.  13s.  t$S'  T&c 
Htuation  of  mount  Hera  is  remarked  by  Abiilfeda  (Geograph,  Arab, 
p.  40'  Yet  Mahomet  had  never  read  o£  the  cave  of  Egeria,  ubi 
nofturnx  Numa  conftitUebat  amic^>  of  the  Idaean  mount,  where 
Minos  converfcd  with  Jove,  &c. 

74  Koran,  c.  9.  p.  153.  At  Beidawi,  and  the  other  commentators 

quoted  by  Sale,  adhere  to  the  charge  5  but  I  do  not  underftand  that 

it  is  coloured  by  the  moll  obfcurc  or  abfurd  tradition  of  the  Tal- 
mudifts.  '    ' 

ceafed 
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ceafed  ta  be  a  people ;  and  the  religions  of  the,  CHAP* 
world  were  guilty,  at  leaft  in  the  eyes  of  the  pro- 
phet, of  giving  fons,  or  daughters,  or  companions, 
to  the  fupreme  God.  In  the  rude  idolatry  of  the 
Arabs,  the  crime  is  manifeft  and  audacious :  the 
Sabians  are  poorly  excufed  by  the  pre-eminence  of 
the  firft  planet,  or  intelligence  in  their  coeleftial 
hierarchy ;  and  in  the  Magian  fyftem  the  conflid 
of  the  two  principles  betrays  the  im'perfeftion  of 
the  conqueror.  The  Chriftians  of  the  feventh  cen- 
tury had  infenfibly  relapfed  into  a  femblance  of 
paganifm ;  theif  public  and  private  vows  were 
addreffed  to  the  relics  and  images  that  difgraced 
the  temples  of  the  Eaft:  the  throne  of  the  Al- 
mighty was  darkened  by  a  cloud  of  martyrs,  and 
faints,  and  angels,  the  objefts  of  popular  venera- 
tion ;  and  the  Collyridian  heretics,  who  flouriflied 
in  the  fruitful  foil  of  Arabia,  inverted  the  Virgin 
Mary  with  the  name  and  honours  of  a  goddefs  ". 
The  myfteries  of  the  Trinity  and  Incarnation  ap- 
pear to  contradid  the  principle  of  the  divine  unity. 
In  their  obvious  fenfe,  they  introduce  three  equal 
deities,  and  transform  the  man  Jefus  into  the  fub- 
fiance  of  the  fon  of  God  ^** :  an  orthodox  comment- 
ary 

7J  Holtinger,  Hift.  Orient,  p.  a»5— -aiS.  The  CoUyrMian  herefy 
was  carried  from  Thrace  to  Arabia  by  fomc  women,  and  the  name 
was  borrowed  from  the  xoX?iwpK>  or  c^fce,  which  they  offered  to  the 
goddefs.  This  example,  that  of  Beryllus  bifliop  of  Bottra  (EuiSeb. 
Hift.  Ecclef.  1.  vi.  c.  33.)i  and  feveral  others^  mayexcufe  the  re- 
proach, Arabia  hsrefean  ferax. 

7*  The  three  goda  in  the  Koran  (c.  4.  p.  Si.  c.  5.  p.  9*.)  are  ob» 
▼toufly  direded  againft  our  Catholic  myftery  $  but  the  Arabic  com- 
mentators underftand  them  of^the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Virgia 

S  3  .  Mary, 
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CHAP,  ary  will  fatisfy  only  a  believing  mind  :  intemperate 
curiolity  and  zeal  had  torn  the  veil  of  the  fanftu- 
ary ;  and  c2ich  of  the  Oriental  feds  was  eager  to 
confefs  that  all,  except  themfelves,  deferved- the 
reproach  of  idolatry  and  polytheifm.  The  creed 
of  Mahomet  is  free  from  fufpicion  or  ambiguity ; 
and  the  Koran  is  a  glorious  teftimony  to  the  unity 
of  God.  The  prophet  of  Mecca  rejefted  the  wor- 
fhip  of  idols  and  men,  of  ftars  a^d  planets, 
on  the  rational  principle  that  whatever  rifes 
muft  fet,  that  whatever  is  born  muft  die,  that 
whatever  is  corruptible  muft  decay  and  perilh  '^. 
In  the  author  of  the  univerfe,  his  rational  ehthu- 
fiafm  confeffed  and  adored  an  infinite  and  eternal 
being,  without  form  or  place,  without  iffue  or  fi- 
militude,  prefent  to  our  moft  fecret  thoughts, ^ 
exifting  by  the  neccflity  of  his  own  nature,  and  de- 
riving from  himfelf  all  moral  and  intelleftual  per- 
feftion.  Thefe  fublime  truths,  thus  announced 
in  the  language  of  the  prophet  ^',  are  firmly  held 
by  his  difciples,  and  defined  with  metaphyfical  pre- 
cifion  by  the  interpreters  of  the  Koran.     A  philo- 

Mary,  an  heretical  Trinity,  maintained,  as  it  is  faid,  by  fome  Bar- 
barians at  ihc  council  of  Nice  (Eutych.  Annal.  torn.  i.  p.  440.)- 
But  the  exiftence  of  the  Marianites  is  denied  by  the  candid  Beau- 
fobre  (Hift,  dc  Manicheifme,  torn.  i.  p.  53a.):  and  he  derives  the 
miftake  from  the  word  RouaJb^  the  Holy  Ghoit,  which  in  fome  Ori- 
ental tongues  is  of  the  feminine  gender,  and  is  figuratively  ftyleil  the 
mother  of  Chrift  in  the  gofpcl  of  the  Nazarcncs. 

77  This  train  of  thought  is  philofophicallyVxernplified  in  the  cha- 
ra'^er  of  Abraham,  who  oppofed  iii  Chaldcathc  firft  intfodudioii 
ot  idolatry  (Koran,  c.  6.  p.  106.  d'Herbelot,  Biblibt.  Orient,  p.  liy 

78  Sec  the  Koran,  particularly  the  fecond  (p.  300*  the  fifty-feventh 
(P*  4370>  the  fifty-eight  (p,  441,)  chapter,  which  proclaim  ihc  om- 
nipotence of  the  Creator,  .         • 
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Tophic  theift  might  fubfcribe  the  popular  creed  of  ^  ^^  ?• 
the  Mahometans^*:  a  creed  too  fublime  perhaps 
for  our  prefent  faculties.  What  objeft  remains  for 
the  fancy,  or  even  the  underftandihg,  when  we 
have  abftrafted  from  the  unknown  fubflance  all 
ideas  of  time  and  fpace,  of  motion  and  matter, 
of  fenfation  and  refleftion  ?  The  firft  principle  of 
reafon  and  revelation  was  confirmed  by  the  voice 
of  Mahomet :  his  profelytes,  from  India  to  Mor- 
rocco,  are  diftinguilhed  by  the  name  of  Unitarians  j 
and  the  danger  of  idolatry  has  been  prevented  by 
the  inter diftion  of  images.  The  dodrine  of  eternal 
decrees  and  abfolute  predeftination  is  ftrictly  em- 
braced by  the  Mahomet<ais ;  and  they  ftruggle 
with  the  common  difficulties,  how  to  reconcile  the 
prefcience  of  God  with  the  freedom  and  refpon- 
Ability  of  man ;  bow  to  explain  the  permifTion  of 
evil  under  t{ie  r^ign  of  infinite  ppw^r  and  infinite 
goodnefs. 

The  God  of  nature  h^s  written  his  exiftpnce  on  Mahomet 
all  his  works,  and  his  law  in  the  heart  of  man.    To  ^f^Q^^^^^ 
reftore  the  knowledge  of  the  one  and  the  praftice  of  and  the 
the  othei:,^has  been  the  real  or  pretended  aim  of  prophets, 
the  prophets  of  every  ^ge :  the  liberality  of  Ma- 
hoAiet  allowed  to  his  predecefTors  the  fame  credit 
which  he  clainied  for  hinifelf  j  and  the  chain  of 
infpiration  was  prolonged  fi'om  the  fall  of  Adapx 

■  7^  The  moft  orthodox  creeds  are  tranflated  by  Pocock  (Specimen, 
p.  a74..  a84 — 29a. )>  Ockley  (Hift.  of  the  Saracens,  vol  ii.  p.  Ixxxil— «• 
^cv.),  Reland  (de  Religion.  Moham.  1.  i.  p.  7—13),  iind  Chardirt 
(Voyages  en  Pcrfe,  torn*  iv.  p.  4 — »8.).  The  grrat  truth  that  God 
i$  without  fimilitude*  is  fooliOiIy  criticifed  by  Maracci  (Alcoran, 
t^m.  i.  partiii.  p.  S7— 94.)i  becatlfe  he  made  man  after  hi9  ow^ 
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CHAP,  to  the  promulgation  of  the  Eonm  •°.  During  that 
^  -  -  jf  period,  fome  rays  of  prophetic  light '  had  been  im* 
{Murted  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  thoufand 
of  the  ele&9  difcriminated  by  their  refpedHve  mea* 
fure  of  virtue  and  grace }  three  hundred  and 
thirteen  apoftles  were  fent  with  a  fpecial  conuntiV 
fion  to  reed  their  country  from  idolatry  and  idee  ; 
one  hundred  and  four  volumes  have  been  di&ated 
by  the  holy  fpirit ;  and  fix  legiflators  of  tranfcend^ 
ant  brightndfs  have  aimounced  to  mankind  the 
fix  fucceffive  revelations  of  various  rites,  bu(  o£ 
one  immutable  refigion.  The  authority  and  ftation 
of  Adam,  Noah,  Abraham,  M ofes,  Chrift,  and 
Mahomet,  rife  in  juft  gradation  above  each  other ; 
but  whofoever  hates  or  rejefts  any  one  of  the  pro- 
phets is  numbered  with  the  infidels.  The  writ* 
ings  of  the  patriarchs  were  extant  only  in  the  apo- 
cryphal copies  of  the  Greeks  and  Syrians  ^' :  the 
Mofes.  condud  of  Adam  had  not  entitled  him  to  the  gra- 
titude or  refpeft  of  his  children;  the  feven  pre- 
cepts of  Noah  were  obferved  by  an  inferior  and 
imperfea  clafs  of  the  profelytes  of  the  fynagogue  ** ; 
and  the  memory  of  Abraham  was  obfcurely  re- 

*>  Reland>  dc  Relig,  Moham.  L  i.  p.  i7«-47.  Sale's  Prdiminaiy 
DifcourfCy  p.  73— 76*  Voyage  de  Chardiiii  torn.  iv.  p.  48—37.  and 
37—47.  for  the  Perfian  addition,  «  Ali  is  the  vicar  of  God !"  Yet 
the  precife  number  of  prophets  is  not  an  article  of  faith. 

s<  For  the  apocryphal  books  of  Adam*  fee  Fabricius*,  Codex 
Pfeudepigraphus  V.  T.  p.  47— 29. 5  of  Seth,p.  154-*-!  57. ;  of  Enoch, 
p.  160-^19.  But  the  book  of  Enoch  k  confccrated,  in  fome  roea. 
fure,  by  the  quotation  of  the  apoftle  St  Jude  $  and  a  long  legendary 
fragment  is  alleged  by  Syneellus  and  Scaliger. 

«»  The  feven  precepts  of  Noah  are  explained  by  Mariham  (Canon* 
Chronicus,  p.  x54«^r8o.)*  who  adopts,  on  this  occafioni  the  Icam^ 
ing  and  credulity  of  SeMcn. 
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irered  by  theSabians  in  his  native  land  of  Chaldaea :  C  ft  A  p. 
of  the  myriads  of  prophets,  Mofes  and  Chrifl  alone  ^  -J-^^ 
lived  and  reigned ;.  and  the  remnant  of  the  infpir- 
€d  writings  was  compri&d  in  the  books  of  the  Old  # 

and  the  New  Teftament.  The  miraculous  ftory  of 
Mdfes  is  confecrated  and  cmbellifhed  in  the  Ko* 
ran  '^ ;  and  the  captive  Jews  enjoy  th©^  fecret  re- 
venge of  impofing  their  own  belief  on  the  nations 
whofe  recent  creeds  they  deride.  For  the  author 
of  Chriftianity,  the  Mahometans  are  taught  by  the 
prophet  to  entertain  an  high  and  myfterious  re- 
verence'*•  **  Verily^  Chrift  Jefus,  the  fon  of  Jcfus. 
*'  Mary,  is  the  apbfUe  of  God,  arid  his  word, 
**  which  he  conveyed  unto  Mary,  and  a  Spirit 
"  proceeding  from  him :  honourable  in  this  world, 
**  and  in  the  world  to  come ;  and  one  of  thofe 
**  who  approach  near  to  the  prefence  of  God  '*/' 
The  wonders  of  the  genuine  and  apocryphal  gof^ 
pels*^  are  profiifely  heaped  on  his  head^  and  the 
Latin  church  has  not  difdained  to  borrow  from  the 

•5  The  zrticlcB  of  Adam fNoaJljf  Abrabaniy  Mofes ^  &c.  in  the  Bi- 
bliotheque  of  d'Herbclot,  arc  gaily  bedecked  with  the  fenciful  le- 
gends of  the  Mahometans,  who. have  built  on  the  ground- work  of 
Scripture  and  the  Talmud. 

8*  KoraP)  c.  7.  ?•  laS,  &c.  c.  10.  p.  173,  Ice.     D'Pkrbclot, 

«5  Koran,  c.  3.  p.  40.  c.  4.  p.  So.    fi'Hcrbelot,  p.  399,  &c. 

*•  See  the  gofpel  of  St.  Thomas,  or  of  the  Infancy,  in  the  Codei^ 
Apocryphus  N.T.  of  Fabricius,  who  colledts  the  various  teftimo* 
iDies  concerning  it  (p.  iiS— 15s*).  It  was  publifbed  in  Greek  by 
Cotelier,  and  in  Arabic  by  ISike,  who  thinks  our  prefent  copy  more 
recent  than  Mahomet.  Yet  his  quotations  agree  with  the  original 
mboat  the  ipeech  of  Chrift  in  his  cradle,  his  living  birds  of  clay,  &c» 
<^^,  c.  I.  p.  168, 169.  c.  36,  p,  198, 199.  c.  4^«  p.  »o6.  CoUlier,c,  %. 
p.  l6p>  l6lr}« 

Eoran 


266  THE  DECLINE  AND  FAtL 

^  ^1^  ^'  Koran  the  immaculate  conception"  of  his  virgia 
mother.  T? et  Jefus  was  a  mere  mortal;  and,  at 
the  day  of  judgment,  his  teftimony  will  ferve  to 
condemn  both  the  Jews,  who  rejeft  him  as  a  pro- 
phet, and  the  Chriftians,  who  adore  him  as  the  Son 
of  God.  The  malice  of  his  enemies  afperfed  his  re- 
putation, and  confpired  againft  his  life ;  but  their 
intention  only  was  guilty,  a  phantom  or  a  criminal 
was  fubftituted  on  the  crofs,  and  the  innocent  faint 
was  tranflated  to  the  feventh  heaven'*.  •During 
fix  hundred  years  the  gofpel  was  the  way  of  truth 
and  falvation  j  but  the  Chri/Uans  infenfibly  forgot 
both  the  laws  and  the  example  of  their  founder ; 
and  Mahomet  was  inflrufted  by  the  Gnoftics  to 
accufe  the  church,  as  well  as  the  fynagogue,  of 
corrupting  the  integrity  of  the  facred  text^^.    The 

^7  It  is  darkly  hinted  in  the  Koran  (c.  $.p,  39.),  and  more  clearly 
explained  by  the  tradition  of  the  Sonnites  (Sale's  Note,  and  Maraccf , 
torn.  ii.  p.  ii».)*  ^"  the  xii*^  ce«tury,  the  immaculate  concept|on 
was  condertincd  by  St.  Bernard  as  a  prefumptuous.  novelty  (Fra 
Paolo,  Iftoria  del  Concillo  di  Trento,  1.  ii.). 

*'  See  the  Koran,  c.  3.  v.  53.  and  c.  4.  v.  156.  of  Maraccrs  edi- 
tion. Deus  eft  praeftantiffimus  dolofe  agentium  (an  odd  praife^ 
....  nee  crucifixeruht  eum,  fed  objedta  eft  eis  fimilitiido  :  a^i  ex- 
preffion  that  may  fuit  with  the  fyliem  of  the  Docetes;  but  the  com- 
mentators believe  (Maracci,  torn.  ii.  p.  113 — 115. 173.  Sale,  p.  4.2, 
43.'  79.),  that  another  man,  a  friend  or  an  enemy,  was  crucified  in 
the  Hkenefs  of  Jefus ;  a  fable  which  they.had  read  in  the  gofpel  of 
St.  Barnabas,  and  which  had  been  ftarted  as  early  as  th^  time  of 
Irenxus,  by  fome  Ebionite  heretics  (Beaufobre,  Hift.  du.  Mani- 
chcifme,  torn.  ii.  p,  25..    Mpftieim  de  Reb.  Chrift,.p.  sssO* 

.  89  This  charge  is  obfcurely  urged  in  the  Koran  (c.  3 .  p.  4.5.) : ,  biit 
neither  Mahomet,  nor  his  fi^^llowers,  are  fufficiently  verfed  in  lan- 
guages and  criticiffit  to  giye/4ny  weight  or  colour  to  their  fufpicions; 
Yet  the  Arians  and  Neftorians  could  relate  fome  ftories,  and  tli^ 
illiterate  prophet  might  liften  to  the  bold  aflfertions  of  the  Majfti*- 
fhacans.    See  Beaufobre,  torn.  i.  p.  291— 305, 
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piety  of  Mofes  and  of  Chrift  rejoiced  in  the  affur-  CHAP. 
ance  of  the  future  prophet,  more  illuftrious  than 
themfelves  :  the  evangelic  promife  of  the  Paracletes 
or  Holy  Ghoft,  was  prefigured  in  the  name,  and 
accomplifhed  in  the  perfon,  of  Mahomet  •%  the 
greateft  and  laft  of  the  apoftles  of  God. 

The  communication  of  ideas  requires  a  fimili-  TheKo 
tude  of  thought  and  language :  the  difcourfe  of  a 
philofopher  would  vibrate  without  effcft  on  the  ear 
of  a  peafant ;  yet  how  minute  is  the  diftance  of 
their  underftandings,  if  it  be  compared  with  the 
contaft  of  an  infinite  and  a  finite  mind,  with  the 
word  of  God  expreffed  by  the  tongue  or  the  pen  of 
a  nuortal?  The  infpiration  of  the  Hebrew  pro- 
phets, of  the  apoftles  and  evangelifts  of  Chrift, 
might  not  be  incompatible  with  the  exercife  of  their 
reafon  and  memory;  and  the  diverfity  of  their 
genius  is  ftrongly  marked  in  the  ftyle  and  compofi- 
tion  of  the  books  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament. 
But  Mahomet  was  content  with  a  charafter,  more 
humble,  yet  more  fublime,  of  a  fimple  editor: 
the  fubftance  of  the  Koran'*,  according  to  him-' 
felf  or  his  difciples,  is  uncreated  and  eternal  j  fub- 

90  Among  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  which 
are  perverted  by  the  fraud  or  ignorance  of  the  Mufulmans,  theyap- 
'  ply  to  the  prophet  the  proitiife  of  the  Parac/eU,  or  Comforter,  which 
had  been  already-ufurpcd  by  the  Montaniils  and  Manichaeans  (Beau-* 
fobre,  Hift.  Critique  du  Mariicheifme,  torn.  i.  p.  z6s,  &c.)  }  and  the 
cafy  change  of  letters,  TrfpicXyroc  for  7raf5txA>jr,of,  affords  the  etymo- 
logy of  the  name  of  Mohammed  (Maracci,  torn.  i.  parti,  p.  15—28.).^ 
9»  For  the  Koran,  fee  d'Herbclot,  p.  85—88.  Maracci,  toip,  i. 
in  Vit.  Mohammed,  p.  31—4^.  Sale,  Prelinainary  Difcourfe, 
p.  ^6—70.  . 
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fitting  in  the  effence  of  the  Ddty,  and  infcribcd 
with  a  pen  of  light  on  the  table  of  his  cverlafting 
decrees.  A  paper  copy  in  a  volume  of  filk  and 
gems,  was  brought  down  to  the  loweft  heaven  by 
the  angel  Gabriel,  who,  under  the  Jewilh  ceconomy, 
had  indeed  been  difpatched  on  the  moft  important 
errands ;  and  this  trufty  meffenger  fucceffively  re- 
vealed the  chapters  and  verfes  to  the  Arabian  pro- 
phet. Inftead  of  a  perpetual  and  perfed  meafurc 
of  the  divine  will,  the  fragments  of  the  Koran  were 
produced  at  the  difcr^tion  of  Mahomet ;  each  re- 
velation is  fuited  to  the  emergencies  of  his  policy 
or  paffion ;  and  all  contradiction  is  removed  by 
the  faving  maxim,  that  any  text  of  fcripture  is 
abrogated  or  modified  by  any  fubfequent  paflage. 
The  word  of  God,  and  of  the  apoftle,  was  dili- 
gently recorded  by  his  difciples  on  palm-leaves 
and  the  fhoulder-bohes  of  mutton ;  and  the  pages, 
without  order  or  connexion,  were  caft  into  a  do- 
meftic  cheft  in  the  cuftody  of  one  of  his  wives* 
Two  years  after  the  death  of  Mahomet,  the  facred 
volume  was  coUeftcd  and  publifhed  by  his  friend 
and  fucceffor  Abubeker :  the  work  was  revifcd  by 
the  caliph  Othman,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  the 
Hegira ;  and  the  various  editions  of  the  Koran  af- 
fcrt  the  fame  nuraculous  privilege  of  an  uniform 
and  incorruptible  text.  In  the  fpirit  of  enthufiafm 
or  vanity,  the  prophet  refts  the  truth  of  his  miffion 
on  the  merit  of  his  book,  audaciouily  challenges 
both  men  and  angels  to  imitate  the  beauties  of  a 
fingle  page,  and  prefumcs  to  aflert  that  God  .alon^ 

could 
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could    diftate   this    incomparable   perfonnance •*.  ^ ha  p. 
This  argument  is  mod  powerfully  addrefled  to  a  ' 
devout  Arabian,  whofe  mind  is  attuned  to  faith  % 
and  rapture,  whofe  car  is  delighted  by  the  mufic  ♦ 
of  founds,    and  whofe  ignorance  is  incapable  of 
comparing  the  produftions  of   human  genius '\ 
The  hamidny  and  copioufnefs  of  ftyle  will  not 
reach,  in  a  verfion,  the  European  infidel :  he  will 
perufe   with    impatience    the    endlefs    incoherent 
rhapfody  of  fable,  and  precept,  and  declamation, 
which  feldom  excites  a  fentiment  or  an  idea,  which 
fometimes  crawls  in  the  duil,  and  is  fometimes  loft 
in  the  clouds.     The  divine  attributes   exalt   the 
fancy  of  the  Arabian  mifSonary ;   but  his  loftieft 
ftrains  muft  yield  to  the  fublime  fimplicity  of  the 
book  of  Job,  compofed  in  a  remote  age,  in  the 
fame  country  and  in  the  fame  language  •*•     If  the 
compofition  of  the  Koran  exceed  the  faculties  of  a 
man,    to    what    fupcrior  intelligence    fhould  we 
afcribe  the  Iliad  of  Homer  or  the  Philippics  of 
D^n^oithenes  ?     Iti  all  religions,  the  life  of  the 

f*  Koran,  c.  17.  v.  89.  In  Sale,  p.  %zSt  *3^«    I"  Maracci,  p.  410. 

93  Yet  a  fed  of  Arabians  was  pcfftiaded,  that  it  might  be  equalled 
or  furpaficd  by  an  human  pen  (Pocock,  Specitnen,  p.  ati,  ftc.) :  and 
Maracci  (the  polemic  is  too  hard  for  the  tranflator)  derides  tlie 
rhyming  aifedtation  of  the  moft  applauded  paflage  (torn.  i.  part  ii. 
p.  69— 75.). 

9+  Coltoquia  (whether  real  or  fabulous)  in  media  Arabia  atqtfe 
ab  Arabibus  habita  (Lowth,  de  Foefi  Hebrseorum  Praeledt,  xsxii, 
xxxiii,  xxxiv.  with  his  German  editor  Michaelis,  Epimetron  iv,). 
Yet  Michaelis  (p.  671—^73.)  has  detected  many  Egyptian  images, 
the  cleph^ntiafis,  papyrus^  Nile^  crocodile,  &c.  The  language  Is 
ambiguoufly  ftyled,  Arabico-Hebraa,  The  refemblance  of  the  fifter 
dialedls  was  much  more  vifible  in  their  childhood  than  in  their  ma* 
turc  age  (Michaelis,  p.  682.    Schultens,  in  Prxfat.  Job). 
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founder  fupplies  the  filence  of  his  written  revela-. 
tion :-  the  fayings  of  Mahomet  were  fo  many  lef- 
imy  of  truth;  his  aflions  fo  marly  examples 
of  virtue ;  and  the  public  and  private  memorials 
were  preferved  by  his  wives  and  companions.  At 
the  end  of  two  hundred  years,  the  Sonna  or  oral 
law  was  fixed  and  confecfated  by  the  labours  of 
Al  Bochari,  who  difcriminated  feven  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  feventy-five  genuine  traditions,  from 
^  mafs  of  three  hundred  thoufand  reports,  of  a 
more  doubtful  or  fpurious  charafter.  Each  day 
the  pious  5^uthor  prayed  in  the  temple  of  Mecca, 
and  performed  his  ablutions  with  the  water  of 
Zemzem:  the  pages  were  fucccffively  depofited 
on  the  pulpit,  and  the  fepulchre  of  the  apoftle; 
and  the  work  has  been  approved  by  the  four  ortho- 
dox fcfts  of  thp  Sonnites  **. 
Miracles.  The  miffion  of  the  ancient  pr6phets,  of  Mofes 
and  of  Jefus,  had  been  confirmed  by  many 
fplendid  prodigies;  and  Mahomet  was  repeatedly 
lurged,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Mecca  and  Medina, 
to  produce  a  fimilar  evidence  of  his  divine  lega- 
tion ;  to  call  down  from  heaven  the  angel  or  the 
volume  of  his  revelation,  to  create  a  garden  in 
the  dcfert,  or  to  kindle  a  conflagration  in  the  un- 
believing city.  As  often  as  he  is  prefTed  by  the 
demands  of  the  Koreifh',  he  involves  himfelf  in 
the  obfcure  boaft  of  vifion  and  prophecy,  appeals 
»  to  the  internal  proofs  of  his  dodrine,  and  ihields 
himfelf  behind  the  providence  of  God,  who  re- 

95  Al  Bochari  died  A.  H.  aa4»    Sec  d'Hcrbclot,  p.  2e8. 416.  827. 
Gagnier,  Not  ad  Abulfed.  c.  X9«  p.  33. 


»  » 


8  fufes 


«  • 


OF  THE  ROMANT  EMPIRE.  271 

fiifes  thofe  figns  and  wonders  that  would  dc-  C  H;  A  p. 
predate  the  merit  of  £aith  and  aggravate  the  goilt 
of  infidelity*  But  the  modeit  or  angry  Kme  of 
his  apologies  betrays  his  weaknefs  and  vexation; 
apd  thefe  paffagcs  of  fcandal  cftabliih,  beyond 
fufpicion,  the  integrity  of  the  Koran  ^**.  The 
votaries  of  Mahomet  are  more  affured  than  him- 
felf  of  his  miraculous  gifts,  and  their  confidence 
and  credulity  increafe  as  they  are  farther  removed 
from  the  time  and  place  of  his  fpiritual  exploits. 
They  beKcve  or  affirm  that  trees  went  forth  to 
meet  him ;  that  he  was  faluted  by  ftohes ;  that 
water  gulhed  from  his  j&ngers ;  that  he  fed  the 
hungry,  cured  the  fick,  and  raifed  the  dead ;  that 
a  beam  groaned  to  him ;  that  a  camel  complained 
to  him  J  that  a  fhoulder  of  mutton  informed  him 
of  its  being  poifoned ;  and  that  both  animate  and 
inanimate  nature  were  equally  fubjeO:  to  the 
apoftle  of  God^^  His  dream  of  a  nodurnal 
journey  is  ferioufly  defcribed  as  a  real  and  cor- 
poreal tranfaftion.  A  myfterious  animal,  the 
Borak,  conveyed-  him  from  the  temple,  of  Mecca 
to  that  of  Jerufalem :    with  his   companion  Ga- 

96  StfC  more" remarkably,  Koran,  c.  a.  6.  i«,  13.  17.  Prideaux 
(Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  18, 19.). has  confounded  the  impoftor.  Ma" 
racci»  with  a  more  learned  apparatus,  has  (hewn  that  Hie  paflages 
which  deny  his  miracles  are  clear  and  pofitive  (Alcoran,  torn,  f, 
part  li.  p.  7 — 12.)  J  and  thofe  which  feem  to  aflert  them,  arc  ambi. 
gjuous  and  infuii!<;ient  (p.  11—12.). 

97  See  the  Specimen  Hift.  Arabum,  the  text  of  Abulpharflgios^ 
p.  17.  the  notes  of  Pocock,  p.  187 — 190.  D*Herbelot,  Bibliothtque 
Orientale,  p.  76,  77.  Voyages  de  Chardin,  torn.  iv.  p.  aco— 203. 
Maracci  (Alcoran,  torn.  i.  p.  aa— 64.)  lias  moftlaborioufly  coUedted 
and  confuted  the  miracles  and  prophecies  of  Mahomet,  which,  ac- 
•cordtng  to  fome  writers,  amount  to  three  thouland. 
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CHAP,  brici,  he .  fucceffively  *  afcended  the  fcven  heavens, 
and  received  and  repaid  the  Cilutations  of  the  pa- 
triaxchs,  the  prophets^  and  the  angels,  in  their 
refpe£tive  manfions.  Beyond  the  feventh  heavaa, 
Mahoihet  alone  was  permitted  to  proceed;  he 
pafTed  the  veil  of  unity,  approached  within  two 
bow-fhots  of  the  throne,  and  felt  a  cold  that 
juerced  him  to  the  heart,  when  his  ihoulder  was 
touched  by  the  hand  of  God.  After  this  £cum-> 
liar  though  important  converfation,  he  again  de* 
fcended  .to  Jeruialem,  remounted  the  Borak,  re- 
turned to  Mecca,  and  performed  in  the  tenth  part 
of  a  night  the  journey  of  many  thoufand  years  ^. 
According  to  another  legend,  the  apoftle  con- 
founded in  a  national  affembly  the  malicious  chal-* 
Icnge'of  the  Koreifh.  His  refiftlefs  word  fplit 
afunder  the  orb  of  the  moon :  the  obedient  planet 
ftooped  from  her  ftation  in  the  iky,  accompljihed 
the  feven  revolutions  round  the  Caaba,  faluted 
Mahomet  in  the  Arabian  tongue,  and  fuddealy 
cohtrading  her  dimenfions,  entered  at  the  collar, 
and  iiTued  forth  through  the  fleeve,  pf  his  flurt'^ 

The 

"^  The  noAurtjal  journey  is  circumftantiallj  related  by  Abulfeda 
(m  Vit.  Mohammed,  c  19.  p.  33.),  who  wlflies  to  think  it  a  Villon  | 
by  Pridcaux  (p.  3i'^4o.)i  who  aggravates  fhe  abiurditietf ;  and  by 
Gagnicr  (torn.  i.  p.  »5a— 343«)>  who  declares,  from  the  zealous  Al 
Jannabi,  that  to  deny  tbiis  journey,  is  to  dilbelievf  the  Koran.  Yet 
the  Koran,  without  naming  either  heaven  or  Jerufalem,  or  Mecca, 
has  only  dropt  a  myfterious  hint :  Ljius  ilU  qui  tranftulit  fervum 
fuum  ab  oratorio  Haram  ad  oratorium  remotiffimum  (Koran,  c.  17. 
V.  I'  in  Maracci,  torn.  ii.  p^  407- )  for  Sale's  verfion  is  more  licen- 
tious).    A  (lender  baBs  for  the  aerial  ftru<fture  of  tradition. 

99  In  the  prophetic  ilyle,  which  ufes  the  prefent  or  paft  for  the  fu- 
ture, Mahomet  had  faid:  Appropinquavit  bora  et  fciifa  eft  luna 
(Kora|(i,  c.  54.  v.  i,  in  Maracciy  torn.  ii.  p.  6880*    ^^^^  figure  of 

rhetoric 
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The  vulgar   are    amufed  with   thefe    marvellous  chap. 
tales;  but  the  graveft  of  the  Miifulman  dodors  '_-^-  y 
imitate  the  modefty  of  their  mafter,  and  indulge 
a  latitude    of  feith   or   interpretation  "^'^      They 
might  fpecioufly  allege,  that  in  preaching  the  re- 
ligion, it  was  needlefs  to  riolate  the  harmony^  of 
nature ;  that  a  creed  unclouded  with  myftery  may 
be  excufed  from  miracles;  and  that  the  fword  of 
Mahomet  was  not  iefs  potent  than  the   rbd  of   ' 
Mofes* 

The  polytheift  is  oppreffed  and  diftrafted  by  the  Precepts 
variety  of  fuperftition:  a  thoufand  rites  of  Egyp-  ,net-^  *' 
tian  origin  were  interwoven  with  the  effence  of  the  f^jy^^* 
Mofaic  law :  and  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpd  had  eva«  alma* ' 
porated  in  the   pageantry  of  the   church.      The 
prophet  of  Mecca  was  tempted  by  prejudice,    or 
pcdicy^  or  patriotifm,*  to  f2m;aify  the  rites  of  the 
Arabians,  and   the   cuftom  of  vifiting  the   holy 
ftone  of  the  Caaba.      But  the  precepts  of  Ma- 
komet   himfetf  inculcate   a  more  fimple  and  ra- 
tional piety:   prayer,   falling,   and  alms,   are  the 
rdigiou.s  duties  (k  a  Mufulman ;    and  he  is  en- 
rhetoric  has  been  converted  into  a  faft,  \i'hich  is  faid  to  be  atteftcti 
by  the  moft  rclpciUble  eye  witntfles  (Maracci,  torn.  li.  p.6vo.). 
The  feftival  is  ftill  celebrated  by  the  Perfians  (Chardin,  torn.  iv. 
p,  «oi.)  ;  and  the  legend  is  tcdioully  fpun  out  by  Gagnier  (Vie  dc' 
Mahomet^  torn.  i.  p.  183—134.)  on  the  faith,  as  it  fliould  fecm,  of 
the  credulous  Al  Jannabi.    Yet  a  Mahometan  doftor  has  arra  gn- 
ed  the  credit  of  the   principal  witnefa  (apu'd  Pocock,  Specimen, 
p.  187.)  $  the  heft  interpreters  are  content  with  the  fitnple  fenfe  of 
the  Koran  (Al  Beidawi,  apud  Holt'mg^r,  Hift.  Orient  i.ii.  p.  ?oa.); 
and  the  filence  of  Abalfcda  is  worthy  of  a  prince  and  a  piiiloibpher. 

»oo  Abnipharagius,  in  Specimen.  Hift.  Arab.  p.  17,  j  and  his  fcep- 
ttcifm  is  juftified  in  the  ootes  of  Pocock,  p.  190 — j  <?4«  from  the  pureft 
authorities. 

Vol   IX«  T  couraged 
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c  HA  P.  eouraged  to  hope,  that  prayer  will  carry  him  half 
way  to  God,  fofting  will  bring  him  to  the  door  of 
his  palace,  and  alms  will  gain  him  admittance  '°\ 
I.  According  to  the  tradition  of  the  noSumal 
journey,  the  apoftle,  in  his  perfonal  confertnce 
with  the  Deity,  was  commanded  to  impofe  on 
his  difciples  the  daily  obligation  of  fifty  prayers. 
By  the  advice  of  Mofes*,  he  applied  for  an- alle- 
viation of  this  intolerable  burthen;  the  number 
was  gradually  reduced  to  five;  without  any  dif- 
penfation  of  bufinefs  or  pleafure,  or  time  or  place ; 
the  devotion  of  thp  faithful  is  repeated  at  day- 
break, at  noon,  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  evening, 
and  at  the  firft  watch  of  the  night ;  and,  in  the 
prefent  decay  of  religious  fervour,  our  travellers 
are  edified  by  the  profound  humility  and  attention 
of  the  Turks  and  Perfians.  Cleanlinefs  is  the 
key  of  prayer ;  the  frequent  luftration  of  the 
hands,  the  face,  and  the  body,  which  was  prac^ 
tifcd  of  old  by  the  Arabs,  is  folemnly  enjoined  by 
the  Koran ;  and  a  permifiion  is  formally  granted 
to  fupply  with  fand  the  fcarcity  of  water.  The 
words  and ,  attitudes  of  fupplication,  as  it  is  per- 
formed either  fitting,  or  {landing,  or  proflrate  OA 

10^  The  moft  authentic  account  of  thefe  precepts,  pilgrimage, 
prayer,  failing,  alms,  and  abhitions,  is  extra^ed  from  the  Pcrfian 
and  Arabian  theologians  by  Maracci  (Prodronn,  part  iv.  p.  9'«-»4,)i 
Reland  (in  his  excellent  trcatife  dc  Rtligione  Mohammedica,  Utrecht, 
1717,  p.  67--x»3.) ;  and  Char/lin  (Voyages  en  Perfe,  ton^.  iv.  p.47— 
X95 .).  Maracci  is  a  partial  accufer ;  but  the  jeweller,  Chardin,  had 
the  eyes  of  a  philofophtr;  and  Reland.  a  judicidus  ftudcnt,  had  tra- 
velled over  the  Eaft  in  his  clofet  at  Utrecht.  The  xiv^h  letter  of 
Tourncfort  (Voyage  du  Levant,  torn.  ii.  p.  325—360.  in  odavo)  de^ 
fcribcs  what  he  had  fec?i  pf  the  religion  of  the  Tur^s. 
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the  ground,  are  prefcribed  by  cuftotn  or  authority,  ^  ^^^  ^ 
but  the  prayer  is  poured  forth  inihort  and  fervent 
ejaculations ;  the  meafure  of  zeal  is  riot  cxhaufted 
by  a  tedious  liturgy ;  and  each  Mufulman,  for  his 
own  perfon,  is  invefted  with  the  charafter  of  a 
prieft.  Among  the  theifts,  who  rejeflt  the  ufe  of 
images,  it  has  been  found  neceffary  to  reftrairi 
the  wandering^  of  the  fajicy,  by  direfting  the  eye 
and  the  thought  to\trards  a  kebla^  or  vifible  point 
df  the  horizon.  The  prophet  w^s  at  firft  in- 
clined to  gratify  the  Jews  by  the  choice  of  Je- 
rufalem ;  but  he  foon  returned  to  a  more  natural 
partiality;  and  five  times  every  day  the -eyes  of 
the  nations  at  Aftracan,  at  Fez,  at  Delhi,  are  de- 
voutly turned  to  the  holy  temple  of  Mecca.  Yet 
every  fpot  for  the  fervice  of  God  is  equally  pure : 
the  Mahometans  indifferently  pray  in  their  chamber 
or  in  the  ftreet.  As  a  diftinftion  from  the  Jews 
and  Chriftians,  the  Friday  in  each  week  is  fet 
apart  for  the  ufeful  inftitution  of  public  worfhip : 
the  people  is  aflembled  in  the  mofch  and  the 
imam :  fome  refpeftable  elder  afcends  the  pulpit, 
to  begin  the  prayer  and  pronounce  the  fermon. 
But  the  Mahometan  religion  is  deftitute  of  prieft- 
hood  or  facrifice;  and  the  independent  fpirit  of 
fanaticifm  looks  down  with  contempt  on  the  mi- 
nifters  and  the  ^aves  of  fuperftition.  11.  The 
voluntary  '°*  penance  of  the  afcetics,  the  torment 

'o*  Mahomet  (Sale's  Koran,  c.  9.  p.  153.)  reproaches  the  Chrift. 
tians  with  taking  their  priefts  and  monks  tor  their  lords,  bcfideg 
God.  Yet  Maracci  (Prodromus,  part  iiu  p.  69,  7<5.)  excufes  the 
worfhip,  efpecially  of  the  pope,  and  quotes,  from  the  Koran  itfelf, 
the  cafe  of  Ebiis,  or  Satan,  who  was  caft  from  heaven  for  refafing 
to  adore  Adam. 

Tz  and 
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c  HA  P.  and  glory  of  their  lives,  was  odious  to  a  prophet 
who  cenfured  in  his  companions  a  rafh  vow  of  ab- 
ftaining  from  flelh,  and  women,  and  fleepj  and 
firmly  declared,  that  he  would  fufFer  no  monks  in 
his  religion*®^.  Yet  he  inftituted,  in  each  year, 
a  faft  of  thirty  days;  and  ftrenuoufly  recomr 
mended  the  obfervance,  as  a  discipline  which 
purifies  the  foul  and  fubdues  the  body,*  as  a  fa- 
lutary  exercife  of  obedience  to  the  will  of  God 
and  his  apoftlak  During  the  month  of  Ramadan, 
from  the  rifing  tb  the  fetting  of  the  fun,  the  Mu- 
iulman  abftains  from  eating,  and  drinking,  and 
women,. and  baths,  and  perfumes;  from  all  nou- 
rifliment  that  can  reftore  his  ftrength,  from  all 
pleafure  that  can  gratify  his  fenfes.  In  the  revo- 
lution of  the  lunar  year,  the  Ramadan  coincides 
by  turns  with  the  winter  cold  and  the  fummer 
heat ;  and  the  patient  martyr,  without  affuaging 
his  thirft  with  a  drop  of  water,  muft  cxpeft  the 
clofe  of  a  tedious  and  fultry  day.  The  inter- 
di&ion  of  wine,  peculiar  to  fome  orders  of  prieftS 
or  hermits,  is  converted  by  Mahomet  alone  into  a 
pofitive  and  general  law"^"*;  and  a  confiderable 
portion  of  the  globe  has  abjured,  at  his  com- 
mand, the  ufe  of  that  falutary,  though  dangerous, 
liquor,      l^hefe   painful  reftraints   are,   doubtlefs, 

-  »oj  Koran,  c  5.  p.  94.  and  Sale's  note,  which  refers  to  the  autho* 
rity  of  Jallaloddin  and  Al  Beidawi.  D'Hcrbelot  declares,  that  Ma- 
homet condtmned  la  vie  religietife  ;  nnd  that  the  firft  fwarmd  of 
fakirs,  dervffes,  &cs  did  not  appear  till  after  the  year  300  of-  the 
Hcgira  (Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  291.  71S  ). 

■°*  See  the  double  prohibition  (Koran,  c.  2.  p.  »5.  c.  5.  p.  ^4.); 
the  one  in  the  ftyle  of  a  legiflator,  the  other  in  that  of  a  fanatic. 
The  public  and  private  motives  of  Mahomet  are  inTef^igated  by, 

[Prideaux  (Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  6»-- 64.*);  and  Sale*  (Preliminary 
DifCQurfe;  p.  124.)* 

infringed 


OF   THE    ROMAN   EMPIRE.  277 

infringed  by  the  libertine  and  eluded  by  the  hy-^  CHAP, 
pocrite;    but   the    legiflator,    by  whom  they  are 
ehafted,  cannot  furely  be  accufed  of  alluring  his 
profelytes  by  the  indulgence  of  their  fenfual  ap- 
petites.      III.  The    charity  of   the    Mahometans 
defcends  to  the  animal  creation ;    and  the  Koran 
repeatedly  inculcates,   not   as   a  merit,   but  as  a 
drift  and  indifpcnfable  duty,  the  relief  of  the  in- 
digent and  unfortunate.     Mahomet,  perhaps,  is  the 
only  lawgiver  who  has  defined  the  precife  meafure 
of  charity :  ihe  ftandard  may  vary  with  the  degree 
and  nature  of  property,   as   it   confifts   either  in^ 
money,  in  corn  or  cattle,  in  fruits  or  merchsftidife ; 
but  the  Mufulman  does  not  accomplifh  the  law, 
unlefs  he  beftows  a  tenth  of  his  revenue;  and  if 
his  confcience  accufes  him  of  fraud  or  extortion, 
the  tenth,  under  the  idea  of  reftitution,  is  enlarged 
to  a  Jifth  '**\       Benevolence  is  the  foundation  of 
juftice,  fince  we  are  forbid  to  injure  thofe  whom 
we  are  bound  to  affift.     A  prophet  may  reveal  the 
fecrets  of  heaven  and  of  futurity ;  but  in  his  moral 
precepts  he  can  only  repeat  the  leffons  of  our  own 
hearts. 

The  two  articles  of  belief,  and  the  four  prac-  Rcfurrec- 
tical  duties  of  Iflam,  are  guarded  by  rewards  and  ^°°' 
puniihments;    and  the  faith  of  the  Mufulman  is 

'•5  The  jealoufy  of  Maracci  (Prodromus,  part  iv.  p.  33,)  prompts 
bim  to  eiiumeraic  the  more  liberal  alms  of  the  Catholics  of  Rome. 
Fifteen  great  hofpitals  are  open  to  many  thoulaiid  patients  and  pil- 
grims, fi/teen  hundred  maidens  arc  annually  portioned,  fifty-fix 
charity  ibhools  are  founded  for  both  fexes,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
confraternities  relieve  the  wants  of  their  brethren,  8cc.  The  bene- 
voleiice  of  London  is  ftill  more  extenfive ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  much 
more  is  to  be  afcribed  to  the  humanity,  than  to  the  religion*  oi'  the 
people. 

T  3  devoutly 
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^  ^^  P*  devoutly  fixed  on  the  event  of  the  judgment  and 
the  laft  day.  The  prophet  has  not  prefumed  to 
determine  the  moment  of  that  awful  cataftrophe, 
though  he  darkly  announces  the  figns,  both  in 
heaven  and  earth,  which  will  precede  the  uni* 
verfal  diflblution,  when  life  ffiall  be  deftroyed, 
and  the  order  of  creation  fliall  be  confounded  in 
the  primitive  chaos.  At  the  blaft  of  the  trumpet, 
new  worlds  will  ftart  into  being;  angels,  genii, 
and  men,  will  arife  from  the  dead,  and  the  hu- 
man foul  will  again  be  united  to  the  body.  The 
doftrine  of  the  refurreftion  was  firft  entertained 
by  the  Egyptian^  ^''^ ;  and  their  mummies  were 
embalmed,  their  pyramids  were  conftrufted,  to 
preferve  the  ancient  manfion  of  the  foul,  during 
a  period  of  three  thoufand  years.  But  the  at- 
tempt is  partial  and  unavailing;  and  it  is  with  a 
more  philofophic  fpirit  that  Mahompt  relies  on 
the  omnipotence  of  the  Creator,  whofe  word  can 
re-animate  the  breathlefs  clay,  and  colled  the  m* 
numerable  atoms,  that  no  longer  retain  their  form 
or  fubftance  '""^  The  intermediate  ftate  of  the 
foul  it  is  hard  to  decide ;  and  thofe  who  mofl  firm- 
ly believe  her  immaterial  nature,  are  at  a  lofs  *to 
underftand  how  fte  can  think  or  aft  without  th^ 
s^ency  of  the  organs  of  fenfc. 

'o^  See  Herofiotus  (1.  ji,  c.  113.)  and  our  learned  countryman  Sir 
John  Marfham  (Canon.  Chronkus,  p.  4.6.).  The  A^-^q  of  the  fame 
writer  (p.  354—174.)  is  an  elaborate  (ketch  of  the  infernal  regions^ 
;i8  they  were  painted  by  the  fancy  of  the  Egyptians  and  Greeks^  of 
the  poets  and  philofophcrs  of  antiquity. 

»«7  The  Koran  (c.  a.  p*  2s 9*  ^c-  v  o£  Sale,  p.  31. ;  of  Maracci, 
p.  97.)  relates  an  ingenious  miracle,  which  fatisficd  the  euriofity, 
and.cooiirnaed  the  &ith,  of  Abrab«n. 

The 
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The  re-union  pf  the  foul  ai^i  body  will  be  fol-  c  h^a  p. 
lowed  by  the  final  judgment  of  mankind ;  and,  in  y  ^^-  ^ 
his  copy  of  the  Hagian  pifture,  the  prophet  has  ^^^^j^J^ 
too  faithfully  reprefented  the  forms  of  proceeding,, 
and  even  the  flow  and  fuccefiiive  operation^  of  an 
earthly  tribunal.  By  his  intolerant  ^dyerfslries  he 
U  upbraided  for  ej^tending,  even  to  themfelves^ 
the  hope  of  falvation,  for  aflerting  the  blacked 
herefy,  that  every  man  who  believes  in  God,  an^ 
accomplices  good  works,  may  expeO;  in  the  laft 
day  a  favourable  fentence.  Such  ration^  indif-. 
ference  is  ill  adapted  to  the  character  of  a  fanatic ; 
nor  is  it  probable  that  a  mefllenger  from  heaven 
Ihould  depreciate  the  value  and  neceflity  of  his 
own  revelation.  In  the  idiom  of  the  Koran"*, 
the  belief  of  God  is  infeparable  from  that  of  Ma- 
hom.et :  the  good  works  are  thofe  which  he  has 
enjoined ;  and  the  two  qualifications  imply  the 
profeifion  of  iflaoiy  to  which  all  nations  and  all 
feds  are  equally  invited.  Their  fpiritual  blind* 
nefs,  though  excufed  by  ignorance  and  crowned 
with  virtue,  will  be  fcourged  with  everlafting  tor- 
nients;  and  the  tears  which  Mahomet  Ihed  over 
the  tomb  of  his  mother,  for  whcwn  he  was  for- 
bidden to  pray,  difplay  a  ftriking  contrail  of  hur 
manity  and  enthufiafm  *®^     The  doom  of  the  in- 

»o8  The  candid  Reland  has  dcmonftrated,  that  Mahomet  damns  all 
unbelieverg  (de  Religion.  Moham.  p.  laS — I4»0j  that  devils  will 
not  be  finally  faved  (p»  196 — 199);  that  paradifc  will  not/ofefy  ooa«* 
fill  of  corporeal  delights  (p.  199— ao5.) ;  and  that  women's  foul*' arc 
immortal  (p.  aoj— 209.)' 

*09  Al  Beidawj,  apud  Sale,  Koran,  c.  9.  p.  164-  The  refufal  to 
pray  for  an  unbelieving  kindred',  is  jufKfied,  according  to  Mahomet, 
by  the  duty  of  a  pr9ph€t,  and  the  exampljc  x?f  Abraham,  who  rcpro* 
bated  his  own  father  as  an  enemy  of  God.  Yet  Abraham,  (he  adds, 
c«  9.  V.  Z16.  Maracci^  t^m.  ii.  p.  317)  fuit  iane  piu^i  mitis.         ,     ^ 

T  4  fijlels 
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CHAP,  fi^iels  k  common :  *the  meafure  of  their  guilt  and 
punifliment  is  determined  by  the  degree  of  evi- 
dence which  they  have  rejefted,  by  the  magnitude 
of  the  errors  which  they  have  entertained:  the 
eternal  mailfions  of  the  Chriftians,  the  Jews,  the 
Sabians,  the  Magians,  and  the  idolaters,  are  funk 
below  each  other  in  the  abjfs ;  and  the  lowefr  hell 
is  referved  for  the  faithlcfs  hypocrites  who  haye 
afFumed  the  malk  of  religion-  After  the  greater 
part  of  mankind  has  been  condemned  for  their 
opinions,  the  true  believers  only  will  be  judged 
by  their  adions.  The  good  and  evil  of  each 
Mufulman  will  be  accurately  weighed  in  a  real  or 
allegorical  baktnce^  and  a  lingular  mode  of  com- 
penfation  will  be  allowed  for  the  payment  of  in- 
juries :  the  aggreflbr  \vill  refund  an  eqiaivafcnt  of 
his  own  good  aftions,  for  the  benefit  of  the  per^ 
fon  whom  he  has  wronged ;  and  if  he  ihould  be 
deftitutc  of  any  nK>ral  property,,  the  weight  of  his 
ftns  will  be  loaded  with  an  adequate  ibare  ef  the 
demerit*  of  the  fuflfercr.  According  as  the  fhares^ 
of  guilt  or  virtue  Ihall  preponderate,  the  fentcnce 
will  be  pronounced,  and  all,  without  di&inSion^ 
will  pafs  over  the  fharp  and  periloua  bridge  o£  the 
abyfsj  but  the  innocent,  treading  in  thefootfteps 
of  Mahomet,  will  glbrioufly  enter  the  gates  of 
paradife,  while  the  guilty  will  fall  ipto  the  firft  and 
mildeft  of  the  feven  hells.  The'  term  of  expiation 
will  vary  frpm  nine  hundred  to  feven  thoufeud 
years ;  but  the  prophet  has  judicioufly  promifed, 
that  all  his  difciples,  whatever  may  be  their  fins, 
fhall  be  laved,  by  their  own  faith  aiui  his  inter- 
eeffion,  from  eternal  damnation.  It  is  not  fur- 
prifing  that  fuperflition  fljould  a£k  moll  powerfully 
.       :  Oft 
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on  the  fears  of  her  votaries,  fince  the  human  fancy  ^  HA  f* 
can  paint  with  more  energy  the  mifery  than  the 
blifs  of  a  future  life.  With  the  two  fimple  ele- 
ments of  darknefs  and  fire,  we  create  a  fenfation 
of  pain,  which  may  be  aggravated  to  an  infinite 
degree  by  the  idea  of  endlefs  duration.  But  the 
fame  idea  operates  with  an  oppofite  effeSt  on  the 
continuity  of  pleafure ;  and  too  much  of  our  pre- 
fent  enjoyments  is  obtained  from  the  relief  or  the 
eomparifon  of  eviL  It  is  natural  enough  that  an 
Arabian  prophet  (hould  dwell  wkh  rapture  on  the 
groves,  the  foixntains,  and  the  rivers,  of  paradife; 
but  inftead  of  infpiring  the  blefled  inhabitants  with 
a  liberal  tafte  for  harmony  and  fdence,  converfa- 
tion  and  friendflHp,  he  idly  celebrates  the  pearls 
and  diamonds,  the  robes  of  filk,  palaces  of  marble, 
diihes  of  gold,  rich  wines,  artificial  dainties,  nu*^ 
merous  attendants,  and  the  whole  train  of  fenfual 
and  coilly  luxury,  which  becomes  infipid  to  the 
owner,  even  in  the  fhort  period  of  this  mortal  .life. 
Seventy-two  Houris,  or  black-eyed  girls,  of  re- 
^lendent  beauty,  blooming  youth,  virgin  purity, 
and  exquifite  feafibility>  will  be  created  for  the  ufe 
of  the  mcanefl  believer;  a  moment  of  pleafure 
will  be  prolonged  to  a  thoufand  years,  and  his 
faculties  will  be  increafed  a|i  hundred  fold,  to 
rciider  him  worthy  of  his  felicity.  Notwithftand- 
ing  a  vulgar  prejudice,  the  gates  of  heaven  will 
be  open  to  both  fexes;  but  Mahomet  has  not 
ijpecified  the  male  companions  of  the  female  eled, 
left  he  Ihould  either  alarm  the  jealoufy  of  their 
fonder  htt0>ands,  or  diilurb  their  felicity,  by  the 
fufpicioh  of  an  everlafldng  marriage.  This  image 
of  a  carnal  paradife  has  provoked  the  indignation^ 

pexhaps 
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perhaps  the  envy,  of  the  m<^ks :  they  deda^tt 
ags^inft  tl^e  impure  religioa  of  Mahpm^ ;  and  his 
modcft  apolQgifls  are  driven  to  the  poor  excufe  of 
figures  and  allegories.  But  the  founder  and  more 
confiftent  p^rty  adhere,  without  fliaaiie,  to  the  li-t 
terpl  interpretation  of  the  Koran  :  ufelefs  wo^Jd  he 
the  refurrefljon  of  the*  body,  unlefs  it  were  re-^ 
ftored  to  the  pofleflion  a|id  exercife  of  its  worthieft 
Acuities  i  aQd  the  union  of  fenfual  and  intelled:ual 
^joyment  .is  rcquifite  to  complete  the  happinefe 
of  the  double  animal,  the  perfed  man.  Yet  the 
joys  of  tjie  Mahometan  paradife  will  not  be  con-: 
finad  to  the  indulgence  of  luxury  and  appetite; 
and  the  prophet  has  exprefsly  declared,  that  ali 
meaner  happinefs  will  be  forgotten  and  defpifed  by 
the  faints  and  martyrs,  who  Ihall  be  admitted  to 
Ae  beatitude  of  the  divine  vifion  "^. 
•  The  firfl:  and  moft  arduous  conquefts  of  Ma- 
Mahomet    hornet"*  were  thofe  of  his  wife,  his  fervant,  his 

preaches  '  m 

at  Mecca,  P^P"? 

A.  D.  609. 

"^  For  the  day  of  judgment,  hell^  paradife,  Ac.  con§i}t  the  Ko* 
ran  (c.  2.  v.  25.  c.  56.  78,  Sec);  with  Maraccfs  virulent,  but  learn- 
ed, refutation  (in  his  notes,  and  in  the  Prodromus,  part  iv.  p.  78. 
JZ9-  i22»^c.}$  d'Herbelot  (Bibh'otheque  Orieotale,  p.  .36S.  375.)! 
Rcland  (p.  47-rr--6i.)5  and  Sale  (p.  76— io3.)«  The  original  ideas 
of  the  Magi  are  darkly  and  doubtfully  explored  by  their  apologift 
Eh".  Hyde  (Hift. Religionis  Pfrfarum, c.  33. p.  402—412,  Oxon.  1760). 
In  the  artlqle  of  Mahomet,  Baylc  has  {hewn  how  indifieientlyw^ 
and  philofpphy  fupply  the  abfence  of  genuine  information,    r 

*"  Before  I  enter  on  the  hiftory  of  the  prophet,  it  is  incumbent 
on  me  to  produce  my  evidence.  The  Latin,  French,  and  English 
veyfiong  of  the  Kor^n,  are  preceded  by  hiftoiical  difcQurfif.a,aiKl  the 
three  trapflators,  Maracci  (torn.  i.  p.  10 — 32.),  Savary  (torn.  i.p. i 
— 248.).  and  Sate  (Preliminary  Difcourfe,  p.  33— j6.)i  had  accu- 
rately fttidied  the  language  and  chara^er  of  t^etr  author.  Two  pro - 
O^lfed  lives  of  Mahomet  have  l>eeii  compofed  ^y  Dr.  Prideaux  (U^ 
of  Mahomet,  i£ven:h  edition,  London.  1718,  in  odUvo)  and  the 

count 
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pupil,  and  his  fri^d  "* ;  fince  M  •  prdfeated  ftiea-  C  H  A  p. 
fejf  ^s  ^  prophet  to  thofe  who  were  i^oft  con* 
ver£eint  wkh  hi$  infirioities  as  a  Man.  Y^t  C^dijah 
beHeved  the  wonU,  and  cheriftied  the  glory,  of 
her  hufbajad ;  th^e  obfequious  md  affe&ian^te  Zdd 
was  tempted  by  the  prpfpe£t  of  fref^dom ;  t!he  ilf 
Uiftrious  Alio  Uie  fen  o(  Al>u  T^leb,  emb^ce4 
the  fentiments  of  his  coufin  vith  the  fpirit  of  a 
youthful  heroj  and  the  wealth,  the  moderaticn^ 
the, veracity  of  Abubeker,  coi^nned  the  religion 
pf  the  prophet  whom  he  was  deftimsd  to  fuc<:6ie(}« 
By  his  perfnafipn,  ten  of  the  moft  rfifpeiftftblp  cU 
tizem  of  Mecca  were  intro^uci^d  to  the  privati^ 
leCons  of  Hlam;    they  yielded   to   the  voice  of 

count  de  Boularnvillicrs  (Vie  (JelMahomcd.Londrcs,  1730,  in  odavpj; 
but  the  advcrfc  wifli  of  finding  an  impoftor  or  an  hero,  has  too  often 
corrujiled  the  learning  pf  t|ie  do^to  4nd  tl}e  ingeeuity  c^tbe  count. 
The  article  in  d'Herbelot  (Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  598 — 603,),  js  phie% 
drawn  from  Novairi  and  Mircond ;  but  the  bed  and  moft  authentic 
of  our  guides  is  M.  Gagnier,  a  Frenchman  by  birth,  aikl  ,prbfcfror 
at  Oxford  of  the.Oriental  tongues.  In  two  elaborate  wonkfi  (lfm^\ 
Abulfeda  de  Vita  et  Rebus  geltis  Mphammedis,  &c.  Latine  vertit, 
Prxfatione  et  Notis  illuftravit  Johannes  Gagnier,  Oxon.  1723,  in 
folio.  La  Vic  dc  Mahonftct  traduite  et  comp^lee  de  I'AlcQran,  dcs 
Traditions  authcntiques  dc  la  3onna  et  des  meilleurs  A\i(eurs4» 
rabes ;  Amfterdam,  1748,  3  vojs.  in  la™")  he  has  interpreted,  ill uf- 
trated,  and  fupplicd  the  Arabic  text  of  Abulfeda  and  Al  Jannabi ; 
thC'ftrft,  an  enlightened  prince  who  reign<r^  ^t  Hamah,  inSyiisi» 
A.  D,  1319 — 1332  (fee  Gagnier  Prafat.  ^d  Abplfed.)  5  the  feco»d, 
a  credulous  dodtor,  who  vilited  Mecca  A.  D.  1556.  (d"Herbelot, 
p.  397.  Gagnier,  torn.  iii.  p,iog,  no,).  Thele  are  my  general 
vouchers,  and  the  inquifittve  reader  may  follow  the  order  of  time, 
and  the  divifion  of  chapters.  Yet  I  muft  obferve,  that  both  Abid- 
fcda  and  Al  Jannabi  are  modern  feiftorians,  and  that  they  cannot 
appear  to  any  writers  of  the  firft  century  of  the  Hegira. 

"*  After  the  Greeks,  Prideaux  (p.  8.)  difclofes  the  fccrct doubts 
of  the  wife  of  Mahomet.  As  if  he  had  been  a  privy  counfellor  of 
the  prophet,  ^oulainvilliers  (p.  272,  &c.)  unfolds  the  fublimc  and 
■patriotic  views  of  Cadijah  and  the  &rft  4tfciple8. 

7  reafon 
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CHAP,  rcafon  and  enthufiafin ;  they  repeated  the  funda- 
mental creed ;  "  there  is  but  one  God,  and  Ma- 
*^  hornet  is  the  apbftle  of  God ;"  and  their  faith, 
even  in  this  life,  was  rewarded  with  riches  and  ho- . 
nours,  with  the  command  of  armies  and  the  go- 
vernment of  kingdoms.  Three  years  were  filently 
employed  in  the  converfion  of  fourteen  profclytes, 
the  firft  fruits  of  his  miffion;  but  in  the  fourth 
year  he  affumed  the  prophetic  office,  and  refolviiig 
to  impart  to  his  family  the  Kght  of  divine  truth, 
he  prepared  a  banquet,  a  lamb,  as  it  is  faid,  and  a 
bowl  of  milk,  for  the  aitertainment  of  f^rty  guefts 
of  the  race  of  Haihem.  ^'  Friends  and  kmfmen,** 
fidd  Mahomet  to  the  aflcmbly,  **  I  offer  you, 
**  and  I  alone  can  offer,  the  mofl  precious  of 
"  gifts,  the  treafures  of  this  world  and  of  the 
*^  world  to  come.  God  has  commanded  me  to 
•*  call  you  to  his  fervice.  Who  among  you  will 
•*  fupport  my  burthen?  Who  among  you  will 
«  be  my  companion  and  my  vizir"*?"  No 
anfwer  was  returned,  till  the  filence  of  aftonilh- 
ment,  and  doubt,  and  contempt,  was  at  length 
broken  by  the  impatient  courage  of  All,  a  youth 
bi  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  age.  "  O  prophet, 
^  I  am  the  man :  whofoarcr  rifes  againft  thee,  I 
**  will  dafh  out  his  teeth,  tear  out  his  eyes,  break 
^  his  legs,  rip  up  his  belly.  O  prophet,  I  will 
•*  be  thy  vizir  over  them."  Mahomet  accepted 
j^s  offer  with  trahfport,  and  Abu  Taleb  was  iro- 

><3  FexiruSfportltor^  bajuiuSf  cmufirenj ;  and  this  plebeian  name 
was  transferred  by  an  apt  metaphor  to  the  pillars  of  the  (late  (Ga^ 
nier,  Not.  ad  Abitlfe4o  p>  19.)*  ^  endeavour  to  preierve  the  Am- 
bian  idiom,  as  far  as  I  can  feel  it  myfelf»  in  a  Latin  or  French 
tfanllation. 
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njcsjly  exhorted  to  refpeft  the  fuperior  dignity  of  P  H  A  P. 
his  fon. .  In  a  more  ferious  tone,  the  &ther  of 
All  advifed  his  nephew  to  relinquiih  his  imprac- 
ticable defign.  "  Spare  your  remonftra&ces/^  re- 
plied the  intrepid  fanatic  to  his  uncle  and  bene- 
feflior;  "  if  they  fbould  place  the  fun  on  my 
**  right-hand  and  the  moon  on  my  left,  they 
*•  Ihould  not  divert  me  from  my  courfe."  He 
perfevered  ten  years  in  the  exercife  of  his  miflion ; 
and  the  reKgion  which  ha&  overfpread  the  Eaft 
and  the  Weft,  advanced  with  a  flow  and  painful 
progrefs  within  the  walls  of  Mecca.  Yet  Ma- 
homet enjoyed  the  fatisfadion  of  beholding  the 
encreafe  of  his  infant  congregation  of  Unitarians, 
who  revered  him  as  a  prophet,  and  to  whom  he 
feafonably  difpen&d  the  fpiritual  nourilhment  of 
the  Koran.  The  number  of  profelytes  may  be 
cfteemed  by  the  abfence  of  eighty-three  men  and 
eighteen  women,  who  retired  to  Ethiopia  in  the 
feventh  year  of  his  miflion:  and  his  party  was 
fortified  by  the  timely  converfion  of  his  uncle 
Hamza,  and  of  the  fierce  and  inflexible  Omar^ 
who  fignalized  in  the  caufe  of  Iflam  the  fame  zeal 
which  he  had  exerted  for  its  deftrudion.  Nor 
was  the  charity  of  Mahomet  confined  to  the  tribe 
of  Koreifh  or  the  precinds  of  Mecca:  on  fo- 
lemn  feftivals,  in  the  days  of  pilgrimage,  he  fre- 
quented the  Caaba,  accofted  the  ftrangers  of  every 
tribe,  and  urged,  both  in  private  converfe  and  , 
public  difcourfe,  the  belief  and  worfhip  of  a  fole 
Deity.  Confcious  of  his  reafon  and  of  his  weak- 
nefs,  he  aflerted  the  liberty  of  conferee,  and  dif- 

claimed 
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C  UA  Pr  claimed  the  ufe  of  reKgious  violence  "* :  but  he 
ii,,— ^^^  ,jjr  calkd  the  Ai'abs  to  repentance,  and  conjured  them 
to  remember  the  ancient  idolaters  of  Ad  and  Tha- 
mud,  whom  the  divine  juftice  had  fwept  away  f roiii 
the  face  of  the  earth  '*'. 
Is  oppofcd  *rh^  people  of  Mecca  was  hardened  in  their  un- 
**^n''^^^"  belief  by  fuperftition  and  envy.  The  elders  of 
613—622.  the  city,  the  uncles  of  the  prophet,  affected  to 
defpife  the  prefumption  of  an  orphan,  the  re- 
former of  his  country :  the  pious  orations  of  Mat- 
hornet  in  the  Caaba  were  anfwered  by  the  cla- 
ihours  of  Abu  Taleb.  "  Citizens  and  pilgrims, 
**  liften  not  to  the  tempter,  hearken  not  to  his  im- 
**  pious  novelties.  Stand  faft  in  the  worfhip  of 
.«  Al  Lata  and  Al  Uzzah."  Yet  the  fon  of  Ab- 
dallah  was  ever  dear  to  the  aged  chief;  and  he 
protected  the  fame  and  perfon  of  his  nephew 
againft  the  affaults  of  the  .Koreifliites,  who  had 
long  been  jealous  of  the  pre-eminence  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Hl^fhem.  Their  malice  was  coloured  with 
the  pretence  of  religion:  in  the  age  of  Job,  the 
crime  of  impiety  was   punifhed   by  the  Arabian 

* 

t**  The  paiTages  of  the  Koran  m  behalf  «f  toleration,  are  ftrotrg 
and  numerous:  c.  2.v.  257.0.16.129.  c.  17.  54.  c.  45.15*  c.  50.  ^. 
c.  Z2.  21,  3cc.  with  the  notes  of  Maracci  and  Sale.  This  charac^ 
let-  alofic  may  generally  decide  the  doubts  of  the  learned,  whether 
a  ChajSter  Wa^  revealed  at  Mecca  or  Medina. 

"s  Seethe  Koran  (pafliip,  and  efpccially  c  7.  p.  123, 124,  &c.), 
and  the  tradition  of  the  Arabs  (1  ocock,  Specimen,  p.  35—37). 
The  caverns  of  the  tribe  of  ThftmUd,  fit  for  men  of  the  ordinary 
Aature,  were  (hewn  in  the  midway  between  Medina  and  Damascus 
(Abulfed-  Arabiae  Defcript.  p.  439  44*)  and' may  be  prdbably  aicrib- 
ed  to  the  Troglodites  of  the  primitive  world  (Michaelis,  ad  Lowth 
de  Poefi  Hebntor,.^.  131—134.  Kccherch^s  fur  les^  Egypticnti 
torn.  ii.  p.  46 >  &c.). 
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inaglftrate *'* 5  and  Mahomet  tvas  guUty  oi  de-  CHAP, 
ferting  and  denying  the  national  deities.  But  fo 
ioofe  was  the  policy  of  Mecca,  that  tht  leadefg  of 
the  Koteifh,  inftead  of  accufing  a  ctiitiinal,  wer^ 
compelled  to  employ  the  meafures  of  perfuafion  61* 
violence.  They  repeatedly  addteffed  AbU  Taleb 
in  the  ftyle  of  reproach  and  menace.  "  Thy  ne- 
*'  phew  reviles  our  religion ;  he  accufes  bur  wife 
*'  fofefathers  of  ignorance  and  folly ;  filence  him 
quickly,  left  he  kindle  tumult  and  difcord  iii 
the  city.  If  he  perfevere,  we  (hall  draw  out 
^^  fwords  againft  him  and  his  adherents,  and  thou 
*'  wilt  be  refponfible  for  the  blood  of  thy  fellow- 
*'  citizens."  The  weight  and  moderation  of  Abu 
Taleb  eluded  the  violence  of  religious  faftion ; 
the  moft  helplefs  or  timid  of  the  difciples  retired 
to  jEthiopia,  and  the  prophet  withdrew  himfelf  to 
Various  places  of  ftrength  in  the  town  and  country. 
A.S  he  Was  ftill  fuppbrted  by  his  family^  the  reft  of 
the  trib^  of  Koreifh  engaged  themfelves  to  re* 
noiiiice  all  intercourfe  with  the  children  of  Ha- 
ftem,  neither  to  buy  nor  fell,  neither  to  marry 
nor  to  give  in  marriage,  but  to  purfue  them  with 
implacable  enmity,  till  they  ftiould  deliver  the 
perfon  of  Mahomet  to  the  juftice  of  the  gods. 
The  decree  was  fufpended  ih  the  Caaba  before  the 
eyes  of  the  nation ;  the  meffengers  of  the  Koreifh 
purfue4    the   Mufulman   exiles   in  the   heart  of 

^»*  In  the  time  of  Job,  the  crime  of  impUty  was  punilhed  by  the 
Arabian  magiftrate  (c.  13.  v.  a6,  zi,  aS.).  I  blufli  for  a  refpcdtable 
prelate  (de  Poefi  Hebraforurti,  p.  6^<5, 65I.  ^dit.  MichacKs  j  and  let- 
ter of  a  late  profeflbr  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  p.  15— 530>  ^'^^ 
^u^tifics  and  applauds  this  patriarchi&l  inquifition. 

Africa: 
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c  HA  P.  Africa :  they  b^fieged  the  prophet  and  his  mod 
u^-vr-y    faithful  followers,  intercepted  their  water,  and  in- 
flamed their  mutual  animolity  by  the  retaliation  of 
injuries  and  infults.  -  A  doubtful  truce  reftored  the 
appearances  of  concord ;    till   the   death  of  Abu 
T^eb  abandoned  Mahomet  to  the  power  of  his 
enemies,  at  th^  moment  when  he  was  deprived  of 
his  domeftic  comforts  by  the  lofs  of  his  faithful 
and  generous  C^jah.     Abu  Sophian,  the  chief  of 
the  branch  of.Ommiyah,  fucceeded  to  the  princi- 
l^ality  of  the  republic  of  Mecca.     A  zealous  votary 
of  the  idols,  a  mortal  foe  of^the  line  of  Hafliem, 
he  convened  an  affembly  of  the  Koreilhites  and . 
their  allies,  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  apoftle.  .  His 
imprifonment  might   provoke   the  defpair  of  his 
enthuiiafm;  and  the  exile  of  an  eloquent  and  po- 
pular  fanatic  would  diffufe  the  mifchief  through 
the  provinces  of  Arabia.     His  death  was  refolved } 
and  they  agreed  that  a  fword.  from  each    tribe 
Ihould  be  buried  in  his  heart,  to  divide  the  guilt 
of  his  blood  and  baffle  the  vengeance  of  the  Ha- 
and  dri-      ftemites.    An  angel  or  a  fpy  revealed  their  coli- 
Mccca  "^     fpiracy ;  and  flight  was  the  only  refource  of  Ma- 
A.D.66a.  hornet"^-    At  the  dead  of  night,  accompanied  by 
his  friend  Abubeker,  he  iilently  efcaped  from  his 
houfe:    the  aflaflins    watched  at  the  door;    but 
they  were  deceived  by  the  figure  of  Ali,  who  re» 
pefed  on  the  bed,  and  was  covered  with  the  green 
veftment  of  the  apoftle.     The  Koreilh  refpefted 
the  piety  of  the  heroic  youth ;  but  fome  veries  of 
Ali,  which  are  ftill  extant,  exhibit  an  intereftmg 

i>7  D'Herbelot,  Blbliot.  Orient*  p.  445.    He  quotes  a  particular 
hi&brj  of  the  flight  of  Mahoaiet. 
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j^i9:uf  e  of  his  anxiety,  his  tendemefs,  and  his  re-  C  H  A  P, 
ligious  confidence.  Three  days  Mahomet  and  his 
companion  were  concealed  in  the  cave  of  Thor,  at 
the  diftance  of  a  league  from  Mecca ;  and  in  the 
clofe  of  each  evening,  they  received  from,  the  fon 
.and  daughter  of  Abubeker,  a  fecret  fupply  of  in- 
telligence and  food-  The  diligence  of  the  Koreifii 
explored  every  haunt  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
city,  they  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  the  cavern  ^ 
but  the  providential  deceit  of  a  fpider's  web  and  2L 
pigeon's  neft,  is  fuppofed  to  convince  them  that 
the  place  was  folitiry  and  inviolate.  "  We  are 
only  two/*  faid  the  trembling  Abubekeri 
There  is  a  tyrd/'  replied  the  prophet  j  "  k 
."  is  God  himfelf/^  No  fooner  was  the  purfuk 
abated,  than  the  two  fugitives  iffued  from  the 
rock,  and  mounted  their  camels :  on  the  road  to' 
'Medina,  they  were  overtaken  by  the  emiffaries  of 
the  Koreilh;  they  redeemed  themfelves  with 
'  prayers  and  pfomifes  from  their  hands*  In  this 
eventful  moment,  the  lance  of  an  Arab  might 
have  changed  the  hiftory  of  the  world.  The 
flight  of  the  prophet  from  Mecca  to  Medina' 
has  fixed  the  memorable  sera  of  the  Hegira'^^i 

'*3  The  Begira  was  inflituted  by  Omatr,  the  fedond  caliph,  in  imi- 
tation of  the  sfcra  of  the  martyrs  of  the  Chtiftians  (dHerbelot, 
P  444-)  5  and  properly  commenced  fixty-eight  days  before  the  flight 
of  Mahonfiet,  with  the  firft  of  Moharreci,  or  firft  day  of  that  Ara* 

"bian  year,  ifrhich  Coincides  with  Friday  July  16^^,  A.D.  62a  (Ab^l- 
feda,  Vit.  Moham.  c.  az,  23.  p.  45 — jo. ;  and  Greaves's  edition  of* 

'UUug  Beig'8  £p6chx  Arabum>  &c.  c.  i.  p.  8.  io,  &c.)* 

'      •Vofc*IX;  U  which. 
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CHAP,  ivhich,  at  the  end  of  twelve  centuries,  ftffl  d^ 
^'        criminates  the    lunar  years    of  the  Mahometaa 
nations  "'. 

RectiYcd  1^^  relidon  of  the  Koran  might  have  periihed 
of  Mcdi-  in  its  cradle,  had  .not  Medina  embraced  with  faith 
a! b.  6>x.  ^^^  reverence  Ae  holy  outcafts  of  Mecca*  Me* 
dina^  or  the  n/y,  known  under  the  name  of 
Tathreb,  before  it  was  fan€tified  by  the  throne  of 
the  prophet,  was.  divided  between  the  tribes  of 
-the  Chcu-egites  and  the  Awfites,  whofe  hereditary 
feud  was  rekindled  by  die  flighteft  {provocations  i 
two  colonies  of  Jews,  who  boafted  a  facerdotd 
race,  were  then*  humble  alHes,  and  widiout  con* 
verting  the  Arabs,  they  introduced  the  tidle  of 
fcience  and  religion,  whkh  diftinguiflied  Medina 
as  tlv^  city  of  the  book.  Some  of  her  nobleft 
Citizens,  in  a  pilgrimage '  to  the  Caaba,  were  con- 
verted by  the  preaching  of  Mahomet;  on  thm 
return  they  diflufed  the  belief  of  God  and  his 
prophet,  and  the  new  alliance  was  ratified  by  thdr 
dq>utie5  in  two  fecret  and  nodumal  interviews  on' 
a  hill  in  the  fuburbs  of  Mecca.  In  the  firft,  ten 
Charegites  and  two  Awfites  united  in  faith  and 
kfve^  protefted  in  the  name  of  their  wires,  Acir 
I  children,  and  their  abfent  brethren,  that  they 
would  iot  ever  profefi  the  creed,  and  obferve.  the. 
precepts,  of  the  Koran.  The  fecond  was  a  poli^ 
ikai  aflbciation,  the  firft  vit^  fpark  of  the .  empire: 

'If  Mahomet^s  life,  from  bi«  ml^n  to  the  Hegira»  may  be fenipd 
in  Abulfeda  (p.  14— 4 jr.)  and  Gagnier  (torn*  i.  p.  ih""*5I»  34**^ 
0S3.).  The  legend  from  p.  it;— ^34^  it  VQUcbtdr  b;  A^Jaimabi^ 
and  difiUdned  by  Abulfieda. 

•f 
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of  the  Saracens  **^.  SeVenty-three  men  and  two  ®  ^^^  '* 
women  of  Medina  held  a  folenm  conference  with 
Mahomet,  his  kinfmen,  and  his  difciples;  and 
pledged  themfelves  to  each  other  by  a  mutual  oath 
of  fidelity.  They  promifed  in  the  name  of  th« 
city,  that  if  he  fliould  be  banifhed,  they  would 
receive  him  as  a  confederate,  obey  him  as  a  leader^ 
and  defend  him  to  th^  laft  extremity,  like  their 
wives  and  children.  ^^  But  if  you  are  recalled  by 
•*  your  country,"  they  alked  with  a  flattering 
anxiety,  "  will  you  not  abandon  your  new  allies  ?'* 
**  All  things,"  replied  Mahomet  with  a  fmile, 
**  arc  now  common  between  us ;  your  blood  is  ai 
♦*  my  blood,  your  ruin  as  my  ruin.  We  ar^ 
**  bound  to  each  other  by  the  ties  of  honour  and 
•'  intereft*  I  am  your  friend,  and  the  enemy  of 
♦•  your  foes.*'  "  But  if  we  are  killed  in  youf 
**  fervicc,  what,"  exclaimed  the  deputies  of  Me* 
dinaj  "  will  be  our  reward?"  "  Paradise,"  re* 
plied  the  prophet.  "  Stretch  forth  thy  hand.*' 
He  ftretched  it  forth,  and  they  reiterated  the  oath 
of  allegiance  and  fidelity.  Their  treaty  was  ra- 
tified by  the  people,  who  unanimoufly  embraced 
the  profeffion  of  Iflam ;  they  rejoiced  in  the  exile 
of  the  apoftle,  but  they  trembled  for  his  fafety, 
and  impatiently  wcpefted  his  arrivaL  After  a  pe- 
rilous and  rapid  journey  along  the  feacoaft,  he 
halted  at  Koba,  two  miles  from  the  dty,  and  made 
his  public  entry  into  Medina,  fixteea  days  after 

*^  The  triple  inaaguration  of  Mahomet  UdcicribedbyAbiilCrda 
(p.  30.  33 .  40.  860  ^^^  Caf  n)«r  (toxj^,  i.  p*  J44,  &<:.  Z49>  &^  t^m*  u«  / 
p.  1)3,  &c.)> 

U  2  his 
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CHAfP.  his  flight  from  Mecca.    Five  hundred  of  the  ci- 
tizens advanced  to  meet  him  :  he  was  hailed  with 
acclamations  of  loyalty  and  devotion ;  Mahomet 
was  momitcd  on  a  flie- camel,  an  umbrella  fliaded 
his  head,  and  a  turban  was  unfurled  before  him  to 
fupply  the  deficiency  of  a  ftandard.     His  braveft 
difciples,  who  had  been  fcattered  by  the  ftorm, 
affembled  round  his  perfon :  and  the  equal,  though 
Tarious,  merit  of  the  MoQems  was  diftinguiflied 
by  the  nansies  of  Mohagerians  and  Anfars^  the  fu- 
gitives of  Mecca,  and  the  auxiliaries  of  Medina, 
To  eradicate  the  feeds  of  jealoufy,  Mahomet  ju- 
dicioufly  couplfed  his  principal  followers  y^ith  the 
rights  and  obligations  of  brethren,  and  when  Ali 
found  himfelf  without  a  peer,  the  prophet  ten* 
derly  declared,  that  be  would  be  the  companion 
•and  brother  of  the  noble  youth.     The  expedient 
was  crowned  with  fticccfs ;  the  holy  fraternity  wa« 
refpefted  in  peace  and  war,  and  the  two  parties 
vied  with  each  other  in  a  generous  emulation  of 
courage  and  fidelity.     Once  only  the  concord  was 
nightly  ruffled  by  aa  accidental   quarrel;   a  pa- 
triot of  Medina  arraigned  the  infolence  of  the 
ftrangers,  but  the  hint  of  their  expulfion  was  heard 
with  abRorrence,  and  his  own  fon  moft  eagerly 
offered  to  lay  at  the  apoftle's  feet  the  head  of  his 
father. 

HisTegal    .    From  his  eftablilhment  at  Medina,    Mshomet 
*  A.' d'      affumed  the  exercife  of  the  regal  and  facerdotal 

%2i— 63*.  office ;  and  it  was  impious  to  appeal  from  a  judge 
whole  decrees  were  irifpired  by  the  divine  wifdom. 
A  fmall  portion  of  ground,  the  patrimony  of  two 
,  .    ^  ^  orphans. 
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orphans,  was  acquired  by  gift  or  purchafe  "' ;  on  C  HA  Pr 
that  chofen  fpot,  he  built  an  houfe  and  a  mofch 
more  venerable  in  their  rude  fimplicity  than  the 
palaces  and  temples  of  the  Aflyrian  caliphs.  His 
feal  of  gold,  or  filver,  was  infcribed  with  the 
apoftolic  title ;  when  he  prayed  and  preached  in 
the  weekly  affembly,  he  leaned  againft  the  trunk, 
of  a  palm-tree  ;  and  it  wis  long  before  he  indulged 
himfelf  in  the  ufe  of  a  chair  or  pulpit  of  rough 
timber  "*.  After  a  reign  of  fix  years,  fifteen 
hundred  Moflems,  in  arms  and  in  the  field,  re- 
newed their  oath  of  allegiance;  and  their  chief 
repeated  the  affurance  of  proteSion  till  the  death 
of  the  ktft  member,  or  the  final  diffolution  of  the 
party.  It  wa«  in  the  fame  camp  that  the  deputy 
of  Mecca  was  aftonilhed  by  the  attention  of  the 
faithful  to  the  words  and  looks  of  the  prophet,  by 
fhe  eagerncfe  with  which  they  colle^ed  his  fpittle, 
an  hair  that  dropt  on  the  grotuid,  the  refufe 
water  of  his  luftrations,  as  if  they  participated  in 
fome  degree  of  the  prophetic  virtue^    "  I  have 

1*1  Prideaux  (Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  44.)  reviles  the  wickednefs  of ' 
the  impoftor,  who  defpoiled  two  poor  orphans,  the  fons  of  a  car- 
penter 5  a  reproach  which  he  drew  from  the  DiJTputatlo  contra 
Saraceoos*  compofed  in  Arabic  before  the  ye.ir  Z130  j  but  the  ho- 
neft  Gagnier  (ad  Abulfed.  p.  53  )  has  (hewn  that  they  were  deceived 
by  the  word  Ai  Na:Jarf  which  fignifies,  in  this  place,  not  an  ob- 
icure  trade,  but  a  aoble  tribe  of  Arabs;  The  defolate  ftate  of  the 
ground  is  defcribed  by  Abulfeda ;  and  his  worthy  interpreter  has 
proved  from  Al  Bochari,  the  offer  of  a  price ;  fronj  Al  Jannabi,  the 
fair  purchafe;  and  from  Ahmed  Ben  Jo{eph,.the  payment  of  the 
money  by  the  generous  Abubekcr.  On  thefe  grounds  the  prophet 
aiuft  be  honourably  acquitted. ' 

•  »»  Al  Jannabi  (apud  Gagnier,  torn.  ii.  p.  246.  314.)  defcribes  the 
feal  and  pulpit,  as  two  venerable  relics  of  the  apoitle  of  God ;  and 
tMe  portrait  of  his  court  is  taken  from  Abulfeda (c.  44.  p.  85.}* 

U  3  «  feen/' 
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CHAP.    «  feen,'*  faid  he,  «  the  Chofroes  of  Perfia  and 
^*        **  the  Ces&ac  of  Rome,  but  never  did  I  behold  a 
^  kii^  among  his  fubjed^s  like  Mahomet  among 
*^  his  companions/'    The  devout  fertour  of  en- 
thufiafin.  a^s  with  more  energy  and  truth  than  thQ 
^  cold  9iid  formal  fervility  of  courts. 

He  de-  In  the  ftatc  of  nature  every  man  has  a  right  to 

agaSftThe  defend,  by  force  of  arms,  his  perfon  and  his  pot 
infidels.  feiSons ;  to  repel,  ot  even  to  prevent,  the  vio- 
lenoe  of  his  enemiesi)  and  to  extend  his  hoitililie^ 
to  a  reafonaUe  meafure  of  fatisfad:ion  and  retalia* 
tbn.  In  the  free  foctety  of  the  Arabs,  the  duties 
xif  ftib^£t  and  dtizen  impofed  a  feeble  reftraint; 
and  Msdiomet,  in  the  exercife  of  a  peaceful  and 
benevolent  miffion,,  had  been  defpoiled  and  ba-* 
niih'ed  by  the  injoftic?  of  his  countrymen.  The 
eboice  of  an  independent  people  had  exalted  the 
fugitive  of  Mecca  to  the  rank  of  a  fovereign  ;  .and 
he  was  inveiled  with  the  juft  prerogative  of  form-^ 
mg  alliances,  and  of  \«^aging  offenfive  or  defez^e 
WW.  The  impeifedion  of  human  rights  was  fap^ 
plied  and  armed  by  the  plenitude  of  divine  power : 
the  prophet  of  Medina  affumed,  in  his  new  reve* 
}atkHi»,  a  fiercer  and  ni€»*e  fangmnary  tone,  which 
proves  that  his  former  moderation  was  the  effefl: 
of  weakneis  '^^ :  tb$  means  of  perfuafion  had  been 
tried,  the  feafbn  6f  Ibrbetonnoe  was  ehpicfil,  and 
he  v^s  now  commanded  to  propagate  his  religion 

by  the  fword,  to  deftroy  the  monumients  of  ido* 

• 

*^3  xhe  viiith  and  'n^  chapters  of  the  K#va&  are  the  )oud«ll  and 
9mft  vfiMii^ent ;  and  Hdaiacd  (Pfodromus,  part  iv.  p.  59-*^4.)  has 
liiwei^lied  with  more  juftice  t|^B  dlfcre^ion  a^ainA  the  doubl^e  deH" 

-     •         .  latry, 
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\sLpjs  wdf  wii;hout  regaurdmg  the  £xa6dty  of  days  ^  HA  F. 
or  moml^y  to  purfue  the  unhelieving  nations  of 
the  earth.  The  £uae  bloody  precepts,  fo  re^ 
peatedly  inculcated  in  the  Koran,  are  afcribed  by 
the  author  to .  the  Pentateuch  and  the  Gofpel. 
But  the  mfld  tenor  of  the  erangetic  ftyle  may  ex- 
plain an  ambiguous  text,  that  Jefus  did  not .  bring 
peace  on  the  earth,  but  a  fword :  his  patient  and 
bumble  virtues  ihould  not  be  confounded  with  the 
intolerant  zeal  of  princes  and  bifhops,  who  have 
difgraced  the  name  of  his  difdples.  In  the  pro- 
fecution  of  reUgious  war,  Mahomet  might  appeal 
with  more  propriety  to  the  example  of  Mofes,  of 
the  judges  and  the  kings  of  Ifrael*  The  military 
laws  of  the  Hebrews  are  (till  mo:re  rigid  than  thofe 
of  the  Arabian  legiilator  '"^^  The  Lord-  of  hofls 
marched  in  peribii  before  the  Jews :  if  a  city  re- 
filled their  fummons,  the  males^  without  difUno- 
tion,  V^re  put  to  the  fWord :  the  feven  nations  of 
.Canaan  were  devoted  to  deftnifticoi;  and  neither 
repentMLce  nor  converfion  could  fiueld  them  from 
the  inevitable  doom,  tlutf  no  creature  within  their 
precin&$  fliould  be  left  alive.  The  fair  option  of 
iri^lidftip,  or  fubmiilion,  or  battle,  wa&  proposed 
to  the  enemies  of  Mabomec.  If  they  profeffed 
the  creed  of  Iflam,  they  were  admitted  to  all  the 
temporal  and  fpiritual  benefits  of  his  primitive 
difciples,  and  marched  under  die  fiune  banner  iq 

«*♦  The  t*^  zxid  3Cx»ii  chapters  of  Deutcftw^omf ,  w!th  tfcrtf  pme"- 
tical  comnflefrtt  of  JofUwt,  I)avtd,  ftc.  aire  i«adf  with  fa^vt  twe  fll«lii 
fatisfatStion  by  the  pious  Chnftians  of  the  prefent  ^e.  Bttt  tfte  bl^. 
ihops^  as  well  as  the  rabbis  of  former  thhcft,  Ita^e  beat  the  drtfm^ 
'  cccltfiaftic  with  i^leafurc  artd  fiicceft.  (Saftfs  fM/tainsctj  ffi^ 
courfe,  p.  14a,  143). 

U  4*  extend 
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P  ^  *  ^'  extend  the  religioh  which  they  had  .embraced^ 
The  clemency  of  the  prophet  "W^  decided  by-  his 
intereil,  yet  he  feldom  trainpled  on  a  proftrat« 
enemy;  and  he  feem$  to  promife,  that,  on  the 
payment  of  a  tribute,  the  leaft  guilty  of  his  un- 
believing fubjeflts  might  be  indulged  in  their 
worfhip,  or  at  leaft  in  their  imperfeft  faith.  la 
the  firft  months  of  his  reign,  he  praftifed  the  lef? 
fons  of  holy  warfare,  and  difplayed  his  white  ban* 
ner  before  the  gates  of  Medina:  the  martial 
apoftle  fought  in  perfon  at  nine  battles  or  fieges  "^  ^ 
and  fifty  enterprifes  of  war  were  atchieved  in  ten 
years  by  himfelf  or  his  lieutenants*  The  Arall^ 
continued  to  unite  the  profeffions  of  a  merchsint 
and  a  robber ;  and  his  petty  excurfions  for  the; 
defence  'or  the  attack  of  a  caravan  infenfibly  piJe* 
pared  his  troops  for  the  conqueft  of  Arabia.  The 
diftribution  of  the  fpoil  was  rcgulat^  by  a  diviije 
law  '*^ :  the  whole  was  faithfully  collefted  in  one 
common  mafs :  a  fifth  of  the  gold  and  filver,  thi^ 
prifoners  and  cattle,  the  moveables  and  imiQoyefi 
ables,  was  referved  by  the .  prpphet  for  pious  and 
charitable  ufes ;  the  remainder  .was  fhared  in  ade^ 
quate  portion^^  by  the  foldiers  who  had  obtained 
ihe  viftory  or  guarded  the  camp :  the  rewarjis  of 

^  Abulfeda,  in  Vit.  Moham.  p.  156.  The  private  arfcnal  of  the 
apoftle  confiftecl  of  nine  fwords,  three  lances,  feven  pikes  or  half- 
|»ike8,  a  quiver  and  thr^e  bows »  fcve.ncuiraff^s,  three  Ihields,  and 
two  helmets  (Gagnier,  torn.  iii.  p.  328 — 3^^,)^  wfth  a  large  white 
jftandardy  a  black  banner  (p.  33  5.)*  twenty  harfes  (p.  3&ft.},  &c. 
Two  of  his  martial  faytngs  9re  recorded  b^  tradition  (Gagnier« 
$om.ti.p..8S.  337.). 

^^^  The  whok  fubjed  de  jure  belli  Mohamniedanorum,  is  «• 
|iau(ted  in  a  Separate  difiertation  by  the  learned  Reland  (Pi|rertpi« 
mncB  Miibefianex^  torn.  iii.  Diflert.  x.  p.  Z'^SSO* 

thfl 
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the  flain  darolved  to  their  widows  mid  orplutte}  C  ^^^^ 
and  the  increafe  of  cavalry  was  encouraged  by 
the  allotment  of  a  double  (hare  to  the  horfe  and 
to  the  man.  From  all  fides  the  roving  Arabs 
ivere  allured  to  the  ftandard  of  religion  and 
planar :  the  apoitle  fandified  the  licence  of  em- 
bracing the  female  captives  as  their  wives  or  con- 
cubines ;  and  the  enjoyment  of  wealth  and  beauty 
was  a  feeble  type  of.  the  joys  of  paradife  prepared 
for>!|he  valiant  martyrs  of  the  faidi.  ^^  The 
^'  fwordy'^  iays  Mahomet^  '^  is  the  key  of  heaven 
f^  ^d' of  hell:  a  drop  of  blood  ihed  in  the  caufe 
f\  of  God,  a  night  fpent  in  arms,  is  of  more 
f^  avail  than,  two  months  of  failing  or  prayer: 
f  ^  whdbever  falls  in  battle,  his  fins  are  forgiven  t 
^^  at  the  day  of  judgment  his  wounds  ihall  be  re- 
^^  fplendent  as  vermillion  and  odoriferous  as  mulk  ; 
*^  and  the  lofs  of  his  limbs  ihall  be  fupplied  by 
f'  the  wings  of  angels  and  cherubim.*'  The  in- 
trepid fouls .  of  .the  Arabs  were  fired  with  en- 
thufiafm;  the  pidure  of  the  invifible  world  was 
jtrongly  painted  on  their  imagination;  and  the 
death  which  they  had  always  defpi&d  became  aa 
phjcOi  of  hope  and  defire.  The  Koran  inculcates, 
jn  the  mqft  abfolute  fenfe,  the  tenets  of  fate  and 
predeflination,  which  would  extinguiih  both  in- 
duftry  and  virtue,  if  the  adions  of  man  were  go- 
verned by  his  fpeculative  belief.  Yet  their  in* 
fluence  iiii  every  age  has  exalted  the  courage  of 
the  Saracens  and  Turks.    The  firft  companions 

of  Mahomet  advanced  to  'battle  with  a  fearlefe 

■  ■.•..  *      -  ■ 

confidence :  there  is  no  danger  where  there  is  no 
|phance:   they  were  ordained  to  periih    in  their 

beds; 
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c  ■  A  F.  b«4t^  or  they  wei%  fafe  itnd  iftvulnerdble  amicbft 

i_  -^^i.j^  the  darts  of  the  enemy  "\ 

Hisdefen-      Pefh^  the  Kor^  would  have  been  content 

a^'aiiTft  the  ^^^  *^  ^^^^  ^^  Mahomct,  had  tbty  not  been  pro* 
Koreiih  of  voked  and  alarmed  by  the  vengeance  of  ^  enemy^ 
^"^^^  vrho  could  intercept  their  Syrian  trade  ai  it  pafled 
aiid  repafled  through  the  territory  ot  Meditnu  Abtt 
gophian  himfclf^  with  only  thirty  or  forty  foUoweiat 
CMdu&ed  a  wealthy  caravan  of  a  thou&nd  cameb : 
the  fortune  jot  dexterity  tif  his  march  dcaped  the 
vigilance  of  M^iomet;  but  the  chief  of  the  Kd» 
reifti  wu  informed  that  the  holy  robbers  were 
llhiced  in  amhiifh  to  wait  his  retusn.  He  dif* 
patdted  a  meflbager  to  his  brethren  of  Mecca^ 
and  they  were  rmifed^  by  the  fear  of  lofing  their 
merch^diib  and  their  provifions;!  unlefir  they 
haftened  to  his  relief  with  the  ndtttary  force  of  the 
city.  The  £K!red  band  of  Mahomet  was  formal 
of  three  hundred  and  tUttctn  MoHttm^  of  whom 
fetenty-^feven  w^e  fugitives,  and  the  reit  auaili* 
tries :  they  mounted  by  turns  a  train  of  kns^ 
camels  (the  camels  of  Yathreb  were  formidable  in 
w«r) :  byt  fueh  was  the  poverty  of  his  firft  dtfcipteS) 
that  only  two  could  appear  on  horfebadk  in  the 
field  "*.    In  the  fertile  and  fisanotis  vale  of  Be* 

'  der. 


.  ^*?  Th€  do«flirIne  of  abiblate  pre<ieftinati<m,  9A  whid  few*  i^ 
gions  can  re^oach  each  other,  is  fternly  ^xpofed  in  the  Koran  (^1* 
P*  52 1  53  c.  4.  p.  70,  &c.  with  the  note»  of  Sale,  and  d.  17.  p.  41  j« 
with  tbqfc  ai  MaRicci).  Heland  (de  lUlig:.  MkhJttim.  p.  di— &««) 
And, Sale  (Pixliin*  I^coiu*re,  p.  io3.}F«pnie«t  tht  opinidM  cf  the 
dodors,  and  our  modern  travellers  the  confidence*  the  fading  coii- 
Ikient'c,  of  the  Turks. 

(«>  AI  Jif  nabi  (apnd  GagHier,  torn.  ii.  pr«  9.)  altovfli  hte  ie«C0tr 
or  eighty  horfc ;  and  on  two  other  occafions  prior  to  the  battU  of 

Ohud; 
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der "%  three  ftatbns  ftoxa  Medina^  he  was  m-  ^  ^  ^^ 
foitned  by  his  fcouts  of  the  caravan  that  af^roach^    u^^-nJ^ 
ed  on  one  fide ;  of  the  Koreiih,  one  hundred  horfe, 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  foot^  who  advanced  on  tha 
other.      After  a  ibort  debate^  he   lacrifked  the 
|irofpe£t  of  weakh  to  the  purfuit  of  glory  and  re«» 
venge ;  and  a  flight  intrenchmeat  was  fonned  to 
cover  his  tiroops,  and  a  dream  of  firefh  water  that 
glided  through  the  valley.      "  O  God,'*  he  ex*  ^f^^ 
claimed  as  the  numbers  of  the  Koreifli  descended  A.D.611* 
Irom  the  hills^  ^<  O  God^  if  thefe  are  deffaroyed» 
by  whom  wilt  thou  be  worihipped  on  the  earth  i 
— Courage,  my  chiWr^j^  dofe  your  ranks ;  dif* 
charge  your  arrows,  and  the  day  is  your  own/' 
At  thefe  words  he  fh^  himfelf,  with  Abubeker,  oa 
a  throne  ok  pulpit  *^'',  and  inftantly  demanded  the 
fuccour  of  Gabriel  and  three  tfaou&nd  angels.    His 

Ohud,  he  cnlilts  a  tody  of  thirty  (p.  io.)>  and  of  500  (p.  66.)  troop. 
^f^  Yet  the  Muiblmaos,  in  the  kM  of  Ohud,  had  rio  more  than 
two  horilrs,  accorciins  t<^  t^c  better  ienfc  of  AlmlMa  (in  Vft.  Mo- 
bamm.  p.  xxxi.  p.  65. )•  i^  the  Janji  proviace^  th«  c^elt  were 
numerous  i  but  the  horfe  appearing  have  been  lefs  common  than 
lA  the  Hapffy  or  the  D^firi  Arabia. 

"9  Bedder  Houik«4iX|  t#f  nly  miiks  from  Medina,  andibrtf  from 
Mecca,  is  on  the  high  road  of  the  caravan  of  E^ypt ;  aad  the  piK 
grims  antiuafly  commemorate  the  prophet's  vi^ory  by  illuminations, 
roekets,  Sec    Shaw's  Travcla*  p>  4n* 

i)o  The  place  to  whLcU  Mahomet  retired  during  the  adioo  10 
ftyled  by  Gagnier  (in  AbulfeJa,  c.  »7.  p.  5S.  Vie  de  Mahomet, 
tom.  ii.  p.  30.  S3')f  UmBracuIum,  une  ioge  df  bois  avec  un^rort^.  The 
fame  Arabic  word  is  rendered  by  Reiike  (Annales  Moflemici  Abul- 
fedafe,  p,  %%.)hy  Solium y  Sug^eftus  editior \  and  the  difference  is  of 
the  utmoft  moment  for  the  honour  both  of  the  interpreter  and  of 
the  hero.  1  am  fbrry  to  obferve  the  pride  and  acrrmony  with  which 
Che  Keiike  chaftiibs  his  fellow-labourer.  Saepe  fie  vertit,  ut  integral 
|>as^mx  neqpeant  nifi  una  lituri  corrigi :  Arabice  non  ^iu  callebajt 
et  carebat  judfclo  crrtico.  J.  J.  ReKke»  Prodidagmata  ad  Hagji 
Chalils  Tabulas,  p.  &aS»  ad  caicem  AbttlfcdS  Syrias  Tabulae  g 
Lipfi;??,  1766,  in  4.*®, 

eje 
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CHAP,  eye  was  fixed  on  the  -field  of  battle:  the  Muful- 
«ians  fainted  and  were  preffed :  in  that  decifive 
moment  the  prophet  ftarted  from  his  throne, 
mounted  his  horfe,  arid  caft  a  handful  of  fand 
into  the  air ;  **  Let  theii-  .faces  be  covered  with 
**  confufion/*  Both  armies  heard  the  thunder 
of  his  voice :  their  fancy  tdield  the  angeHc  war- 
riors'^':  the  Koreifli  trembled  and  fled:  feventy 
of  the  braved  were  flain ;  arid  feventy  captives 
adorned  the  firft  viftory  of  the  faithful.  The  dead 
bodies  of  the  Koreifh  were  defpoiled  and  infult- 
ed:  two  df  the  moft  obnoxious  prif6ners  were 
punifhed  with  death ;  arid  the  ranfom  of  the  others, 
four  thoufand  drams  of  filver,  compenfated  in  fome 
degree  the  efcape  of  the  caravan.  But  it  was  in 
vain  that  the  camels  of  Abu  Sophiah  explored  a 
new  road  through  the  defert  and  alcmg  the  Eu- 
phrates :  they  were  overtaken  by  the  diligence  of 
the  Mufulmans ;  and  wealthy  muft  have  been  the 
prize,  if  twenty  thoufwid  drams  could  be  fet  apart 
for  the  fifth  of  the  apoftle.  The  referitment  of  the 
public  and  private  lofs^  ftimulated  Abu  Sophian 
Jto  coUeQ:  a  body  of  three  thoufand  men,  fiven 
hundred  of  whom  were  armed  with  cuirafles,  and 
two  hundred  were  mounted  on  horfeback:  three, 
thoufand  camels  attended  his  march  :  and  his  wife 

^J*  The  loofc  cxpreflions  of  the  l^oran  (c.  3.  p.  114, 145.  c.  8. 
^.  9.)  allow  the  commentators  to  fluctuate  between  the  numbers  of 
jooo,  3000,  or  9009  angels  j  and  the  fanalleft  of  thefe  might  fufficc 
for  the  flanghter  of  feventy  of  the  Koreilh  (Maracci,  Alcoran, 
torn.  ii.  p.  I3I.)'  Yet  the  fame  fcholiafts  confef;,  that  thia  angelic 
band  was  not  vifible  to  any  mortal  eye  (Maracci,  p.  a97.)»  They  re- 
fine on  the  Words  (c.  8.  i60»  "  not  thou,  but  God,*'  &,c,  (d  Her- 
belot,  Bibliot  Orientale,  p.  600,  6oi»). 

4  Henda, 
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Henda,  with  fifteen  matrons  of  Mecca,  inceffantljr  ^  ^^  ^* 
founded  their  timbrels  to  animate  the  troops,  and    u^.^/..^ 
to  magnify  the  greatnefs  of  Hobal,   the  mod  po-  ^^ ^^^62' 
pular  deity  of  the  Caaba.     The  ftandard  of  God 
and  Mahomet  was  upheld  by  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  believers :  the  difproportion  of  numbers  was 
.not  more  alarming  than  in  the  field  of  Beder; 
and  their  prefumption  of  vidory  prevailed  againft 
the  divine  and  human  fenfe  of  the  apoftle.     The 
fecond  battle  was  fought  on  mount  Ohud,  fix 
miles  to  the  north  of  Medina  '^* :  the  Koreifli  ad- 
.vanced>  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent :   and  the  right 
wing  of  cavalry  was  led  by  Caled,  the  fierceft  and 
'mdft  fuccefsful   of  the  Arabian  warriors.      The 
-troops  of  Mahomet  were  ikilfully  pofted  on  the  de* 
:  clivity  of  the  hill ;  and  their  rear  was  guarded  by 
a  detachment  of  fifty  archers.     The  weight  of  their 
charge  impelled  and  broke  the  centre  of  the  ido- 
laters ;  but  in  the  purfuit  they  loft  the  advantage 
ef  their  ground :  the  archers  deferted  their  ftation : 
the  Mufulmans  were  tempted  by  the  fpoil,  dif- 
obeyed  their  general,  and  difordered  their  ranks. 
The  intrepid  Caled,  wheeling  his  cavalry  on  their 
flank  and  rear,  exclaimed,  with  a  loud  voice^  that 
Mahomet  was  ilain.     He  was  indeed  wouAded  in 
the  face  with  a  javelin :   two   of  his  teeth  were 
Shattered  with  a  ftone^  yet,  in  the  midft  of  tumult 
and  difmay,'  he  reproached  the  infidels  with  the 
murder  of  a  prophet;   and  blefled   the   friendly 
hand  that  ftaunched  his  blood,  and  conveyed  him 
.  to  a  place  of  fafety.     Seventy,  martyrs  died  for 
the  fins  of  the  peopk :  they  fell,  faid  the  apoftle, 

*3*  Geograph.  Nubienfis,  p,  47..  ■      ^  ■   -* 
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in  psdrS)  each  brother  embrsLcmg  hk  tifelefs'  com* 
paaion  '^' :  their  .bodies  were  mangled  by  the  iii^ 
human  females  of  Mecea ;  and  the  wife  of  Abti 
Sc^>hian  tailed  the  entrails  of  Hamza,  the  uncle 
of  Mahomet.  They  might  applaud  their  fuper- 
fiiticm  and  fatiate  their  fury  $  but  the  Mufulmans 
foon  rallied  in  the  field,  and  the  Koreifh  wanted 
(trength  or  courage  to  undertake  die  fiege  of  Me- 
dina. It  was  attacked  the  enfuing  year  by  an 
army  of  ten  tboufand  enemies ;  and  this  third  ex- 
pedition is  varioufly  named  from  the  nathnsy 
which  marched  under  the  banner  of  Abu  Sopfaian^ 
from  the  ditch  which  was  drawn  before  the  dty, 
mid  a  camp  of  three  tboufand  Mufulm«is.  The 
prudence  of  Mahomet  declined  a  general  ^g^gc* 
ment:  the  valour  of  Ali  was  fignalifed  in  fingle 
combat ;  and  the  war  was  protraded  twenty  days, 
till  the  final  feparation  of  the  confederates*  A 
temped  of  wind,  nun,  and  hail,  overturned  thek 
tents :  the  private  quarrels  were  fomented  by  an  in- 
iidious  adverfary ;  and  the  Koreifli,  ddeited  by  their 
allies,  no  longer  hoped  to  fiibvert  the  throne,  or  to 
check  the  conquefts,  of  their  invincflDle  exile  '**• 

The  choice  of  Jeru&lem  for  the  firft  kebla  of 
prayer  difcovers  the  early  propcnfity  of  Mahomet 
in  favour  of  the  Jews  j  and  happy  would  it  have 
been  for  their  tonpofal  intereft,  had  they  recognif- 


>n  In  the  iii<*  chapter  of  the  Koran  (p.  59^33*  with  Sale's  notes), 
the  prophet  alleges  ibme  poor  excuAfs  for  the  defeat  of  Obud. 

»H  For  the  detail  of  the  three  Koreilh  wars^  of  Bedcr,  of  Ohudt 
tod  of  the<iitcfa,peruie  AhtilAd«(p.  s^"^*-  ^4— <9-  73— 77-)f  Gssg- 
nier  (torn,  ii,  p.  a  3— 45-  7«>— ^f.  x»<^-^3^.)>  with  the  proper  artU 
des  of  d'HerbeIot>  and  the  abridgements  of  Elmaci^.  (Hiijt.  Saracen.. 
p.  C  7 .}  aaAlbulphaxagins  (0fit;Lft«  p«  soa  .}• 

ed^ 
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€d,  in  the  Aralnan  prophet,  the  hope  of  Ifirael  and  <^  ^^  '• 
the .  prcmiifed  ^^iah.  Thdr  obftinacy  converted 
his  fneadihip  into  implacable  hatred,  with  which 
he  pmfued  that  unfortunate  peqrie  to  the  laft  mo* 
ment  of  his  life :  and  in  the  double  oharader  of 
an  apoftle  and  a  conqueror,  his  perfecutkm  was 
extended  to  both  worlds '''.  Tlie  Kainoka  dwelt 
at  Medina  under  the  protefiKon  of  the  *city :  he 
feized  the  occa^n  of  an  accidental  tumult,  and 
fummoned  them  to  embrace  his  religion,  or' con* 
tend  with  him  in  battle.  *^  Alas/^  replied  the 
tremiblkig  Jews,  **  we  are  ignorant  of  the  ufe  of 
^  arms,  but  we  perfevere  in  the  faith  and  worfliip 
*^  of  our  fethers ;  why  wilt  thou  reduce  us  to  the 
**  neceffity  of  a  juft  defence  ?**  The  unequal  cori- 
flift  was  terminated  in  fifteen  days;  and  it  was 
with  extreme  reluftance  that  Mahomet  yielded  to 
the  importunity  of  his  allies,  and  confented  to  fpare 
the  lives  of  the  captives.  But  their  riches  were 
coniifeated,  their  arms  became  more  cfFeftual  in 
4)e  hands  of  the  Mufulmans ;  and  a  wretched  co^ 
lony  of  fcvtti  hundred  exiles  was  driven  with  their 
wives  and  children  to  implore  a  refuge  on  the 
coi^nes  of  Syrii*  The  Nadhirites  were  more 
guilty,  (kice  they  conipired  in  a  frigidly  inter- 
view to  ^flyEaate  the  pro^et.  He  befieged  thdor 
caftle  three  mil^  from  Medina,  but  their  refohsse 
defence  obtained  an  honourable  capitulation ;  and 
the  garrifon,  founding  their  trumpets  and  beating 

vs  The  wan  of  Katonet  sgainft  the  J«wi(b  ti>be9,  ^  Kainofca, 
the  NadhiriieSt  Koraidba»  and  Cbaibar,  are  related  .by  Abulfeda 
(fk  61.  7t*  77*  S7»  ^cO  and  OagoiCF  (tOBLiL  p.  6t*-*65.  X07— xt». 
Y|^— «>i*  a6S«^S94)» 

their 
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CHAP,  thcar  drums,  was  pertnitted  to  dq>4rt  with  the  ho* 
nours  of  war.  The  Jews  had  excited  and  joined 
the  war  of  the  Kordfh :  tio  fooner  had  the  liatwrli 
retired  from  the  ditch j  than  Mahomet,  without  lay- 
ing afide  bis  armour,  matched  oH  the  £bie  day 
to  extirpate  the  hoftile  race  of  the  eh|ldren  of  Kor 
raidha.  After  a  refiftance  of  twenty-five  day»^ 
they  furrcndered  at  difcretion.  They  trufted  to  the 
ittterceffion  of  their  old  allies,  of  Medina  t  they 
could  not  be  ignorant  that  fanaticifm  obliterates  . 
the  feelings  of  humanity*  A  venerable  eider,  to 
whofe  judgment   they  appealed;    pronounced  .the 

'  fentence  of  their  death  :  feven  hundred  Jews  were 
dragged  in  chains  to  the  market-place  of  the  city : 
they  defcended  alive  into  the  grave  prepared  for 
their  execution  and  burial  j  and  the  apoftle  beheld 
with  an  inflexible  eye  the  ilaughter  of  his  helplels 
enemies.  Their  iheep  and  camels  were  inherited 
by  the  Mufulmans :  three  hundred  cuirafiTes,  five 
hundred  pikes,    a  thoufand  lances,  compofed  the 

^  moft  ufeful  portion  of  the  fpoil.  Six  days  journey 
to  the  north-eafl  of  Medina,  the  ancient  and  wealthy 

.  town  of  Chaibar  was  the  feat  of  the  Jewifh  power 
in  Arabia ;  the  territory,  a  fertile  fpot  in  the  de- 
fert,  was  covered  with  plantations  and  cattle,  and 
prptefted  by  eight  caftles,  fome  of  which  were  efteem- 
ed  of  impregnable  ftrength.  The  forces  of  Ma- 
homet confided  of  two  hundred  horfe  and  fourte^i 
hundred  foot:  in  the  fucceffion  of  eight  regukor 
and  painful  fieges  they  were  expofed  to  danger, 
and  fetigue,  and  hunger ;  and  the  nioft  undaunted 
chiefs  defpaired  of  the  event.  •  The  apoftle  revived 
their  faith  and  courage  by  the  example  of  AU,  on 

whom 
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whom  he  beftowed  the  furname  of  the  Lion  of  God:  ^  "£^  ^* 
perhaps  we  may  believe  that  an  Hebrew  champion  ^,*y-,^ 
of  gigantic  ftature  was  cloven  to  the  cheft  by  his 
irrefiftible  fcymetar ;  but  we  cannot  praife  the  mo- 
defty  of  romance,  which  reprefents  him  as  tearing 
from  its  hinges  the  gate  of  a  fortrefs,  and  wield- 
ing the  ponderous  buckler  in  his  left  hand  '^*. 
After  the  redudion  of  the  caftles,  the  town  of 
Chaibar  fubmitted  to  the  yoke.  The  chief  of  the 
tribe  was  tortured,  in  the  prefefice.  of  Mahomet, 
to  force  a  confeffion  of  his  hidden  treafure :  the 
induftry  of  the  fhepherds  and  hulbandmen  was  re- 
warded \^ith  a  precarious  toleration:  they  were  per- 
mitted, fo  long  as  it  fhould  pleafe  the  conqueror, 
to  improve  their  patrimony,  in  equal  Ihares,  for 
his  emolument  and  their  owiu  Under  the  reign 
of  Omar,  the  Jews  of  Chaibar  were  tranfplanted 
to  Syria ;  and  the  caliph  alleged  the  injundion  of 
his  dying  mafter,  that  one  and  the  true  religion 
Ihould  be  profeffed  in  his  native  land  of  Arabia '". 

Five  times  each  day  the  eyc«  of  Mahomet  were  Submiffion 

"of  Mecca 

turned    towards    Mecca '^%    and   he   was   urged   a.  D.  Ozf. 

*J*  Abu  Rafe,  the  fervant  of  Mahoipct,  is  faid  to  affirm,  that  he 
himfelf,  and  feven  other  men,  afterwardr.  tried,  without  fuccefs,  to 
move  the  fame  gate  from  the  ground  (Abulfeda,  p.  90.).  Abu  Rafc 
was  an  eye-witnefs,  but  who  will  be  witnefs  for  Abu  Rafe  i 

»37  The  baniftiment  of  the  Jews  is  atteftcd  by  Elmacin  (Hift.  Sara- 
cen, p.  9.)  and  the  great  Al  Zabari  (Gagnier,  torn.  ii.  p.  285.).  Yet 
Ncibuhr  (Defer! ption  de  TArabie,  p.  3H«)  believes,  that  the  Jcwifli 
religion,  and  Kareite  fed,  are  ftill  profcficd  by  the  tribe  of  Chaibari 
and  that  in  the  plunder  of  the  caravans,  the  dlfctples  of  Mofes  are 
tjie  confederates  of  thofe  of  Mahomet . 

•  *J»  The  fucccflivc  fteps  of  the  redudion  of  Mecca  are  related  by 
Abulfeda  (p.  S4 — 87.  97—100.  loa— :iii.)  and  Gagnier  (torn.  ii. 
p.  209 — 245.  309—322.  torn.  iii.  p.  I— 58.)>  Elmacin  (Hift.  Saracen, 
p.  8, 9,  xe.)*  Abttlphar|gtu8  (Dynaft.  p.  103.). 
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CHAP*  by  the  moft  facred  and  powerful  motires  to  revifit, 
as  a  conqueror,  the  city  and  the  temple  from  whence 
he  had  been  driven  as  an  exile.  The  Caaba  was 
prefent  to  his  waking  and  fleeping  fancy :  an  idle 
dream  was  tranflated  into  viiion  and  prophecy  ; .  he 
unfurled  the  holy  banner ;  and  a  rafh  promife  of 
fuccefs  too  haftily  dropped  from  the  lips  of  the 
apofUe.  His  march  from  Medina  to  Mecca  dif- 
played  the  peaceful  and  folemn  pomp  of  a  pilgrim* 
age:  feventy  camels  chofen  and  bedecked  for 
fecrifice,  preceded  the  van ;  the  facred  territory 
was  refpeded,  and  tlie  captives  were  difmiiTed 
without  ranfom  to  proclaim  his  clemency  and  de« 
votion*  But  no  fooner  did  Mahomet  defcend  into 
the  plain,  within  a  day's  journey  of  the  city,  than 
he  exclaimed,  **  they  have  clothed  themfelves  with 
"  the  ikins  of  tygers  ;**  the  numbers  and  refolution 
of  the  Koreifli  oppofed  his  progrefs ;  and  the  rov- 
ing Arabs  of  the  deiert  might  defert  or  betray  a 
leader  whom  they  had  followed  for  the  hopes  of 
fpoil.  The  intrepid  fanatic  funk  into  a  cool  and 
cautious  politician:  he  waved  in  the  treaty  his 
title  of  apoftle  of  God,  concluded  with  the  Koreifli 
and  their  allies  a  truce  of  ten  years,  engaged 
to  reftore  the  fugitives  of  Mecca  who  feould 
embrace  his  religion,  and  ftipulated  only,  for  the 
cnfuing  year,  the  humble  privilege  of  entering  the 
city  as  a  friend,  and  of  remaining  three  days  to 
accomplifh  the  rites  of  the  pilgrimage.  A  cipud  of 
Ihame  and  forrow  hung  on  the  retreat  of  the 
Mufulmans,  and  their  difappointment  might  juft- 
ly  accufe  the  failure  of  a  prophet  who  had  fa 
often  appealed  to  the  evidence  of  fuccefs.    The 

.faith 
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faith  and  hope  .of  the  pilgrims  were  rekindled  by  c  H  A  p. 
the  profpeft  of  Mecca :  their  fwords  were  flieath* 
ed;  feven  times  in  the  footn:q>s  of  the  apoftle 
they  encompaffed  the  Caaba :  the  Koreifh  had  re« 
tired  to  the  hills,  and  Mahomet,  after  the  cuitom* 
ary  facrifice,  evacuated  the  city  on  the  fourth 
day.  The  people  was  edified  by  his  devotion ;  the 
hoftile  chiefs  were  awed,  or  divided,  or  feduced; 
and  both  Caled  and  Amrou,  the  future  conquerors 
of  Syria  and  Egypt,  moil  feafonably  deferted  the 
finking  caufe  of  idolatry.  The  power  of  Mabo* 
met  was  incFeafed  by  the  fubn^iffion  of  the  Ara- 
bia tribes:  ten  thoufand  foldiers  were  aflembled 
for  the  conqueft  of  Mecca,  and  the  idolaters,  the 
weaker  party,  were  eafily  convifted  of  violating 
the  truce.  Enthufiafm  and  difcipline  impelled  the 
march  and  preferred  the  fecret,  till  the  blaze  of 
ten  thouiand  fires  proclaimed  to  the  aftoniihed 
Koreifh,  the  defign,  the  approach,  and  the  irre<* 
fifUble  force  of  the  enemy.  The  haughty  Abu 
Sophian  prefented  the  keys  of  .the  city,  admired 
the  variety  of  arms  and  enfigns  that  pafled  before 
him  in  review ;  obferved  that  the  fon  of  Abdallah 
had  acquired  a  mighty  kingdom,  and  confeffed, 
under  the  fcymetar  of  Omar,  that  he  was  the  apoflte 
of  the  true  God.  The  return  of  Marius  and 
Sylla  was ,  flained  with  the  blood  of  the  Romans : 
the  revenge  of  Mahomet  was  flimulated  by  religi* 
ous  zeal,  and  his  injured  followers  were  eager  to 
execute  or  to  prevent  the  order  of  a  maflacre.  In- 
ftead  of  indulging  their  paflions  and  his  own ''% 

the 

«39  Aficr  theconqueftof  Mecca,  the  Mahomet  of  Voltaire  imagines 
9^d  pfrpetrates  the  moft  horrid  crimes.  The  poet  confelTesi  that  he 

X%  It 
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the  viftorious  exile  forgave  the  guilt,  and  united 
the  faftions,  of  Mecca.  His  troops,  in  three 
divifions,  mar<ih6d  into  the  city :  eighf  and  twenty 
of  the  inhabitants  were  flain  by  the  fword  of  Caled ; 
eleven  trieii  and  fix  women  were  profcribcd  by 
the  fentence  of  Mahofnet;  but  he  blamed  the 
cniefty  of  his  lieutenant ;  and  feveral  of  the  moft 
obnoxious  viftims  were  indebted  for  their  lives  to 
his  clemency  or  contempt.  The  chiefs  of  the 
Koreifli  were  proftrate  at  his  feet.  "  What  mercy 
can  you  expeO:  from  the  man  whom  you  have 
wronged?"  **  We  confide  in  the  generofity  of 
**  our  kinfman.*'  *^*  And  you  fhall  not  confide 
*'  in  vain :  begone !  you  are  fafe,  you  are  free.'* 
The  people  of  Mecca  defer ved  their  pardon  by 
the  profeffion  of  Iflam ;  and  after  an  exile  of  feven 
years,  the  fugitive  miffionary  w^as  inthrontd  as  the 
prince  and  prophet  of  his  native  country  *'**'.  But 
the  three  hnndred  and  fixty  idols  of  the  Caaba 
'were  ignominioufly  broken :  the  houfe  of  God  was 
purified  and  adorned;  as  an  example  to  future 
dmes,  the  apofUe  again  fulfilled  the  duties  of  a 
pilgrim  j  and  a  perpetual  law  was  enacted  that  no 

is  not  fupported  by  the  truth  of  hiftory,.and  can  only  allege,  que 
celui  qui  fait  la  guerre  i  fa  patrie  au  nom  de  Dieu,  eft  capable  de 
tout  (Oeuvres  de  Voltaire,  torn.  xv.  p.  a8».).  The  maxim  is  neither 
charitable  nor  philofophic;  and  fome  reverence  is  fuvely  due  to  the 
fame  of  heroes  and  the  religion  of  nations.  'I  am  informed  that  a 
Turkifh  ambaffador  at  Paris  was  much  fcandalized  at  the  repre- 
fentation  of  this  tragedy. 

"+°  The  Mahometan  d6<flors  ftill  difpute,  whether  Mecca  was  re- 
duced by  force  or  confent  (Abulfeda,  p.  107. et  Gagnier  ad  locum); 
and  this  verbal  controverfy  is  of  as  much  moment^  as  our  own 
about  William  the  Cc^^jM^rfr.  .  .  .     ^ 
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unbeliever  fhould  dare  to  fet  his  foot  on  the  terri-  C  HA  p.> 
tory  of  the  holy  city  ''*'.  ■      ^     ^ 

The  conqueft  of  Mecca  determined  the  faith  and  Conqueft 
obedience  of  the  Arabian  tribes  ***  j  who,  accord-  a.  d. 
ing  to  the  viciffitudes  of  fortune,  had  obeyed  or  ^*9-"^3»- 
difregarded  the  eloquence  or  the  arms  of  the  pro- 
phet. Indifference  for  rites  and  opinions  ftill 
marks  the  charafter  of  the  Bedoweens ;  and  they 
might  accept,  as  loofely  as  they  hold,  the  doftrinc 
of  the  Koran.  Yet  an  obftinate  remnant  ftill  ad- 
hered to  the  religion  and  liberty  of  their  anceftors, 
and  the  war  of  Honain  derived  a  proper  appella- 
tion from  the  idols^  whom  Mahomet  had  vowed 
to  deftroy,  and  whom  the  confederates  of  Taycf 
had  fworn  to  defend  *'*^  Four  thoufand  pagans 
advanced  with  fecrecy  and  fpeed  to  furprife  the 
conqueror;  they  pitied  and  defpifed  the  fupino 
negligence  of  the  Koreifli,  but  they  depended  on 
the  wifhcs,  and  perhaps  the  aid,  of  a  people  who 
had  fo  lately  renounced  their  gods,  and  bowed  be- 
neath the  yoke  of  their  enemy.     The  banners  of 

•  H'  In  excluding  the  Chriftians  from  the  peninfula  of  Afabia,  the 
province  of  Hejaz,  or  the  navigation  of  the  Red  Sea,  Chardin  (Voy- 
ages en  Perfes,  torn.  iv.  p.  i66.)  and  Reland  (Diflert  Mifcell.  torn, 
iii.  p.  51.)  are  more  .rigid  than  the  Mufulman^  themfelves.  The 
Chriftlans  arc  received  without  fcruple  into  the  ports  of  Mocha,  and 
even  of  Gedda,  and  it  is  only  the  city  and  precindts  of  Mecca  that 
are  inacceffible  to  the  profane  (Nicbuhr,  Defcription  de  TArabie, 
p.  308,  309.    Voyage  en  Afabie,  torn.  i.  p,  aoj.  a4^>  &c.) 

'-^A  Abulfeda,  p.  ua-.— 115.  Gagnier,  torn.  iii.  p.  67— 8S.  D'Hcf* 
belot,  Mohammed. 

»*5  The  fiege  of  Tayef,  divifion  of  the  fpoil,  &c.  are  related  by 
Abulfeda  (p.  117— ia3,)  and  Gagnier  (torn.  iii.  p.  88 — ni.).  It  is 
Al  Jannabi  who  mentions  the  engines  and  pnginecrs  of  the  tribe  of 
Daws.  The  fertile  fpot  of  Tayef  was  fuppofed  to  be  a  piece  of  the 
Jfind  of  Syria  detached  and  dropped  in  the  general  deluge. 

X3  Medina 
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CHAP.  Medina  an4  Mecca  were  difplayed  by  the  prophet  j 
a  crowd  of  Bedoweens  increafed  the  ftrength  or 
numbers  of  the  army,  and  twelve  thoufand  MufuL 
mans  entertained  a  rafh  and  iinful  prefumption  of 
their  invincible  ftrength.     They  defcended  without 
precaution  into  the  valley  of  Honain:  the  heights 
had  been  occupied  by  the  archers  and  flingers  of 
the  confederates;    their  numbers  were  oppreffed, 
their  difcipline  was  confounded,  their  courage  was  . 
jtppalled,  and  the  Koreifli  fmiled  at  their  impend- 
ing deftruftion.     The  prophet,  on  his  white  mule, 
was  encompaffed  by  the  enemies ;  he  attempted  to 
rufli  againft  their  fpears  in  fearch  of  a  glorious 
death:  ten  of  his  faithful  companions  interpofed 
(heir  weapons  and  their  breafts ;  three  of  thefe  fell 
dead  at  hi?  feet ;  "  O  my  brethren,**  he  repeat, 
cdly.  cried  with  forrow  and  indignatiofi,   **-  I  am 
**  the  fon  of  Abdallah,  I  am  the  apoftle  of  truth  | 
^*  O  xnm  ftand  faft  in  the  faith!    O   God  fend 
^^  dowxi  thy  fuccour !"    His  yncle  Abbas,    who 
like  the  herbqs  of  Homer,  excelled  in  the  loudneft 
of  his  voic^,  mad^  the  valley  refound  with  the  re- 
cital of  the  gifts  and  promifes  of  God :  the  flying 
Moflems  returned   from    all    fides    to    the    holy 
ftandard ;  and  Mahomet   obferved  with  pleafure, 
(b?^t  the  furnace  was  again  rekindled ;  his  conduft 
;md  exampk  reftored  the  battle,  and  he  animated 
his  vid^orlous  troops  to  inflidl  a  mercilefs  revenge 
on  the  authors  of  their  (hame,     From  the  field  of 
JIoRain,  he  marched  without  delay  to  the  fiege  of 
Tayef,  fixty  miles  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  Mecca,  a 
fortrefs  of  ftrength,  whofe  fertile  lands  produce  the 
fruits  of  Syria  in  the  midft  of  the  Arabian  defert, 

A  friendly 
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A  fnaidly  tribe,  inftruded  (I  know  not  how)  in  ^  HA  f* 
the  art  of  fieges,*  fupplied  him  with  a  train  of 
battering  rams  and  military  engines,  with  a  body 
of  five  hundred  artificers.  But  it  was  in  vain  that 
he  offered  freedom  to  the  flaves  of  Tayef ;  that  he 
violated  his  own  laws  by  the  extirpation  of  the  fruits 
trees ;  that  the  ground  was  opened  by  the  miners ; 
that  the  breach  was  affaulted  by  the  troops.  Aft^r 
a  fiege  of  twenty  days,  the  prophet  founded  a  re- 
treat, but  he  retreated  with  a  fong  of  devout  tri- 
umph, and  affeded  to  pray  for  the  repentance  and 
fafety  of  the  unbelieving  city.  The  fpoil  of  this 
fortunate  expedition  amounted  to  fix  thouland 
captives,  twenty-four  thoufand  camels,  forty  thou- 
fand  Iheep,  and  four  thoufand*  ounces  of  filver :  a 
tribe  who  had  fought  at  Honain,  redeemed  their 
prifoners  by  the  facrifice  of  their  idols ;  but  Ma- 
homet compenfated  the  lofs,  by  refigning  to  the 
foldiers  his  fifth  of  the  plunder,  and  wifhed  for 
their  fake,  that  he  pofTefTed  as  many  head  of  cattle 
as  there  were  trees  in  the  province  of  Tehama. 
Inftead  of  chaftifing  the  difaffeflion  of  the  Koreifh, 
he  endeavoured  to  cut  out  their  tongues  (his  own 
expreiiion),  and  to  fecure  their  attachment  by  a 
fuperior  meafure  of  liberality :  Abu  Sophian  alone 
was  prefented  with  three  hundred  camels  and 
twenty  ounces  of  filver ;  and  Mecca  was  fincerely 
converted  to  the  profitable  religion  of  the  Koran. 
The  fugitives  and  auxiliaries  complained,  that 
they  who  had  borne  the  burthen  were  ncglefted 
in  the  feafon  of  viftory.  "  Alas,**  replied  their 
artful  leader,  **  fufFer  me  to  conciliate  thefe  recent 

X  4  *'  enemies, 
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enemies,  thde  doubtful  profelytes,  by  the  gift  of  • 
**  fome  perilhable  goods.     To  your  guard  I  entruft 
my  life  and  fortimes.     Yoji  are  the  companions 
of  my  exile,  of  my  kingdom,  of  my  paradife/' 
He  was  followed  by  the  deputies  of  Tayef,  who 
dreaded  the  repetition  of  a  liege.     ^'  Grant  us,  O 
apoftle  of  God!  a  truce  of  three  years,  with  the 
toleration  of  our  ancient  worfhip.**      "  Not  a 
**  month,  not  an  hour.'*      "  Excufe  us   at  leaft 
from  the  obligation  of  prayer.'*      "  Without 
prayer  religion  is  of  no  avail.'*     They  fubmitted 
in  filence ;  their  temples  were  demClifhed,  and  the 
fame  fehtence  of  deftruftion  was  executed  on  all 
the  idols  of  Arabia.     His  lieutenants,  on  the  fhores 
of  the  Red  Sea,  the  Ocean,  and  the  Gulf  of  Perfia, 
.  were  faluted  by  the  acclamations  of  a  faithful 
people ;  and  the  ambafladors  who  knelt  before  the 
throne  of   Medina,   were  as  numerous  (fays  the 
Arabian  proverb)  as  the  dates  that  fall  from  the 
maturity  of  a  palm-tree.     The  nation  fubmitted  to 
the  God  and  the  fceptre  of  Mahomet :  the  oppro- 
brious name  of  tribute  was  abolifhed :  the   fpon- 
taneous  or  rcluftant  oblations  of  alms  and  tithes 
were  applied,  to  the  fervice  of  religion:  and  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  thoufand  Moflems  accom- 
panied the  laft  pilgrimage  of  the  apoftle  '*\ 
Firft  war         When  Heraclius  returned  in  triumph  from  the 
hometanr  Pcrfian  war,  he  entertained,*  at  Emefa,  one  of  the 
^ainftthc  ambafladofs  of  Mahomet,  who  invited  the  princes 

• 

'     "     '  '♦♦  The  laft  conquefts  and  pilgrimage  of  Mahomet  arc  contained 

in  Abulfeda  (p.  121—1 33,),  Gagnier  (torn.  iii.  p.  x  ip-— aip-)*^^'^^^^'^ 
(p.  10,  11),  Abulpharagius  (p.  103.)  The  ix*l»  of  the  Hegira  wai 
ftylcd  the  y^ar  of  Embaffies  (Gagnier,  Not.  ad  Abulfed.  p.  izi.)- 

^d 
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and  natioBS  of  the  earth  to  the  profeflion  of  Iflam. 
On  this  foundation  the  zeal  of  the  Arabians  has 
fuppofed  the  fecret  converfion  of  the  Chriftian  em-  ^^'  ^^^ 
peror :  the  vanity  of  the  Greeks  has  feigned  a  per- 
fonal  vifit  to  the  prince  of  Medina,  "who  accepted 
from  the  royal  bounty  a  rich  domain,  and  a  fecure 
retreat,  in  the  province  of  Syria  '*^  But  the  friend- 
fhip  of  Heraclius  and  Mahomet  was  of  (hort  con-- 
tinuance:  the  new  religion  had  inflamed  rather 
than  aiTuaged  the  rapacious  fpirit  of  the  Saracens ; 
and  the  murder  of  an  envoy  aflforded  a  decent  pre- 
tence for  invading,  with  three  thoufand  foldiers, 
the  territory  of  Paleftine,  that  extends  to  the  call- 
ward  of  the  Jordan.  The  holy  banner  was  en- 
trufted  to  Zeid ;  and  fuch  was  the  difcipline  or  en- 
thufiafm  of  the  rifing  feft,  that  the  nobleft  chiefs 
fcrved  without  reludance,  under  the  flave  of  the 
prophet.  On  the  event  of  his  dcceafe,  Jaafar  and 
Abdallah  were  fucceflively  fubftituted  to  the  com- 
mand ;  and  if ^  the  three  (hould  perifh  in  the  war, 
the  troops  were  authorifed  to  elefl:  their  general. 
The  three  leaders  Were  flain  in  the  battle  of 
Muta'*^,  the  firft  military  aftion  which  tried  the 
valour  of  the  Moflems  againll  a  foreign  enemy. 
Zeid  fell,  like  a  foldier,  in  the  foremoft  ranks : 
the  death  of  Jaafar  was  heroic  and  memorable ;  he 
Ipfl  his  right-hand  j  he  ihifted  the  ftandard  to  hi^ 

»45  Compare  the  bigotte4  Al  Jann?tb  i  (apifd  Gagnier,  torn.  ii. 
p.  as* — »55.)  with  the  no  lef<  bigottcd  Greeks,  Theophanes(p.  176 
fr-278.),  Zonaras  (torn.  ii.  1.  xiv.  p.  86.)»  and  Cedrenus  (p.  491.). 

m6  For  the  battle  of  Muta,  and  its  confequences,  fee  Abulfeda 
(p.  IOC— loa.)  and  Gagnier  (torn.  ii.  p.3i7-*343}.  K«X«^*{  (^^ys  The- 
pphanes)  ©^  T^tia-t  fAu^aipetir  tw  Bm. 

left ; 


.4 
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c  HA  P.  1^ .  tj^g  left  ^j^as  fevered  from  his  body ;  he  em- 
braced the  ftandard  with  his  bleeding  flumps,  till 
he  was  transfixed  to  the  ground  with  fifty  honour- 
able wounds.  "  Advance,**  cried  Abdallah,  who 
Aepped  into  the  vacant  place,  "  advance  with  con- 
**  fidence :  either  viftory  or  paradife  is  our  6wn.** 
The  lance  of* a  Roman  decided  the  alternative; 
but  the  falling  flandard  was  refcued  by  Caled,  the 
profelyte  of  Mecca :  nine  fwords  were  broken  in  ^ 
his  hand ;  and  his  valour  withflood  and  repulfcd 
the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  Chriflians.  In  the 
nofturnal  council  of  the  camp  he  was  chofen  to 
command:  his  fkilful  evolutions  of  the  enfuiag 
day  fecured  either  the  viftory  or  the  retreat  of  the 
Saracens ;  and  Caled  >  is  renowned  among  his 
brethren  and  his  enemies  by  the  glorious  appella- 
tion of  the  Sword  of  God.  In  the  pulpit,  Mahd- 
met  defcribed,  with  prophetic  rapture,  the  crowns 
of  the  blefTed  martyrs  ;  but  in  private  he  betrayed 
the  feelings  of  human  nature :  he  was  furprifed  as 
he  wept  over  the  daughter  of  Zeid :  "  What  do  I 
•*  fee  ?**  (aid  the  aflonilhed  votary.  "  You  fee,*' 
replied  the  apoflle,  "  a  friend,  who  is  deploring 
**  the  lofs  of  his  mofl  faithful  friend.*'  After  the 
conqu^fl  of  Mecca  the  fovereign  of  Arabia  afFefted 
to  prevent  the  hoflile  preparations  of  Hcraclius; 
and  folemnly  proclaimed  war  againfl  the  Romans, 
without  attempting  to  difguife  the  hardfhips  and 
dangers  of  the  enterprife  ^^\    The  Moflems  were 

^47  The  expedition  of  Tabuc  is  recorded  by  our  ordinary  hifto- 
rians,  Abulfeda  (Vit  Moham,  p.  i23-:-i»7*)  and  Gagnier  (Vie  de 
Mahomet,  torn.  iii.  p.  j 47— 163.);  but  we  have  the  advantage  of 
appealing  to  the  original  evidence  of  the  Koran  (c.  9.  p.  154- 165.% 
with  Sale's  learned  and  rational  aotes, 

difcou' 
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difcouraged  :  they  alleged  the  want  of  money,  or  ^  ^A  ^• 
horfes,  or  provifions  j  the  feafon  of  harveft,  and 
the  intolerable  heat  of  the  fummer :  **  Hell  is 
**  much  hotter/*  faid  the  indignant  prophet.  Hfc 
difdained  to  compel  their  fervice ;  but  on  his  re*- 
turn  he  admoniflied  the  moft  guilty,  by  an  excom- 
munication of  fifty  days.  Their  defertion  enhanced 
the  merit  of  Abubeker,  Othman,  and  the  faithful 
companions  who  devoted  their  lives  and  fortunes  ; 
and  Mahomet  difplaycd  •  his  banner  at  the  head  of 
ten  thoufand  horfe  and  twenty  thoufand  fboL  Pain- 
ful indeed  was  the  diftrefs  of  the  march :  laffitude 
and  thirft  were  aggravated  by  the  fcorching  and 
peftilential  winds  of  the  defert :  ten  men  rode  by 
turns  on  the  fame  camel :  and  they  were  reduced 
to  the  fiiameful  neceffity  of  drinking  the  water 
from  the  belly  of  that  ufeful  animal.  In  the  mid- 
way, ten  days  journey  from  Medina  and  Damafcus, 
they  repofei  near  the  grove  and  fountain  of  Ta- 
buc.  Beyond  that  place,  Mahomet  declined  the 
profecution  of  the  war ;  he  declared  himfelf  fatis&d 
with  the  peaceful  intentions,  he  was  more  pro- 
bably daunted  by  the  martial  array,  of  the  ernpe* 
ror  of  the  Eaft.  But  the  aftive  and  intrepid  Ca- 
led  fpread  around  the  terror  of  his  name ;  and  the 
prophet  received  the  fubmiifion  of  the  tribes  and 
pities,  from  the  Euphrates  to  Ailah,  at  the  head 
pf  the  Red  Sea,  .  To  his  Chriftian  fubjeds,  Ma^ 
liomet  readily  granted  the  fecurity  of  their  perfons, 
the  freedom  of  their  trade,  the  property  of  their 
gOQils^  find  th?  ttjleratipn  of  their  worlhip  '**.    The 

weak' 

»4S  The  Diploma  fecuritatis  Ailenfibuj,  is  attcftcd  by  Ahmed  Ben 
J^fepl^i  *ft4  t}i9  fjuthp):  I4bn  SfUndor^m  (Gagnicr.  Not.  .nd  Abulfc- 
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weaknefs  of  their  Arabian  brethren  had  reftrained 

thtm  from  oppofing  his  ambition :  the  difciples  of 

Jcfus  were  endeared  to  the  enemy  of  the  Jews ; 

and  it  was  the  intereft  of  a  conqueror  to  propofe  a 

fair  capitulation  to  the  moft  powerful  religion  of 

the  earth. 

Death  of        Till  the  age  of  fixty-three  years,  the  ftrength  of 

A.^ix  63a,'  Mahomet  was  equal  to  the  temporal  and  fpiritual 

June;.       fatigues  of  his  miffion.     His  epileptic  fits,  an  ab- 

furd  calumny  of  the  Greeks,  would  be  an  objeft  of 

pity  rather  than  abhqrrence  '^' ;   but  he  ferioufly 

believed  that  he  was  poifoned  at  Chaibar  by  the 

revenge  of  a  Jewifli  female  '***.     During  four  years, 

dam',  p.  i»5.);  but  Abulfeda  himfelf,  as  well  as  Elmacin  (Hift, 
Saracen,  p  ii.)>  though  he  owns  Mahomet's  regard  for  the  Chrift- 
ian8(p.  13. )»  only  mention  peace  and  tribute.  In  the  year  16309 
,  Sionita  publ'flied  at  Paris  the  text  and  verfion  of  Mahomet's  patent 
in  favour  of  the  Chriflians ;  which  was  admitted  and  reprobated  by 
the  oppofitc  tafte  of  Salmafius  and  Grotius  (Bayle,  Mahomet, 
Rem.  AA.)  Holtinger  doubts  of  its  authenticij;y  (Hift,  Orient, 
p.  as;.)  ;  Rjenaudot  urges  the  confent  of  the  Mahometans  (hift .'pa- 
triarch. Alex.  p.  T69.) ;  but  Moftieim  (Hift.  Ecclef.  p.  %^^S)  (hews 
the  futility  of  their  opinion,  and  inclines  to  bdieve  it  fpurious.  Yet 
Abulpharagiiis  quotes  the  impoftor's  treaty  with  the  Neftorian  pa- 
triarch (AfTeman.  Bibliot.  Orient,  torn.  ii.  p.  418.);  but  Abulphara- 
gius  was  primate  of  the  Jacobites. 

»49  The  epilepfy,  or  falling-ficknefs,  of  Mahomet,  is  aflfertcd  by 
Theophanes,  Zonaras,  and  the  reft  of  the  Greeks ;  and  is  greedily 
fwallowed  by  the  grofs  bigotry  of  Hottinger  (Hift.  Orient,  p.  10, 
II.),  Prideaux  (Life  of  Mahomet,  p.  12.),  and  Marraci  (tom.ii. 
Alcoran,  p.  762,  763.).  The  titles  {the  <ujrapi>eiup^  the  covered)  of 
two  chapters  of  the  Koran  (73,  74.),  can  hardly  be  ftrained  to  fuch 
an  interpretation?  the  filcnce,  the  ignorance  of  the  Mahometan 
commentators,  is  more  conclufive  than  the  moft  peremptory  denial ; 
and  the  charitable  fide  is  efpoufed  by  Ockley  (Hift.  of  the  Saracens, 
tom.i.  p.  3oi.)»  Gagnier  (ad  Abulfeda,  p.  9.  Vie  de  Mahomet, 
tom.i.  p.  zi|$.)»  and  Sale  (Koran>  p.  469*-*474.)* 

»50  This  pojfon  (more  ignominious  fince  it  was  offered  as  a  teft  of 
his  prophetic  knowledge)  is  frankly  confefled  by  his  zealous  yotaries, 
Abulfeda  (p.  92.)  and  A!  Jannabi  (apud  Gagnier,  torn.  ii.  p,  286-^ 
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the  health  of  the  prophet  declined ;  his  infirmities  c  ha  p. 
increafed;  but  his  mortal  difeafe  was  a  fever  of 
fourtecin  days,  which  deprived  him  by  intervals  of 
the  ufe  of  reafon.  As  foon  as  he  was  confcious  of 
his  danger,  he  edified  his  brethren  by  the  humility 
of  his  virtue  or  penitence.  "  If  there  be  any 
*'  man,"  faid  the  apoftle  from  the  pulpit,  "  whom 
**  I  have  unjuftly  fcourged,  I  fubmit  my  own  back 
to  the  lafh  of  retaliation.  Have  I  afperfed  the 
reputation  of  a  Mufulman  ?  let  him  proclaim 
my  faults  in  the  face  of  the  congregation.  Has 
any  one  been  defpoiled  of  his  goods  ?  the  little 
that  I  poiTefs  fhall  compenfate  the  principal  and 
*«  the  intereft  of  the  debt.'*  "  Yes,''  replied  a 
voice  from  the  crowd,  "  I  am  entitled  to  three 
^'  drams  of  filver/'  Mahomet  heard  the  com- 
plaint, fatisfied  the  demand,  and  thanked  his  credi- 
tor for  accufing  him  in  this  world  rather  than  at  the 
day  of  judgment.  He  beheld  with  temperate  firm- 
nefs  the  approach  of  death  ;  enfranchifed  his  flaves 
(feventeen  men,  as  they  are  named,  and  eleven 
women) ;  minutely  direfted  the  order  of  his  fune- 
ral, and  moderated  the  lamentations  of  his  weeping 
friends,  on  whom  he  bellowed  the  benedidion  of 
peace.  Till  the  third  day  before  his  death,  he  re- 
gularly performed  the  funftion  of  public  prayer : 
the  choice  of  Abubekcr  to  fupply  his  place,  ap- 
peared  to  mark  that  ancient  and  faithful  friend 
as  his  fucceffor  in  the  facerdotal  and  regal  office ; 
but  he  prudently  declined  the  rifk  and  envy  of  a 
more  explicit  nomination.     At  a  momen,t  when  his 

faculues  were  vifibly  impaired,  he  called  for  pen 

and 
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and  ink,  to  write,  or  more  properly  to  di^Ctate,  a 
divine  book,  the  fum  and  accomplifhment  of  all 
his  revelations:  a  difpute  arofe  in  the  chamber, 
whether  he  fhoiild  be  allowed  to  fuperfedc  the  au- 
thority of  the  Koran ;  and  the  prophet  was  forced 
to  reprove  the  indecent  vehemence  of  his  difciples. 
If  the  flighteft  credit  may  be  afforded  to  the  tra- 
ditions of  his  wives  and  companions,  he  maintained 
in  the  bofom  of  his  family,  and  to  the  laft  mo- 
ments of  his  life,  the  dignity  of  an  apoftleand  the 
faith  of  an  enthufiaft ;  defcribed  the  vifits  of  Ga- 
briel, who  bade  an  everlafting  farewel  to  the  earth, 
and  expreffed  his  lively  confidence,*  not  only  of  the 
mercy  but  of  the  favour  of  the  Supreme  Being. 
In  a  familiar  difcourfe  he  had  mentioned  his  fpeciai 
prerogative,  that  the  angel  of  death  was  not  allow- 
ed to  take  his  foul  till  he  had  refpedlfully  afked  the 
permiiTion  of  the  prophet.  The  requeft  was  grant* 
ed ;  and  Mahomet  immediately  fell  into  the  agony 
of  his  diffolution :  his  head  was  reclined  on  the  lap 
of  Ayeflia,  the  beft  beloved  of  all  his  wives :  he 
fainted  with  the  violence  of  pain ;  recovering  his 
fpirits,  he  raifed  his  eyes  towards  the  roof  of  the 
houfe,  and,  with  a  fteady  look,  though  a  feulter- 
ing  voice,  uttered  the  laft  broken,  though  articu- 
late; words  :    "  O  God ! pardon   my  fins 

*'.....  Yes, I  come, among  my 

**  fellow-citizens  on  high  :"  and  thus  peaceably 
expired  on  a  carpet  fpread  upon  the  floor.  An 
expedition  for  the  conqueft  of  Syria  was  flopped 
by  this  mournful  event:  the  army  halted  at  the 

9  gates 
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gates  of  Medina ;  the  chiefs  ,were  aflembled  round  ^  ^^  ^■ 
their  dying  mafter.  The  city,  more  efpeciaily  the 
houfe,  of  the  prophet  was  a  fcene  of  clamorous  for- 
row  or  filent  defpair :  fanaticifm  alone  could  fug- 
geft  a  ray  of  hope  and  confolation.  **  How  can 
^'  he  be  dead,  our  witnefs,  our  interceffor,  our 
"  mediator  with  God  ?  By  God  he  is  not  dead ; 
"  like  Mofes  and  Jefus  he  is  wrapt  in  a  holy 
trance,  and  fpcedily  will  he  return  to  his  faith- 
ful people/'  The  evidence  of  fenfe  was  dif- 
regarded;  and  Omar,  unfheathing  his  fcymetar, 
threatened  to  ilrike  off  the  heads  of  the  infidels, 
who  ihould  dare  to  afjSrm  that  the  prophet  was  no 
more.  The  tumult  was  appeafed  by  the  weight 
and  moderation  of  Abubeker.  **  Is 'it  Maho- 
met,*' faid  he  to  Omar  and  the  multitude,  "  or 
the  God  of  Mahomet,  whom  you  worlhip  ?  The 
God  of  Mahomet  liveth  for  ever,  but  the  apoftte 
was  a  mortal  like  ourfelves,  and  according  to 
his  own  predi£^ion,  he  has  experienced  the  com* 
mon  fate  of  mortality.'*  He  was  pioufly  inter* 
red  by  the  hands  of  his  neareft  kinfman,  on  the 
fame  fpot  on  which  he  expired  '*' ;  Medina  hai 
been  fandtified  by  the  death  and  burial  of  Maho» 


V 


'"  The  Greeks  and  Latins  have  invented  and  propagated  the  vuU 
gar  and  ridiculous  ftory^  that  Mahomet's  iron  tomb  is  fufpended  in 
the  air  at  Mecca  (cnf^A  fimu^i^ofAtfo*  Laonicus  Chalcocondylesde 
Rebus  Turcicis,  1.  iii.  p.  66.),  by  the  action  of  equal  and  potent 
)oadftones(Diaionaire  de  Ba^le,  Mahomet,  Rem.  ££.  FF.).  With- 
out any  philofophical  inquiries^  it  may  fuflice»  that,  i.  The  prophet 
was  not  buried  at  Mecca ;  and»  %,  That  his  tomb  at  Medina,  which 
has  been  vifited  by  millions,  is  placed  on  the  ground  (Keland  d< 
Reltg.  Mohani.  Uii*  c.  19.  p.  ao9'— s(iiO#  Gagnier  (Vie  de  Maho- 
met, torn.  iii.  p*  %6i'^%6%-)* 

met  J 
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met ;  and  the  innumerable  pilgrims  of  Mecca  often 
turn  afide  from  the  way,  to  bow  in  voluntary  de- 
votion'^*,   before   the    fimple   tomb  of  the  pro- 
phet '". 
His  cha-  ^t   the  conclufion  of  the  life  of  Mahomet,  it 

may  perhaps  be  expefted,  that  I  fhould  balance 
his  faults  and  virtues,  that  I  fliould  decide  whether 
the  title  of  enthufiaft  or  impoftor  more  properly 
belongs  to  that  extraoi;dinary  man.  Had  I  been 
intimately  converfant  with  the  fon  of  Abdallah,  the 
talk  would  ftill  be  difficult,  and  the  fuccefs  uncer-- 
tain :  at  the  dillance  of  twelve  centuries,  1  darkly 
contemplate  his  fliade  through  a  cloud  of  religi- 
ous incenfe  ;  and  could  I  truly  delineate  the  portrait 
of  an  hour,  the  fleeting  refemblance  would  not 
equally  apply  to  tht  folitary  of  mount  Hera,  to  the 
preacher  of  Mecca,  and  to  the  conqueror  of  Ara- 
bia. The  author  of  a  mighty  revolution  appears 
to  have  been  endowed  with  a  pious  and  contempla- 
tive difpofition :  fo  foon  as  marriage  had  raifed 
him  above  the  preflure  of  want,  he  avoided  the 
paths  of  ambition  and  avarice  ;  and  till  the  age  of 
forty,  he  lived  with  innocence,  and  would  have 

IS*  Al  Jannabi  enumerates  (Vie  de  Mahomet,  torn.  iii.  p.  37a— 
39X.)  the  multifarious  duties  of  a  pilgrim  who  vifits  the  tombs  ef  the 
prophet  and  his  companio:ns ;  and  the  learned  cafuilt  decides,  that 
this  adt  of  devotion  is  neareft  in  obligation  and  merit  to  a  divine 
precept.  'The  doctors  are  divided  which,  of  Mecca  and  Medina, 
be  the  moft  excellent  (p.  391 — 394«)* 

>S3  The  laft  iicknef«>  death,  and  burial  of  Mahomet,  are  defcribed 
by  Abulfeda  and  Gagnier  (Yit.  Moham.  p.  133— 14*-  Vic  dc  Ma- 
homet, torn.  iii.  p.aao— 271.).  The  moft  private  and  intercfting 
circumfUnces  were  originally  received  from  Ayefha,  AH,  the  fonsof 
Abbas,  Sec. ;  and  as  tkey  dwelt  at  Medina,  and  furvived  the  pro- 
phet many  years,  they  might  repeat  the  pious  talc  to  a  fccond  or 
third  generatioA  of  pilgrims, 

died 
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died  without  a  name.  The  unity  of  God  is  an  CHAP, 
idea  moft  congenial  to  nature  and  reafon ;  and  i 
flight  converfation  with  the  Jews  and  Chriftians 
Would  teach  him  to  defpife  and  deteft  the  idolatry 
of  Mecca.  It  was  the  duty  of  a  man  and  a  citi- 
zen to  impart  the  dodrine  of  falvation,  to  refcue 
his  country  froiil  the  dominion  of  fih  and  error. 
The  energy  of  a  mind  inceflantly  bent  on  the  famd 
objeft,  would  convert  a  general  obligation  into  a 
particular  call  j  the  warm  fuggeftions  of  the  un- 
derftanding  or  the  fancy,  Would  be  felt  as  the  in- 
fpirations  of  heaven ;  the  labour  of  thought  would 
expire  in  rapture  and  vifion ;  Sand  the  inward  fen- 
fation,  the  invifible  monitor,  would  be  defcribed 
with  the  form  and  attributes  of  an  angel  of  God  '*♦. 
From  enthufiafm  to  impofture,  the  flep  is  perilous 
and  flippery  t  the  daemon  of  Socrates  **^  affords  a 

memo- 

«54  Tbc  ChriHiaos,  raflily  enough,  hare  affigried  to  Mahomet  a* 
tame  pigeon,  that  feemed  to  defcend  from  heaven  and  whifpir  in 
his  Cr^r,  As  this  pretended  miracle  is  urged  by  Grotiiis  (de  Vcri- 
tate  Religionis  Chriftianae),  his  Arabic  tranflator,  the  learned  PO- 
cock,  inquired  of  him  the  names  of  his  authors  i  at)d  Grotius  cor« 
felfedy  rhat  it  is  unknovvn  to  the  Mahometans  themfetves.  Left  it 
fllould  provoke  their  indignation  and  l^ughrer,  the  pious  ite  is  fup- 
prefled  in  the  Ai*abic  verfion  ;  but  it  has  maiJtlaiOed  an  edifying 
place  in  the  nurtierous  editions  of  the  Latin  text(PoeoGk,  Specimen 
tiift.Arabum,  p.  186,  187.  Reland,  dc  Religion,  ifkloham-  L  ii* 
<i.  39.  p.  25^^262.).  * 

(Plato,  in  Apolog.  Social,  c.  19*  p.  laiy^.iaz.  edit.  Fifcher).    The 
familiar  examples,  which  Socrates  urges  in  his  Dialogue  with  The- . 
agcft  (Platon.  Opera,  torn.  i.  p«  i»8,  X29.  edit.  Hen.  Stephan-);  are 
beyond  the  reach  of  human  foreiight ;  and  the  divine  infpiration 
(the  Att./MoMw)  of  the  pjjilofophcr, 'is  clearly  taught  in  the  Memora-  ' 
bilia  of  Xenophou.    The  ideas  of  the  moft  rationsll  Platonifts  are  " 
Vol..  IX.  Y  e3^t«flcd 
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c  HA  p.   tfli^»mor»ble  mftapce^  how  a  wife  man  may  4ec€dve 

yi^elf,  how  a  good  man  mjiy  deceive  others,  how 
the  confcience  may  fljimber  in  a  mi^ed  and  middle 

•ft^te  Vftween  felf-illiifion  and  volimtaty  fraud. 
Charity  njiay  believe  that  the  original  motives  of 
Silahoxiiet  were  thofe  of  pure  Jtnd  genuine  bene- 
volence ;  but  a  human  miflipajwy  is  incapable  of 
cherifhing  the  obftinate  unbeUevers  who  reject  his 
claims,  defpifc  his  arguments^  and  perfecute  hia 
life ;  he  might  forgive  hia  perfqnal  adverlaries^  he 
may  bwfuUy  hate  the  enemies  of  God ;  the  ftem 
paffions  of  pride  and  revenge  were  kindled  in  the 
bpfom  of  Mahomet,  and  he  fighed  like  the  pro* 
ph^t  of  Niniv^h,  for  the  deftrudion  of  the  rebels 
whom  he  had  condemned.  The  injuilice  of  Mecca» 
wd  tho.  choice  of  Medina,  transformed  the  citizen, 

.  into  a  prince,  the  humble  preacher  into  the  leader 
of  armies ;  but  his  fword  was  confecrated  by  the 
example  of  the  faints ;  and  the  fame  God  who 
aiBids  a  finful  world  with  peftilence  and  earth- 
quakes, might  infpire  for  thar  converfion  or 
chaftifement  the  valour  of  his  fervants.  In  the  ex- 
ercife  of  political  government,  he  -  was  compelled 
to  abate  of  the  ftem  rigour  of  fanatidifm,  to  com- 
ply  in  fomie  meafure  with  the  prejudices  and  paf* 
fions  of  his  followers,  and  to  employ  even  the 
vices  of  mankind  as  the  inftruments  of  their  &!- 
yation.  The  nfe  of  fraud  ^nd  perfidy,  of  cruelty 
and  injuftice,  were  often  fubfervient  to  the  propa- 
gation of  the  faith ;  and  Mahomet  commanded  or 
^mud  the  af&jSbatiQn  M  the;  Jews  and  idob* 

cxpniiifd  by  Ciccra(de  DWinat,  i.  54.)  and  in  %k9  j»v*iv  aiu^  xs^  Oif- 

ItYS 
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tgrs  who  had  cfcaped  from  the  field  of  battle.  By  ^  ^^^  P- 
tap  repetition  of  fuch  afts,  the  character  of  Maho- 
met muft  have  been  gradually  ftained ;  and  the  in* 
fluence  of  fach  pernicious  habits  would  be  poorly 
compenfated  by  the  practice  of  the  perfonal  and 
Jbcial  virtues  iiHIiich  are  neceflary.  to  maintain  the 
Imputation  of  a  prophet  among  his  fefbries  and 
friends.  Of  his  laft  years,  ambition  was  the  ruling 
paffion;  and  a  politician  will  fufped,  that  he  fe- 
cretly  fmiled  (the  viftorious  impoftor !)  at  the  en- 
thufiafm  of  his  youth  and  the  credidity  of  his  pro- 
fclytes  '**.  A  philofopher  will  obferve,  that  tbeit 
cruelty  and  bis  fuccefs  would  tend  more  ftrongly 
to  fortify « the  aifurance  of  his  divine  miffion,  .that 
his  intereft  and  religion  were  infeparably  conned- 
ed,  and  that  his  confcience  would  be  foothed  by 
the  perfuafion,  that  he  alone  was  abfolved  by  the 
Deity  from  the  obligation  of  pofitive  and  mdral 
law^*  If  he  retained  any  veftige  bf  his  native  in- 
nocence, the  fins  of  Mahomet  may  be  allowed  as 
aft  evidence  of  his  fincerity.  In  the  fupport  of 
truth,  the  arts  of  fraud  and  fiSion  may  be  deemed 
lefs  crimin2l;  and  he  would  have  ftarted  at  the 
£3ulnels  of  the  means,  had  he  not  been  &tisfied 
of  the  importance  and  juftice  of  the  end.  Even 
in  a  conqueror  or  a  priefl:,  I  can  fuiprife  a  word 
or  a£Bon  of  unafieded  humanity ;  and  the  decide 
of  Mahomet,  thgt,  in  the  fale  of  captives,  the 
mothers  fhould    never  be   feparated  from    their 

'56  In  fome  pafllse  of  hkToluminou»  writings,  Voltaire  compares 
the  ^ophet,  in  his  old  age,  to  a  fakir  i'**  qui  detache  la  chaine  dc 
**  iott  cou  pour  en  domier  fur  let  oreillea  a  £rs  confreres/' 

Y  2  "children. 
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children,  may  fufpend  or  moderate  the  cenfure  of ' 
the  hiftoriau  '".  . 
l>rivatciife       The  good  fenfe   of  Mahomet  *^^   dyefpifed   the 
of  Maho-    pomp  of  royalty ;  the  apoftle  of  God  fubmitted  to  -the 
menial  offices  of  the  family ;  he  kindled  the  fire, 
fwept  the  floor,  milked  the  ewes,  and  mended  with 
his  own  haiids  his  fhoes  and  his  woollen  garment; 
Difdaining  the  penance  and  merit  of  an  hermit,  he 
obferved  without  effort  or  vanity,  the  abflemious 
diet  of  an  Arab  and  a  foldier.     On  folemn  occa- 
fions  he  feafted  his  companions  with  ruftic  and 
hofpitable  plenty;  but  in  his  domeftic  life,  many 
weeks  would  elapfe  without  a  fire,  being  Idndled 
on  the  hearth  of  the  prophet.*     The  interdiilioa  of 
wine  tvas  confirmed  by  his  example ;  his  hunger 
was  appeafed  with  a  fparing  allowance  of  barley- 
br^ad;    he   delighted  in  the   tafte    of.  milk  and 
honey ;  but  his  ordinary  food  confifted  of  d^te^  ^d 
water.     Perfumes  and  women  were  the  twb  fisftf^al 
enjoyments  which  his  nature  required  and   his  re- 
ligion did  not  forbid  :  and  Mahomet  affirmed,  that 

»57  Gagnier  relates,  with  the  fame  impartial  pen,  this  humane 
.    law  ofthe  prophet,  and  the  murders  of  Caab,  and  Sophian,*  Which 
he  prompted  and  appro vtd  (Vie  dc  .Mahonact,  torn.  ii.  p.  69^  97. 
ao8.)- . 

*s3  For  thc'domeftic  l.fe  of  Mahomet,  confult  Gagnier,  and  the 
eorrcfponding  chapters  of  Abulfeda  ;  ior  his  diet  (torn.  iii.  p.  285 
-tW8.)  5  "his  children  (p.  18^.  *?9.)  ;  his  wives  (p.  i^o^-jo^.)  j  hrs 
marriage  with  Zt^intb  (torn.  ii.  p.  t5i*^t6o.)$  his  amour  with  Mary 
(p.  303 — 309)  i  the  falf<?  accufation  of  Ayeflia  (p.  i86 — 199).  The 
thjoft  original  evidence  ofthe  three  laft  tranfadlions,  i»  contained  m 
the  xxiv'»»,  xxxiii<i,  and  Ixvi***  chapters  of  the  Koran*  with  Sale's 
Commentary.  Prideaux'(X.ife  of  Mahomet,  p.  80— 90.)  and^a- 
racci  (Prodrom.  AJcoran,  part  iv.  p.  49— -59.)  ^ave  maKciouIIy  ex- 
aggerated the  fraihks  of  Mahomet. 

the 
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the  fervour  of  his  devotion  was  increaled  by  thefe  ^  ^^  ^* 
innocent  pleafures.  The  heat  of  the  climate  in-  Vn^-v-^*-/ 
flames  the  blood  of  the  Arabs ;  and  their  libidinous 
complexion  has  been  noticed  by  th^  writers  of  an* 
tiquity  '^^.  Their  incontinence  was  regulated  by 
the  civil  and  religious  laws  of  the  Koran :  their 
inceftuous  alliances  were  blamed,  the  boundlefs 
licence  of  polygamy  was  reduced  to  four  legitimate 
wives  or  concubines  ;  their  rights  both  of  bed  and 
of  dowry  were  equitably  determined  ;  the  freedom 
of  divorce  was  difeouraged,  adultery  was  condemned 
as  a  capital  oflFence,  and  fornication,  in  either  fex, 
was  puniftied  vnih  an  hundred  ftripes  '*".  Such 
were  the  calm  and  rational  precepts  of  the  legifla- 
tor :  but  in  his  private  conduft,  Mahomet  in- 
dulged the  appetites  of  a  man,  and  abufed  the 
claims  of  a  prophet.  A  fpecial  revelation  difpenfed 
him  from  the  laws  which  he  had  impofed  on  his 
nation ;  the  female  fex,  without  referve,  was  aban- 
doned to  his  defires ;  and  this  fmgular  prerogative 
,  excited  the  envy,  rather  than  the  feandal,  the  ve- 
neration, rather  than  the  envy^  of  the  devout  Mu- 
fulmans.  If  we  remember  *the  feven  hundred  His  wives, 
^ves  and  three  hundred  concubines  of  the  wife 
Solomon,  we  fliall  applaud  the  modefty  of  the  Ara- 
bian, who  efpoufed  no  more  than  feventeen  or  fif. 
teen  -^ves ;  eleven  •  are  enumerated  who  occupied 
at  Medina  their   feparate  apartments  ^ound  •  the 

»*9  Incredibilc  eft  quo  ardore  apud  cos  in  Venerem  uterquc  fol- 
vktir  feyus(Ami]Fiian.  Marcellin.  1.  xiv.  c.  4.). 

*^«  Sale  (Prclimmary  Difcewfe,  p.  133— '3''.)  has  recapitulated* 
Hie  laws  of  marriage,  divorce,  &c.;  and  the  curious  readier  of  Scl-' 
lien's  Uxor  Hebraica  will  recognize  many  Jewilh  ordinances. 

•y  3  houfe 
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^*^  A.  P.    houfe  pf  the  apoftle,  and  enjoyed  in  their  turns  this 
favour  of  his  conjugal  fociety.     What  is  fingnlar 
enough,   they  were  all   widows,   excepting  only 
Ayefha,    the   daughter    of  Abubeker.      S6e  was 
doubtless  a  virgin,  iince  Mahoniet  confttmmated 
his  nuptials  (fuch  is  the  premature  ripene&  of  the 
climate)  when  ihe  was  only  nine  years  of  age.  The 
youth,  the  beauty,  the  fpirit  of  Ayeflia,  gave  her 
a  fuperior  afceadant :  fhe  was  beloved  and  traded 
by  the  prophet ;  and,  after  his  death,  the  daughter 
of  Abubeker  was  long  revered  as  the  mother  of 
the  faithful.    Her  bdhaviour  had  been  ambiguous 
stfid  indifcreet ;  in  a  nocturnal  march,  ihe  was  ac- 
cidentsilly  left  behind ;  and  in  the  morniag  Ay^ia 
returned  to  the  camp  with  a  man.    The  temper  ^ 
Mahomet  was  inclined  to  jealoufy ;  but  a  divine 
revelation  aflared  him  of  her  iimocence ;  he  chaf- 
tifed  her  accufers,  and  publiflied  a  law  of  domeftic 
peace,  that  no  woman  fhould  be  condemned  unlefs 
four  male  witneffes  had  feen  her  in  the  ad:  of  adul- 
tery *^*.    In  his  adventures  with  Zeioeb,  the  wife  ^ 
of  Zeid,  and  with  Mary,  an  Egyptian  c2Q)tive,  the 
amorous  prophet  forged  the  iatereft  of  his  reputti* 
tion.    At  the  houfe  of  Zdd,  his  freedman  and 
adopted  fon,  he  behdd,  in  a  loofe  undre&^  the 
beauty  of  Zeineb,  and  burfl  forth  int9  an  ejacu- 
lation of  devotion  and  defire.     The  fervik^  or 
,  grateful,  ^eedmaa  underitood  the  hint,  a^d  yielded 
without  heiltation  to  the  love  of  his  bene£i/6lor. 

*^i  In  a  memorable  cAfe,  the  caliph  Onrar  deekfed'  that  all  prt- 
ibmptiveevtdenc^  Was  of  nonvftil;  am!  that  all  ike  fovr  "qriKMSes 
miift  have  a6tttaHfr  feeo  ftylfiin  in  pfaeici«  (Al»ulffid««  Aimalcft  Moik* 
txiicij  p.  7X<  v&L  Efiiikej-.    ^ 

'  But 
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But  2t  the  filial  relation  had  caatked  fottie  doubt  ^  V^  *"• 
and  fcandal,  the  angei  Gabriel  defcended  from 
heaven  to  ratify  the  deed,  to  annul  the  adoption, 
and  gently  to  reprove  the  apoftle  for  diftrufting 
the  indulj^nce  of  his  God.  One  of  hi%  wives, 
Hafna,  the  daughter  of  Omar,  furprifed  him  on 
her  own  bed,  in  the  embraces  of  his  Eg)^|>tian  cap- 
tive: fhe  promifed  fecrecy  and  forgivenefe:  he 
fwore  that  he  would  renounce  the  poffcflion  of 
Mary.  Both  parties  forgot  their  engagements  i 
and  Gabriel  again  defcended  with  a  chapter  of  the 
Kjoran,  to  abfolve  him  from  his  oath,  and  to  ex^ 
tiort  him  freely  to  enjoy  his  captives  and  concu* 
bines,  without  liftening  to  the  clamours  of  his 
wives.  ,  In  a  folitary  retreat  of  thirty  days,  he  la* 
boured,  alone  with  Mary,  to  fulfil  the  commands 
of  the  angeL  When  his  love  and  revenge  were 
fatiated,  he  fummoned  to  his  prefence  his  elevei^ 
wivei,  reproached  their  difobedience  and  indifcre* 
tioo,  and  threatened  theni  with  a  fentence  of  di- 
vorce^ both  in  this  world  and  in  the  next:  a  dread- 
ful  fentence,  fince  thofe  who  had  afoended.the  bed 
of  the  prophet  were  for  ever  excluded  ffofti  the 
hope  of  a  fecond  marriage,  l^erhaps  the  incon- 
tinence  of  Mahomet  may  be  palliated  by  the  tradi- 
tion of  the  natural  or  preternatural  gift  *'* :    he 

*6*  fibi  robur  ad  gcncrationerri,  quantum  triginta  viri  habcnt, 
inefle  ja^aret :  ita  ut  unica  bora  poflet  •undecim  faminisyc/ij/ii^^/r, 
ut  eX'^rabum  librU  i-efcrt  S^"»  Petrus  Pffchaluis,  c.  ».  (Mara'cclv 
ProdroBius  Alcoran,  p.  iv.  p.  $^.  Sec  like  wife  Obfervationi}  de 
Belong.  I  ifi*  c.  lo.  fol.  179.  rtd^o^.  A1  Jannabi  (-Gs^nier^  toin«iii« 
p.  4S7.)  rec^dtt  his  own  ^eftimony^  thaft  ^Ke  ftrrpafftd  idl  meu  ia 
conjugal  vigQur;  and  Abulfeda  mentions  the  exclamat'on  af  Ali, 
Vfho  wafhcd  ^6  body  >alt^r  -bis  <2eath^  *<  O  prcphctdf  oer^c  pctnis 
tttui,<:xElttin  vcrfus  erc^us  clt. '  (in  Vit.  Mohaiumed.  p.  140.)' 

Y  4         • '  united 
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c  HA  P.  united  ihe  manly  virtue  of  thirty  of  the  jchildren  of 
Adam ;  and  the  apoftJe  might  rival  the  thirteentl\ 
labour  "^^  of  the  Grecian  Hercules  ^\  A  more  fe- 
rious  and  decent  excufe  'may  be  drawn  from  his 
fidelity  to  C?idijah*  During  the  twenty-foi^r  years 
of  their  marriage,  her  youthful  hufband  abftained 
from  the  right  of  polygamy,  and  the  pride  or 
tendernefs  of  the  venerable  matron  was  never  in- 
fulted  by  the  fociety  of  a  rival.  After  her  death, 
he  placed  her  in  the  rank  of  the  four  perfeft  wo- 
men, with  the  fiftcr  of  Mofes,  the  mother  of  Jefus 
and  Fatima,  the  bed  beloved  of  his  daughters. 
*'  Was  flie  not  old  ?'*  faid  Ayefha,  with  the  info- 
lence  of  a  blooming  beauty ;  "  has  not  God  given 
*'  you  a  better  in  her  place?"  "  No,  by  God,'* 
faid  Mahomet,  with  an  efiufion  of  honefl  grati-? 
tude,  "  there  never  can  be  a  better !  flie  believed 
in  me,  when  men  defpifed  me :  ihe  relieved  my 
wants,  wh^  I  was  poor  and  perfecuted  by  th^ 
«  worW^*' 
fi«dchil-  In  the  largeft  indulgence  of  polygamy,  the 
■^^^'  founder  of  a  religion  and  empire  might  afpire  to 
multiply  the  chances  of  a  numerous  pofterity  and  z^ 
lineal  fucceflion.  The  hopes  of  Mahomet  were  Jfa- 
tally  difappqinted.     The  virgin  Ayefha^  and  his  tei^ 

i63  I  borrow  the  ftyl^  of  ^  ft^Uier  of  the  church,  wei^vuf  *Hp««A»i5 
Tf (0'xa»9fi«aToy  »dxor  (Greg.  Nazianzen,  Orat.  iti.  p.  loS.). 

"^4  The  common  an4  moft  glorious  legend  includes »  in  a  fingle 
night,  the  fifty  vidtbries  of  Hercules  over  the  virgin  daughters  o^ 
Theitius  (Diiodor,  Sicul.  torn.  i.  I.  iv»  p.  274.  Paufanias,  I.  ix.  p.  761. 
Statius  Sylv.  1.  i.  cleg.  iii.  v.  41.)  But  Athenseus  allows  feven  mghts 
•  (Deipnofbphift.  L  ^iii.  p.  556),  and  AppUodorus  fifty,  for  this  ar- 

duous atchieyement  of  Hercules,  who  was  then  no  more  than  eigh- 
teen years  of  age  (Bibliot.  1.  ii.  c.  4.  p.  zzi.  cum  notis  HeynCj  partu 

*  '6»  Abnifeda  ifl  Vit.  Mqham,  p.  iij^  1 3.  16, 1 7.  cum  notis  Gagnier. 

widotni 
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%sridow8  of  mature  age  and  approved  fertility,  were  C  H  A  p, 
barren  in  his^  potent  embraces. .  The  four  fons  of  jj^^-^^j 
Cadijah  died  in  their  infancy.  Mary,  his  Egyp- 
tian concubine,  w^s  endeared  to.  him  by  the  birth 
of  Ibrahim.  At  the  end  of  fifteen  months  the  pro- 
phet wept  6ver  his  grave;  but  he  fuftained  with 
firmnefs  the  raillery  of  ,his  enemies,  and  checked 
the  adulation  or  credulity,  of  the  Moflems,  by  the 
affiirance  that  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun  was  not  occa^ 
Jioned  by  the  death  of  tl?e  infant.  Cadijah  had 
likewife  given  him  four  daughters,  who  were  mar- 
ried to  the  moft  faithful  of  his  difciples:  the  three 
eldefl:  died  before  their  ^father ;  but  Fatima,  who. 
poffefTed  his  confidence  and  love,  became  the  wife 
of  her  coufm  Ali,  and  the  mother  of  an  illuflrious 
progeny.  The  merit  ^and  misfortunes  of  Ali  and 
his  defcendants  wilLleadme  to  antit^te,  in  this 
place,  the  feries  of  the.  Saracen  caliphs,', a  tid^ 
which  defcribes  the  .ccjn\manders  of  the  faithful  as 
the  vicars  and  fucceflbrs  of  the  apoftle  of  God  '^\ 

The  birtli,    the  alliance,   the   charaQ:er  of  Ali..  Charafter 
which  exalted  him  above  the  reft  of  his  country-  • 

men,  might  juftify  his  claim  to  the  vacant  throne 
of  Arabia.  The  fon  of  Abu  Taleb  was,  in  his  own: 
right,  the  chief  of  the  fanrily  of  Hafhen^,  and  the, 

166  This  outline  of  the  Arabian  hiftory  is  drawn  froiti  the  Ifiblio* 
thcqiic  Orienfale  of  d'Heibelot  (under  the  names  of  Aboubecre^ 
Omar,  Otbman,  Ally  &c.)  5  from  the  Annals  of  Abulfeda,  Abulpha- 
rftgias,  and  Elmacin  {under  the  proper  years  o^  tht  Hegira),  and 
efpecially  from  Ockley's  Hiftory  of  the  Saracens  (vol.  i.  p.  1— lo- 
115— 14a.  229. 149.  363 — 372.  378—391.  and  almoft  the  whole  of 
the  fecond  volume).    Yet  we  ihould  weigh  with  caution  the  tradi*  '  . 
t'ons  of  the  hoftile  fefis ;  a  ftream  which  becomes  ftiU  more  muddy. 
as  it  flows  farther  from  the  fource.    Sir  John  Chardin  has  too  faiths 
fully  copied  the  fables  and  errors  of  the  modern  Per^aiis  (Voyagcsi 
torn,  ii.  p.  »^5— »5^»  ^^O-  _  '  .  ' 

hereditary 
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^  *^  ^*  hereditany  priftce  or  guarc&ai  of  the  city  afi^ 
temple  of  Mecca.  The  1%ht  of  pre[^ecy  vras 
e]tdn(ft ;  but  the  huft>and  of  Fatiitui  m^  cKped 
iHnQ  kheritance  and  bleffing  of  her  &ther :  the  Arabs 
fatid  fometimes  been  patient  of  a  female  reign ; 
and  the  two  gratidfofis  of  the  prophet  had  often 
been  fondled  in  his  lap,  and  Ihewn  in  his  pulpit^ 
is  the  hope  of  his  age,  and  the  chief  of  the  yoath 
of  paradife.  The  firft  of  the  true  bcJievers  might 
stffHre  to  march  before  them  in  this  woxid  and  in 
die  next ;  end  if  fome  were  of  a  graver  and  more 
rigid  caft,  the  i^  and  virtue  of  Ali  were  never 
outftr^)ped  by  any  recent  profelyte.  He  united 
tie  qualifications  of  a  poet,  a  folcfier,  and  a  faint : 
bis  wiPiom  ftill  breads  in  a  colledion  of  mord 
a§bd  religious  fayings  ***^ ;  and  every  antagonift,  in 
^e  combats  d^  the  tongue  or  of  the  fword,  v/ais 
ficibdued  by  his  doquence  and  talcmr.  From  tho 
jftrft  hour  of  his  miflion  to  th^  lalt  rites  of  his  fu* 
neral,  the  apoftle  was  never  forfaken  by  a  generotis 
&i€nd,  whom  he  delighted  to  name  his  brother^ 
his  vicegerent,  and  the  faitihiul  Aaron  of  a  fecond 
Mofes.  The  fon  of  Abu  T^b  was  sdterwards 
i^eproached  for  neglc&ing  to  fe<iure  his  imereft  by 
a  foknm  -deckufiadcm  of  his  right,  which  wotildf 
have  filenced  all  cofnpetirion,  and  ieaied  his  fuc- 
eeffion  by  the  decrees  of  heaven.  But  tbe  ^. 
fufpe£ling  hero  confided  in  hiralelf ;  the  jealo«fy 
.of  empire,  and  perhaps  the  fear  of  cppofition,  might 

*^  Oekltfy  (Ttt  the  end  ctf*  feis  fecond  volume)  \tafi  given  an  Englifh 
il^erfion  df  t6^  fentences,  ^hich  he  afcribes,  with  fome  befita6on,  %| 
A4t,  the  ion  of  Abu  Taleb.  His  prefkee  is  coloured  hy  the  entht« 
ftftftfcsfatraiinatori  fft  theft  fentcnces  ddincatc  a  chara^eriftic, 
though  4ark»  pidurc  of  human  )ific» 

fufpend 
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fiifpend  the  refoludons  f£  Mahooiai :  and  the  bedl  ^  HA  I', 
of  fidoieii  yffzs  befieged  by  the  artful  Ayeiiha,  the  ;^»pv-<o« 
daughter  of  Abubeker,  and  the  enemy  of  All. 

The  filence  and  death  of  the  jsrophet  reftored  ^cign  of 
the  liberty  of  the  peq>le ;  aftd  hi$  compc^ons  cofi«  ker  $ 
v«ied  an  affcmbly  to  deliberate  on  the  chcMcc  of  j^^^  ^^•^ 
his  fuoreflbr.  The  hereditary  claim  and  lofty 
^irit  of  All,  wa'e  oiFenfive  to  an  ariftocraq^  of 
elders,  defirous  of  beftowing  and  refuming  the 
/  iceptre  by  a  free  and  frequent  eledion :  the  Ko^ 
reifli  could  never  be  reconciled  to  the  proud  pre- 
eminence of  the  Une  of  Hafliem ;  the  ancient  ^ 
cord  of  the  tribes  was  rekindled;  iht  fugitives 
of  Mecca  and  the  auxiliaries  of  Medina  afierted  their 
t«fpedive  ifterits,  and  the  rafh  propofel  of  chufing 
two  indqjendcnt  caliphs  would  have  cruflied  in 
tiieir  infancy  the  religion  and  empire  lof  the  Sara* 
Irens.  The  tumult  was  appeafed  by  the  diim^ 
terefted  refolution  of  Omar,  who,  fuddenly  retioun* 
dng  his  own  preteniions,  itretched  forth  hk  hand, 
and  declared  hhnfelf  the  firft  fubjeSt  of  the  mild  and 
♦encrable  Abubeker.  The  urgency  of  the  moment, 
and  the  acquiefcence  of  the  people,  might  excufe 
tins  illegal  and  precipitate  meatoe;  but  Omar 
hinifelf  conleifed  from  the  pulpit,  that  tf  any 
Mufulman  jQiould  hereafter  prefume  t?o  antidpate 
1^  forage  of  his  bt^thren,  both  the  dddor  and 
Ae  elected  would  be  wor&y  ^  death  '**.    Aftar 

»68  Ockley  (Hift.  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  i.  p.  5,  6.)  fmna  j^n  Aift- 
•blan  MS.  reprefenU  Ayefha  as  adverfe  to  the  Aihditution  iof  h'et 
father  iri  the  pbce  of  ^e  ^poftie.  Tbift  fa^^o  improbable  ift  ttttU^ 
18  unnoticed  by  Abulia,  At  Jaimahi.  and  At  JNichWH  tSic  bit  (^ 
whom  quotet  the  tradition  of  Ayeiha  herfelf  (Vit.  MohaminedU 
p.  1^6,    Vie  dc  Mahomet,  tom.iii.  p.  236.^. 

the 
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f:  HA  P,  ^^'  fimph^  inauguration':  of  Abiibeker,  he  wak 
i^.^v-^-'  obeyed  in  Miedina,  Mecca,  and  the  provinces  of 
Arabia;  the  Haflicmites  alone  declined  the  oath 
of  fidelity;  and  their  chief,  in  his  own  houfe, 
maintained,  above  fix  months,  a  fullen  and  inde- 
pendent referve  ^  without  liftening  to  the  threats  of 
Omar,  who  attempted  to  confume  with  fire  the 
habitation  of  the  daughter  of  the  apoftle.  The 
death  of  Fatima,  and  the  decline  of  his  party, 
fubdued  the  indignant  fpirit  ol  AH  ?  i\e  coixdefcend-^ 
ed  to  falute  the  commander  of  the  faithful,  ac- 
cepted his  excufe  of  the  neceffity  of  preventing 
their  common  enemies,  and  wifely  rejefted  his 
courteous  offer  of  abdicating  the  governinent  of 
the  Arabians.  After  a  reign, of  two  years,  the 
?tged  caliph  was  fupimoned  by  the  angel  of  death,- 
In  his  tefts^ment,  with  the  tacit  approbation  of  th^ 
companions,  he  bequeathed  the  fceptre  to.  the 
firm  and  intrepid  virtue  of  Omar.  "  I  have  no 
**  occafion,"  faid  the  modeft  candidate,  "  for  the 
♦'  place."  *'  But  the  place  has  occafion  for 
"  you,"  replied.  Abubeker;  who  expired  with  a 
wf  Omar ;  fervent  prayer,  that  the  God  of  Mahomet  woul4 
fuiy'at^^*  Ijitify  Im  choice,  and  direft  the  M^fulmans  in  th^ 
way  of  concord  and  obedience*  The  prayer  was 
not  iiieffcftual,  fince  Ali  himfelf,  in  ?t  life  of  pri- 
yapy  and  prayer,  profeffed  to  revere  the  fuperior 
worth  and  dignity  pf  his  rival ;  who  eomforted  him^ 
for  the  lofs  of  empire,  by  the  moft  flattering  marks 
of  confidence  and  efteem*  In  the  twelfth  year  of, 
his  rei^,  Omar  received  a  mortal  wound  .from  the 
hand  of  an  al&flin :  he  rejeded  with  equal  impar- 
tiality  the  names  of  his  fon  and  of  Ali,  refufed  to 
.       -  load 
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Ibad  his  confcience  with  the  firis  of  his  fucceflbr,  ^  ^^  P* 
and  devolved  on  fix  of  the  mod  refpettable  com-  v^^^-y^^v^^ 
panions,  the  arduous  tafk  of  elefting  a  commander 
of  the  faithful.     On  this  occafion,  AH  was  again 
blamed  by  his  friends*^*  for  fubmitting  his  right 
to  the  judgment  of  men,  for  recogriifing  their  ju- 
rifdi£tion  by  accepting  a  place  among  the  fix  elec- 
tors.    He  might  have  obtained  their  fuffrage,  had 
he  deigned  to  promife  a  ftrift  and  fervile  conform- 
ity, not  only  to  the  Koran  and  tradition,  but  like- 
wife  to  the  determinations  of  two  feniors  ''^     With   of  Oth- 
thefe  limitations,    Othman,    the  fecretary  of  Ma-  ad! ^^44, 
homet,  accepted  the  government;  nor  was  it  till  N4».6. 
after  the  third  caliph,  twenty-four  years  after  the 
death  of  the  prophet,  that  Ali  was  inverted,  by  the 
popular  choice,  with  the  regal  and  facerdotal  office. 
The  manners  of  the   Arabians  retained  their  pri- 
nfiitive  fimplicity,  and  the  fon  of  Abu  Taleb  de- 
fpifed  the  pomp  and  vanity  of  this  world.     At  the, 
hour  of  prayer,  he  repaired  to  the  mofch  of  Me- 
dina, clothed  in  a  thin  cotton  gown,  a  coarfe  turban 
on  his  head,  his  flippers  in  orfe  hand,  and  his  bow 
in  the  other,  inftead  of  a  walking  ftaff.    The  com- 
panions  of  the  prophet  and  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes 

1^9  Particularly  by  his  friend  and  couHn^Abdallah,  the  fon  of 
Abbas,  wlio  died  A.  D.  6S7,  with  the  title  of  grand  do<^or  of  the 
Moflems.  In  Abulfeda  he  recapitulated  the  important  occafions  in 
yrhich  Ali  had  negledieii  his  falutary  advice  (p.  76.  verf.  Reiike); 
and  concludes  (p>85.)>  O  princeps  fideUum,  abfque  contioverlia 
tu  quidem  vere  fortis  es,  at  inops  boni  confiiii^  et  rerum  gerenda- 
rum  parum  callens. 

^70  I  fufpe^t  that  the  two  feniors  (Abulpharagius^  p.  115.  Ockley^ 
torn.  i.  p.  371O  may  ilguify  not  t\^  attual  counfeil«r8>  but  his  two 
predecelTors,  Abubeker  aud  Omar. 

falutcd 


304^  TH£^  DECLINE  ANI>  PALL. 

caAP.  (alutcd  dieir  new  SoymdgOy  and  g»ve  him  th^ 
v^r«^  %lit  handa  as-a  fign  of  lealty  and  ^effsixux* 
Dtlbcrdof  The  mifchie&  that  flow  £ram  the  cpntefts  of 
2lld?ver^  ambition  arc  ufuaUy  confined  to  the  times  and 
fiani.  countries  in  which  diey  have  been  agitated.  But 
the  religbus  difcord  of  the  friends  and  enemies  of 
Ali  has  been  renewed  in  every  age  of  the  Hegira^ 
and  is  ftill  maintained  in  the  immortal  hs^ed  of 
the  Perfiana  and  Turks  ■^\  The  former,  who  are 
branded  with  the  a{>peIlation  of  Siikei  or  fe£h^ 
ries,  have  enriched  the  Mahometaaa  creed  wkh  a* 
new  article  of  faith;  and  if  Mahomet  be  the  iipoRle^ 
bis  companion  Ali  is  the  vicar,  of  God.  In  their 
private  canvertef  in  their  public  worihip,  tb^ 
bitterly  execrate  the  three  ufurpers  who  intercepted 
his  indefeafible  right  to  the  d%nity  of  Imam  and 
Caliph }  and  the  name  of  Omar  eacprefles  in  thek 
toiiKue  tlie  perfed  accompliihment  of  wickednefs 
and  impiety  '^\  The  Sormites,  who  are  fupported 
by  the  general  confent  smd  orthodox  tradition  of 
the  Mufubnans,  entertain  a  more  inipartial,  or  at 
lead  a  more  decent,  opinion.  They  refped  the 
memory  of  Abubeker,  Omar,  Othaian,  and  Ali, 

«7«  Thr  fchifm  of  the  PerftAns  is  pq»Taijied  by  all  our  travcllcra 
af  the  laft  cenuiry^  efpedally  in  the  iU  ^nd  ivt^  volumes  of  their 
iiisitr>  Cluwdiii*  Nkbtthr*  thougli  of  inferior  merit*'  has  tke  ad  • 
vantage  of  writing  (b  late  as  the  year  1764  (Voyages  en  Arabie,  &c. 
torn*  ii.  p.  M^t33.)»  fince  Uie  inefllK^ua!  attempt  of  Nadir  Shah 
to  cfaas^  tiMS  religian  of  the  nation  (iee  his  Periian  Hiftory  tran* 
Aatc^  into  French  by  8tr  William  Jones,  torn.  ii.  p.  5,  6.  47,  4%. 
144^155.). 

S7»  Omar  is  the  name  of  the  devil ;  his  murderer  is  a  famt.  When 
tlie  Perfiai»ihoot  with  the  bow,  they  freqwntly  cry,  <<  Blay  thif 
**  9nrow  go  to  1^  heart  of  Omar  i"  (Voyages  dc  Cbardia,  tORi*  ii 
p«  %}$$  HO.  ai9,  &c.}. 

<  th« 
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tbe  holy  and  legitimate  lucceiTors  of  the  prophet;  ^  ^^^  ^* 
'  But  they  affign  the  lait  and  moft  humble  place  ta 
the  huiband  of  Fadma,  in  the  perfuafum  that  the 
prder  of  fucceffioa  wa&  determined  by  the  degrees 
of  fan^ty  '^'.  An  hiftorian  \Kho  balances  the  four 
€aliph&  with  a  hand  unihaken  by  foperiUtjion,  wiH 
admly  pronounce,  that  their  manners  vwre  alike 
pure  and  exemplary ;  that  their  zeal  wa&  ferrent^ 
and  probably  fincere;  and  that,  in  the  midfl  of 
riches  and  power,  their  lives  were  devoted  to  the 
[mdice  of  moral  aad  religious  duties.  But  th/s 
public  virtues  of  Ahubeker  and  Omar,  the  pru-> 
dence  of  the  firft,  the  feverity  of  the  fecond,  main- 
tained die  peace  and  profperity  (^  thdr  reigns»  The 
feeble  temper  and  declining  age  of  Othman  -were 
iilcapable  of  fmftaimi^  the  weighs  of  conqueil  and. 
empire.  He  chofe,  and  he  wm  deceived ;  he  truit* 
^  and  he  was  betrayed :  the  moft  deferving  of 
the  faithful  became  ufelefs  or  hoftile  to  his  govern^ 
ment,  aad  his  lavi£b  bounty  was  produdive  only 
^  mgratitude  and  difcontem.  The  fpirit  of  difr 
cord  wetK  forth  in  the  provinces,  their  deputies, 
^embkd  at  Medina,  and  the  Charegites,  the  defpe^. 
i^te  fanatics  who  difclaimed  the  yoke,  of  fubo»ii«-' 
naiion  aiul  reaibn,^  were  confounded  among  the 
free-bom  Arabs,  who  demanded  the  redrels '  of 
their  wrongs  and  the  punifiunj^nt  of  their  oppref" 

• 

?7»  This  gradation  of  merit  is  diftindtly  marked  in  a  creed  illuf^ 
tfattd  by  KelaBd  (de  Kelig.  Mohamm.  1.  i.  p.  37.)$  and  a  Sonnite 
angtimcot  intrrted  by  CM(ley  (Hift.  of  tb:e  Saracens,  torn. it.  p.  t^o.)* 
The  p;-a^ce  qf  curfiog  the  memory  of  Ali  wa§  abolifticd,  after  fort^ 
years,  by  the  Ommfadcs  thcmfelvcs  (d*Hcrbelot,  p.  690.);  ani 
th«re  are  few  Among  tte  Turks  wtiQ.prcfuviQ  to  r«jlk.  Um  as  an 
infidel  (Voyages  d<  Cbardin>  torn.  iv.  p.  46O* 

fors. 
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^.^i^^'  ^o^s. .    From   Cufa,    from  Baffora,    from  Egypt^ 
<,rfP^v-^  from  the  tribes  of  the  defert,  they  rofe  in  arms, 
encamped  about  a '  league  from  Medina,  and  dif- 
patched  an  haughty  mandate  id  their  fovereign,  re-' 
quiring  him  to  execute  juftice,  of  to  defcend  from* 
the  throne.     His  repentance  began  tb  difarm  and' 
difperfe  the   infurgents;    but   their   fury  was   re-^ 
kindled  by  the  arts  of  his  enemies:  and  the  forgery* 
of  a  perfidious  fecretary  was  contrived  to  blaft  his- 
reputation  and  precipitate  his  fall.     The  caliph  had 
loft  the  only  guard  of  his  predeceffors,  the  efteem ; 
and  confidence  of  the'Moflems ;  during  a  fic^e  of 
fix  weeks  his  water  arid  prbvifions  were  intercepted^' 
and  the    feeble  gates   of  the  palace  were    pro-- 
tefted  only  by  the  fcruples  of  the  more  timorous 
rebels.      Forfaken  by  thofe  "who  had   abufed  his 
fimplicity,   the  helplefs   and  venerable  caliph  ex-* 
peeled  the  approach  of  death :    the  brother  of ^ 
Ayefha  marched  at  the  head  of  the  affaiGns ;  and 
Death  of    Othman,  with  the  Koran  in  his  lap,  was  pierced  with 
A.D.655,  a  multitude  of  wounds.    A  tumultuous  anarchy  of 
June  i8.     gyg   dg^yg    ^2s  .  appeafed  by  the  inauguration  of* 

Ali ;  his  refufal  Would  have  provoked  a  general 
maflacre.    In  this  painful  fituation  he  fupported  the 
becoming  pride  of  the  chief  of  the  Halbemites  j 
declared  that  he  had  rather  ferre  than  reign ;  re- 
buked the  prefumption  of  the  ftrangers ;  and  re--' 
quired  the  formal,  if  not  the  voluntaiy,  .afTent  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  nation-     He  has  never  been  ac--  * 
cufed  of  prompting  the  aflaflin  of  Omar  j  though 
Perfia  indifcreetly  celebrates   the  feftival   of  that . 
holy  martyr.     Tiie  quarrel  between  Othnaan  and 

I  his  • 
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his  fttbjeds  was  affuaged  by  the  early  mediation  of 
Ali ;  and  Haflan,  the  eldeft  of  his  fons,  was  infulted 
and  wounded  in  the  defence  of  the  caliph.  Tet  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  father  of  Haflan  was  (li'enu- 
ous  and  fmcere.  in  his  oppoiition  to  the  rebels ;  and 
it  is  certain  that  he  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  their  crime; 
The  temptation  was  indeed  of  fuch  magnitude  as 
might  ftagget  and  €orrupt  the  molt  obdurate  vir« 
tue.  The  ambitious  candidate  no  longer  afpired 
to  the  barten  fceptre  of  Arabia :  the  Saracens  had 
been  vidorious  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft ;  and  the 
Wealthy  kingdcnns  of  Periia,  Sytia^  and  Egypt, 
were  the  patrimony  of  the  commander  of  the 
faithfuL- 

A  life  of  prayer  and  contemplation  had  not  chill-  Rcjgn  oi^ 
ed  the  martial  adivity  of  Ali  j  but  in  a  mature  age,  655—66©** 
after  a  long  experience  of  mankind,  he  ftill  betrayed 
in  his  condufl:  the  ralhnefs  and  indifcretion  of  youths 
In  the  firfb  ^ays  of  his  reign,  he  negle&ed  to  fecure, 
either  by  gifts  or  fetters,  the  doubtful  allegiance 
©f  Telha  and  Zobeir,  two  of.  the  moft  powerful  of 
the  Arabian  chiefs.     They  efcaped  from  Medina 
to  Mecca,  and  from  thence  to  BafTora;  ereded 
the  ftandard  of  revolt ;    and  ufurpcd  the  govern- 
ment of  Irak,  or  Aflyria,  which  they  had  vainly 
folicited  as  the  reward  of  their  ferviccs*     The  malk 
of  patriotifm  is  allowed  to  ^oVer  the  moft  glaring 
inconfiftencies ;    and     the    enemies,   perhaps   the 
aflaflins,  of  Othman  now  demanded  vengeance  for 
his  bloodk  .   They  were  acconipanied  in  their  flight 
by  Ayelha,  the  widow  of  the  prophet,  who  cherifli-^ 
cd,  to  the  laft  hour  of  her  life,  an  implacable  hatred 
againft  the  huft)and  and  the  pofterity  of  Fatima* 
Vol.  IX.  Z  The 
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CHAP.  The  moft  reafonable  Moflems  were  fcandalifecf^ 
that  the  mother  of  the  faithful  ftiould  expofe  in  a 
camp  her  perfon  and  charader;  but  the  fuperfti- 
tious  crowd  was  confident  that  her  prefence  would 
fanftify  the  juftice,  and  affure  the  fuccefs^  of  their 
caufe.  At  the  head  of  twenty  thoufand  of  his  loyal 
Arabs,  and  nine  thoufand  valiant  auxiliaries  of 
Cufa,  the  caliph  encountered  and  defeated  the  fupe- 
rior  numbers  of  the  rebels  under  the  walls  of 
Baffora.  Their  leaders,  Telha  and  Zobeir,  were 
flain  in  the  firft  battle  that  ftained  with  civil  blood 
ijie  arms  of  the  Moflems.  After  palling  through 
the  ranks  to  animate  the  troops,  Ayeftia  had 
chofen  her  pofl  amidft  the  dangers  of  the  field.  In 
the  heat  of  the  aftion,  feventy  men,  who  held  the 
bridle  of  her  camel,  were  fuccefiively  killed  or 
wounded  ;  and  the  cage  or  litter  in  which  fhe  fat, 
was  ftuck  with  javelins  and  darts  like  the  quills  of  a 
porcupine.  The  venerable  captive  fuftained  with 
lirmnefs  the  reproaches  of  the  conqueror,  and  ti^s 
fpeedily  difmifTed  to  her  proper  ftation,  at  the 
tomb  of  Mahomet,  with  the  refpeft  and  tendernefs 
that  was  flill  due  to  the  widow  of  the  apoftle.  After 
this  vifkory,  which  was  ftyled  the  Day  of  the  Camel, 
Ali  marched  againft  a  more  formidable  adverfary ; 
againfl  Moawiyah,  the  fon  of  Abu  Sophian,  who 
had  aflTumed  the  title  of  caliph,  and  whofe  claim 
was  Supported  by  the  forces  of  Syria  and  the  inte- 
reft  of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah.  From  the  pafTage 
of  Thapfacus,  the  plain  of  SifEn  '^*  extends  along 
the  weftem  bank  of  the  Euphrates.     On  this  fpa- 

»74  The  plain  of  Siffin  is  determined  by  d'Anvillc  (lEnphrate  et 
le  Tigre,  p.  S9.)  to  be  the  Campus  Barbaricus  of  Procopius,  r 

cious 
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cious  and^Ievel  theatre,  the-two  competitors  waged  C  H  A  p. 
a  defultory  war  6f  one  hundred  and  ten  days.  In 
the  courfe  of  ninety  aftions  or  fkirmifhes,  the  lofs 
of  Ali  was  eftimated  at  twenty-five,  that  of  Moa- 
wiyah  at  forty^five,  thoufand  foldiers  ;  and  the  lift 
of  the  flain  was  dignified  with  the  names  of  five  and 
twenty  veterans  who  had  fought  at  Beder  under  the 
ftandard  of  Mahomet.  In  this  fanguinary  conteft, 
the  lawful  caliph  difplayed  a  fuperior  charafter  of 
valour  and  humanity.  His  troops  were  ftriftly  en* 
joined  to  await  the  firft  onfet  of  the  enemy,  to  fpare 
their  flying  brethren,  and  to  refpeft  the  bodies  of 
the  dead,  and  the  chaftity  of  the  female  captives. 
He  generoufly  propofed  to  fave  the  blood  of  the 
Mpflems  by  a  fingle  combat ;  but  his  trembling 
rival  declined  the  challenge  as  a  fentence  of  inevi- 
table death.  The  ranks  of  the  Syrians  v/ere  broken 
by  the  charge  of  a  hero  who  was  mounted  on  a 
pyebald  horfe,  and  wielded  with  irrefiftible  force 
his  ponderous  and  two-edged  fword.  As  often  as 
he  fmote  a  rebel,  he  fhouted  the  AUahAcbar,  "  God 
'*  is  vidorious  ;"  and  in  the  tumult  of  a  nofturnal 
battle,  he  was  heard  to  repeat  four  hundred  times 
that  tremendous  exclamation.  The  prince  of  Da- 
mafcus  already  meditated  his  flight,  but  the  certain 
vidory  was  fnatched  from  the  grafp  of  Ali  by  the 
difobedience  and  enthufiafm  of  his  troops.  Their 
confcience  was  awed  by  the  folemn  appeal  to  the 
books  of  the  Koran  which  Moawiyah  expofed  on 
the  foremoft  lances  ;  and  Ali  was  compelled  to  yield 
to  a  difgraceful  truce  and  an  infidious  compromife. 
He  retreated  with  forrow  and  indignation  to  Cufa  ; 
his  party  was  difcouraged ;   the  diflant  provinces 
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c  HA  P.  5f  Perfia,  of  Yemen,  and  of  Egypt,  were  fubdued 
or  feduced  by  his  crafty  rival ;  and  the  ftroke  of 
fanaticifin  which  was  aimed  againft  the  three  chiefs 
of  the  nation,  was  fatal  only  to  the  coufin  of  Ma- 
homet*    In  the  temple  of  Mecca,  three  Charegites 
or  enthufiafts  difcourfed  of  the  diforders   of  the 
church  and  (late :  they  foon  agreed,  that  the  deaths 
of  Ali,  of  Moawiyah,  and  of  hiil  friend  Amrou, 
the  viceroy  of  Egypt,  would  reftore  the  peace  and 
unity  of  religion.      Each   of  the   affaffins    chofe 
his  viftim,  poifoned  his  dagger,    devoted  his  life, 
and  fecretly  repaired  to  the  fcene  of  aftion.     Their 
refolution  was  equally  defperate  :  but  the  firft  mif- 
took  the  perfon  of  Amrou,  and  ftabbed  the  deputy 
who   occupied  his  feat ;    the  prince  of  Damafcus 
was  dangeroufly  hurt  by  the  fecond :   the  lawful 
caliph  in  the  mofch  of  Cufa,    received  a  mortal 
wound  from  the  hand  of  the  third.     He  expired  in 
the  fixty-third  year  of  his  age,  and  mercifully  fe- 
commended  to  his  children,  that  they  would  dif- 
patch  the  murderer  by  a  fmgle  ftroke.      The  fe- 
pulchre  of  Ali  *^^  was  concealed  from  the  tyrants, 
of  the  houfe  of  Ommiyah  '^* ;  but  in  the  fourth  age 
of  the  Hegira,   a  tomb,  a  temple,   a  city,  arofe 

"75  Abn^feda,  a  moderate  Sonnite,  relates  the  d'rfferent  opinions 
concerning  the  burial  of  Ali,  but  adopts  the  fepttlchre  of  Cufa, 
hodie  fama  numeroque  religiofe  frequentantium  celebratum.  This 
number  is  reckoned  by  Niebuhr  to  amount  annually  to  4000  of  the 
(dead,  and  5000  of  the  living  (torn.  ii.  p.  ao8,  209.). 

«76  All  the  tyrants  of  Perfia,  from  Adhad  el  Dowlat  (A.  D.  p-jy* 
d*Herbelot,  p.  58, 59.  95.)  to  Nadir  Shah  (A.  D.  I743>  Hift.  de  Na- 
dir Shah,  torn.  ii.  p.  155.)  have  enriched  the  tomb  of  Ali  with  the 
fpo'ls  of  the  people.  The  dome  is  copper,  with  a  bright  and  mafly 
gliding,  which  glitters  to  the  fun  at  the  diliiiuce  of  many  a  mile, 
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near  the  ruins  of  Cufa '".      Many  thoufands  of  chap. 
the  Schiites  repofe  in  holy  ground  at  the  feet  of  the  ^_  -  ^-,,^ 
vicar  of  God  ;  and  the  defert  is  vivified  by  the  nii^ 
meroiis  and  annual  vifits  of  the  Perfians,  who  efteem 
their  devotion  not  lefs  meritorious  than  the  pilgrim- 
age of  Mecca. 

The  perfecutors  of  Mahomet  ufurped  the  in-  Rci^n  of 
heritance  of  his  children ;  and  the  champions  of  ^^^^^^^^ 
idolatry  became  the  fupreme  heads  of  his  religion  or  661— 
^nd  empire.  The  oppofition  of  Abu  Sophian  had 
been  fierce  and  obftinate ;  his  converfion  was  tardy 
and  reludant ;  his  new  faith  was  ^  fortified  by  ne- 
cefiity  and  intereft  ;  he  ferved,  he  fought,  perhaps 
he  believed ;  and  the  fins  of  the  time  of  ignorance 
were  expiated  by  the  recent  merits  of  the  family 
of  Ommiyah.  Moawyah,  the  foil  of  Abu  So- 
phian, and  of  the  cruel  Henda,  was  dignified  in 
his  early  youth  with  the  office  or  title  of  fecretary 
of  the  prophet:  the  judgment  of  Omar  entrufted 
him  with  the  government  of  Syria  ;  and  he  ad- 
mii^iftered  that  important  province  above  forty 
years  either  in  a  fubordinate  or  fupreme  rank. 
Without  renouncing  the  fame  of  valour  and  li- 
berality, he  aflfefted  the  reputation  of  humanity 
and  moderation:  a  grateful  people  was  attached 
to  their  benefador;  and  the  viftorious  Moflems 
were  enriched  with  the  fpoils  of  Cyprus  and 
Rhodes.  The  facred  duty  of  purfuing  the  af- 
ikffins  of  Othman  was  the  engine  and  pretence  of 

»77  The  city  of  Meftied  Ali,  five  or  fix  miles  from  the  ruins  of 
Cufa,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  thefouth  of  Bagdad,  is  of  the 
fize  and  form  of  the  modern  Jei  ufalcm.  Mefhcd  Ho£ein;>  larger  smd 
suore  populbus,  is  at  the  cKitance  of  thirty  milc9. 
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c  H  A,P.  his   ambition.      The  bloody  fhirt  of  the  martyr 
was  expofed  in  the  mofch  of  Damafcus  :  the  emir 
deplored   the  fate  of  his  injured  kinfman;    and 
fixty  thoufand  Syrians  were  engaged  in  his  fervice 
by  an  oath  of  fidelity  and  revenge.     Amrou,  the 
conqueror  of  Egypt,  himfelf  an  army,  was  the 
firfl  who  faluted  the  new  monarch,  and  divulged 
the .  dangerous   fecret,    that  the  Arabian  caliphs 
might  be  created  elfewhere  than  in  the  city  of 
the  prophet  '^^     The  policy  of  Moawiyah  eluded 
the  valour  of  his  rival ;  and,  after  the  death  of  Ali, 
he  negotiated  the  abdication  of  his .  fon  Haffan, 
whofe  mind  was  either  above  or  below  tjie  go*^ 
vernment  of  the  world,  and  who  retired  without 
a  figh  from  the  palace  of  Cufa  to  an  humble  cell 
near  the  tomb  of  his  grandfather.     The  afpiring 
wiflies  of  the  caliph  were  finally  crowned  by  the 
important  change  of  an  eleftive  to  an  hereditary 
kingdom.     Some  murmurs  of  freedom  or  fana- 
ticifm  attefted  the  relufliance  of  the  Arabs,   and 
four  citizens  of  Medina  refufed  the  oath  of  fide- 
lity ;  but  the  defign3  pf  Moawiyah  wer^  condufted 
with  vigour  and  addrefs ;  and  his  fon  Yezid,  a 
•  feeble  and  diffolute  youth,  ^vas  proclaimed  as  the 
commander  of  the  faithful  and  the  fucceffor  of  th^ 
apoftle  of  God. 
Death  of        -^  familiar  ftory  is  related  of  the  benevolence  of 
norien,       one  of  the  fons  of  Ali.     In  ferving  at  table^  a  |lav^ 
Pet.  10.  '  had  ijiadvertently  drppt  ^  difh  of  fcalding  broth  on 
his  mafter :  the  heedlefs  wretch  fell  proftrate,  tq 

/  i7«  I  borrow,  on  this  occafion,  the  ftrong  fenfe  and  cxpreffion  of 

^  .'f^citus  (Hift.  i.  4.):  Evulgato  imperii  arcapo  poflc  imperatorcm 

alibi  quam  Romae  fieri. 
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deprecate  his'  puniflimcnt,  and  repeated  a  verfe  of  ^  HA  p. 
the  Koran  :  "  Paradife  is  for  thofe  who  command 
**  their  anger  :'* — "  I  am  not  angiy  :**- — ^  and 
**  for  thofe  who  pardon  offences :" — "  I  pardon 
*'  your  offence :" — *'  and  for  thofe  who  return 
**  good  for  evil:** — "  I  give  you  your  liberty, 
"  and  four  hundred  pieces  .of  filver.*'  With  an 
equal  meafure  of  piety,  Hofein,  the  younger  bro- 
ther of  Haffan,  inherited  a  remnant  of  his  father's 
fpirit,  and  ferved  with  honour  againft  the  Chrift- 
ians  in  the  fiege  of  Conftahtinople.  The  primo- 
geniture of  the  line  of  Haihem,  and  the  holy 
charaftfer  of  grandfon  of  the  apoftle,  had  centered 
in  his  perfon,  and  he  was  at  liberty  to  profecute 
his  claim  againft  Yezid  the  tyrant  of  Damafcus, 
whofe  vices  he  defpifed,  and  whofe  title  he  had 
never  deigned  to  acknowledge.  A  lift  was  fecretly 
tranfmitted  from  Cufa  to  Medina,  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  thoufand  Moflems,  who  pmfeffcd  their 
attachment  to  his  caufe,  and  who  were  eager  to 
draw  their  fwords  fo  foon  as  he  fhould  appear  on 
the  banks  of  the  Euphrates.  Againft  the  advice 
of  his  wiieft  friends,  he  refolved  to  truft  his  per- 
fon and  family  in  the  hands  of  a  perfidious  people. 
He  traverfed  the  defert  of  Arabia  with  a  timorou? 
retinue  of  women  and  children  j  but  as '  he  ap- 
proached  the  confine^  of  Irak,  he  was  alarmed  by 
the  folitary  or  hoftile  face  of  the  country,  and 
fufpeded  either  the  defeftion  or  ruin  of  his  party. 
His  fears  were  juft ;  ObeidoUah,  the  governor  of 
Cufa,  had  extinguiihed  the  firft  fparks^ef^an  in- 
furrcdion;  and  Hofein,  in  the  plain  df^^cla; 
was  encompaffed  by  a  body  of  five  thoufand  horfe, 
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^  ^L^  ^'  ^^^^  intercepted  his  communication  with  tKe  city 
and  the  river.  He  might  ftill  have  efcaped  to  ^ 
fortrefs  in  the  dcfert,  that  had  defied  the  power  of 
Cgefar  aftd  Chofroes,  and  confided  in  the  fidelity 
of  the  tribe  of  Tai,  which  would  have  armed  ten 
thoufand  warriors  in  his  defence.  In  a  confer- 
(Bnce  wkh  the  chief  of  the  enemy,  he  propofe'd 
the  option  of  three  honourable  conditions  j  that 
he  fhould  be  allowed  to  return  to  Medina,  or  be 
ftationed  in  a  frontief  garrifon  againft  the  Turks, 
or  fafely  conduced  to  the  prefence  of  Yezid. 
But  the  commands  of  the  caliph,  or  bis  lieutenant, 
were  ftern  and  abfolute ;  and  Hofein  was  informed 
that  he  muft  either  fubniit  as  a  captive  and  a  cri- 
minal to  the  commander  of  the  faithful,  or  expeft 
the  confequj^nces  of  his  rebellion*  *^  Do  yoi^ 
**  think,''  replied  he,  "  to  terrify  me  with  death?'* 
And,  during  the  fliort  refpite  of  a  night,  he  pre- 
pared with  'calm  and  folemn  refignation  to  en- 
counter his  fate.  He  checked  the  lamentationsf 
of  his  fifter  Fatima,  who  deplored  the  impending 
ruin  of  his  houfe,  "  Our  truft,"  faid  Hofein, 
§«  is  in  God  alone.  All  things,  both  in  heaven 
^*  and  earth,  muft  perifh  and  return  to  their 
*'  Creator.  My  brother,  my  father,  my  mother, 
«<  were  better  than  me ;  and  every  Mufulman  has 
«  an  example  ^n  the  prophet."  He  pr^ffed  his 
friends  to  confult  their  fafety  by  a  timely  flight: 
they  unanimoufly  refiifed  to  defert  or  furvive  their 
beloved  mafter ;  and  their  courage  was  fortified  by 
a  fervent  prayer  and  the  aflurance  of  paradUe. 
Qn  the  morning  of  the  fatal  day,  he  mounted  on 
horfeback,  with  his  fword  in  one  h^nd  and  the 

Koran 
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Eoran  in  the  odier;  his  ge^ero^s  ^and  pf  piay-  c  PAP, 

tyrs  confifled  only  of  thirty-two  horfe  an4  forty 

foot;  but  their  jBanks  aad  rear  were  fecured  by 

the  tent-i^opes,  and  by  a  deep  trench  which  th^y 

had  filled  with  lighted  faggots,  according  to  the 

praftice  of  the  Arabs.     The  enemy  advanced  with 

reluftance ;  and  one  of  their  chiefs  dcferted,  with 

thirty   followers,   to  claim   the  partnerlhip  of  in* 

jBvitable    death.     In  every   clofe  onljet,  or   fingle 

combat,    the  defpsur  of   the  Fatimites  was  invin-. 

cible;    but    the     furrounding    multitudes    galled 

them  from  a  diftance  with  a  cloud  of  arrows,  and 

the  horfes  and  men  were  fucceffively  flain :  a  truce 

was  allowed  on  ^oth  fides  for  the  hour  of  prayer  j 

and  the  battle  at  length  expired  by  the  death  of 

the  laft  of  the  companions  of  tjolein.     Alone, 

weary,  afid  wounded,  he  feated  hlmfelf  at    th» 

door  of  his  tent.     As  he  t^ed  a  drop  of  water,  he 

was  pierced  in  the  mouth  with  a  dart;  ^nd  his 

fpn  and  nephe\5r,  two  beautiful  youths,  were  killed 

in  his  arms.     He  lifted  his  hands  to  he?^ven,  they 

were  fuU  of  bjopd,  apd  he  uttered  a  funeral  prayer 

for  the  living  and  the  d^ad.     In  ^   tranfport  of 

defpair  his  filter  ifiued  from  the  tent,  and  adjured 

the  general  of  the  Cufians,    that  he  would  not 

iuffer  Hofein  to  be  murdered  before  his  eyes :  a 

tear  trickled  down  his.  venerable  beard ;  and  the 

boldeft  of  his  foldiers  fell  back  on  every  fide  as 

the  dying  hero  threw  himfelf  among  them.     The 

remorfelefs  Shamer,  a  name  detefted  by  the  faithful, 

reproached  their  cowardice ;  and  the  grandfon  of 

Mahomet  was  flain  with  thre^  and  thirty  ftrokes 

of  lances  and  fwords.    Aft^  th^y  had  trampled 

on 
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c  WAP,  on  his  body,  they,  carried  his  head  to  the  caftle  of 
Ui-v>^^j    Cufe,  and  the  inhuman  ObcidoUah  ftruck  him  on 
the  mouth  with  a  cane:  "Alas!**   exclaimed  an 
aged   Mufulman,  "  on  thcfe  lips  have  I  feen  the 
"  lips  of  the  apoftle  of  God!'*    In  a  diftant  age 
and  climate  the  tragic  fcene  of  the  death  of  Hofein 
will  awaken  the  fympathy  of  the  cold  eft  reader  '^^ 
On  the  annual  feftival  of  his  martyrdom,  in  the 
•     devout  pilgrimage  to   his  fepulchre,    his   Perfian 
votaries  abandon  their  fouls  to  the  religious  frenzy 
of  forrow  and  indignation  '**^, 
Poftcrity         When   the   fitters   and    children   of  Ali   were 
m  r^  d^'    brought  in  chains  to  the  throne  of  Damafcus,  the 
Ali.  caliph  was   advifed  to  extirpate  the  enmity  of  a 

popular  and  hoftile  race,  whom  he  had  injured  be- 
yond the  hope  of.  reconciliation.  But  Yezid  pre- 
ferred the  counfcls  of  mercy ;  and  the.  mourning 
family  was  honorably  difmiffed  to  mingle  their 
tears  with  their  kindred  at  Medina.  The  glory  of 
martyrdom  fuperfeded  the  right  of  primogeniture ; 
and  the  twelve  imams  *'%  or  pontiffs,  of  the  Per- 
fian creed  are  Ali,  Haffan,  Hofein,  and  the  lineal 
defcendants   of  Hofein   to  the  ninth  generation. 

179  I  have  abridged  the  interefting  narrative  of  Qckley  (toTn*  ii» 
p.  170— 1 31.).  It  is  long  and  minute  ;  but  the  pathetic*  airaoft  al- 
ways, con  lifts  in  the  detail  of  little  circumftances. 

I »  Nitl^uhr  the  Dane  (Voyages  en  Arabie,  &c,  torn.  ii.  p.  aoSf 
8fc.)  is  perhaps  the  only  European  traveller  who  has  dared  to  vifit 
Mefhed'AU  and  Mcfhed  Hofein.  The  two  fepulchres  arc  in  the 
hands  of  the  Turks,  who  tolerate  and  tax  the  devotion  of  the  Per-* 
lian  heretics.  The  feftival  of  the  death  of  Hofein  is  amply  defcribed 
by  Sir  John  Chardin,  a  traveller  whom  I  have  often  praifed. 

'^"  rhe  general  article  of  Imam^  in  d'Herbelot's  Bibliotheque, 
will  indicate  the  fuccelTion  j  and  the  lives  of  the  twelve  are  given 
ur*der  their  refpedtivc  names.  * 

7    '  Without 
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Without  arms,  or .  treafures,  or  fubjefts,  theyfuc-  chap- 
ceffively  enjoyed  the  veneration  of  the  people,  and 
provoked  the  jealoufy   of  the  reigning    caliphs: 
their 'tombs  at  Mecca  or  Medina,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Euphrates,   or  in  the  province  of  Chorafan, 
are  ftill  vifited  by  the  devotion  of  their  feft.     Their 
names  were  often  the  pretence  of  fedition  and  civil 
war ;  but  thcfe  royal  faints  defpifed  the  pomp  of 
the  world,  fubmitted  to  the  will  of  God  and  the 
injuftice  of  man,  and  devoted  their  innocent  lives 
to  the  ftudy  and  praSice  of  religion.     The  twelfth 
and  laft  of  the  Imams,  confpicuous  by  the  title  of 
Mahadi^  or  the  Guide,  furpaffed  the  folitude  and' 
fanftity^  of  his  predcceffors.     He  concealed  him- 
felf  in  a  cavern  near  Bagdad:  the  time  and  place 
of  his  death  are  unknown ;  and  his  votaries  pre- 
tend that  he  ftill  lives,  and  will  appear  before  the 
day  of  judgment  to   overthrow  the   tyranny  of 
Dejal,  or  the  Antichrift  '^*.     In  the  lapfe  of  two 
or  three   centuries   the  pofterity  of  Abbas,    the 
uncle  of  Mahomet,  had  multiplied  to  the  number 
of  thirty-three  thoufand  **^ :  the  race  of  Ali  might 
be  equally  prolific;    the  meaneft  individual  was 
above,  the  firft  and  greateft  of  princes ;  and  the 
moft  eminent  were  fuppofed  tp    excel  the  per- 
feftion  of  angels.      But  their  adverfe  fortune,  and 
the  wide  extent  of   the  Mufulman  empire,    aU 

»8*  The  name  of  Antichrift  may  feem  ridicnlous,  but  the  Maho- 
metansliave  liberally  borrowed  the  fables  of  every  religion  (Sale's 
Preliminary  Difcowrfe,  p.  80.  8?,),  In  the  royal  ftaWe  of  Ifpahan, 
two  horfes  were  always  kept  facjdled,  one  for  the  Mahadi  himfelf, 
the  other  for  his  lieutenant,  Jefus  the  fon  of  Mary. 

isj  In  the  ycaf  of  the  Hegira  200  (A.  D.  815).    See  d'Herbclot, 

lowe4 
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CHAP,  lowed  an  ample  feope  for  every  bold  and  artful 
impoftor,  who  claimed  affinity  with  the  holy  feed : 
the  fceptre  of  the  Almohades  in  Spain  and  Afric, 
of  the  Fatimites  in  Egypt  and  Syria '*%  of  the 
Sultans  of  Yemen,  and  of  the  Sethis  of  Perfia  "% 
has  been  confecrated  by  this  vague  and  ambiguous 
title.  Under  their  reigns  it  might  be  dangerous  to 
difpute  the  legitimacy  of  their  birth ;  and  one  of 
the  Fatimite  caliphs  filenced  an  indifcreet  quef- 
tion,  by  drawing  hia  fcymetar :  "  This/^  faid 
Moez,  "  is  my  pedigree ;  and  thefe,"  cafting  an 
handful  of  gold  to  his  foldiers,  '^  and  thefe  are  my 
*^  kindred  and  my  children/'  In  the  various  condi* 
tions  of  princes,  or  doftors,  or  nobles,  or  merchants, 
or  beggars,  a  fwarm  of  the  genuine  or  fiditious  de- 
fcendants  of  Mahomet  and  AH  is  honoured  with 
the  appellation  of  (heiks,  or  fherifs,  or  emirs.  In 
the  Ottoman  empire,  they  are  diftinguifhed  by  a 
green  turban,  receive  a  ftipend  from  the  treafury, 
are  judged  only  by  their  chief,  and,  however  de- 

184  D'Hcrbelot,  p.  342.  Thccncmieh  of  the. Fatimites  difgraee^ 
them  by  a  Jewifh  origin.  Yet  they  accurately  deduced  their  genea- 
logy from  Jaafar,  the  fixth  Imam  ;  and  the  impartial  Abulfeda  al- 
lows (Annat,  Moflem.  p.  »30.)  that  they  were  owned  by  many, 
qui  abfque  controverfia  genuini  funt.Alidarum,  homine  propagi- 
niim  fuse  gentis  exade  callentes.  He  quotes  fome  lines  from  the 
celebrated  Sberif  or  Rabdit  Kgone  humilitatem  induam  in  terris 
hoftium  ?  (I  fufpedt  him  to  be  an  Edriflite  of  Sicily)  cum  in  ^gyp- 
to  (it  Chalifa  de  gente  Alii,  quocum  ego  communeni  habeo  patrem 
ct  vindicem. 

»*5  The  kings  of  Perfia  of  the  laft  dynafty  are  defcendcd  from 
Sheik  Sefi,  a  faint  of  the  xivth  century,  and  through  him  from  Moufla 
Caflcm,  the  fon  of  hofein,  the  fon  of  Ali  (Qlearius,  p.  957.  Chardin^  . 
torn.  iii.  p.  a88.).  But  I  cannot  trace  th^  intermediate  degrees  in 
any  genuine  or  fabulous  pedigree.  If  they  vvere  truly  Fatimites, 
they  might  draw  their  ortgin  from  the  princes  of  ^lazanderan^  who 
reigned  in  the  ix'^  century  (d'Hcrbclot,  p.  96.); 

bafed 
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b^fed  by  fortune  or  charafter,  ftill  aflert  the  proud  chap. 
pre-eminence  of  their  birth.  A  family  of  three 
hundred  perfons,  the  pure  and  orthodox  branch 
of  the  caliph  Haffan,  is  preferred  without  taint  or 
fufpicion  in  the  holy  cities  of  Mecca  and  Medina, 
and  ftill  retains,  after  the  revolutions  of  twelve 
centuries,  the  cuftody  of  the  temple  and  the  fove- 
reignty  of  their  native  land.  The  fame  and  merit  of 
Mahomet  would  ennoble  a  plebeian  race,  and  the 
ancient  blood  of  the  Koreifh  tranfcends  the  recent 
Hiajefty  of  the  kings  of  the  earth  ***. 

The  talents  of  Mahomet  are  entitled  to  our  ap-  Succefs  of 
plaufe,  but  his  fuccefs  has  perhaps  too  ftrongly  at- 
tracted our  admiration.  Are  we  furprifed  that  a 
multitude  of  profelytes  fhould  embrace  the  doc- 
trine and  the  paflions  of  an  eloquent  fanatic  ?  In 
the  herefies  of  the  church,  the  fame  feduftion  hai 
been  tried  and  repeated  from  the  time  of  the 
apoftles  to  that  of  the  reformers.  Does  it  feem  in- 
credible that  a  private  citizen  fhould  grafp  the 
fword  and  the  fceptre,  fubdue  his  native  country, 
and  erecl  a  monarchy  by  his  viftorious  arms  ?  In 
the  nioving  pifture  of  the  dynafties  of  the  Eaft, 
an  hundred  fo^-tunate  ufurpers  have  arifen  from  a 
bafer  origin,  furmounted  more  formidable  ob- 
ftacles,  and  filled  a  larger  fcope  of  empire  and  con- 
queft.  Mahoipet  was  alike  inftrufted  to  preach 
and  to  fight,  and  the  union  of  thefe  oppofite  qua-    - 

'^6  The  prefent  ftate  of  the  family  of  Mahoaiet  and  AH  is  moft 
accurately  defcribed  by  Demetrius  Cantemir  (Hift.  of  tlie  Othiii^i> 
Empire,  p.  94.)  and  Nicbuhr  (Defcription  de  I'Aivibie,  p.  9-!-!  6. 
317,  &e.)«  It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  the  Danijh  trjivelier- 
UM3  unable  to  purciiafe  the  chronicks  of  Arabij^. 

litics. 
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CHAP.   I^ks,  VfKic  it  enhanced  his  merit,  contributed  to 
^  -^-,__f    his  fuccefs :  the  operation  of  force. and  perfuafion, 
of  enthufiafm  and  fear,  continually  afted  on  each 
other,  till  eyery  barrier  yielded  to  thsir  irrefiftible 
power.     His  voice  invited  the  Arabs  to  freedom 
and  vidory,  to  arms  and  rapine,  to  the  indulgence, 
of  their  darling  paffions   in   this   world   and   the 
other  J  the.  reftraints  which  .he  impofed  were  re- 
quifite  to  eftablifh  the  credit  of  the  prophet,  and 
to  exercife  thfe  obedience  of  the  people ;  arid  tlie 
only   obje&ion  to  his  fuccefs,    was   his  rational 
Ferma-       creed  of  the  unity  and  perfeftions   of  God.     It  is 
hfs^rdi^^     not  the  propagation  but  the  permanency  of  his 
gjoa.  religion  that  deferves  our  wonder :  the  fame  pure 

and  perfeft  impreflion  which  he  engraved  at 
Mecca  and  Medina,  is  preferved,  after  the  revo- 
lutions of  twelve  centuries,  by  the  Indian,  the 
African,  and  the  Turkifh  profelytes  of  the  Koran. 
If  the  Chriftian  apoftles,  St.  Peter  or  St.  Paul, 
could  return  to  the  Vatican,  they  might  poflibly 
inquire  the  name  of  the  Deity  who  is  worfliipped 
.  .  with  fuch  myfterious  rites  in  that  magnificent 
.  temple :  at  Oxford  or  Geneva,  they  would  ex- 
perience  lefs  furprife;  but  it  might  ftill  be  in- 
cumbent on  them  to  pcrufe  the  catechifm  of  the 
church,  and  to  ftudy  the  orthodox  commentators 
on  their  own  writings  and  the  words  of  their 
Mailer.  But  the  Turkifh  dome  of  St.  Sophia, 
withan.increafe  of  fplendour  and  fize,  reprefents 
the  humble  tabernacle  erefted  at  Medina  by  the 
hands  of  Mahomet.  The  Mahometans  have  uni- 
formly withftood  the  temptation  of  reducing  the 
objeft  of  then:  faith  and  devotion  to  a  level  with 

the 
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the  fenfes  and  imagination  of  man.  "  I  believe  chap, 
**  in  one  God,  and  Mahomet  the  apoftle  of  God," 
is  the  fimple  and  invariable  profeffion  of  lilam. 
The  intclledual  image  of  the  Deity  has  never 
been  degraded  by  any  'vifible  idol :  the  honours 
of  the  prc^it:^  have  never  tratilgreffed  the  mea- 
fure.  of  human  virtue;  and  his  living  precepts 
have  reftrained  the  gratitude  of  his  difciples 
within  the  bounds  of  reafon  and  religion.  The 
votaries  of  Ali  have  indeed  confecrated  the  me- 
mory of  their  hero,  his  wife,  and  his  children,  and 
fbme  of  the  Perfian  do£tors  pretend  that  the  di- 
vine effence  was  incarnate  in  tfie  perfon  of  the 
Imams ;  but  their  fuperftition  is  univerfally  con- 
demned by  the  Sonnites ;  and  their  impiety  has 
afforded  a  feafonable  warning  againft  the  worfhip 
of  faints  and  martyrs.  The  metaphylical  queftions 
on  the  attributes  of  God,  and  the  liberty  of  man, 
have  been  agitated  in  the  fchools  of  the  Mahomet- 
ans, as  well  as  in  thofe  of  the  Chriflians ;  but 
among  the  former  they  have  never  engaged  the 
paffions  of  the  people  or  difturbed]  the  tranquillity 
of  the  -ftate.  The  caufe  of  this  important  difr. 
ference  may  be  found  in  the  feparation  or  union 
of  the  regal  and  facerdotal  charaders.  It  was 
the  intereft  of  the  caliphs,  the  fucceffors  of  the 
prophet  and  commanders  of  the  faithful,  to  reprefs 
and  difcourage  all  religious  innovations :  the  order, 
the  dilcipline,  the  temporal  and  fpiritual  ambition 
of  the  clergy,  are  unknown  to  the  Moflems ;  and 
the  fages  of  the  law  are  the  guides  of  their  con-: 
fcience  and  the  oracles  of  their  faith.  From  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Ganges,  the  Koran-is  acknow- 
ledged 
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CHAP,  ledged  ai  the  fundamental  code,  not  only  of  tlieoi 
logy  but  of  civil  and  criminal  jurifprudence ;  and 
the  Jaws  which  regulate  the  aftions  and  the  pro- 
perty of  mankind,  are  guarded. by  the  infallibld 
and  immutable  fandlion  of  the  will  of  God.  This 
religious  fervitude  is  attended .  with  fome  pra£lical' 
difadvantage ;  the  illiterate  legiflator  had  been 
often  mifled  by  his  own  prejudices  and  thofe  of 
his  country;  and  the  inftitutions  of  the  Arabian 
defert  may  be  ill-adapted  to  the  wealth  and  numr^ 
bers  of  Ifpahan  and  Conftantinople.  On  thefe 
occafions,  the  Cadhi  refpeclfully  places  on  his 
head  the  holy  volume,  and  fubftitutes  a  dex- 
trous interpretation  more  appofite  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  equity,  and  the  manners  and  policy  of 
the  times.  -  '         , 

Hi8  merit  '  -^^^  beneficial  or  pernicious  influence  on  the 
towards  public  happinels  is  the  laft  conjSderation  in  the 
try.  charader  of  Mahomet.     The  moft  bitter  or  mofl 

bigotted'of  his  Chriftian  6r  Jewifh  foes,  will  furely 
allow  that  he  aiTumed  a  falfe  coinmiffion  to  in- 
culcate a  falutary  doftrine,  lefs  perfeft  only  than 
their  own.  He  pioufly  fuppofed,  as  the  bafis  of 
his  religioh,  the  truth  and  fanftity  oi  ibeir  prior 
revelations,  the  virtues  and  miracles  of  their 
founders.  The  idols  of  Arabia  were  broken  be* 
fore  the  throne  of  God  j  the  blood  of  human  vic^ 
tims  was  expiated  by  prayer,  and  fafting,  and 
alms^  the  laudable  or  innocent  arty  of  devotion  \ 
and  his  rewards  and  punifhments  of  a  future  life 
lirere  painted  by  the  images  moft  congenial  to  an 
ignorant  and  carnal  generation.  Mahomet  was 
perhaj^s  incapable  of  dilating  a  moral  and  po- 
litical 
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litical  fyfteni  for  the  ufe  of  his  countrymen :  but  ^  ^^  P* 
he  breathed  among  the  faithful  a  fpirit  of  charity 
and  friendfhip,  recommended  the  praftice  of  the 
focial  virtues,  and  checked,  by  his  laws  and  pre- 
cepts, the  thirft  fef  revenge  and  the  oppreffion  of 
widows  and  orphdift.  The  hoftile  tribes  were 
united  in  faith  and  obedience,  and  the  valour 
which  had  been  idly  fpent  in  domeftic  quarrels, 
was  vigoroufly  direiSed  againft  a  foreign  enemy^ 
Had  the  impulfe  been  lefs  powerful,  Arabia,  free 
isit  hbme>  and  formidable  abroad,  might  have  flou- 
rilhed  under  a  fucceffion  of  her  native  monarch*. 
Her  fovereignty  was  loft  by  the  extent  and  ra- 
pidity of  conqueft.  The  colonies  of  the  nation 
were  fcattered  over  the  Eaft  and  Weft,  and  their 
blood  was  mingled  vdth  the  blood  of  their  con- 
verts and  captives.  After  the  reign  of  three  ca- 
liphs, the  throne  .was  tranfported  from  Medina  to 
the  vaUey  of  Damafcus  and  the  banks  of  the 
Tigris;  the  holy  cities  were  violated  by  impious 
war ;  Arabia  was  ruled  by  the  rod  of  a  fubjed, 
perhaps  of  a  ftranger ;  and  the  Bedoweens  of  the 
defcrt,  awakening  from  their  dream  of  dominion^ 
r<gfumed  their  old  and  folitary  independence  '*\ 

^  T^he  writers  of  the  Modern  Univcrfal  Hiftory  (vol.  i.  and  ii,) 
have  compiled,  in  B$o  folio  pages,  the  life  of  Mahomet  and  the  an- 
nals of  the  cah'phs.  They  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  reading,  and 
fometimes  corrcdling  the  Arabic  text  j  yet,  notwithftanding  their 
high-founding  boafls,  I  cannot  find,  after  the  conclufion  oS  my 
vrork,  that  they  have  afforded  me  much  (if  any)  additional  informa- 
tion. The  dull  mafs  is  not  quickened  by  a  fpark  of  phUofophy  or 
tafte :  and  the  compilers  indulge  the  criticifm  of  acrimonious 
bigotry  againft  Boulainvilliers,  Sale,  Gagni«r,  and  all  who  have 
treated  Mahomet  with  favour,  or  ^ven  juftice. 

Vol,  IX,  A  a 
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The  Conquejt  of  Perjta,  Syria^  EgypU  Africa^  and 
I    Spain,  by   the  Arabs  or  Saracens. — Empire  of  the 
Caliphs  J  or  Succejfors  of  Mahomet. — State  of  the 
Chrijiiansj  isfc.  under  their  Government. 

T^  H  fi  revolurion  of  Arabia  had  not    changed 
the  charafter  of   the  Arabs:   the  death  of 
Union  of    Mahomct  was  the  fignal  of  independence  j    and 
A.^D.lsi'  the  hafty  ftrufture  of  his  power  and  religion  tot- 
tered to  its   foundations.      A  fmall  and  faithful 
band  of  his  primitive  difciples  had  liftened  to  his 
eloquence,  and  fhared  his  diftrefs ;   had  fled  with 
the  apoftle  from  the  perfecution  of  Mecca,  or  had 
received  the  fugitive  in  the  walls  of  Medina.     The 
increafing  myriads,  who  acknowledged  Mahomet 
as  their  king  and  prophet,  had  been  compelled  by 
his  arms,  or  allured  by  his  profperity.    The  po- 
lytheifts  were  confounded  by  the  fimple  idea  of 
a  folitary  and  invifible   God:   the  pride  of  the 
Chriitians   and    Jews    difdained  the  yoke    of  i^ 
mortal  and  contemporary  legiflator.     Their  hlbtts 
of^aith  and  obedience  were  not  fufficiently  con- 
jirmed  j  and  many  of  the  new  converts  regretted 
the  venerable  antiquity  of  the  law  of  Mofes,  Br 
the  rites  and  myfteries  of  the  Catholic  church,  <« 
the  idols,  the  facrifices,    the  joyous  feftivals,  of 

their 
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their.  Pagan  anceftors.  The  jarring  iiiterefts  and  ^  HA  P* 
hereditary  feuds  of  the  Arabian  tribes  had  not 
yet  coalefced  in  a  fyfliem  of  union  aijd  fubordina-* 
tion ;  and  the  Barbarians  were  impatient  of  the 
jnildeft  and  mod  ^falutary  laws  that  curbed  their 
paffions,  or  violated  their  cuftoms.  They  fub- 
mitted  with  reluftance  to  the  religious  precepts  of 
the  Koran,  the  abftinence  from  wine,  the  faft  of 
the  Ramadan,  and  the  daily  repetition  of  five 
prayers ;  and  the  alms  and  tithes,  which'  were 
coUeSed  for  the  treafury  of  Medina,  could  be 
diftinguiQied  only  by  a  name  from  the  payment  of 
a  fterpetual  and  ignominious  tribute.  The  ex^ 
ample  of  Mahomet  had  excited  a  fpirit  of  fana- 
ticifm  or  impofture,  and  feveral  of  his  rivals  ptt^ 
fumed  to  imitate  the  conduft  and  defy '  the  au- 
thority of  the  living  prophet.  At  the  head  of 
the  fugitives  and  auxiliaries^  the  fi^ft  caliph  was 
reduced  to  the  cities  of  Mecca,  Medina,  and 
Tayef  J  and  perhaps  the  Koreifh  would  have  re- 
ftored  the  idols  of  the  Caaba,  if  their  levity  had 
not  been  checked  by  a  feafonable  reproof.  "  Ye 
men  of  Mecca,  will  ye  be  the  laft  to  embrace 
and  the  firft  to  abandon  the  religion  of  Iflam  ?** 
After  exhorting  the  Modems  to  confide  in  the  aid 
of  God  and  his  apoftlc,  Abubeker  refolved,  by  a 
vigorous  attack,  to  prevent  the  junftion  of  the 
rebels.  The  women  and  children  were  fefely 
lodged  in  the  cavities  of  the  mountains :  the 
warriors,  ms^ching  under  eleven  banners, .  difiufed 
the  terror  of  their  arms ;  and  the  appearance  of  a 
military  force  revived  and  confirmed  the  loyalty  of 
the  faithful.    The  inconflant  tribes  accepted,  with 

A  a  2  humble 
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c  H\l?.  humble  repentance,  the  duties  of  prayer,  arid 
fkfting,  and  -alms  ^  and,  after  fome  exafnples  ef 
fuccefs   and  feverity,  the  moft  daring  ^poftates  fell 

proftrate  before  the  fword  of  the  Lord  ahd  of 
Caled.  In  the  fertile  province  of  Yemanah  *, 
between  the  Red  Sea  and  the  Gulph  of  Perfia,  in 
a  city  not  inferior  to  Medina  itfelf,  a  powerful 
chief,  his  name  was  Mofeilama,  had  affumed  the 
charader  of  a  prophet,  and  the  tribe  of  Hanifa 
liftened  to  his  voice.  A  female  prophetefs  was 
attracted  by  his  reputation :  the  decencies  of 
words  and  aftions  were  fpurned  by  thefe  favourites 
of  heavea^;  and  they  employed  feveral  days  ia 
myftic  and  amorous  converfe.  An  obfcure  len- 
ience of  his  Koran,  or  book,  is  yet  extant^;  and^ 

»  Sec  the  defcription  of  the  city  and  country  of  Al  Yamanah,  in 
Abulfcda,  Delfcript.  Arabia:,  p. 60,  61.  In  the  xfii^h  century,  there 
were  fome  ruin?,  and  a  few  palms;  but  in  theprcfent  century,- thfc 
fame  ground  is  occtipied  by  the  vifions  ai>d  arms  of  a  modern  pro- 
phet, whofe  tenets  ate  impcrfcdiy known (Miebuhr,  Def  nation  de 
VArabie,  p.  296-^302.)- 

a  Their  firft  falutation  may  be  traafciribed,  but  cannot  be  tranf- 
lated.    It  was  thus  that  Mofeilama  faid  or  fung  : 

Surge  tandem  itaquc  ftrenue  permolenda;  nam  ftratustibi  thorirs 
eft. 

Aut  in  propatula  tcntorio  fi  veils,  aut  in  abditiorc  cubicula  Ji 

malis; 
Aut  fupinam  te  hwnr  cxperre^im  fuftigabo,  fi  veMs,  aut  fi  malhi 

Bianibus  pedibufque  nixam.  ^ 

Aut  fi  velus  ejus  {Priapi)  gemino  triente,  aut  fi  malis  totu* 

veiiiam. 

Imo,  totus  venito,  O  Apoftolc  Deicfemabat  fcemina.    Id  ipfum 

dicebat. 

...  .  \ 

Mofeilama  mihi  quoque  fuggeffit  Deus. 
The  prophetefs  Segjah,  after  the  iPall  of  her  lover,  returned  toidola* 
try;  but,  uudtfr  the  reign  of  Moawiyab;  ibie  became  a  Mufulman, 
and  died  at  Baflara  (Abulfeda,  Annal  verf.  Reifki?,  p.  63.J. 

3  See  this  text,  which  demonftrates.  a  God  from  the  work  t.f 
generation,  in  Abulpharagius  (Specimen  Hift, -Arajijuih,  p.  i^^  and 
Dyaaft.  P;  103  )  and  Abulfeda  (Annal. jx.  ^3 . ). 
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in  the  pride  of  his  miffion,  Mofeilama  iconde-  ^  ^^  F: 
fcended  to  offer  a  partition  of  the  earth.  The  '^-^-v-w* 
propofal  was  anfwered  by  Mahomet  with  con- 
tempt;  but  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  impoftor 
awakened  the  fears  of  his  fucceffor :  forty  thou- 
fand  Moflems  were  affemWed  under  the  ftandard 
of  Caled ;  and  the  exiftence  of  their  faith  wa» 
refigned  to  the  event  of  a  decifive  battle.  In  the 
firft  aftion,  they  were  repulfed  with  the.  lofs  of 
twelve  hnndred  men ;  but  the  (kill  and  perfe- 
verance  of  their  general  prevailed :  their  defeat  ^ 

was  avenged  by  the  flaughter  of  ten  thoufand  in- 
fidels ;  and  Mofeilama  himfelf  was  pierced  by  sm 
Ethiopian  flave  with  the  fame  javelin  which  had 
mortally  wounded  the  uncle  of  Mahomet.  The 
various  rebels  of  Arabia,  without  a  chief  or  a 
-caufe,  were  fpeedily  fuppreffed  by  the  power  and 
difcipiine  of  the  rifing  monarchy ;  and  the  whole 
nation  again  profeffed,  and  more  ftedfaftly  held, 
the  religion  of  the  Koran.  The  ambition  of  the 
caliphs  provided  an  immediate  exercife  for  the 
reftlefs  fpirit  of  the  Saracens :  their  valpur  was 
united  in  the  profecution  of  an  holy  war ;  and  their 
«nthufiafm  was  equally  confirmed  by  oppofition  and 
vidory. 

•    From  the  rapid  conquefts  of    the  Saracens  a   Chara<ft<r 
prefumption  will  naturally  arife,  that  the  firft  ca-   caliphs. 
liphs  commanded  in  perfon  the  armies  of  the  faithful, 
and  fought  the  crown  of  martyrdom  in  the  foremoft 
ranks  of  the  battle.    The  courage  of  Abubeker  % 

* 

4  I^is  reign  in  Eutychius,  torn. il.  p.  «5 1.    Blmacin,  p.  iS.-  Abul* 
pharagius,  p.  ip8.    Abulfcda,  p.  60.    D'Hcrbclofr,  p. 58. 
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'^^A.v.  Omax*,    and  Othman*,    had  indeed  been  tried 
in    the    perfecution  and  wars   of    the   prophet; 
and   the'  perfonal    aflurance    of    paradife    muil 
have  taught    them  to  defpife  the  pleafures  and 
dangers  of    the    prefent  world.       But  they  af« 
cended  the  throne  in  a  venerable  or  mature  age» 
imd  efteemed  the  domeftic  cares  of  religion  and 
juftice  the  moft  important  duties  of  a  fovereign, 
Jlxcept  the  prefence  of  Omar  at  the  fiege  of  Jc- 
rvrfalem,    th^   longeft   e^^peditions    were    the  fre- 
quent pilgrimage  from  Medina  to  Mecca ;    and 
they  calmly  received  the  tidings  of  vidory  as  they 
prayed  or  preached  before  the  fepulchre  of  th$ 
prophet.     The  auftere  and  frugal  meafure  of  their 
lives  was  the  eflfeft  of  virtue  or  habit,    and  thfj 
pride  of  thw  fimplicity  infulted  the  vain  magnift* 
cence  of   the  kings  of   thi(  earth.     When  Abu- 
feeker  sifiumed  the  office  of  caliph,  he  enjoined  his 
daughter  Ayefta  to  take  a  Arid  account  of  hi$ 
|Hriv;|te  patrimony,  that  it  might  be  evident  whe^^ 
thfsr  he  were  ejiiiched  or  impoverifhed  by  the  fer-^ 
vice  of  the  4at^»     He  thought  hjmfelf  entitled  to 
^  ftipend  of  three  {»eces  of  gold,  with  th^  fu£&- 
frient  inaititenaiipe  of  a  fmgle  camel  apd  a  black 
ilave }  but  on  the  Friday  of  each  week,  h^  ditt 
tributed  the.  refidue  of  his  own  and  the  publig 
jnoncy,  6x&  to  the  moft  wortjay,  wd  then  ^  the 
moft  IndigQiit,  of  the  IVIo^ems,     The  reaaias  of 
^  wealth,,  a  ^arf^  g^mept^  and  ^^  fhc^  9£ 

5  His  reign  in  Egtychius,  p.  464.    Elmacin,  p.  44.  Abulphara" 
(['ms,  p.  no.    Abulfeda,  p,  66.    D'Herbelot,  p.  686. 

6  Hi9  rejgniifl£ivtychiu»»  p.  323.    Ehnacin,  p.  36*    Abulphant- 
|;i\}s,  p.^15.    Abutf^da,  p.  75.    {J'iierbelot,  p.69i. 

gold, 
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gold,  were    delivered  to  his  fucceffor,   who  la-  c  ha  p.  '- 
mented  with  a  modeft  figh  his  owa  inability  to 
equal  fuch  an  admirable  model     Yet  the  abfti- 
nence  and  humility  of  Oma»iwere  not  inferior  to 
the  virtues   of  Abubeker ;   his  food  confided  of 
barley-bread  or  dates ;   his  drink  was  •  water>  he 
preached  in  a  gown  that  was  torn  or  tattered  in 
twelve  places ;  and  a  Perfian  fatrap  who  paid  his 
homage  to  the  conqueror^  found  him  afleep  among 
the  beggars  on  the  fteps  of  the  mofch  of  Medina. 
Oeconomy  is  the  fource  of  liberality,  and  the  in- 
^c^Sc  of  the  revenue  enabled  Omar  to  eftablifii  a 
juft  and  perpetual  reward  for  the  paft  and  prefent 
fervices  of  the  faithfuL     Carelefs  of  his  own  emo- 
lument, he  afligned  to  Abbas,  the  uncle  of  the 
prophet,   the  firft   and  mod  ample  allowance  of 
twenty-five  thoufand   drams  or  pieces   of  filver. 
Five  thoufand  were  allotted  to  ~each  of  the  aged 
^earriors,  the  relics  of  the  field  of  Beder,  anxi  the 
laft  and  meaneft  of  the  companions  of  Mahomet 
was  diftinguiflxed  by  the  annual  reward  of  three 
thoufand  pieces.     One  thoufand  was  the  ftipend 
of  the  veteraiis  who  had  fought  in  the  firft  battles 
againft  the  Greeks  and  Perfians,  and  the  decreafing 
pay,  as  low  as  fifty  pieces  of  filver,  was  adapted 
to  the  refpeftive  merit  and  femprity  of  the  foldiers 
of  Omar*     Under  his  reign,  and  that  of  his  pre- 
decefibr,    the  conquerors  of  the   Eaft  w^e  the 
tnifty  fcrvaiits  of  God  and  the  people /.  the  maft 
of  the  puWic  treaftire  was  confecrated  to  the  ex- 
pences  of  peace  and  war ;  a  prudent  mixture  of 
juftice  and  bounty,  maintaiijed  the  difcipline  of 

A  a  4  the 
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^  \t  ^'  *^  Saracens,  and  they  united,  by  a  rare  felicity, 
the  difpatch.  aiid  execution  of  defpotifm,  with  the 
equal  and  frugal  maxims  of  a  republican  govern- 
ment.     The    heroifc   courage  of   Ali^,  the  con- 
fummate    prudence    of   Moawiyah",  excited  the 
emulation  of  their  fubjefts ;  and  the  talents  which 
had  been  exercifed  in  the  fchool  of  civil  difcord, 
were  more  ufefnlly  applied  to  propagate  the  faith 
and  dominion  of  the  prophet.     In  the'floth  and 
vanity  of  the  palace  of  Damafcus,  the  fucceeding 
princes  of  thfe  houfe  of  Ommiyah  were  alike  des- 
titute  of   the  qualifications   of  ftatefmen  and  of 
faints  ^.     Yet  the  fpoils  of  unknown  nations  were 
continually  laid  at  the  foot  of  their  throne,  and 
the  uniform  afcent  of  the  Arabian  greatnefs  muft 
be  afcribed  to  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  rather  thaii 
the  abilities  of  their  chiefe,     A   large  diedufkioii 
inuft  be  allowed  for  the  weaknefs  of  their  enemies. 
The  birth  of  Mahomet  was  fortunately  placed  in 
the  mofl:  degenerate  and  diforderly  period  of  the 
Perfians,  the  Romans,  and  the  Barbarians  of  Eu- 
rope :    the  empires "  of  Trajan,   or  even  of  Con- 
ftantiiie  or  Charlemagne,  .would  have  repelled  the 
aflault  of  the  naked  Saracens,  and  the  torrent  of 
Janaticifm  m.ight  have  been  obfcurely  loft  in  the 
iands  of  Arabia, 

7  His  reign  in  Eutychius,  p.  343.    Elntacin,  p.  51,    Abtifpham- 
giusyp.  117.    Abulfeda,  p.  83,    D'Herbelot,  p.89. 
i   ?  His  reign  in  Eutychius,  p.  34.4-    Elmacin,  p.  54.    Abulpbara* 
gius,  p.  JS43.    Abulfcda,  p.  loi.    D'Hei'belot,  p.  586. 

9  Their  reigns  in  Eutychius,  torn.  ii.  p.  360—395.  Blmaci^, 
p.59— loS.  Abulphavagius,  Dynaft.  ix.  p.  ia4— 1^9-  Abulfeda, 
p.  111—141  D'Herbelat,  Bibliothequ« Orientric, > d^i.antf  the 
particular  article  of  .the  Omnaiadefc.      .  •«  -  * 
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In 'the  viftorlous  days  of  the  Roman  republic* 
it  had  been  the  aim  of  the  fenate  to  confine  their 
confuls  and  legions   to  a  fmgle   war,  and   com-  '^^^c^^con 
pletely  to  fupprefs  a  firll  enemy  before  they  prop 
voked  the  hoftilities  of  a  fecond-      TheJTe   timid 
maxims  of  poUcy  were  difdained  by  the  magna- 
nimity or  enthufiafm  of  the  Arabian  caliphs.  With 
\he  fame  vigour  ^nd  fuccefs  they  invaded  the  fuc- 
ceiTors  of  Aueuftus,  and  thofe  of  Artaxerxes  :  and 
.  the  rival  monarchies  at  tlhe  fame  inftant  became  the 
prey  of  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  fo  long  ac- 
cuftomed  to  defpife.     In  the  ten  years  of  the  ad- 
piiriiflration  of  Qmar,  the  Saracens  reduced  to  his 
obedience  thirty-fix  thoufand  cities  or  caftles,  de- 
•ftroyed  four  thoufand  churches  or  temples  of  thq 
unbelievers,  and  edited  fourteent  hundred  mofchs 
for  the  exercife  of  the  religion  of  Mahomet.     One 
hundred  years'  after  his   flight  *  from  Mecca,   the 
arms  and  the  ri^ign  of  bis  jfuQc^ffors  extended  from 
India  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  over  the  various  and 
diftant  provinces,  which  may  be  cbmprifed '  unde:r 
the   names  of,  I.  Perfia;  11.  Syria;   III.  Egypt; 
IV.  Africa;  and,  V.  Spain.     Under  this  general 
divifion,  I  Ihall  proceed  to  unfold  thefe  memorable 
tranfaftions ;  difpatching  with  brevity  the  remote 
and  lefs  interefting  conquefts  of  the  Eafl:,  and  re- 
ferving  a  fuller  narrative  for  thofe  domeflic  coun^ 
tries,  which  had  been  included  within  the  pale 
of  the  Roman  Empire.     Yet  I  muft  excufe  my 
own  defeats  by  a  juft  complaint  qJF  the  blindnefs 
and  infufiiciency  of  my  guides.     The  G^-eeks,  fo 

loqu^. 
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CHAP,  loquacious  in  xontroverfy,  have  not  been  anzkms 
to  celebrate  the  triumphs  of  their  enenms '°.  ^After 
a  century  of  ignorance,  the  firft  annals  of  the  Mu- 
fulmans  were  coUe&ed  in  a  great  meafure  from  die 
voice  of  tradition  *'.  Amoi^  the  numerous  pro- 
duftions  of  Arabic  and  Perfian  literature",  our  in- 
terpreters have  felefted  the  imperfed  fketches  of  a 

»  For  the  vu*'»  and  viii*^  century,  we  have  fcarccly  any  original 
evidence  of  the  Byzantine  hiftorians,  except  the  Chronicles  of  Theo- 
pbanes  (Theophanis  Confeffons  Chronographia,  Gh  et  Lat  cum 
sotis  Jacobi  Goar.  Paris,  1655,  in  folio) ;  and  the  Abridgment  of 
Nicepborus  (Nicephori  Patriarchjc  C  P.  Breviarutn  Hiftorieiimf 
Gr.  et  Lat.  Paris,  164S,  in  folio),  who  both  lived  in  the  beginning  df 
the  i3t^^»  century  (fee  Hanckius  dc  Scriptor.  B>zant.  p.  »oo — 946.)* 
Thcircontemporary  Photius  docs  not  feem  to  be  more  opulent. 
After  ^Hiftffg  the  ftyle  of  Nicephorus,  be  adde^Kai  bXu^  voV^  fr«  rov 

9r^o  otiTfti  aTF0K^vi[T(>iM9^TYih  Tyi^jlr.o^KXf  Tn  cvfy^eL^Kp  AU^  only  com* 
plains  of  bis  extreme  brevity  (Phot.  Bibliot.  cod.  btvi.  p»  loo.)*  Some 
additions  may  be  gleaned  from  the  more  recent  hiftories  of  Ccdre- 
lius  and  Zonarasof  the  xii^b  century, 

'I  Tabari,or  Al  Tabari,  a  native  of  Taboreflan,  a  famous  Imam 
erf  Bagdad,  and  the  Livy  of  the  Arabians,  finifbe^  his  general  hiftory 
in  the  year  of  the  Hegira*3oa  (A#  D.  9i40*  At  the  requcft  of  his 
friends,  be  reduced  a  work  of  jo,ooo  (heets  to  a  more  reafoqable  fize. 
But  his  Arabic  original  is  known  only  by  the  Perfian  and  Tuiidfii 
verfions.  The  Saracenic  hiftory  of  £bn  Amid ,  or  Elmaci  n,  i s  'faid  to 
be  an  abridgment  of  the  great  Tabari  (Ockley'i  Hift.  of  the  Saracens, 
vol-  it.  preface,  p.  xxxix.  and>  lift  of  anthers,  d'Herbelot,  p.  S66. 870. 
1014.)* 

«*  Befides  the  lifts  of  authors  framed  by  Prideaux  (Life  of  Maho- 
met, p.  179— 189.)*  Ocfclcy  (at  the  end  of  his  fecond  volume),  and 
Petit  de  la  Croix  (Hift.  de  Gengifcan,  p.  515—550.),  tve  find  id  ^le 
Bibliotheque  Orientale  Tarikby  a  catalogue  of  two  or  three  hunclAid 
Jiiftories  or  chronicles  of  the  Eaft,  of  whiqh  not  more  than  three  or 
four  are  older  than  Tabari.  A  lively  iketch  of  Oriental  literature  is 
given  by  Relive  (in  his  Prodldagm^ta  ad  Hagji  Chalifse  librum  me- 
morialem  ad  calcem  Abulfedas  Tabulae  Syriae^  Lipfiae,  1766);  but 
bis  project  and  the  Fiench  verfion  of  Petit  de  la  Croix  (Hift.  de 
Titnvr  Bec>  torn.  i.  preface^  p.  xlv.)  have  fallen  to  ihe  groimd. 

more 
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more  recent  age  *'.  The  art  and  genius  of.  hifiory  ^  ^^  ^* 
have  ever  been  unknown  to  the  Afiatics*'*j  they  are 
i^orant  of  the  laws  of  criticifm ;  and  our  monkiih 
chronicles  of  the  fame  period  may  be  compared  to 
their  moft  popular  works,  which  are  never  vivified 
by  the  fpirit  of  philofophy  and  freedom.  The 
Oriental  lihrary  of  a  Frenchman  **  would  iiiftru£b 
the  moft  learned  mufti  of  the  Eaft ;  and  perhs^ 
the  Arabs  might  not  find  in  a  iingle  hiftorian,  fo 
dear  and  comprehenfive  a  narmtive  of  then-  own 

«5  The  particular  biftorians  and  geographers  wiU  be  occafionaUy 
introduced.  The  four  following  titles  reprcfcnt  the  annals,  which 
have  guided  me  in  this  genera)  narrative,  i .  Annaks  EutfebU^  Patrjar» 
tbdC  Alexandrim^  ai  Ed<ivardo  PoeeckiojQ^on,  1656,  %  if^U-  \n  4'^*  A 
pompous  edition  of  an  indifferent  author,  tranllated  b^  Pocock  to 
gratify  the  prefbyterian  prejudice  of  his  friend  Scldcn.  a.  Hiftoria  Sa'» 
racenica  Gevrgii  Elmaeini^  opera  etfiudiQ  Tbomif  Erpmh  in  4^0,  Lugi, 
Bata^vomm,  1615.  He  is  faid  to  have  haflUy  translated  acprrupjt 
MS.  ^nd  his  verfion  is  often  deficient  in  ftyle  and  fenfe.  3,  Hiftoria 
imnpendiofa  Dynaftiarum  a  GregBrio  Ahtiifbaragioy  intfrfrete  BdwtirJo 
^ocoekhf  in  4^  Oaeoit.  1663.  More  ufeful  for  the  literary  tbdn  th^ 
civil  hiftory  ot  the  Eafk  4.  Abulfed^  Annates  Mfijlemici  ad  Mn.  Begvrm 
ccccvi,  a  Jo,  Jae,  Reijie,  in  4^0,  Lipjiay  1754.  ^^^  ^jeft  of  our 
ChvonicleB,  both  for  the  original  vjerfion,  yet  how  far  below  th« 
pame  of  Abulfeda.  We  know  that  he  wrote  at  ^amah,  in  the^civ^ 
century.  The  .three  fonner  were  Chriftians  of  the  x«*,  yC\\^^^  abd 
lim^^  oentunes ;  the  two  &rft»  natives  of  £gypt ;  a  Meldiite,  pa- 
triarch, ^nd  a  Jacobite  fcribe.     ^ 

u  M«  du  Guignes  (Hift*  des  Huns,  torn.  i.  pvef.  p.  xjx.  xx.)  has 
phara<5terifed,  with  truth  and  knowledge,  the  two  forts  of  Arabian 
hiftonans,  the  dry  annalift,  aod  the  tufldd  and  ilowery  orator. 

«  Bibliotheque  Orientale,  par  M,d'Herbelot,in  folio,  Paris,  1693. 
For  the  chara^er  of  the  refpedtable  author,  confult  his  friend  The^ 
yenot (Voyages  du  Levant,  part  i.  chap,  i.}*  His  work  is  an  agree? 
ablemifcellany,  which  muft  gratify  every  tafte  ^  but  Inever  can  digeft 
the  alphabetical  order,  and  I  find  him  more  fatisfadtory  in  the  Per-p 
fian  than  the  Arabic  hiftdfy.  The  recent  fupplement  from  the  pa- 
pers of  M.  M.  Vifdelou  and  Galland  (in  folio.  La  H^ye,  1779.)  is  of 
j^fPffreot  caft>  a  medley  of  tales,  proverbs^  and  Chinefe  antiquities. 

exploit 
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C  UA?,  exploits,    as  that  which  will  be   deduced  in  the 

v^g^-^sA^^  cnfuing  Iheets. 

Kr''^       I.  In  the  firft  year  of  the  firft  caliph,  his  Keute- 

A.D.632.  nant  Caled,  the  fword  of  God,  and  the  fcourge  of 
the  infidels,  advanced  to  the  banks  of  the  Eu- 
phrates, and  reduced  the  cities  of  Anbar  and  Hira. 
Wdlward  of  the  ruins  of  Babylon,  a  tribe  of  fe- 
datitary  Arabs  had  fixed  themfelves  on  the  verge  of 
the  defert ;  and  Hira  wa?  the  feat  of  a  race  o£ 
kings  who  had  embraced  the  Ghriflian  religion,  atid 
reigned  above  fix  hundred  years  under  the  fliadow  of 
the  throne  of  Perfia'^  The  lafl  of  the  Mondars  was 
defeated  and  ilain  by  Caled ;  his  Ion  was  fent  a  cap* 
tivc  to  Medina ;  his-  nobles  bowed  before  the  fuc- 
^ceffor  of  the  prophet :  the  people  was  tempted  by 
the  example  and  fucceis  of  their  countrymen :  and- 
the  caliph  accepted  as  the  firft  fruits  of  foreign  con- 
queit,  an  annual  tribujte  of  feventy  thoufand  pieces 
of  gold.  The  conquerors,  and  even  their  hifto- 
.rians,  were  aftonifhed  by  the  dawn  of  their  future 
greatnefs :  "In  the  fame  year/ \  fays  Elmacin, 
*^  Caled  fought  many  fignal  "battles ;  an  immenfe 
^'  multitude  of  the  infidels  w^s  ila^ughtcred ;  and 
**  fpoils,  infinite  and  innumerable,  were  acquired. 
***  by  the  vidorious  Moflem^  '^'*     But  the  iavin- 

cible 

»<s  Pocock  will  explain  the  chronology  (Specimen  Hift.  Arabura, 
p.  66—74.)  and  d  Anville  the  geography  (rEuphrate  ct  Ic  Tigre, 
p.  iac.)»  of  the  dynafty  of  tlie  Almondar*.  Tl^  Englifli  fcholar 
iinderltood  more  Arabic  than  the  Mufti  of  Aleppo  (Ockky,  voLii. 
p.  34.) }  the  French  geographer  is  equally»at  home  in  every  age  and 
every  climate  of  the  world. 

»7  Fecit  et  Chaled  plurima  in  hoc  anno  praelia,  in  qulbus  viccrunt 
Muflimi,  ct  in/Mlum  iramensa  multitudiiie  occisa  fpolia  infinita  et 

innumcra 
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ciblc  Cakd  was  foon  transferred  to  the  Syrian  ^  ^^  ^• 
war :  the  invafion  of  the  Periian  frontier  was  con-  v.«i>-v^^ 
du&ed  by  leis  a£tive  or  lefs  prudent  commanders : 
the  Saracens  were  repulfed  with  lofs  in  the  paiTage 
of  the  Euphrates  j  and,  though  they  chaftifed  the 
infblent  purfuit  of  the  Magians,  their  remaining 
forces  dill  hovered  in  the  defert  of  Babylon. 
.  The  indignation  and  fears  of  the  Perfians  fuf-  Battle  of 
pended  for  a  moment  their  inteftine  divifibns.    By  a.  d.  636. 
«the  unanimous  fentence  of  the  priefts  and  nobles^ 
their  queen  Arzema  wits  depofed ;  the  fixth  of  the 
tranfient  ufurpers^  who  had  arifen  and  vanifhed  in 
three  or  four  years,  fmce  the  death  of  Ghofroes  and 
the  retreat  of  Heraclius.     Her  tiara  was  placed  on 
the  head  of  Yezdegerd^  the  grandfon  of  Ghofroes  ; 
.  and  the  fame  sera^  which  coincides  with  an  aftro* 
*  nomical  period  *',  has  recorded  the  fall  of  the  Sat 
fanian  dynafty  and  the  religion  of  Zoroafter  '^    The 

inmmiera  funt  nafti  (Hift.  Saraccnica,  p.  ao.).  The  Chriftian  annalift 
Hides  into  the  national  and  compendious  teroi  of  mfideisy  and  I  ofteA 
adopt  (I  hope  without  fcandal)  this  charadteriftic  modeof  expreflion. 

^  A  cycle  of  lao  years,  the  end  of  which  an  intercalary  montii  of 
30  days  fupplied  the  ufe  of  our  Bifiextile,  and  rcftored  the  integrity 
of  the  folar  year.  In  a  great  revolution  of  1449  years  this  intercafa* 
tion  was  fucccflively  removed  from  the  firft  to  the  twelfth  month  ; 
but  Hyde  aiidFreret  are  involved  in  a  profound  controverfy,^hethef 
the  twelve,  or  only  eight  of  thefe  changes  were  accomplifhed  before 
the  era  of  Yezdegerd^  which  is  unanimoufly  fixed  to  the  16th  of 
June  A  D.  632.  How  latorioufly  does  the  curious  fpirit  of  Europe 
explore  the  darkeft  and  moft  diftant  antiquities  (Hyde,  de  Rcli- 
gione  Perfarum,  c.  14—18.  p.  181— an.  Freret  in  the  Mem.  dc 
TAcademie  des  Infcriptions,  tom^i  xvi.p.  93 3*— 267) ! 

*9  Nine  days  after  the  death  of  Mahomet  {f^  June  A.  D.  631), 
we  find  the  sera  of  Yezdegerd  (16^  June  A.  D.  63a),  and  his  accef 
fion  cannot  be  porfponed  beyond  the  end  of  the  firlt  year.  His  ptc* 
decefibrs  could  not  therefore  refift  the  arms  of  the  calfph  Omar,  and 
thefe  unqueftionable  dates  overthrow  the  thoughdefe  chronology  of 
Abulpharagius. .  See  Ockky*s  Hift*  of  the  Saraccnv,  vol*  f.  p.  130. 
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CHAP,  ydvith  send  inexperience  of  the  prince,  he  was  only 
fifteen  years  of  age,  declined  a  perilous  encounter^ 
the  royal  ftandard  was  delivered  int©  the  hands  of 
his  general  Ruftam ;  and  a  remnant  of  thirty  thou- 
fand  regular  troops  was  fwcUed  in  truth,  at  in  opi- 
nion, to  one  hundred  and  twrenty  thoufand  fubjeds, 
or  allies^  )df  the  great  king.  The  Moflems,  whofe 
numbers  were  reinforced  from  twelve  to  thirty  thou- 
fitod,  had  pitched  their  camp  in  the  plains  of  Ga- 
<Ma  **^ :  aiid  their  line,  though  it  confiftfed  of  fe werf 
m^Hj  could  produce  more  foldiers  thati  the  unwieldy 
boil  of  the  infidels.  I  ^all  here  dl^rve  what  I 
fliuft  often  repeat,  that  the  charge  of  the  Arabs 
was  not  like  that  of  the  Greeki^  and  Rom^^s,  the 
effort  of  a  firm  and  compad  infantry:  their  toMt 
tary  farce  was'  chiefly  formed  of  cavalry  and  archers ; 
and  the  engagement,  which  was  often  intelrupted 
Itnd  often  renewed  by  fingle  combats  and  Eying 
fldrpiiihes,  might  be  protrafted  without  any  de* 
cifive  event  to  the  continuamce  of  feveral  days^. 
The  periods  of  the  battle  of  Cadefia  were  diftin- 
guifhed  by  their  peculiar  appellations.  The  firfl, 
from  the  well-timed  appearance  of  fix  thoufand  of 
the  Syrian  brethren,  was  denominated  the  day  of 
fuccour.  The  day  of  conctt/Jim  might  e:^prefs  the 
diforder  of  one,  or  perhaps-  of  both,  of  the  con- 
tending arhiifes.  The  third,  a  nodurnal  tumult, 
received  the  whimfical  name  of  the  night  of  barkings 
from   the  difcordam  clamours,  which  were  com- 

«•  Cadefia,  fays  the  Siibian  geographer  Cp»  xti.),  is  in  margin^ 
lolitudine,  6i  leagues  from  Bagdad,  and  two  ftations  from  Cufa^ 
.Otter  (Voyage,  torn.  i.  p.  163.)  reckons  15  leagues,  and  obfcrvcs, 
that  the  place  is  fupplied  with  dates  and  .water.  ■ 

pared 
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pared  to  the  inarticulate  founds  of  the  fierceft  ani- 
mals.  The  morning  of  the  fucceeding  day  deter- 
mined the  fate  of  Periia ;  and  a  feafonable  whirl- 
wind drove  a  cloud- of  dufl:  againft  the  faces  of  the 
unbelievers.  The  clangor  of  arms  was  re  echoed 
to  the  tent  of  Ruftam,  who,  far  unlike  the  ancient 
hero  of  his  name,  was  gently  reclining  in  a  cool 
and  tranquil  fliade,  amidft  the  baggage  of  his 
camp,  and  the  train  of  mules  that  were  laden  with 
gold  and  lilver.  On  the  found  of  danger  he  ftarted 
from  his  couch ;  but  his  flight  was  overtaken  by  a 
raliant  Arab,  who  caught  him  by  the  foot,  ftruck 
off  his  head,  hoiffed  it  on  a  lance,  and  inftantly 
returning  to  the  field  of  battle^  carried  flaughter 
and  difmay  among  the  thickeft  ra»iks  of  the  Per- 
fians.  The  Saracens  confefs  a'  lofs  of  feven  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  men ;  and  the  battle  of  Cadefia 
is  juftly  defcribed  by  the  epithets  of  obftinate  and 
atrocious  *'•  The  ftandard  of  the  monarchy  was 
overthrown  and  captured  in  the  field — a  leathern 
apron  of  a  blackfmith,  who,  in  ancient  times,  had 
arifen  the  deliverer  of  Perfia ;  but  this  badge  of 
heroic  poverty  was  difguifed,  and  almofl  concealed 
by  a  profufion  of  precious  gems  **.  After  this  vic- 
tory, the  wealthy  province  of  Irak-  or  Aff3rria  fub-^ 
mitted  to  the  caliph,  and  his  conquefts  were  firmly 
eftabliflied  by  the  fpeedy  foundation  of  Baffora  *%  a 

place 

« 

M  Atrox,  contumax,  plus  fcmel  rcnovatum,  arc  the  wen-chofen 
fxpreflBons  of  the  tranflator  of  Abulfeda(Kci(ke,  p.  69.). 

**  D*Herbelot,  Bibliotleqiie  Ori<?ntale,  p.  297.348. 
*3  Th<i  reader  may  fatisfy  himfelf  on  the  fubje(ft  of  Baflbrajbycoii- 
fultingthe  following  writers:  Geograph.  Nubienf.  p.  121.  D'Herbc*' 

lot. 
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c  HA  P.  place  which  ever  commands  the  trade  and  naviga- 
v..«^--v^^^  tion  of  the  Perfians*  At  the  diftance  of  fourfcore 
miles  from  the  Gulf,  the  Euphrates  and  Tigris  unite 
in  a  broad  and  direct  current^  which  is  aptly  ftyled 
the  river  of  the  Arabs.  In  the  mid-way,  between 
the  junftion  and  the  mouth  of  thcfe  famous  ftreams, 
the  new  fettkment  was  planted  on  the  weftern  bank ; 
the  firft  colony  was  conipofed  of  eight  hundred 
Moflems ;  but  the  influence  of  the  fituation  foon 
reared  a  flburifliing  and  populous  capital.  The  air, 
though  excefTively  hot,  is  pure  and  healthy :  the 
meadows  are  filled  with  palm-trees  and  cattle ;  and 
one  of  the  adjacent  vallies  has  been  celebrated 
Fmmda-  among  thejfour  paradifes  or  gardens  of  Alia.  Under 
Bdflbra*  the  firft  caliphs,  the  jurifdiftion  of  this  Arabian  co- 
lony extended  over  the  fouthem  provinces  of  Perfia : 
the  city  has  been  fanftified  by  the  tombs  of  the 
companions  and  martyrs  j  and  the  veffeia  of  Eu- 
rope ftill  frequent  the  port  of  Baffora,  as  a  ccjtiive- 
nient  ftation  and  paffage  of  the  Indian  trade. 
Sack  of  After  the  defeiat  of  Cadefia,  a  country  interfeded 

A.lx?37-  '^y  '^i^^^s  and  canals  might  have  pppoled  an  in- 
March.  fuperable  barrier  to  the  viftorious  cavalry ;  aad  the 
walls  of  Ctefiphon  or  Madayn,  which  had  refifted 
the  battering  rams  of  the  Romans,  would  not  have 
yielded  to  the  darts  of  the  Saracens.  But  the  fly*i 
ilig  Perfians  were  overcome  by  the  belief,  that  the 
laft  day  of  their  religion  arid  empire  was  at  hand : 

•  lot,  Bibliothcque  Orientale,  p.  i9Z.  D'Anville,  I'Euphratc  ctleTigre, 

p.  130.  133.  145.  Raynal,  Hift.  Philofophiqucdes  deux  Indcs,  toau 

*3i.  p.  9^ — too.    Voyages  di  Pietro  dcUa  Valle,  torn.  iv.  p.  370—391. 

De  Tavtrrnicr,  tont.  i.  p.  24o---a47-  De  Thevetiot,  torn.  ii.  p.  54J— 

^4.  D'Ottcrj  torn.  ii.  p.  45— 7S.  D«  Nicbiihr,  torn.  iLp.i7a — 199. 

6  the 
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the  ftrongefl:  pofts  were  abandoned  by  treachery  or  ^  ^  a  p, 
cowardice ;  and  the  king,,  with  a  part  of  his  family 
and  treafures,  efcaped  to  Holwan  at  the  foot  of  the 
Median  hills.  In  the  third  month  after  the  battle. 
Said,  tl^e  lieutenant  of  Omar,  paffed  the  Tigris 
without  oppofition;  the  capital  was  taken  by  af. 
fault ;  and  the  diforderly  refiftance  of  the  people 
gave  a  keener  edge  to  the  fabres  of  the  Moflems, 
who  (houted  with  religious  tranfport,  "  This  is  the 
white  palace  of  Chofroes,  this  is  the  promife  of 
the  apoftle  of  God  1'*  The  naked  robbers  of  the 
defert  were  fuddenly  enriched  beyond  the  meafure 
of  their  hope  or  knowledge.  Each  chamber  re- 
vealed a  new  treafure  fecreted  with  art,  or  often- 
tatioufly  difplayed ;  the  gold  and  filvor,  the  various 
^wardrobes  and  precious  furniture,  furpaffed  (fays 
Abulfeda)  the  eftimate  of  fancy  or  numbers ;  and 
another  hiftorian  defines  the  untold  and  almofl:  in- 
finite mafs,  by  the  fabulous  computation  of  three 
thoufands  of  thoufands  of  thoufands  of  pieces  of 
gold  **.  Some  minute  though  curious  fafl:s  repre- 
fent  the  contrail  of  riches  and  ignorance.  From 
the  remote  iflands  of  the  Indian  Ocean^  a  large  , 
provifion  of  camphire  *^  had  been  imported,  which 

*4  Mente  vix  poteft  numcrove  comprehend!  quanta  fpolia  .... 
noftris  ceflcrint.  Abulfeda,  p.  69.  Yet  I  ftill  ful'pcdt,' that  the  ex- 
travagant numbers  of  Elmacin  may  be  the  error,  not  of  the  text, 
but  of  the  vcrfion.  The  beft  tranflators  from  the  Greek,  for  in- 
fiance,  I  find  to  be  very  poor  arithmeticians. 

*s  1  he.  camphire  tree  grows,  in  China  and  Japan ;  but  many  huq. 
dred  weight  of  thofe  meaner  forts  are  exchanged  for  a  tingle  pound 
of  the  more  precious  gum  of  Borneo  and  Sumatra  (Raynal,  Hift. 
Philofoph.  torn.  i.  p.  36a— 365.  Didtonnaire  d'Hift.  N?turelle  par 
Bomare.  Millar's  Gardener^sDiaionary).  Thefe  may  be  the  ifland« 
of  the  firft  climate  from  whence  the  Arabians  imported  their  cam- 
phii-e  (Geograph.  Nub,  p.  34^  3J.  d'Jierbclot,  p.  aj*.). 

Vol.  U.  Bb  is 
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^  \t  ^'  ^^  employed  with  ^  mixture  of  wax  to  illuminate 
the  palaces  of  the  Eaft.  Strangers  to  the  name 
and  properties  of  that  odoriferous  gum,  the  Sara- 
cens miftaking  it  for  fait,  mingled  the  camphire  in 
their  bread,  and  were  aftonifhed  at  the  bitternefs  of 
the  tafte.  One  of  the  apartments  of  the  palace 
was  decorated  with  a  carpet  of  filk,  fixty  cubits  in 
lengthy  and  as  many  in  breadth :  a  paradife  or  gar- 
den was  depiftured  on  the  ground;  the  flowers, 
fruits,  and  ftirubs  were  imitated  by  the  figures  of 
the  gold  embroidery,  and  the  colours  of  the  pre- 
cious ftones ;  and  the  ample  fquare  was  encircled 
by  a  variegated  and  verdant  border^  The  Ara-* 
bian  general  perfuaded  his  foldiers  to  relinquifli 
their  claim,  in  the  reafonable  hope  that  the  eye* 
of  the  caliph  would  be  delighted  with  the  fplendid 
workmanlhip  of  nature  and  induftry.  Regardlefs 
of  the  merit  of  art  and  the  pomp  of  royalty,  the 
rigid  Omar  divided  the  prize  among  his  brethrai 
of  Medina :  the  pidure  was  deftroyed ;  but  fuch 
was  the  intrinfic  value  of  the  materials^  that  the 
Ihare  of  Ali  alone  was  fold  for  twenty  thoufand 
drams.  A  mule  that  carried  away  the  tiara  and 
cuirafs,  the  belt  and  bracelet^  of  Chofroes,  wa6 
overtaken  by  the  purfuers;  the  gorgeous  trophy 
was  prefented  to  the  commander  of  the  faithful, 
and  the  graveft  of  the  companions  condefcended  to 
fmile  when  they  beheld  the  white  beard>  hairy  arms, 
and  uncouth  figure  of  the  veteran,  who  was  in- 
yefted  with  the  fpoils  of  the  great  'king*\  The  fack 
of  Ctefiphon  was  followed  by  its  defertion  and  gra- 

*^  Sec  GagDier,  Vie  dc  Mahomet,  torn.  i.  p.  376^  377.    I  may 
credit  the  fad>  without  believing  tihe  propbecy. 

dual 
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dual  decay.  The  Saracens  difliked  the  air  and  c  H  A  Pi 
fituation  of  the  place,  and  Omar  was  advifed  by  .  - .  *  ,y 
his  general  to  remove  the  feat  of  government  to  Found  a* 
the  weftcm  nde  or  the  £uphrate8.  In  every  age  Cufi. 
the  foundation  and  ruin  of  the  AiOfyrian  cities  has 
been  eafy  and  rapid;  the  country  is  deftitute  of 
ftone  and  timber,  and  the  moft  folid  ftruftures  ** 
aire  compofed  of  bricks  baked  in  the  fun,  and 
joined  by  a  cement  of  the  native  bitumen.  The 
name  of  Cufa  ^'  defcribes  an  habitation  of  reeds  and 
earth  ;  but  the  importance  of  the  new  capital  was 
fupported  by  the  numbers,  wealth,  and  fpirit  of  a 
colony  of  veterans ;  and  their  licentioufnefs  was  in- 
dulged by  the  wifeft  caliphs,  who  were  apprehenfiv^  - 
of  provoking  the  revolt  of  an  hundred  thousand 
fwords :  "  Ye  men  of  Cufa/'  faid  Ali,  who  foli^ 
cited  their  aid,  "  you  have  been  always  confpicu* 
ous  by  your  valoun  You  conquered  the  Per* 
fian  king,  and  fcattered  his  forces^  till  you  had 
taken  pofliffion  of  his  inheritance.''  This 
nlighty  conqueft  was  atchieved  by  the  battles  <rf 
Jalula  and  Nehavend.  After  the  lofs  of  the  for- 
mer, Yezdegerd  fled  from  Holwan,  and  concealed 
his  (hame  and  defpair  in  the  mountains  of  Farfiftan, 
from  whence  Cyrus  had  defcended  with  his  equal 
and  valiant  companions.     The  courage  of  the  na 

»7  The  moft  confhicrable  rums  of  Aflyria  are  the  tower  of  Belus^ 
at  Babylon,  and  the  hall  of  Chofroes,  at  Ctefiphon :  they  have  been 
vifited  by  that  vain  and  curious  traveller  Pietro  dcUa  Valle  (torn.  i. 
p.  713—718.  731— 735.). 

^  ConfuH  the  article  of  Coufafo  in  the  Bibliotheqiie  of  d'tterbelot 
(p.  177, 178.),  and  the  fecond  volume  of  Ocklcy's  Hiftory,  particu-* 
ferly  p.  40,  and  153. 
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CHAP,  tion  furvived  that   of  the  monarch ;    among   the 

c— yl—j    hills  to  the  fouth  of  Ecbatana  or  Hamadan,  one 

hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Perfians  made  a  third 

«        and  final  ftand  for  their  religion  and  country ;  and 

the  decifive  battle  of  Nehavend  was  ftyled  by  the 

Arabs  the  viftory  of  viftories.     If  it  be  true  that 

the  flying  general  of  the  Perfianj  was  ftopt  and 

o^v^rtaken  in  a  ci'owd  of  miiles  and  camels  ladea 

with  honey,  the  incident,  however  flight  or  fin- 

gular,  will  denote  the  luxurious  impediments  of 

an  Oriental  army  *'. 

Conqucft        The  geography  of  Perfia  is^arkly  delineated  by 

^^A.^D?'   ^^^  Greeks  and  Latins ;  but  the  moft  illuftrious  of 

637—651.    her  cities  appear  to  be  more  ancient  than  the  in- 

vafion  of  the  Arabs.     By  the  reduftion  of  Ha- 

madari  "and  Ifpahan,  of  Cafwin,  Tauris,  and  Rei, 

they  gradually  approached  the  fliores  of  the  Caf- 

pian  Sea ;  and  the  orators  of  Mecca  might  applaud 

the  fuccefs   and   fpirit   of  the  faithful^  who  had' 

.  already  loft  fight  of  the  northern  bear,  and  had 

alnioft  tranfcfended  the  bounds   of  the  habitable 

world  ^°.     Again  turning  towards  the  Weft  and  the 

Roman  empire,  they  repafled  the  Tigris  over  the 

bridge  of  Moful,  and,  in  the  captive  provinces  of 

*9  Sec  the  article  of  Nebaverrdy  in  d'Hcrbelot,  p.  66i,  66S*  i  and 
Voyages  en  Turqule  et  en  Perfe,  par  Otter,  torn.  i.  p.  191. 

3®  It  is  in  fuch  a  ftyle  of  ignorance  and  wonder  that  the  Athe- 
nian orator  defcnbesthe-ArAic  conquefts  of  Alexander,  who  never 
advanced'beyond  the  ftiores  of  the  Cafpian,  AXs^av^fo;  s^w  t»5?  «pxT« 
xa«  T3j$  o(x»/:AEir9j(9  o\tyH^my  9ra<r>j? /»£0r,r»3' «».  Efchincs  contta  Ctcii- 
pbontem,  torn.  iii.  p.  554,  edit,  Grxc.  Orator.  Reiike.  This  me- 
morable caufe  was  pleaded  at  Athens,  Olymp.  «xii.  3.  (before  Chrift 
330),  in  the  autumn  ^Tayler,  praefat.  p.  370,  6cc,),  about  a  year 
after  the  battle  i)f  Arbela  j  and  Alexander,  in  the  purfuit  of  Dariu^y 
was  marching  towards  Hyrcania  and  Badlriana. 

8  Armcma 
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Armenia  and  Mefopotamia,  embraced  their  vifto-  chap.' 
rious '  brethren  of  the  Syrian  army.  From  the 
palace  of  Madayn  their  Eaftern  progrefs  was  not 
lefs  rapid  or  extenfive.  They,  advanced  along  the 
Tigris  and  the  Gulf;  penetrated  through  the  paffes 
of  the  mountains  into  the  valley  of  Eftachar  or  Per- 
fepolis ;  and  profaned  the  laft  fanftuary  of  the  Ma- 
gian  empire.  The  grandfon  of  Chofroes  was  nearly 
furprifed  among  the  falling  columns  and  mutilated 
figures ;  a  fad  emblem  of  the  pafl:  and  prefcnt  for- 
tune of  Perfia  ^' :  he  fled  with  accelerated  hafte  over 
the  defert  of  Kirman,  implored  the  aid  of  the  war- 
like Segeftans,  and  fought  an  humble  refuge  on  the 
verge  of  the  Turkifh  and  Chinefe  power.  But  a 
victorious  army  is  infenfible  of  fatigue :  the  Arabs 
divided  their  forces  in  the  •  purfuit  of  a  timorous 
enemy ;  and  the  caliph  Othman  promifed  the  go- 
vernment of  Chorafan  to  the  firft  general  who 
fliould  enter  that  large  aiid  populous  country,  the 
kingdom  of  the  ancient  Baftrians.  The  condition 
was  accepted ;  the  prize  wzs  deferved ;  the  ftan- 
dard  of  Mahomet  was  planted  on  the  walls  of  Herat, 
Merou,  and  Balch  5  and  the  fuccefsful  leader  nei- 
ther halted  nor  repofed  till  his  foaming  cavalry  had 
tafted  the  waters  of  the  Oxus.  In  the  public  an- 
archy, the  independent  governors  of  the  cities  and 
caftles  obtained  their  feparate  capitulations ;  the 
terms  were  granted  or  impofed  by  the  efteem,  the 

3>  We  arc  indebted  for  this  curious  particular  to  the  Dynaftics  of 
Abulpharagius,  p.  ii6.;  but  it  is  needlcfs  to  prove  the  identity  of 
Eftachar  and  Perfcpolis  (d'Hcrbclot,  p.  327.) ;  and  ftill  moic  need- 
lefs  to  copy  the  drawings  and  defcriptlons  of  Sir  John  Chardin,  ^v 
Cpj-neiUe  Ic  Bruyrj, 
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C  H  A  P.  prudence,  or  th^  compaffion,*  ©f  the  vigors ;  and  a 
fimple  profefEon  of  faith  cftablifhed  the  difUnftion 
betwiBen  a  brother  and  a  flave.  After  a  noble  de- 
fence, Harmozan,  the  prince  or  fatrap  of  Ahwaz 
and  Sufa,  was  compelled  to  furrdnder  his  perfon 
and  his  ftate  to  the  difcretion  of  the  caliph  i  md 
their  interview  exhibits  a  portrait  of  the  Arabian 
manners.  In  the  prefence,  and  by  the  command, 
of  Omar,  the  gay  Barbarian  was  defpoikd  of  his 
filken  robes  embroidered  •  with  gold,  and  •  of  his 
tiara  bedecked  with  rubies  and  emeralds:  ^'  Are 
*'  you  now  fenlible,"  faid  the  conqueror  to  his 
jaaked  captive  j  **  are  you  now  fenfible  of  the  judg- 
*^  ment  pf  God,  and  of  the  different  rewards  of  in- 
*'  fidelity  and  obedience?'*  "  Alas!'*  replied  Har- 
^lozan,  '*  I  feel  them  too  deeply.  In  the  days  of 
^'  our  common  ignorance,  •  we  fought  with  the 
^'  weapons  of  the  flefli,  and  my  nation  was  fupe-* 
*^  rior.  God  was  then  neuter:  fmee  he  has  cA 
*^  poufed  your  quarrel,  you  have  fubverted  our 
^^  kingdom  and  religion."  Oppreffed  by  this 
painful  dialogue,  the  Perfian  complained  of  into- 
ji^rable  thirft,  but  difcovered  fom^  apprelieiifiona 
lejfl:  he  fhould  be  killed  whilft  he  wa^  drinking  a 
cup  pf  water*  *^  Be  of  good  courage/'  faid  thq 
caliph,  *'  your  life  is  fafe  till  you  have  drank  this 
^^  water  ;'*  the  crafty  fatrap  accepted  the  affurance, 
and  inftantly  dafhed  the  vafe  againft  the  groimd, 
Omar  would  have  avenged  the  deceit;  but  his 
companions  reprefcnted  the  fanftity  of  an  oath  j 
and  the  fpeedy  gonverfipn  of  Harmo?an  entitled 
him  not  only  to  a  free  pardon,  but  even  to  a  ftipend 
pf  two  thpufand  pieces  of  gold.  -  The  adminiftra- 

tipR 
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tion  of  Perfia  was  regulated  by  an  adu^l  fiirvey  C  «  A  P. 
of  the  people^   the  cattle,   and  the  fruits  of  the 
earth  '* ;   and  this  monument,  which  atfcft^  the 
vigilance  of  the  caliphs^  might  have  inftrudled  the 
philofophers  of  every  ^ge  ". 

.    The  flight  of  yez4egerd  had  carried  him  be-  ?^^/^!,^^ 
yond  the  Oxus,  afid  s^s  far  as  the  Jax^ti^s,  two  kinp,  . 
rivers'*  of  ancient  and  modern   renown,  which  ^•^*^^^', 
defcend  from  the  mountains  pf  India  toward?  th§ 
Cafpi^  Sea.      He  was  hofpitably  entertainc4  by 
Tarkhan,  prince  of  Fargana^\   a  fertile  prpvince 
on  the  Jaxartes ;    the  king  of  Samarcand,  with 
the  Turkiih  tribes  pf  Sogdiana  and  Scythia,  wer? 
moved  by  the   lamentations   and   promifes  of  the 
fallen  monarch;    and  he  folicited  by  a  fuppliant 
embaffy,   the  more  folid  and  powerful  friendfhip  of 
ihe    emperor  of    Chipa  ^  \    .  The   virtuous  Tait- 

5*  After  the  conqu^ft  of  Periia,  Tli^ppljftnes  a4ds,  irvt^  I^  f^  ^9%^ 

ecva.yca(pri  x.cn  stv^fuvuv  »an  xTVivu*  ksh  (pniuv  (Chronograph,  p.  283.). 

33  Amidft  our  meagre  relations,  I  muft  regret,  that  d'fjerbelot 
has  not  found  and  ufcd  a  Ferfian  tranflation  of  Tabari,  ennched, 
ftghefey*,  witb  many  exti'a£t»  from  the  Native  hiftorians  <?ft||e 
40hebers  or  Mag;i  (BibUoth£que  Orieotaltv  p.  J014.). 

34  Tiws  moft  autlientic  accounts  of  the  two  river?^  tjie  Sibon 
(Jaxartes),  and  thi^  Gihon  (Oxus),  may  be  found  in  Sherif  al  Edrifi 
(Geograph.  Nubfenf.  p.  i38.)>  Abulfeda  (Defcript.  Chorafan.  in 
ifJudfon,  torn.  iii.  p.  «3.)»  Abulghazi  Khan,  who  reigned  oil  their 
banks  (flift.  Genealogique  dc^  Tatars,  p.  3*.  57.  76(f.),  and  the 
Turkifli  Geographer,  a  M*.  in  the  king  of  France's  library  (Examen 
Critique  dcs  Uifttriens  d'Alexandre,  p.  194— s^o). 

35  The  territory  of  Fcrgan^  is  defcrjbed  by  Abulfeda,  p.  76,  77. 

JS  ]go  redegit  anguftiarum  eundeni  regem-  exfulem,  ut  Turciei 
T^&Pi  ^t  Sogdiani,  et  Sinenfis,  auxilia  miffis  Uteris  implorarct  ( Abul- 
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fong^^,    the   firft   of   the  dynafty  of  the  Tang, 
may  be  juftly  compared*  with    the  Antonines   of 
Rome :  his  people  enjoyed  the  bleffings  of  profpe- 
rity  and  peace;  and  his   dominion  was   acknow- 
ledged by  forty-four  hords  of  the  Barbarians  of 
Tartary.    His  laft  garrifons  of  Cafligar  and  Khoten 
maintained  a  frequent  intercourfe  with  their  neigh- 
bours' of  the  Jaxartes  and  Oxus ;  a  recent  colony 
of  Perfians  had  introduced  into  China  the  aftrono- 
my  of  the  Magi ;  and  Taitfong  might  be  alarmed 
by  the  rapid   progrefs   and  dangerous  vicinity  of 
the  Arabs.     The  influence,  and  perhaps  the  fup- 
plies,  of  China  revived  the  hopes  of  Yezdegerd 
and  the  zeal  of  the  worfhippers  of  fire;   and  he 
returned  with  an  army  of  Turks  to  conquer  the  in- 
heritance of  his  fathers.     The  fortunate  Moflems, 
without  unflieathing  their  fwords,  were  the  fpec- 
tators  of  his  .  ruin  and  death.     The .  grandfon  of 
Chofroes  was*  betrayed  by  his  fervant,  infulted  by 
the  feditious  inhabitants  of  Merou,  and  oppreffed, 
defeated,  and  purfued,  by  his  Barbarian  allies.    He 
reached  the  banks  of  a  river,  and  offered  his  rings 
and  bracelets  for  an  inftant  paffage  in  a  miller's 
boat.     Ignorant    or    infenfible    of  royal   diiftrefs, 
the  ruftic  replied,  that  four  drams  of  filver  were  the 
daily  profit  of  his  inill,  and  that  he  would  not  fuf- 

fcd.  Annal.  p.  74.).    The  connexion  of  the  Pcrfian  and  Chincfe 
hiftory  isilluftrated  by  Freret  (Mem^derAcademie,  torn.  xvi.  p.  245 
'—455.)  and  de  Guigncs  (Hift.  desHans,  torn.  i.  p.  54— 59.  aad 
for  the  geography  of  the  borders,  torn.  ii.  p.  i— ^s-). 

3'  Hift.  Sinica,  p.  4i-r46.  in  the  iii<i  part  of  the  Relations  Qurieiifes 
of  Thcvenot. 
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pend  his  work  unlefs  the  lofs  were  repaid.  In  this  ^  ^  A.  P. 
moment  of  hefitation  and  delay,  the  lad  of  the  wy^ 
Saffanian  kings  was  overtaken  and  flaughtered  by 
the  Turkifli  cavalry,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  hu 
unhappy  reign  ^*.  His  fon  Firuz,  an  humble  client 
of  the  Chinefe  emperor,  accepted  the  ftation  of 
captain  of  his  guards ;  and  the  Magian  worfliip 
was  long  preferved  by  a  colony  of  loyal  exiles  in 
the  province  of  Bucharia.  His  grandfon  inherited 
the  regal  name ;  but  after  a  faint  and  fruitlefs  en- 
terprife,  he  returned  to  China,  atid  ended  his  days 
in  the  palace  of  Sigan.  The  male  line  of  the  Saf- 
fanides  was  extinft;  but  the  female  captives,  the 
daughters  of  Perfia,  were  given  to  the  conquerors 
in  fervitude,  or  marriage ;  and  the  race  of  the 
caliphs  and  imams  was  ennobled  by  the  blood  of 
their  royal  mothers  ". 

After  the  fall  of  the  Perfian  kingdom,  the  river  The  con- 
Oxus  divided  the  territories  of  the  Saracens*  and  of  TranfoxT- 
the  Turks.     This  narrow  boundary  \15as  foon  over-  ^"^»^  ^' 
leaped  by  the  fpirit  of  the  Arabs :  the  governors 
of  Choraf^n  extended  their  fucceffive  inroads ;  and 
one  of  their  triumphs  was  adorned  with  the  buflcia 
of  a  Turkifli  queen,  which  flie  dropt  in  her  pre- 

3^.1  have  endeavoured  to  harmonize  the  various  narratives  of 
Elmacin  (Hift.  Saracen,  p.  37.)>  Abulpharagius  (Dynaft.  p.  ii6.), 
Abulfcda(Annal.  p.  74.  79. )>  ^^^  d'Herbelot  (p.  485.)'  The  end 
of  Yezdegerd  was  not  only  unfortunate  but  obfcure.    • 

39  The  tviTO  daughters  of  Yezdegerd  marriecBHafTan,  the  fon  of 
Ali,  and  Mohammed,  the  ion  of  Abubekcr ;  and  the  firft  of  thefc 
was  the  father  of  a  numerous  progeny.  The  daughter  of  Phirouz 
became  the  wife  of  the  caliph  Walid,  and  their  fon  Yezid  derived 
his  genuine  or  fabulous  defcent  from  the  Chofvoes  of  Perfia,  the 
Casfais  of  Rome,  and  the  Chagans  of  the  Turks  or  Avars  (d'Her- 
bclot,  Bibliot.  Oricntale,  p.  96.  487. )♦ 

cipitate 


373-  •  THE  DECLINE  AND  TALL 

c  HA  P.  cipitate  flight  beyond  the  hills  of  Bochara ^^     But 

the  fin^l  conqueft  of  Tranfoxiana  ♦%  as  well  as  of 

Spain,  was  referved  for  the  glorious  rdgn  of  th« 

inaaive  Walid ;    and  the  name  of  Gatibah,  the 

camel-driver,  declares  the  origin  and  merit  of  his 

fuccefsful  lieutenant.     While  one  of  his  colleagues 

difplaycd  the  firft  Mahometan  banner  on  the  banks 

of  the  Indus,   the  fpacious  regions  between  the 

Oxus,  the  Jaxartes,    and  the  Cafpian  Sea,  were 

reduced  by  the  arms  of  Catibab  to  the  obedience 

of  the  prophet  and  of  the  caUph  *%     A  tribute  of 

two  millions  of  pieces  of  gold  was  impofed  on  the 

infidels;   their  idols  were  burnt  or  broken;    the 

Mufulman  chief  pronounced  a  fermon  in  the  new 

raofch    of  Carizrae;    after    feveral   battle,    the 

Turkifh  hords  were  driven  back  to  the  defertj 

and  the  emperors  of  China  folidted  the  fricfidfliip 

of  the  viftorious  Arabs^     To  their  induftry,  the 

profperity  of  the  province,   the  Sogdiana  of  the 

ancients,    may  in  .a  great  meafure  be  afcribed  j 

♦o  It  was  valued  at  2000  pieces  of  gold,  and  was  the  prize  of 
Obeidollah  the  fon  of  Ziyad,  a  nam€  afterwards  infamous  by  the 
murder  of  Hafein  (Ockley  «  Hiftory  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  ii.  p,  144, 
143.).  His  brother  Salem  was  accompanied  by  his  wife,  the  firft 
Arabian  woman  (A.  D.  680),  who  pafled  the  Ovus  :  flie  borrowed, 
or  rather  ftole,  the  crown  and  jewels  of  the  pitncefs  of  the  Sogdians 
(p.  231,231.). 

♦'  Apart  of  Abulfeda's geography  is  tranflated  by  Greaves,  io- 
ferted  in  Hadfon's  colledion  of  the  minor  geographers  (torn,  iii.), 
and  entitled,  Defc^ptio  Chorafmiae  et  Matwaralnahrce,  id  eft,  regi-. 
onum  extra  fiuvium,  Oxum,  p.  So.  The  name  of  Trans- oxiana^ 
foftcr  in  found,  equivalent  in  fenfe,  is  aptly  ufed  by  Petit  de  la  Croix 
(Hift.  de  Gengifcan,  5cc.)»  and  fomc  modern  Orientalifts,  but  they 
are  miftaken  in  afcribing  it  to  the  writers  of  antiquity. 

41  The  conquefta  of  Catibah  are  faintly  marked  by  Elmacin  (Hift. 
Saracen,  p.  84.)*  d'Herbclot  (Bibliot.  Orient.  Catbah,  Samarcand^ 
Falid),  and  de  Quignes  (liift.  dc6  Hims,  torn.  i.  p.  5 8,  59.). 

but 
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but  the  adyaatag^s  of  the  foil  and  climate  had  been  ^  ^^['^  p- 
tmderftood  and  cultivated  fmce  the  reign  of  the  ^_  /_j 
Macedonian  khigs.  Before  the  invafion  of  the 
Saracens,  Carizme,  Bocara,  and  Samarcand,  were 
rich  and  populous  under  the  yoke  of  the  fliepherds 
of  the  north.  Thefe  cities  were  furrounded  with 
a  double  wall ;  and  the  exterior  fortification,  of  a 
larger  circumference,  incloftd  the  fields  and  garr 
dens  of  the  adjacent  diftrid:.  The  mutual  wants 
of  India  and  Europe  were  fupplied  by  the  diligen^^ 
of  the  Sogdian  meichants ;  and  the  ineftimahle  art 
of  transforming  linen  into  paper,  has  been  diffufc4 
from  the  manufadure  of  Samarcand  over  the  weftr 
ern  world '*\ 

II.  No  fooner  had  Abubeker  reftored  the  unity  invafion 
of  faith  and  government,  than  he  diipatched  a  A.b.^63z. 
circular  letter  to  the  #Arabian  tribes.  "  In  th^ 
♦*  xScLme  of  the  moft  merciful  God,  to  the  reft  of 
^*  the  true  believers.  Health  and  happinefs,  and 
**  the  mercy  and  bleffing  of  God  be  uppn  you.  J 
*'  praife  the  moft  high  God,  and  I  pray  for  his  pro- 
phet Mahomet  This  is  to  acquaint  you,  that 
^'  I  intend  to  fend  the  true  believer?  intp  Syria 


♦5  A  curious  defcription  of  SamarcancJ  is  infcrted  in  the  Biblio- 
theca  Arabico-Hifpana,  torn.  i.  p.  208,  &c.  The  librarian  Cafiri 
(torn.  ii.  9.)  relates,  from  credible  teftimdny,  that  paper  was  firft 
imported  from  China  to  Samarcand,  A.  H.  30,  and  invented^  or  ra-^ 
ther  introduced,  at  Mecca,  A.  H,  88.  The  Efcurial  library  contains 
paper  MSS.  a«  old  as  the  iv**»  or  v*"*^  centuiy  of  the  Hegira. 

44  A  feparatc  hiftory  of  th^  conqueft  of  Syria  has  been  compofed 
by  Al  Wakidi,  cadi  of  Bagdad,  who  was  born  A.  D.  748,  and  dfed 
Ar  D,  8a«  :  he  likevyife  wrot^  the  conqueft  of  Egypt,  of  Diarbekir^ 
&c.  Above  the  meagre  and  recent  chronicles  of  the  Arabians,  AI 
Wakidi  has  the  double  merit  uf  antiquity  and  copioufnefs.    His 

taJw  ai*d  trg4itt9n8  afFortJ  an  artlefs  pi^ure  of  the  men  and  the 

tim^s. 
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"  to  take  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  infidels.  And 
'*  I  would  have  you  know,  that  the  fighting  for 
*'  religion  is  an  aft  of  obedience  to  God/*  His 
meffengers  returned  with  the  tidings  of  pious  and 
martial  ardour  which  they  had  kindled  in  every 
province ;  and  the  camp  of  Medina  was  fucceffive- 
ly  filled  with  the  intrepid  bands  of  the  Saracens 
who  panted  for  action,  complained  of  the  heat  of 
the  feafon  and  the  fcarcity  of  provifions ;  and  ac- 
cufcd  with  impatient  murmurs  the  delays  of  the 
caliph.  As  foon  as  their  numbers  were  complete, 
Abubeker  afcended  the  hill,  reviewed  the  men,  the 
horfes,  and  the  arms,  and  poured  forth  a  fervent 
prayer  for  the  fuCcefs  of'  their  undertaking.  In 
perfon  and  on  foot,  he  accompanied  the  firft  day's 
march ;  and  when  the  bluftiing  leaders  attempted 
to  difmount,  the  caliph  reHioved  thieir  fcruples  by 
a  declaration,  that  thofe  who  rode,  and  thofe  who 
walked,  in  the  fervice  of  religion,  were  equally 
meritorious.  His  inftruftions  *^  to  the  chiefs  of 
the  Syrian  army,  were  infpired  by  the  warlike  fa- 
naticifm  which  advances  to  feize,  and  afFefts  to 
defpife,  the  objefts  of  earthly  ambition.  "-  Re- 
times. Yet  his  narrative  is  too  often  defe(5livc,  trifling,  and  impro- 
bable. Till  fomething  better  fhall  be  found,  his  learned  an^  fpirit- 
cd  interpreter  (Ocldey,  in  his  hi  (lory  of  the  Saracens,  vol.  i.  p^  :j,;-r^ 
34a.)  will  not  deferve  the  petulant  animadverfion  of  Reiike  (Prodi- 
dagmata  ad  Hagji  Chalifae  Tabulas,  p.  236.)  I  am  forry  to  think 
that  the  labours  of  Ockley  were  confummated  in  a  jail  (fee  his  twq 
prefaces  to  the  i«t  vol.  A.  D.  1708,  to  the  aJ,  17x8,  with  the  lift  of 
authors  at  the  end). 

45  The  inftrucftions,  &c.  of  the  Syrian  war,  are  defcribed  by  Al 
Wakidi  and  Ockley,  torn.  i.  p.  22 — »7,  &c-  In  the  fequcl  it  is  nc«i 
ceflary  to  conVai^,  and  needlefs  to. quote,  their  circumftantial  iiar» 
ra^ive.    My  obligations  to  others  Ihall  be  noticed. 

^^  member/* 
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**  member,"  faid  the  fucceffor  of  the  prophet,  chap. 
*'  that  you  are  always  in  the  prefence  of  God,  on 
^'  the  verge  of  death,  in  the  affurance  of  judg- 
^^  ment,  and  the  hope  of  paradife.  Avoid  in- 
juftice  and  oppreflion ;  confult*  with  your  bre^^ 
thren,  and  ftudy  to  preferve  the  love  and  con- 
*^  fidence  of  your  troops.  When  you  fight  the 
*'  battles  of  the  Lord,  acquit  yourfelves  like  men, 
^*  without  turning  your  backs ;  but  let  not  your 
viQ:ory  be  ftained  with  the  blood  of  women  or 
children.  Deftroy  no  palm-trees,  nor  burn  any 
*'  fields  of  com.  Cut  down  no  fruit-trees,  nor 
do  any  mifchief  to  cattle,  only  fuch  as  you  kill 
to  eat.  When  you  make  any  covenant  or  ar- 
ticle, (land  to  it,  and  be  as  good  as  your  word, 
**  As  you  go  on,  you  will  find  fome  religious  per- 
*^  fons  who  live  retired  in  monafteries,  and  pro- 
pofe  to  themfelves  to  ferve  God  that  way:  let 
them  alone,  and  neither  kill  them  nor  deftroy 
their  monafteries  "^^i  And  you  will  find  another 
**  fort  of  people  that  belong  to  the  fynagogue  of 
**  Satan,  who  have  ftiaven  crowns  "^^ ;  be  fure  you 
*'  cleave  their  IkuUs,  and  give  them  no  quarter 
•*  till    they  either  turn   Mahometans   or   pay  tri- 

^  Notwithftanding  this  precept,  M.  Pauw  (Recherches  fur  ks 
Egyptiens,  torn.  ii.  p.  19 j.  edit.  Laufaiine)  rcprefcnts  the  Bedo-- 
wcens  as  the  implacable  enemies  of  the  Chriftian  monks.  For  my 
own  part  I  am  more  inclined  to  fufpcd  th$  avarice  of  the  Arabian 
robbers,  and  the  prejudices  of  the  German  philofopher. 

♦7  Even  in  the  fc venth  century,  the  monks  were  generally  laymen  ; 
they  wore  their  hair  long  and  difbevellcd,  and  fhaved  their  head* 
when  they  were  ordained  priefts.  The  circular  tonfure  was  facrcd 
and  myfterioas  :  it  was  the  erown  of  thorns ;  but  it  was  likewifc 
a  royal  diadem,  and  every  prielk  was  a  king,  &c.  (ThomaiTm, 
Ditcipline  de  TEglifc,  torn.  i.  p,  yai— 758.  efpccially  p.  737*  738-)- 

"  bute/' 
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"  bute."  All  profane  or  frivolous  converfation ; 
all  dangerous  recolledion  of  ancient  quarreU^  wa^ 
feverely  prohibited  among  the  Arabs ;  in  the  tu- 
mult of 'a  camp,,  the  exerdfes  of  religion  were  af- 
fiduoufly  pradif^ ;  and  the  intervals  of  a£tion 
were  employed  in  prayer,  meditation,  and  the  ftudy 
of  the  Koran*  The  abufe,  or  even  the  ufe,  of  wine 
was  chaftifed  by  fourfcore  ftrokes  on  the  foles  of 
the  feet,  and  in  the  fervour  of  thdr  primitive  zeal 
many  fecret  finners  revealed  their  fault,  and  foli- 
cited  their  punilhment.  After  fome  hcfitation  the 
command  of  the  Syrian  army  was  delegated  to 
Abu  Obddah,  one  of  the  fugitives  of  Mecca  and 
companions  of  Mahomet ;  whofe  zeal  and  devo- 
tion were  affuaged,  without  being  abated,  by  thte 
lingular  mildnefs  and  benevolence  of  his  temper. 
But  in  all  the  emergencies  of  war,  the  foldiers  de** 
maiKled  the  fuperior  genius  of  Caled;  and  who^ 
ever  might  be  the  choice  of  the  prince,  ih^fu^iord 
jjf  GW  was  both  in  fad  and  fame  the  foremoft 
leader  of  the  Saracens.  He  obeyed  without  reluc- 
tance; he  was  coafulted  without  jealoufy;  andfuch 
was  the  ipirit  of  the  man,  or  rather  of  the  times,  that 
Caled  profeffed  his  readinefs  to  fei  ve  under  the  ban* 
ner  of  the  faith,  though  it  were  in  the  hands  of  a 
trhild  or  an  enemy.  Glory,  and  riches,  and  do- 
minion, were  indeed  promifed  to  the  viftorious 
Mufulman;  but  he  was  carefully  inflrufted,  that 
if  the  goods  of  this  life  were  his  only  incitentcnt, 
they  likewife  would  be  his  only  reward. 
Sjege  of  One  of  the  fifteen  provinces  of  Syria,  the  cul- 

tivated lands  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Jordan,  had 

been 
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1 

been  decorated  by  Roman  vanity  with  the  name  ^  ^^  P- 
oi  Arabia'^ \  and  the  firft  arms  of  the  Samcens 
were  juftified  by  the  femblance  of  a  national  right. 
The  country  was  enriched  by  the  various  benefits 
of  trade ;  by  the  vigilance  of  the  emperors  it  was 
covered  With  a  line  of  forts ;  and  the  populous 
cities  of  Gerafa,  Philadelphia,  and  Bofra  *',  were 
fecure,  at  leaft  frorti  a  furprife,  by  the  folid  ftruc- 
tur^  of  their  walls.  The  laft  of  thefe  cities  was  the 
eighteenth  ftation  of  Medina:  the  road  was  fa- 
miliar to  the  caravans  of  Hejaz  and  Irak,  who  an- 
liually  vifited  this  plenteous  market  of  the  provinc© 
tod  the  defett :  the  perpetual  jealoufy  of  the  Arabs 
had  traifiaed  the  inhabitants  to  arms;  and  twelve 
thoufand  horfe  could  fally  from  the  gates  of  Bofra, 
an  appellation  which  fignifies,  in  the  Syriac  Ian* 
guage,  a  ftrong  tower  of  defence.  Encouraged  by 
their  firft  fuccefs  againft  the  open  towns  and  flying 
parties  of  the  borders,  a  detachment  of  four  thou- 
fand Mofleras  prefumed  to  fummon  and  attack  the 
fortrefs  of  Bofra.  They  were  opprefled  by  the 
numbers  of  the  Syrians ;  they  were  favtd  by  the 
pnefence  of  Caled,  with  fifteen  hundred  horfe  :  he 
blamed  the  enterprife,  reftored  the  battle,  and  re- 

^  Huic  Arabia  eft  conferta,  ex  alio  latere  Nabathacis  contigua  j 
opima  varietate  commcrciorum,  caftrifquc  oppleta  validis  et  Ciftci- 
lis,  quae  ad  repcllcndos  gentium  vicinarurti  excurfiip,  foUdtudo 
ptrviget  veterum  pro  opportunos  faltos  erexit  et  cautoi.  Aminfan. 
Marccllin*  xiv.  S.    Reland.  Paleftin.  torn.  i.  p.  S5,  86. 

49  With  Gerafa  and  Phifadelphia,  Ammianus  praifes  Ihe  fortifi- 
cations of  Bofri  firmitate  aantiflimas.  They  dcftrrved  the  fame 
J>raife  in  the  time  of  Abwlf^eda  (Tabu).  Syria,  p.  99  ),  v^ho  de- 
Icribc*  thi«  city>  the  mietropoUs  of  flawran  (Auranitis),  four  daya 
joyrnty  from  Damafcus.  The  Hebrew  etymolojj^  I  team  from 
Rfland,  Paleftin.  torn.  ii.  p.  666. 

fcued 
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c^^A.?.  fcued  his  friend,  the  venerable  Serjabil,  who  had 
vainly  invoked  the  unity  of  God  and  the  promifes 
of  the  apoftle.  After  a  fliort  repofe,  the  Moflems 
performed  their  ablutions  with  fand  inftead  of  wa- 
ter *° ;  and  the  morning  prayer  was  recited  by  Caled 
before  they  mounted  on  horfeback.  Confident 
in  their  ftrength,  the  people  of  Bofra  threw  open 
their  gates,  drew  their  forces  into  the  plain,  and 
fwore  to  die  in  the  defence  of  their  religion.  But 
a  religion  of  peace  was  incapable  of  withftanding 
the  fanatic  cry  of  "  Fight,  fight !  Paradife,  para- 
*'  dife !"  that  re-echoed  in  the  ranks  of  the  Sara- 
cens ;  and  the  uproar  of  the  town,  the  ringing  of 
bells  ^*,  and  the  exclamations  of  the  priefts  and 
monks,  increafed  the  difinay  and  diforder  of  the 
Chriftians.  With  the  lofs  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty  men,  the  Arabs  remained  mafters  of  the 
field;  and  the  ramparts  of  Bofra,  in  expeftation 
of  human  or  divine  aid,  were  crowded  with  holy 
croffes  and  confecrated  banners.  The  governor 
Romanus  had  recommended  an  early  fubmilfion : 
defpifed  by  the  people,  and  degraded  from  his 
office,  he  ftill  retained  the  defire  and  opportunity 

S^  The  apoftle  of  a  defert  and  an  army  was  obliged  to  allow  this 
ready  fuccedaneutn  for  water  (Koran,  c.  iii.  p.  66.  c.  v.  p.  Bj.) :  but 
the  Arabian  and  Perfian  cafuifts  have  embarraffed  his  free  permif- 
fion  with  many  niceties  and  diftin<ftions  (Reland  de  Relig.Moham. 
ined.l*i.  p.  S2,  83.    Cbardin,  Voyages  en  Perfe,  toni.  iv.). 

i>  The  bells  rung/  OckJey,  vol.  i.  p.  38.  Yet  I  much  doubt  whe« 
ther  this  exprcflion  can  be  juftified  by  the  text  of  Al  Wakidi,  or  the 
pradtice  of  the  times.  Ad  Graecos,  fays  the  learned  Ducange(G}o(rar. 
med.  etinfim.  Graecitat.  torn.  i.  p.  774),  campanarum  u.'us  feriua 
tranfit  et  etiam  num  rariffimus  eft.  The  oldeft  example  which  he 
can  find  in  the  Byzantine  writers  is  of  the  year  1040  ;  but  the  Vc- 
nctians  pretend,  that  they  introduced  bells  at  Conftantinoplc  in  the 
lit*  century^ 

of 
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bf  revenge.  In  a  noftuTnal  interview,  he  informed  ^  *^^  p* 
the  enemy  of  a  fuMertaneous  paflkge  from  his  -^^s-^.^ 
houfe  under  the  ^trall  of  the  city  $  the  fon  of  the 
caliph,  with  an  hundred  v6lunteers^  Were  tommit* 
ted  to  the  iaith  of  this  new  ally,  and  theit  fuc^ 
cefsful  intrepidity  gave  an  eafy  entrance  to  their 
companions.  After  Caled  had  impofed  the  terms 
of  fervitude  and  tribute,  the  apoflate  or.  convert 
avowed  in  the  affembly  of  the  people  his  merito^ 
rious  treafon.  "I  renounce  your  fodety,**  faid 
Romanus,  ^^  both  in  this  world,  and  the  world  to 
*'  come.  And  I  deny  him  that  was  crucified,  and 
**  whofoever  worftiips  hinl.  And  I  chufe  God 
for  my  Lord,  Iflam  for  my  faith,  Mecca  for 
my  temple,  the  MoHems  for  my  brethren,  land 
*^  Mkhomet  fot  my  prophet ;  Who  was  fent  to  lead 
"  us  into  the  right  way,  and  to  exalt  the  true  re>. 
**  ligioli  in  fpite  of  thofe  who  join  partners  with 
«  God/' 

The  conqujpft  of  Bofr a^  four  days  journey  from  stege  of 
Dan^afcus  *%  ^couraged  the  Arabs  to  befiege  the  A.^D^Iaj! 
ancient  capital  of  Syria  ".     At  fome  diftance  from^  ^ 
•^the  walls,  they  encamped  among  the  groves  aftd 

5»  Damafcua  is  amply  dcfcribed  by  the  Shertf  al  Edrifi  ( GedgrapB. 
Nub.  p.  I  i6v  117.)  i  and  hU  tranilator^  Siomta  (Appendix,  c^  4.)^ 
;  Abojfeda  (Tabula  Syrian,  p.  100.)  5  Schultcns  (Index.  Geograph. 
ad  Vit.  SaladinO;  d'ttcrbclot  (Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  191.);  The  vert  ot» 
Voyage  du  Levant  (parti.  p»688-^69S.)  j  Maiindi^U  (Jburney-frdm 
Aleppb  to  Jerufalcm,  p.  ii»*^i30i);  and  JPi^ock  (Defi^riptibii  of 

the  Eaft,  vol  ii.  p.  ii7-*-ia7.)' 

SI  NoViliffirta  civltasi  fiys  JiiftiA.  According  to  tht  Oriental 
traditions^  it  was  older  than  Abraham  or  3emiramra.  Jofeph.  An« 
tiq.  Jud.  1.  i.  c%  d,  ^  p.  24.  l9/f4it.  Havefcamp.  Jufthi.  ndtvi«  1. 
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fotmtains  of  that  delicious  (erfitory '%'  and  the  ufaal 
option  of  the  Mahometajfj.fWth,  of  tribute,  or  of 
war,  was  propofcd  to  flie;refdlute  citizens,  who  had 
been  lately  ftrengthencd  by  a  reinforceitifent  of  five 
-thoufand  Greeks,  .  In  the  decline  as  in  the  infancy 
of.  the  military  art,  an  hoftile  defiance  was  fre- 
quently, offered  and  accepted  by  the  generals  themr 
felves^^:  many  a  lance  was  ihivered  in  the  plain 
of  Damafcu^,  and  the  perfonal  prowefs  of  Caled 
was  fignalized  in  the  iirfl:  fally  of  the  befieged. 
'After  an  obftinate  combat»  he  had  overthrown  and 
made  prifoner  one  of  the  Chriftian  leaders,  a  (tout 
and  worthy  antagonift.  .  He  inftantly  mounted  a 
frefh  horfc,  the  gift  of  the  governor  of  Pahnyra, 
feind  paflied  ^foi^ards  to  the  front  oF  die  battle. 
*'  Repofe  yOurfelf  foA-  a  wioment,*'  faid  has  friend 
Detli-,'  "  and  permit  n>d.  to  fupply  your  place : 
•^you-  are  fatigued  with  ^fighting  with  this  dog." 
*'  O  Derar!"  replied  the  indefatigable  Saracen^ 
•*^  we  fhatt  reft  ih  ffeis  World  to  come*  Hfe  that  la- 
/.  «  boars  tb-day,  fhall  reft  to-morroW/*     WiA  the 

IMsAPUtf  MU  nuffuyi^*  kch  t^fw  wjcam^uc  Kct^i  wyu9  ay^^etj^x  icou%  vvrtir 
fjLUf  vXt^st,  koL\  yviq  sv^ofia.  viKoia-aiy  8tc»  Julian,  cpiit.  xxiv.  p.  39^. 
'ThcTe  rplcridid  epithets  art  occafiohed  by  the  iigs  of  Daihafcui,  of 
which  th?  author  fends  an  liundred  to  his  friend  Serapion,  and  this 
rhetorical  theme  is  inferted  by  Pctavius,  Spanheim,  &c.  (p.  390— 
.'39$.)  among  the  genuine  cpiftles  of  Julian.  How  could  they  over- 
look that  the  writer  is  an  inhabitant  of  Damafcus  (he  thrice  aflirms, 
<that.tl»i8  peculiar  fig  graws  only  ^^^^4  «^0»  a  city  wblch  Julian 
never  entered  or  approached  ? 

55  Voltatrc,  who  cafts  a  keen  and  lively  glance  over  the  furfacc  of 
hiftory,  has  been  ftruck  with  the  relbmblance  of  the  firft  Mofletns 
and  the  heroes  of  the  Iliad ;  the  fi<ge  of  Troy  and  that  of  Danafcus 
(Hilt,  Oencralc,  torn,  u  ^.34^.),' 

'        fame 
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fame  unabated  ardour,  Caled  anfwered,  encountered  ^  ^^  ^* 
and  vanquifhed  a  fecond  champion  ;  and  the  heads 
of  his  two  captives  who  rtfufed  to  abandon  their 
religion  were'  indignantly  hurled  into  the  riridft  of 
the  city.  The  event  of  fome  general  and  partiil 
aftions  reduced  the  Damafcenes  to  a  clofer  de- 
fence :  but  a  meffenger  whom  they  dropt  from  the 
walls^  returned  with  the  promife  of  ipeedy  and 
powerful  fuccour,  and  their  tumultuous-  joy  con- 
veyed the  intelligeiice  to  the  camp  of  the  Ariabs. 
'After  fome  debate  it  was  refolved  by  the  generals 
to  raife,  or  rather  to  fufpend,  the  liege  of  DamafcuSy 
till  they  had  given  battle  to  the  forces  of  the  em* 
peror.  In  the  retreat,  Caled  would  have  chofen 
the  more  perilous  ftation  of  the  rear-guard ;  he 
modeftly  yielded  to  the  wifhes  of  Abu  Obeidah. 
But  in  the  hour  of  danger  he  flew  to  the  refcue  of 
his  companion,  who  was  rudely  prefled  by  a  fally 
of  fix  thoufand  horfe  and  ten  thoiifand  foot,  and 
few  among  the  Chriftians  could  relate  at  Damafcui 
the  circumftances  of  their  defeat.  The  importance 
of  the  concert  required  the  junftion  of  the  Saracens 
who  were  difperled  on  the  frontiers  of  Syria  and 
Paleiline ;  and  I  fhall  tranfcribe  one  of  the  circu- 
lar mandates  which  was  addreflfed  to  Amrou  the 
future  conqueror  of  Egypt.  "  In  the  name  of  the 
^^  mofl  merciful  God:  from  Caled  to  Amrou, 
^*  <  health  and  happinefs.  Kjhow^  that  thy  brethren 
*^  the  Moflems  defign  to  march  to  Aiznadin, 
*'  where  there  is  an  army  of  feventy  thoufand 
•*  Greeks,  who  purpofe  to  come  againft  us,  that  ihef 
**  maji  i9Ctingui/h  the  light  of  God  with  their  mouths  ; 
^'  but  God  freferveth  his  ligjbt  in  fpite  of  the  irr 

C  c  a    '  ^^fdels. 
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**  fideh  **.  As  foon  therefore  as  this  letter  of  rfiinft 
**  fliall  be  delivered  to  thy  hands,  come  with 
^*  thofe  that  are  with  thee  to  Aiznadin,  where 
**  thou  fhalt  find  us  if  it  pleafe  the  moft  high 
•*  God.'*  The  fummons  were  cheerfully  obeyed, 
and  the  forty-five  thoufand  Moflems  who  met  on 
^he  fame  day, ,  on  the  fame  fpot,  afcribed  to  the 
bleffing  of  providence  the  effefts  of  their  adivity 
and  zeal. 
Battle  of  About  four  years  after  the  triumphs  of  the  Per- 
Aiznadin,  fian  war,  >he  repofe  of  Hcraclius  and  the  empire 
July  13.'^'  was  again  difturbed  by  a  new  enemy,  the  power  of 
whofe  religion  was  more  ftrongly  felt  than  it  was 
clearly  underftood  by  the  Chriftians  of  theEaft.  In 
his  palace,  of  Conilantinople  or  Antioch,  he  was 
awakened  by  the  invafion  of  Syria,  the  lofs  of  Bofra, 
and  the  danger  of  Damafcus.  An  army  of  feventy 
thoufand  veterans,  or  new  levies,  was  affemblcd 
at  Hems  or  Emefa,  under  the  command  of  his 
general  Werdan "  j  and  thefe  troops,  confifling 
^hiefly  of  cavalry,  might  be  indiflFerently  ftyled 
cither'  Syrians,  or  Creeks,  or  Romans :  Syrians^ 
from  the  place  of  their  birth  or  warfare ;  Greeks j 

"'5*  Thefe  words  tire  the  text  of  the  Koran,  c.  ix.  31.  Ixi.  S.  Like 
dif r  fanatics  of  the  laft  century^  the  Moflems,  on  every  familiar  or 
ioiportant  occaiion,  fpoke  the  language  of  tbeir  fcriptures  $  a  ilyle 
more  natural  in  their  mouths,  than  the  Hebrew  idiom  tranfplanted 
into  the  climate  and  dialed  of  Britain. 

57  The  name  of  Werdan  i*  unknown  to  Theophanes,  and,  though 
it  might  belong  to  an  Armenian  chief,  has  very  little  or  a  Greek 
afpedt  or  found.  If  the  Byzantine  hiftorians  have  mangled  the 
•riental  names,  the  Arabs,  in  this  inftance,  likewife  have  taken 
aiQple  revenge  on  their  enemies.  In  tranfpofing  the  Greek  chara^^ 
from  right  to  left,  might  they  not  produce,  fi-om  the  familiar 
appellation  of  ii«i/m&>_fomethmg  like  the  anagram  Wtrdan? 

'   ^  Z\  from 
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fiom  the  religion  and  -language  of  their  fovereign;  ^  HA  p. 
and  komansy  from  the  proud  appellation  which 
was  (lill  profaned  by  the  fucceflbrs  of  Conftantine, 
On  the  plain  of  Aiznadin,  as  Werdan  rode  on  a 
white  mule  decorated  with  gold  chains,  and  fur* 
rounded  with  enfigns  and  ftandards,  he  was  fur* ' 
prifed  by  the  near  approach  of  a  fierce  and  naked 
warrior,  who  had  undertaken  to  view  the  ftate  of ! 
the  enemy.     The  adventurous  valour  of  Derar  was 
infpired,  and  has  perhaps  been  adcnued,  by  the 
enthuiiafm  of  his  age  and  country.     The  hatred  of 
the   Chriftians,    the  love  of  fpoil,  and  the  con«' 
tempt  of  danger,  were  the  ruling  paffions  of  the' 
audacious  Saracen;    and  the  profpeft  of  inftant 
death  could  never  fhake  his  religious  confidence, 
or  ruffle  the  calmnefs  of  his  refolution,  01*  even 
fufpend  the  rank  and  martial  pleafantry  of  his 
humour.    In  the  moft  hopelefs  enterprifes,  he  was 
bold,  and  prudent,  and  fortunate :  after  innumerable 
hazards,  after  being  thrice  a  prifoner  in  the  hands  > 
of  the  infidels,  he  ftill  furvived  to  relate  the  at* 
chievements,  and  to  enjoy  the  rewards, ,  of  the 
Syrian  conqueft.     On  this  occafion,  his.fingle  lancet' 
maintained  a  flying  fight  againfl  thirty  Romans, 
who  were  detached  by  Werdan ;  and  after  killing 
or  unhorfing  feventeen  of  their  number,  Derar  re*^ 
turned  in  fafety  to  his  applauding  brethren*   When 
his  raflxnefs  was  mildly  cenfured  by  the  general,  he 
excufed  himfelf  with  the  fimplidty  of  a  foldien' 
"  Nay,'*  faid  Derar,  "  I  did  not  begm  firfl :  but* 
^  they  came  out  to  take  me,  and  I  was  afraid 
^^  that  God  fhould  fee  me  turn  my  back:   and 
^*  iadeed  I  fought  in  good  earnest  ^d  without 
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<<  doubt  God  affified  ine  ag^uuft  thpm }  and  bad  I 
**  not  been  apprehenfive  of  difobeying  your  or« 
^^ .  ders,  I  Ihould  not  havjc  come  av^ay  as  I  did  i 
^^  aad  I  perceive  already  that  they  will  fall  into 
**  our  hands.*'    In  the  pffefence  of  both  armie^  a 
▼enen^le  Gredc  advanced  from  the  ranks  with  a 
liberal  offer  of  peace  j   and  the  departure  of  the 
Saraceruk  would  have  been  purchafed  by  ^  gift  tq 
each  foldier,  of  a  turban^  a  robe,  and  a  piece  of 
gold;  ;ten  robes,  and  an  hundred  pieces  to  their 
liKlder ;  one  hundred  robes,  and  a  thoufand  pieces 
to  the  caliph.    A  fmile  of  indignation  ^xprefled 
thi  refufil  of  Calcd.    *1  Ye  Chriftian  dogs,  you 
**  know  your  option :  the  koran,  the-tribute,  op 
f*  the  fwordj    We  are  a  people  whofe  delight  i^ 
ff  in  war,  rather  than  in  peace ;  and  we  defpife 
f^  yotti?  I^^^l  alms,   fmce  we  fhall  be  fpeedily 
^  mailers  of  your  wealth,  your  femilies,  and  your 
f*  pcrfomr*     Notwithftandipg  this  apparent  dif- 
dain,  tic  w^  ^^^y  confcious  of  the  public  dan- 
ger :  thpfe  who  had  been  in  Perfia,  and  had  feen  the 
annieS- .  of  Chs^oes,  confeJScd  tha^  they  never  be- 
hdd  'a  moire  formidable  array.    From  the  fuperi- 
qrity  of  the  enemy,  the  artful  Saracen  derived  a 
Ircflbi  incoxtive  of  courage :  "  You  fee  before  you,** 
laid  he,   **  the  united  force  of  the  Romans,  you 
f^  cannot  hope  to  elcape,  but  yoii  -may  conquer 
"  Syria  in  a  (ingle  day.    The  event  depends  oi^ 
•^  your  difcipline  and  patience.     Referve  yourr 
**  fe^ves  till  the  evening*    It  was  in  the  evening 
"  that  die  prophet  was  accuftomed  to  vanquifli.** 
During  two  fucceffive  engagements,  his  temperate 
firmnefs  fuftaiiied  the  darts  of  the  ^nemy,  and  the 
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murmurs  of  his  troops:  At  length,  when  the  CHAP, 
ipirits  and  quivers  of  the  adrerfe  line  were  almoft 
cxhaufted,  Caled  gave  the  fignal  of  onfet  and  vic- 
tory. The  remaifis  of  the  Imperial  army  fled  to 
Antioch,  or  Csefarca,  or  Damafcus ;  and  the  death 
of  four  hundred  and  feventy  Moflems  was  com- 
penfated  by  the  opinion  that  they  had  fent  to  hell 
above  fifty  thoufand  of  the  infidels.  The  fpoil  was 
ineftimable  ;  many  banners  and  croffes  of  gold  and 
filver,  precious  ftoncs,  fihrer  and  gold  chains,  and 
innumerable  fuits  of  the  richeft  armour  and  ap- 
parel. The  general  diftribution  was'  poftppned 
till  Damafcus  Ihould  be  taken  ;  but  the  feafonable 
fupply  of  arms  became  the  inflrument  of  new 
vidories.  The  glorious  intelligence  was  tranfmit- 
ted  to  the  throne  of.  the  caliph,  and  the  Arabian 
tribes,  the  coldefl  or  moft  hoftile  to  the  prophet's 
miflion,  were  eager  and  importunate  to  fhare  the 
Iiatvefl  of  Syria. 

The  fad  tidings  were«carried  to  Damafcus  by  the  ThcArabs 
fpeed  of  grief  and  terror  j  and  the  inhabitants  be-  i>^mTfcu8* 
held  from  their  walls  the  return  of  the  heroes  of 
Aizi)a.dih,  Amrou  led  the  van  at  the  head  of  nine 
thouf^d  horfe:  the  bands  of  the  Saracens  fuq^ 
f  ceded  each  other  in  formidable  review ;  and  th« 
rear  was  clofed  by  Caled  in  perfon,  with  the  ftan- 
dard  'of  the  black  eagle,  To  the  a^ivity  of  Dcrar 
he  cntrufted  the  commiffion  of  patrolling  round  the 
city  with  two  thoqfand  horfe,  of  fcouring  the  plain, 
and  of  intercepting  all  fuccour  or.  intelligence. 
The  reft  of  U^e  Arabian  chiefs  were  fixed  in  their 
refpeftive  ftations  before  the  fevea  ^tes  of  Da- 
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^  ^Li  ^'  ^3ifcu8 ;  and  the  fiege  was  renewed  with  freih  vL^ 
gour  and  confidence.  The  art,  the  labour,  tho 
military  engines,  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans  are 
feldom  to  be  found  in  the  fimple,  though  fuccefs*i 
fol,  operations  of  the  Saracens:  it  was  fufficient 
for  them  to  inveft  a  city  with  arms,  rather  than 
with  trenches  }  to  repel  the  fallies  of  the  befieged ; 
to  attempt  a  ilratagem  or  fui  aifault ;  or  to  expe£t 
the  progrefs  of  famine  and  difcontent.  Damafcus 
would  have  acquiefc^ln  the  trial  of  Aiznadin,  as 
a  final  and  peremptc^y  fentence  between  the  em« 
peror*and  the  cajiph;  her  courage  w^is  rekindled 
by  the  example  and  authority  of  Thomas,  a  noble 
Greek,  illuftrious  in  a  private  condition  by  the  allit 
ance  of  Hers^clius  ^\  The.  tumult  apd  illumination 
pf  die  night  proclaimed  th^  d^fign  of  the  morning 
fally ;  and  the  Chrif):ian  hero,  who  affe^ed  to 
defpife  the  enthufiafm  of  the  Arab$,  employed  the 
refource  of  a  fimilar  fuperftition*  At  the  principal 
gate,  in  the  fight  of  both  armies,  a  lofty  crucifix 
was  ere£led ;  the  bifhop,  inth  his  clergy,  accom« 
panied  the  march,  and  laid  the  volume  gf  the  New 
Teftament  before  the  image  of  Jefus ;  and  the 
contending  parties  were  fcandalifed  or  edified  by  2^ 
prayer,  that  the  Son  of  God  wo\iId  defend  hi§  fer- 
vants  and  vindicate  his  truth.  The  battle  raged 
with     ^ixceffant    furyj    and    th^     dexterity    of 

5«  Vanity  prompted  the  Arabs  to  believe,  that  Thomas  was  the  foO' 
in-law  of  the  emperor.  We  know  the  children  of  UeracHus  by  b^ 
two  wives;  and  hi)  augufl  daughter WQuld  not  hare  married  in 
exile  at  Damafcus  (fee  Ducange,  Fam.  Byzantin.  p.  ii8,  ii9.)«  Had 
^le  beep  lefs  rcli|;ious,  I  might  only,  iiifpedl  the  legitimacy  of  the 

t 
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Thomas '',  an  incomparable  archer,  was  £ital  to  CHAP, 
the  boldeil  Saracens,  till  their  death  was  revenged 
by  a  female  heroine.  The  wife  of  Aban,  who  had 
followed  him  to  the  holy  war,  embraced  her  ex- 
piring hufband.  •*  Happy,'*  faid  fhe,  *'  happy 
**  art  thou,  my  dear;  thou  art  gone  to  thy 
^^  Lord  who  firfl  joined  ut  together,  and  then 
^^  parted  us  afunder.  I  will  revenge  thy  death, 
^^  and  endeavour  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power  to 
•♦  come  to  the  place  where  thou  art,  becaufel  love 
^^  thee.  Hoiceforth  ihall  no  man  ever  touch  me. 
*^  more,  for  I  have  dedicated  myfclf  to  the  fervice 
**  of  God."  Without  a  groan,  without  a  tear, 
ihe  wafhed  the  corpfe  of  her  huiband,  and  buried 
him  with  the  ufual  rites.  Then  grafping  the  manly 
weapons,  which  in  her  native  land  ihe  was  ac« 
cuitomed  to  wield,  the  intrepid  widow  of  Aban 
fought  the  place  where  his  murderer  fought  in 
the  thickeft  of  the  battle.  Her  firft  arrow  pierced 
the  h wd  of  his  ftandard<bearer ;  her  fecond 
wopnded  Thomas  in  the  eye;  and  the  fainting 
ChrifUans  no  longer  beheld  their  enfign  or  their 
leader*  Yet  the  g^erous  champion  of  Damafcus 
refufed  to  withdri^w.to  his  palage ;  his  wound  was 
drefied  on  the  rampart ;  the  fight  was  continued 
till  the  evening ;  and  the  Syrians  refted  on  their 
9xmSf  In  the  filence  of  the  night,  the  fignal  was 
given  by  a  ftroke  on  the  great  bell ;  the  gates 
were  thrown  open^  and  each  gate  difcharged  an 
impetuous  cplmnn  on  the  fleeping  camp  of  the 

»'A1  Wakidi  (Ockley,  p.  loi.)  fayf,  **  with  poifoned  arrows  j"  but 
thi«  ravage  invention  is  (b  repugnant  to  the  pradice  of  the  Greekij 
and  Romans,  that  I  mui^  fufpe^i  on  tius  oCQalion;^  the  malevolent 
QC^ultty  of  the  $araQcnt« 

Saracem. 
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^*  LL  ^'  Sara<ren6.  Caled  was  the  firft  in  arms ;  at  the  head^ 
of  four  hundred  horfe  he  flew  to  the  poft  of  danger, 
and  the  tears  trickled  down  his  iron  cheeks,  as  he 
uttered  a  fervent  ejaculation;  "  O  God !  who  never 
"  fleepeft,  look  upon  thy  fervants,  and  do  not 
**  deliver  them  into  the  hands  of  then-  enemies/' 
•  The  valour  and  viftory  of  Thomas  were  arrefted 
by  the  prefence  of  the  ftvord  of  God;  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  peril,  the  Moflems  recovered 
their  ranks,  and  charged  the  aflailants  in  the  flank 
and  rear.  After  the  lofs  of  thoufands,  the  Chriftian' 
general  retreated  with  a  figh  of  defpair,  and  the 
purfuit  of  the  Saracens  was  checked  by  the  military 
engines  of  the  rampart; 

uKy'*       "^^^^  ^  ^^^^^  ^^  feventy  days '^,  the  patience, 

ftorm  and    and  pcrhaps  the  provifiohs,  of  the  Damafcenes 

tkUI,  a!d.  were  exhaufted ;  and  the  bravefl:  of  their  chiefs 

^34.  fubmitted  to  the  hard  diftates  of  neceflity.     In 

the  occurrences  df  peace  -and  war,  they  had  been 

taught  to  dread  the  fierccncfs  of  Galed,  and  to  re? 

v€re  the  mild  virtues  of  Abu'Obeidah,      At  the 

hour -of  midnight,  one  hundred:  chrfen  deputies  of 

tht  clergy  and  people  were  intrdduced  to  the  tent 

of  that  venerable  commander.    He  reccaved  an4 

•  "  .       J   .  -.    ". v.. 

.  ^  Abulfioda  aHows  oaIj  fe^nty  days  for  tbe..iie|;fi  of  Oamafibu; 
(Anijal.  Mofl^m,  ;p.  67.  verf.  Reiike)^  but  Elmacih,  whp  mentions 
this  opinio^',  proTongs  the  term  to  iix  thonthd;  and  nqtiee^  the 
'  ttfe  of  ba/ifii^  b'fthc  Stiraceiis  (Wit.  Sanraen.  p,  %y  i%.)i  Even  tbift 
l|)9lger,peri«d'i$  inruffidcot  tp  ^  the  iateryal  betweeo  the  battle  <tf 
'AiJtoaclin(July,  A.  D.  63  3)  and  theacceflion  of  Omar  (24  July,,  A.D. 
^34))  to  whefe  reign  the  coDqueft  of 't>amafct»  Is  iiiiknimctofl^  a» 
fcribed  ( Al  Wakidi,  apud OcWey,  voUi.  p^  1x5.  AbulpharagiuSyDy- 
naft.  p  I  izi  verf.  Poeock).  Terh^ps^'  as  in  the  Trojai^ivar,  ktt  ope- 
fatloh;  were  interrupted  hy  excarfi<»is  aod  det.achaients»  till  the 
iaft  feventy  days  of  the  (i€g« .    .  , 


OF  1HE  ROWTAN  EMPIRE.  395 

difjni0Vfd  them  *rith  courtefy.     They  returned  with    ^  ^^^^ 
a  written  agreement,  on  the  faith  of  a  cgmpanion 
of  Mahomet,   that    ali    hoiUlixies    (houkl  ceafe; 
thatthe  voluntary  emigrants  might  depart  in  fafety, 
with  as  much  as  they  could  carry  away  of  their 
efieSs ;  and  that  the  tributary  fubjefts  of  the  caliph 
iSiouid   enjoy   their   lands   and  houfe^,  with  the 
ufe  and  poffeffion  of  feven  churches.      On  thefc 
terms,  th«  mod  refpectable  hoftages,  and  the  gate 
lieareit  to  his  camp,  were  delivered  into  his  hands ; 
his  foldicrs  imitated  the  moderation  of  their  chief; 
and  he  enjoyed  the  fubmiilive  gratitude  of  a  people 
whom  he  had  refcucd  from  deftrudion.     But  the 
fucceis  of  the  treaty  had  relaxed  their  vigilance^ 
and  in  the  fame  moment  the  oppofite  quarter  of 
the  city  was  betrayed  and  taken  by  afiault. '  A 
party  of  an  hundred  Arabs  had  opened  the  eaftern 
gate  to  a  more  inexorable  foe*     "  No   quarter," 
cried  the  rapacious  and  fang\unatry   Caled,   "  no 
*^  quarter  to  the  enemies  of  the  Lord :"  l^is  trumpets 
ibunded,  and  a  torrent  of  Chriflian  bipod  was 
poured  down  the  ftreets  of  Damafcus.     When  he 
reached  the  church  of  St.  Mary,  he  was  aftonifhed 
^Oid  provoked  by  the  peaceful  afped  hi  his  com- 
panions :  their  fwords  were  in  the  :fdabhard,  and 
they  were  furrounded  by  a  multitude  of  priefU  and. 
monks.      Abu    Obeidah    faluted    die    general ; 
^  God,'*  faid  he,  "  has  delivered  the  dty  into  my 
*>  hands  by  way  of  furrender,  and  has  &v6d  the 
i^  believers  the  trouble  of  fighting."    ^*  And  am.-^ 
?*  /  not,"   replied    the    indignant  Caled,   "  am  / 
f  *  not  the  Heiltenant  of  the  commander  of  the  faith- 
V  ful  ?  Have  I  not  taken  the  city  by  ftorm  ?  Tht 

**  tmbe- 
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c  H^A  P.  M  unbelievers  fhall  pcrifh  by  the  fword.  Fall  on/' 
The  hungry  and  cruel  Arabs  would  have  obeyed 
die  welcome  command :  and  Damafcus  was  loil^  if' 
the  benevolence  of  Abu  Obeidah  had  not  been  fup- 
ported  by  a  decent  and  dignified  firmnefs.  Throw- 
ing himfelf  between  the  trembling  citizens  and  the 
mod  eager  of  the  Barbarians,  he  adjured  them  by 
the  holy  name  of  God,  to  refpeft  his  promife,  to 
fufpend  their  fury,  and  to  wait  the  determination 
of  their  chiefs.  The  chiefs  retired  into  the  church 
of  St.  Mary  j  and  after  a  vehement  debate,  Caled 
fubmitted  in  fome  meafurje  to  the  reafon  and  au* 
thority  of  his  colleague ;  who  urged  the  fandity 
of  a  covenant,  the  advantage  as  well  as  the  honour 
which  theMoflems  would  derive  from  the  pundual 
performance  of  their  word,  and  the  obftinate  refift- 
ance  which  they  muft  encounter  from  the  diftrufl 
and  defpair  of  the  reft  of  the  Syrian  cities.  It  was, 
agreed  that  the  fword  ihould  be  fheathed,  that  the 
part  of  Damafcus  which  had  furrendered  to  Abu 
Obeidah,  fliould  be' immediately  entitled  to  thebe- 
nefit  of  his  capitulation,  and  that  the  final  decifion. 
ihould  be  referred  to  the  juftice  and  wifdom  of  the 
caliph  *\  A  large  majority  of  the  people  accepted 
the  terms  of  :tokration  and  tribute;  and  .Damaf« 
cu$  is  ftill  peopled  by  twenty  thoufand  Chriftians. 
But  the, valiant  Thomas,  and  tiie  free-bom  pa- 
triots who  had  fought  under  his  banner,  embraced 
the  alternative  of  poverty  and  exile*  In  the  adja- 
cent meadow,  a  numerous  encampment  was  form- 

^«  It  appears  from  Abulfeda  (p.  125,)  and  Elmacin  (p.  32.),  that 
this  diftindtioQ  of  the  two  parts  of  Damafcus  was  long  remembered» 
though  not  always  refpedted,  by  the  Mahometan  fovcrcijps.  Sc^ 
Jjkewife  £qtychiu3*(Amial.  torn.  ii.  p.  373,  380,  383.)* 

'  cd 
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cd  of  priefts  aind  laymen,  of  foldicrs  and  citizenSp  C  HA  p. 
of  women  and  children :  they  colle^d,  withhafte 
and  terror,  their  moft  precious  moveables ;  and 
abandoned,  with  io«d  lamentations  or  filent  an- 
guifh,  their  nadvie.  homes,  and  the  pleafant  banks 
of  the  Pharphar.  The  inflexible  foul  of  Caled 
was  not  touched  by  the  fpefkacle  of  their  diftrefs : 
he  difputed  with  the  Damafcencs  the  property  of  a 
magazine  of  com ;  endeavoured  to  exclude  the 
garrifon  from  the  benefit  of  the  treaty ;  confent- 
ed,  with  reluctance,  that  each  of  the  fugitives  fliould 
arm  liimfelf  with  a  fword,  or  a  Jance,  or  a  b  )w ; 
and  ftefnly  declared,  that,  after  a  refpite  of  three 
days,  they  might  be  purfued  and  treated  as  the 
enemies  of  the  Moflems. 

The  paffion  of  a  Syrian  youth,  completed  the  Purfuit  of 
ruin  of  the  exiles  of  Damafcus,  A  nobleman  of  fcenesl"^" 
the  city,  of  the  name  of  Jonas  ^*,  was  betrothed 
to  a  wealthy  maiden ;  but  her  parents  delayed  the 
confummation  of  his  nuptials,  and  their  daughter 
wa^  perfuaded  to  efcapc  with  the  man  whom  flie 
had  chofen.  They  corrupted  the  nightly  watch- 
men of  the  gate  Keifan :  the  lover,  who  led  the 
way^  was  encompaffed  by  a  fquadron  of  Arabs*: 
but  his  exclamation  in  the  Greek  tongue,  "  the 

**  On  the  fat^  of  thefe  lovers,  whom  he  names  Phocyas  and  Eudo- 
cia^  Mr.  Hughes  has  built  the  liege  of  Danaafcu>,  one  of  oUr  moft 
popular  triagedies,  and  which  polfefles  the  rare  merit  of  blend  ng  na- 
ture and  biftorf^  the  manners  of  the  times  and  the  feelings  of  the 
heart.  The  foolilh 'delicacy  of  the  players  compelled  hin^  to  ibfttfn 
the  guilt  of  the  haro  ami  the  defpair  of  the  beroifie.  Inftead  ot  a' 
bale  renegadOy  Phocyas  fcrves  the  Arabs  as  an  honourable  ally;  in-* 
ftead  of  prompting  their  purfuit,  he  flies  to  the  fuccoinr  of  his  coun- 
trymen, and  after  killing  Caled  and  Derar,  is  himfelf  mertaiiy 
wounded*  and  ezpire«. in  the  prefence  of  Eudocia ,  who  profelfes  her 
i;cib)utioA  to  take  the  veil  at  Conftantinople.    A  frigid  cataflrophe ! 

«  bird 
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c  HA  P,  ic  bird    ij    taken/*   admoniflied    his    miftrcfs  » 
hafter  her  return.     In  the  prefence  of  Caled,  and 
of  death,  the  unfortunate  Jonas  profefled  his  be^ 
Kef  in  one  God,  and  his  apoftle  Mahomet;  and 
continued,  till  the  feafon  of  Ms   martyrdom,  to 
difcharge  the  duties  of  a  brave  and  fincere  MufuU 
man.    When  the  city  was  taken,  he  flew  to  the 
monaftery,  where  Eudocia  had  taken  refuge ;  but 
the  lover  was. forgotten ;  the  apoftate  was  fcomed ; 
fhe  prfeferred  her  religion  to  her  country ;  and  the 
juftice  of  Caled,  though  deaf  to  mercy,  refufed  to 
detain  by  force  a  male  or  female  inhabitant  oT  Da- 
mafcus.     Four  days  was  the  general  confined  to 
the  city  by  the  obligation  of  the  treaty,  and  the 
urgent  cares  of  his  new  conqueft.     His  appetite 
for  blood  and  rapine  would  have  been  extinguifhed 
by  the  hopelefs  computation  of  time  and  diftance'; 
but  he  liftened  to  the  importunities  of  Jonas,  who 
alTured  him  that  the  weary  fugitives  might  yet  be 
overtaken-.     At  the  head  of  four  thoufand  horfe, 
in  the  difguife  of  Chriftian  Arabs,   Caled  under* 
took  the  purfuit.     They  halted  only  for  the  mo- 
ments  of  prayer;    and  the  guide  had  a  perfeft 
knowledge  of  the  country.     For  a  long  way  the 
footfieps  of  the  Damafccnes  were  plain  -and  con- 
fpicuous :  they  vanifhed  on  a  fudden ;  but  the  Sa- 
racens were  .comforted  by  the  aflurance  that  the  ca-* 
ravan  had  turned  aiide  into  the  mountains,  and 
muft  fpeedily  fall  into  their  hands.  '  In  traverfing 
the  ridges  of  the  Libanus,  they  endured  intolerable 
.  hardlhips,  and  the  finking  fpirits  of  the  veteran 
£matics  were  fupported  and  cheered  by  the  uncon* 
querable  ardour  of  a  lover.    From  a  peafant  of  the 

country, 
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couittiy,  they  wre  infeciaed  -that  the  cmperdt  hid  ^  ^^  ^- 
Sent  orders  to  the  colony  of  exilet,  to  purTue  ^ith^ 
out  delay  the  road  of  the  leat-ooaft^  md  of  Coi^ 
ftantinople;  apprehenfive,  perhaps,  tb«t  fh^*  £o\f 
diers  and  pec^le  of  AiUx&ch .  ittight  he  difcoUr^geol 
by  the  light  and  the  ftory  of  th^ir  fufferingt^  Xhil 
Saracens  were  conduced  thitough  the  t&ttitp^  iof 
Cabala  ^^  ahd  Laodicea,  at  a  cai^ous  di(Unce  from 
the  walls  of  the  dties  $  the  rai«  waft  Ino^f&nt,  ti^f 
night  was  dark»  a  fmgle  tnomkCain  feparate4  tj^^ 
from  the  Roman  army;  atid:Caled»  ever: a&iipM 
for  the  Mety  of  his  brc^hreo^  whifpered  an  ominoQi 
dream  in  the  edr  of  his  companion.  With  ;the 
dawn  of  day^  the  profped:  agasi  cleared,  and  they 
faw  before  them»  in  a  plefi(fant  v^Uey^  the  tentf  of 
Damafcus.  After  a  ihort  inti^rval  of  repofe  and 
prayer^  Caled  divided  his  cavalry  into  four  fquar^ 
drons,  conunitting  the  firft  to  hiB  faithful  Detar^ 
and  referving  the  laft  for  himfelf.  They  iueceffivcj; 
ly  ruflied  on  Ae  promiftttoua  ittultitude^  inAiiSci- 
ently  provided  with  arms,  and  already  Vanquiftied 
by  forrow  and  fatigue.  Except  a  captive  who  was 
pardoned  and  difmiffi^  the  Arabs  enjoyed  the 
fatis&&ion  of  fadieving  that  not  a  Ghriftian  of  either 
fex  efcaped  the  edge  of  their  ftyoietars.  Th<i^dld 
and  filver  of  Dama&us  wat  fcattered  over;  ^ 
camp^  and  a  royal  wardrobe  of  thtee  hundred  k^ 

^i  The  tovms  of  Gabala  and  Laodicea»  which  the  Arabs  paffed^ 
ftUlcxift  in  a^ate  of  decay  (Maundrell^  P^.Oy  Z2*  Pooock»  vol.  ii. 
jv  t^.).  Sad  not  the  Chriftiaas  been  overtaken,  they  muO;  havecroiled 
^e  OrontCB  on  fome  bridge  in  the  Sixteen  miles  between  Antioch 
and  the  fea»and  might  have  rejoined  the  highroad  of  Conftai^naple 
•at  Aleiandria.  The  itineraries  will  reprefcnt  the  dirccftions  and 
42ft«nces  (p.  146. 148.  jSi,  58a.  edit.  Weflcling). 

Of 
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^  'lJ  ^*  ^^  ^'^  xttiglit  clolbe  an  army  of  naked  Barbafkii& 
r  r-,-  _j  In  the  tumult  of  the  battle,  Jonas  fought  and 
feund  the  objed  of  hia  purfuit ;  but  her  refentment 
was  inflamed  by  the  laft  ad  of  his  perfidy ;  and, 
as  Eudocia  (hruggled  in  his  hateful  embraces,  fhe 
ftruck  a  dagger  to  h^r  heart.  Another  female,  the 
^dow  of  Thomas,  and  the  real  or  fuppofed  daughter 
of  Heraclius,  was  fpared  and  reieafed  \vithout  a 
ranfom :  but  the  g^erofity  of  Cakd  was  the  effed 
of  hia  contempt ;  and  the  haughty  Saracen  infult- 
ed,  by  a  meffitge  of  defiance,  the  throne  of  the 
Csefars.  Caled  had  penetrated  above  an  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  into  the  heart  of  the  Roman  pro* 
▼ince:  he  returned  to  Damafcus  with  the  fame 
fecrecy  and  fpeed.  On  the  accefiion  of  Omar, 
the/iuord  of  God  was  removed  from  the  command ; 
but  the  caliph,  who  blamed  the  raihnefs,  was  com* 
pelled  to  applaud  the  vigour  and  cbndud,  of  the 
enterprife. 
^1*  of  Another  expedition  of  the  conquerors  of  Da- 

inafcus  will  equally  difplay  their  avidity  and  their 
contempt  for  die  riches  of  the  prefent  world.    They 
wete  informed  that  the  produce  and  manufadures 
*^  of  the  country  were  annually  coUeded  in  the  fair 

of  Abyla  %  about  thirty  miles  from  the  city ;  that 
die  cell  of  a  devout  hermit  was  vifited  at  the  fame 
time  by  a  multitude  of  pilgrims;  and  that  the 
feftival  of  trade  and  fuperflition  would  be  ennobled 

^  Dair  Abil  KdSt.  After  retrenching  the  laft  wori,  tbc  cpithcf * 
holy^  1  difcover  the  Abila  of  Lyfantas  between  Damafctis  and  fieltO' 
polls :  the  name  {Abil  fignifies  a  vineyard)  concurs  with  the  fituatioii 
to  iuftify  my  conjefture  (Reland«  Pakftin.  torn.  i.  p.  Ul'^  torn.  \u 

by 
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by  the  nuptials  of  the  daughter  of  the  governor  of  CHAP. 
Tripoli.  Abdallah,  the  fon  of  Jaafar,  a  glorious 
and  holy  martyr,  undertook,  with  a  banner  of  five 
hundred  horfe,  the  pious  and  profitable  commiilion 
of  defpoiling  the  infidels.  As  he  approached  the 
fair  of  Abyla,  he  was  aftoniihed  by  the  report  of 
the  mighty  concourfe  of  Jews  and  Chriftians, 
Greeks  and  Armenians,  of  natives  of  Syria  and  of 
ftrangers  of  Egypt,  to  the  number  of  ten  thoufand, 
befides  a  guard  of  five  thoufand  horfe  that  at- 
tended the  perfon'  of  the  bride.  Thie  Saracens 
paufed:  "  For  my  own  part,"  faid  Abdallah, 
I  dare  not  go  back:  our  foes  are  many,  our 
danger  is  great,  but  our  reward  is  fplendid  and 
*'  fecure,  either  in  this  life  or  in  the  life  to  come. 
**  Let  every  man,  according  to  his  inclination, 
•*  advance  or  retire,**  Not  a  Mufulman  deferted 
his  ftandard.  "  Lead  the  way,**  faid  Abdallah  to 
his  Chriftian  guide,  "  and  you  fliaU  fee  what  the 
*'  companions  of  the  prophet  can  perform/*  They 
charged  in  five  fquadrons;  but  after  the  firft  ad- 
vantage of  the  furprife  they  were  encompaffed  and 
almoft  overwhelmed  by  the  multitude  of  their  ene* 
mies ;  and  their  valiant  band  is  fancifully  com* 
pared  to  a  white  fpot  in^the  fkin  of  a  black 
camel  ^^  About  the  hour  of  funfet,  when  their 
weapons  dropped  from  their  hands,  when  they 
panted  on  the  vei;ge  of  eternity,  they  difcovered 
an  approaching  cloud  of  duft,  they  heard  the  wel- 

65  I  am  bolder  than  Mr.  Ocklcy  (vol  i.  p.  i64..)>  who  dares  not 
ipfert  this  figurative  expreffion  in  the  text,  though  he  obfcrves  in  a 
marginal  note,  that  the  Arabians  often  borrow  their  fimiJes  from 
that  ufeful  and  familiar  animal.  The  rein  deer  may  be  equally  fsi 
inous  in  the  fongs  of  the  Laplanders. 

Vox-,  IXt  D  d  come 
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come  round  of  the  tecbir^%  and  they  fooft  pcf- 
ceived  the  ftandard  df  Caledj  who  flew  to  their 
relief  with  the  utmofl  fpeed  of  his  cavalry.  The 
Chriftians  were  broken  by' his  attack,  and  flaugh- 
tered  in  their  flight  ^  far  as  the  river  of  Tripoli, 
They  left  behind  them  the  various  riches  of  the 
fair ;  the  ihetchandifes  that  were  expofcd  for  fale, 
the  money  that  was  brought  for  purchafe,  the  gay 
decoratiotis  of  the  nuptials,  and  the  governor's 
daughter,  ^th  forty  of  her  female  attendants. 
The  fruits,  provifions,  ind  ftirmture,  the -money, 
plate,  and  jewels,  were  diligently  laden  on  *thc 
backs  of  horfes,  affes,  arid  mules ;  and  the  holy 
robbers  returned  in  triumph  to  Damafcus,  The 
hermit,  after  a  fhort  and  angry  controverfy  with 
Caled,  declined  the  crown  of  martyrdom,  and  was 
left  alive  in  the  folitary  fcene  of  blood  and  de- 
vaftation, 
gcgcs  of  Syria  ^^,  one  of  the  countries  that  have  been 
andEmc.  improved  by  the  mofl  early  cultivation,  is  not 
a!d.63«    unworthy  of  the  preference"*     The  heat  of  the 

climate 

^  We  heard  the  tecBir }  fo  the  Arabs  call 

T^eir  fhout  of  onfet,  When  with  loud  appeal 
They  challenge  heaven,  as  if  demanding  conqueft. 
This  word,  fo  formidable  in  tfcdr  holy  wars,  is  a  verb  active  (fays 
Ocklty  in  his  index)  of  the  feco^d  conjngatidn,  fronv  KaUBrat 
which  (igpifi^s  faying  Aila  Acbar,  God  is  mod  mighty  i 

*7  In  the  geography  of  Abulfeda,  the  dcfcriptron  of  SyriJf,  his 
native  country,  is  the  moft  interfiling  and  authentic  portion.  It 
was  publiihed  in  Arabic  and  LatiB,  X.ipfiset  2766,  in  quarto,  with 
the  learned  notes  of  Kochler  artd  Reifke,  and  fome  extraAs  of  geo- 
graphy and  natural  hiftory  from  Ibn  Ol  Wardii.  Among  the  mo- 
dern travels,  Pocock's  defcription  of  the  Eaft  (of  Syria  and  Me- 
fopotamia,  vol.  ii.  p.  88—209.)  is  a  work  of  fuperior  learning  and 
dignity  y  but  the  author  too  often  confounds  what  he  had  fcen  and 
what  he  had  read. 

68  The  praifes  of  Dionyfius  arc  juft  and  lively.  Kat  npr puir  (Syria) 
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climate  is  tempered  by  the  vicinity  of  the  fea  and  CHAP. 
mountains,  by  the  pleiity  of  wood  and  water ;  and 
the  produce  of  a  fertile  fdil  affords  the  fubfiftence, 
and  encourages  the  propagiition)  of  m^n  and  ani"- 
mak.  Froni  the  age  of  David  to  thSit  of  Hera* 
clius^  the  coimtry  was  overfpread  with  ancient  and 
flourifhing  iides :  the  Inhabitants  were  numerous 
and  wealthy;  and,  after  the  flow  ravage  of  de* 
fpotifm  and  fuperftition,  after  the  recent  cala^ 
mities  of  the  Perfian  war,  Syria  could  ftill  attrafl: 
and  reward  the  rapacious  tribes  of  the  defert.  A 
plain,  of  ten  days  journey,  from  Damafcus  to 
Aleppo  and  Anti6ch,  is  watered,  on  the  wcftem 
fide,  by  th'd  winding  courfe  of  the  Orontes.  The 
hills  of  Libanus  and  Anti-Libanus  are  planted 
from  north  to  fouth^  between  the  Orontes  and 
the  Mediterranean,  and  the  epithet  of  hollow 
(Ccelefyria).  was  implied  to  a  long  and  fruitful 
valley,  which  is  confined  in  the  fame  direftion  by 
the  two  ridges  of  fhowy  mountains  ^^.  Among 
the  cities,  which  are  enumerated  by  Greek  and 
Oriental  names  in  the  geography  and  conquefl  of 
Syria,  we  may  difUnguiih  Emefa  or  Hems,  He- 

VA^M  Ti  «ai  oX/?iOi  ay^ptq  txi'^ffif  (in  Pericgcfi,  V.  90*.  in  torn.  iir. 

Geograph.  Minor.  Hudfon>    In  another  place  he  ftyles  the  country 

veXtHrro^i*  «H«y  (v.  898.)*    He  proceeds  to  fay, 

n««^  ^f  rot  XMr»^  Ti  ««i  -ivffok^  iVXero  xi^fii 

M-»XdEr  TI  ^tfpspanai  xdet  ^sif^fsfft  iCKfVot  ut^uu  ▼•  9*'>  9**» 

This  poetical  geographer  lived  in  the  age  of  Augufttis,  and  his  de* 
fcription  of  the  world  is  illuftrated  by  the  Greek  commentary  of 
Euftathius,  who  paid  the  fame  compliment  to  Homer  and  Diony- 
fius  (Fabric*  Bibliot.  Graec.  1.  iv.  c.  2.  torn.  iii.  p.  »i,  &c.). 

^  The  topography  of  the  Lfbarius  and  Anti-Libanus  is  excellent- 
ly defcribed  by  the  learning  and  fenfe  of  Reland  (Paleftin.  torn.  i. 
p.  311— 316. }•  "*     '"''"' 

D  d  2  Uopolis 
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^  ^^  P-  liopolis  or  BaalbeCy  the  former  as  the  metropolis 
of  the  plain,  the  latter  as  the  capital  of  the  valley. 
Under  the  laft  of  the  Caefars,  they  were  ftrong 
and  populous:  the  turrets  glittered  from  afar: 
an  ample  fpace  was  covered  with  public  and  pri- 
vate buildings;  and  the  citizens  were  illuflrious 
by  their  fpirit,  or  at  leaft  by  their  pride  j  by  their 
riches,  or  at  leaft  by  their  luxury.  In  the  days 
of  paganifm,  both  Emefa  and  Heliopolis  were 
addided  to  the  worfhip  of  Baal,  or  the  fun; 
but  the  decline  of  their  fuperfUtion  and  fplendour 
has  been  marked  by  a  fmgular  variety  of  fortune. 
Not  a  vefUge  remains  of  the  teniple  of  £me&, 
^  which  was  equalled  in  poetic  flyle  to  the  fummits 
of  mount  Libanus  ^%  while  the  ruins  of  Baalbec, 
invifible  to  the  writers  of  antiquity,  excite  the 
curiofity  and  wonder  of  the  European  traveller  ^\ 
The  meafure  of  the  temple  is  two  hundred  feet  \j\ 

7*  — Emefae  faftigia  celfa  renident 

Nam  diifufa  folo  latus  explicat  \  ac  fubit  auras 

Turribus  in  calum  nitentibus :  iocala  Claris 

Cor  ftucliis  acuit  .  .  •  .  . 

Denique  flammicomo  devoti  peAora  foli 

Vitam  agitant.    Libanus  frondofa  cacumina  target, 

£t  tamen  bis  certant  celfi  faftigia  ttmpli. 

Thefe  verfes  of  the  Latin  verfion  of  Rufus  Avienus  are  wanting  in 
the  Greek  original  of  Dionyfius  \  and  fincc  they  are  likcwift  unno- 
ticed by  EuflathiUs,  I  mud,  with  Fabrtcius  (Bibliot.  Latin,  tom.itt. 
p.  15  3.  edit.  Ernefti),  and  againft  Salmafius  (ad  Vopifciun^  p.  3669 
367.  in  Hift.  Augi|ft.),  afcribe  them  to  the  fancy  rather  tban  the 
MSS.  of  Avienus* 

71  I  am  muQh  better  fatisfied  with  MaundrelVs  flight  odavo 
(Journey,  p.  134— 939«)>  than  with  the  pompous  folio  of  Dodtor  Po- 
cock  (Defeription  of  the  Ea(l,  vol.  ii.  p.  jo6— 113.) ;  but  every  pre- 
ceding account  is  eclipfedby  tlie  magnificent  defcription  and  draw- 
ings q{  M.  M.  Dawkins  ai^d  Wood,  who  have  tranfported  into 
England  the  ryins  of  Palmyra  and  BaalbeCt 

length, 
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length,  and  one  hundred  in  breadth :  the  front  is  ^  ^  ^- 
adorned  with  a  double  portico  of  eight  columns ; 
fourteen  may  be  counted  on  either  fide ;  and  each 
column,  forty-five  feet  in  height,  is  compofed  of 
three  mafly  blocks  of  ftone  or  marble.    The  pro- 
portions and  ornaments  of  the  Corinthian  order  ex- 
prefs  the  architedure  of  the  Greeks ;  but  as  Baalbec 
has  never  been  the  feat  of  a  monarch,  we  are  at  a  lofs 
to  conceive  how  the  expence  of  thefe  magnificent 
ftruftures  could  be  fupplied  by  private  or  muni- 
cipal Uberality  ^*.    From  the  conqueft  of  Damafcus 
the  Saracens  proceeded  to  Heliopolis  and  Emefa : 
but  I  fhall  decline  the  repetition  of  the  fallies  and 
combats  which  have  been  already  fhewn  on  a  largef 
fcale.    In  the  profecution  of  the  war,  their  policy 
was  not  lefs  effedual  than  their  fword.     By  fhort 
and  feparate  truces  they  diflblved  the  union  of  the 
enemy;  accuftomed  the  Syrians  to  compare  their 
frienddiip  with  their  enmity ;  familiarifed  the  idea 
of  th^ir  language,  religion,  and  manners ;    and 
exhaufted,  by  clandeftine  purchafe,  the  magazines 
and  arfenals  of  the  cities  which  they  returned  to 
befiege.     They  aggravated    the    ranfom    of  the 
more  wealthy,  or  the  more  obftinate ;   and  Chalcis 
alone  was  taxed  at  five  thoufand  ounces  of  gold, 
five  thoufand  ounces  of  filver,  two  thoufand  robes 
of  filk,  and  as  many  figs  and  olives  as  would  load 

71  The  Orientals  explain  the  prodigy  by  a  never- failing  expedient. 
The  edifices  of  fiaalbec  werd  conllru^ed  by  the  fairies  or  the  genii 
(Hift.  de  Tiihour  Be<I,  torn.  iii.  1.  v.  c.  23.  p.  S^i,  jia.  Voyage 
d'Otter,  torn,  i^  p,  83.)*  With  Icfs  abfurdity^  but  with  equal  igno- 
rance, Abulfeda  and  IbnChaukel  afcribe  them  to  the  Sabaeans  or  Aa- 
dites.  Non  funt  in  omni  Syria  aedificia  magnificentiora  his  (TabuU 
£yriae,  p.  103  *}• 

D  d  3  five 
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CHAP,  j&ve  thoufand  affcs.  But  the  terms  of  truce  or 
^''  capitulation  WT^  faithfully  obferved ;  and  the  lieu- 
tenant of  the  caliph,  who  had  promifcd  not  to  enter 
the  walls  of  the  captive  Baalbec,  remained  tiranquU 
and  immoveable  in  his  tent  till  the  jarring  faftipns 
folicited  the  interpofitio©  of  a  foreign  matter,  Th^ 
conqueft  of  the  plain  and  vjdley  of  Syria  was  at- 
chiavcd  in  lefs  than  two  years.  Yet  the  com- 
mander of  the  faithful  reproved  the  flownefg  of 
their  progrefs,  and  the  Saracens,  bewailing  their 
fault  with  tears  of  rage  and  repentance,  called 
aloud  on  their  chiefs  to  lead  them  forth  to  fight 
the  battles  of  the  Lord*  In  a  recent  aftion,  un- 
der the  walls  of  Emefa,  an  Arabian  yputhf  the 
coufm  of  Caled,  was  heard  aloud  to  exclaim* 
"  Methinks  I  fee  the  black-eyed  girlg  looking 
^^  upon  me  J  one  of  whom,  fhould  (he  appear 
^^ .  in  this  world,  all  mankind  would  die  for  love 
^^  of  her.  And  I  fee  in  the  ha^d  of  one  of  them, 
^'  an  handkerchief  of  green  filk,  and  a  cap  of 
^'  precious  ftones,  and  ihe  beckons  me,  and  caU$ 
"  out,  come  hither  quickly,  for  I  love  thee.'* 
With  thefe  wprds,  clwging  the  Chriftians,  he 
made  havock  wherever  he  went,  till,  obferved  at 
length  by  the  governor  of  Hems,  he  wj^  flrutk 
through  with  a  javelin. 

Battle  of        I^  ^^*  mcurobcnt  on  the  Saracen*  to  exert  the 

Ye^^*^'     full  powers  of  their  valour  and  enthufiafm  againft 

Novcm-  '  the  forces   of  the   emperor,  who  was  taught  by 

^^^'  repeated  loffes,  that  the  rovers  of  the  defert  had 

undertaken,  and  would  fpeedily  atchieve,  a  regular 

and  permanent  conqueft.     From  the  provinces  of 

Europe  and  Afia,  fourfcore  thoufand  foldiers  were 

tranf- 
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tranfported  by  &a  and  land  to  Antbch  and  Cs>  ^^f  ^* 
farea :  the  light  troops  of  die  army  confided  of 
fixty  thoufiuid  Chriftian  Arabs  c^  the  tribe  of 
Gafiim.  i  Under  the  banner  of  Jabdah,  the  laft  of 
dieir  princes,  they  marched  in  the  van;  and  it 
was  a  maxim  of  the  Greeks,  that,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  cutdng  diamond,  a  diimiond  was  the  moft 
efiedual.  Heraclius  withheld  his  pcrfbn  from  the 
dangers  of  liie  field ;  but  his  prefumption,  or  per- 
haps his  defpondency,  fuggefted  a  peremptory 
order,  that  the  fate  of  the  proTince  and  the  war 
fhould  be  decided  by  a  fingle  battle.  The  Sy-^ 
rians  were  alttached  to  die  ftandard  of  Rome  and 
of  the  croTs  j  but  die  noble,  the^  citizen,  the  pea* 
fant,  were  exafper^ted  by  die  iajuftice  and  cn^elty 
of  a  licentious  hofl:,  who  oppreAed  them  as  fub« 
je^s,  and  defpifed  them  as  ftrangers  and  aliens  '^K 
A  report  of  thefe  mighty  preparations  was  coq« 
veyed  to  the  Saracens  in  ^leir  camp  of  Emefa  ; 
and  the  chiefs,  though  refolved  to  fight,  affimibied 
a  council :  the  faith  of  Abu  Obeidah  would  have 
expeded  on  die  fame  fpot  die  glory  of  martyrdom  ( 
the  wifdom  of  Caled  adviied  an  tionourable  retreat 
to  the  ikirts  of  P^leftine  and  Arabia,  where  they 
might  await  the  fuccours  of  their  friends,  and  the 
attack  of  the  unbdievers.  A  ipeedy  meffengcr 
foon  returned  from  the  throne  of  Medina,  with 
the  bleffings  of  Omar  zni  AK,  the  prayers  of  the 

7)  I  have  read  fomewhere  in  Taeitus,  or  Grotius,  SubjeAos'ha- 
bent  tanquam  fuos,  viles  tanquam  alicnos.  Some  Gree^  officers 
raviftied  the  wife,  and  murdered  the  ehild,  of  thdr  Syrian  landlm'd  ; 
and  Manud  fmiled  at  his  undutiful  complaint* 

D  d  4  widows 
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c  ^^^'  widows  of  the  prc^het,  and  a  fjemforceo^nt  of 
eight  thoufand  Moflems.  In  their  way  they  over* 
turned  a  detachment  of  Greeks,  and  when  they 
joined  at  Yermuk  the  camp  of  itheir  brethren^ 
they  found  the  pleafing  intelligence,  that  Caled 
had  already  defeated  and  fcattered  the  Chriftian 
Arabs  of  the  tribe  of  Gaflan.  In  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Bofra,  the  fprings  of  Mount  Hermon  de- 
fcend  in  a  torrent  to  the  plain  of  Deci^olis,  or  ten 
cities;  and  the  Hieromax,  a  name  which  has 
been  corrupted  to  Yermuk,  is  loft  after  a  fliort 
courfe  in  the  lake  of  Tiberias'*.  The  banks  of 
this  obfcure  ftream  were  illuftrated  by  a  long  and 
bloody  encounter.  Oa  this  momentous  occafion, 
the  public  voice,  and  the  modefty  of  Abu  Obeidah^ 
reftored  the  command  to  the  moft  deferving  of 
the  Moflems.  Caled  aifumed  his  ftation  in  the 
front,  his  colleague  was  pofted  in  the  rear,  that 
the  diforder  of  the  fugitives  might  be  checked  by 
his  venerable  afped  and  the  fight  of  the  yellow 
banner  which  Mahomet  had  difplayed  before  the 
walls  of  Chaibar.  The  laft  line  was  occupied  by 
the  fitter  of  Derar,  with  the  Arabian  women  who 
had  enlifted  in  this  holy  war,  who  were  accuftomed 
to  wield  the  bow  an4  iSfip  lance,  and  who  in  a  mo- 
ment of  captivity  ]xad  defen^led,   againft  the  un« 

<  •  -    .        , 

74  See  Rdand,  Paleftyi.  toij».  i^  p.  s^rs*  oSs.,  torn.  ii.  p.  773.  775. 
This  learned  profeflbr  was  equal  to  the  tafk  of  defcribing  the  Holy 
Land,  fince  he  was  alike  converfant  with  Greek  and  Latin,  with 
Hebrew  and  Arabian  literature.  The  Yermuk,  or  Hieromax,  is 
noticed  by  Ceilarius  (Qeograph.  Antiq.  torn.  ii.  p.  39ft.)  and  d*Aa. 
ville  (Oeographie  Ancienne,  torn.  it.  p^  iSs*)*  The  Arabs,  and  even 
Abulfeda  hixnfelf,  dv>  pot  feem  to  recognize  the  icene  of  their 
▼i^ory. 

r 

circum- 
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circumcifed  laviihers,  their  chaftity  and  religion  '^   c  h  A  p. 
The  exhortation  of  the  general  was  brief  and  for- 
cible :  **  Paradife  is  before  you,  the  devil  and  hell- 
**  fire  in  your  rear."     Yet  fuch  was  the  weight  of 
the  Roman   cavalry,   that  the  right  wing  of  the 
Arabs  was  broken  and  feparated  from  the  main 
body.     Thrice   did  they  retreat  in  diforder,  and 
thrice  were  they  driven  back  to  the  charge  by  the 
reproaches  and  blows  of  the  women.    In  the  in- 
tervals of  adion^  Abu  Obddah  vifited  the  tents  of 
his  brethren,  prolonged  their  repofe,  by  repeating 
at  once  the  prayei^s  of  two  different  hours ;  bound 
up  their  wounds  with  his  own  hands,  and  admi* 
niftered   the   comfortable  reflection,    that  the  in- 
fidels partook  of  their  fufferings  without  partaking 
of  their  i;eward.    Four  thoufand  and  thirty  of  the 
Moflems  ^ere  buried  in  the  field  of  battle ;  and 
the  fkill  of  the  Armenian  archers  enabled  feven 
hundred  to  boaft  that  they  had  loft  an  eye  in  that 
meritoripus  fervice.    The  veterans  of  the  Syrian 
war  acknowledged  that  it  was  the  hardeft  and  mofl 
doubtful  of  the  days  which  they  had  feen.    But 
it  was  likewife  the  moft  decifive :  many  thoufands 
of  the  Greeks  and  Syrians  fell  by  the  fwords  of 
the  Arabs ;  many  were  flaughtered,  after  the  defeat 
in  the  woods  and  mountains  j  many,  by  miftaking 
the  ford,  were  drowned  in  the  waters  of  the  Yer- 
muk ;  and  however  the  lofs  may  be  magnified  '*^, 

the 

75  Thefe  women  were  of  the  tribe  of  the  Hamyarite8>  who  derived 
their  origin  from  the  ancient  Amelekites.  Their  females  were  ac« 
cuftomed  to  ride  on  horfeback,  and  to  fight  like  the  Amazons  of 
old  (Ockley,  vol.  i.  p.  67.)' 

76  We  killed  of  them,  fays 'Abu  Obeidah  to  the  caltph,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thouiand^  and  made  prifoners  forty  thoufand  (Ock 

ley. 
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CHAP,  the  Chriftian  writers  confefs  and  bewail  the  bloody 
p\inifhment  of  th&r  fins  ^^  Manuel,  the  Roman 
general,  was  either  killed  at  Damafcus,  or  took 
reftige  in  the  roonaftery  of  mount  •  Sinai.  An 
exile  in  the  By^antme  court,  Jabalah  lamented 
the  manners  of  Arabia,  and  his  unlucky  pre-» 
j^rence  of  the  Chriftian  caufe ''.  He  had  once 
inclined  to  the  profeflion  of  Iflam;  but  in  the 
pilgrimage  of  Mecca,  Jabalah  was  provdsLed  tor 
ftrike  one  of  his  brethren,  and  Qed  with  amaze« 
ment  from  the  ftem  and  equal  juftice  of  the  caliph. 
The  vidlorious  Saracens  enjoyed  at  Damafcus  a 
month  of  pleafure  and  repofe:  the  fpoil  was  di"> 
vided  by  the  difcretion  of  Abu  Obeidah :  an  equal 
fhare  was  allotted  to  a  foldier  and  to  his  horfe, 
and  a  double  portion  was  referved  for  the  noble 
courfers  of  the  Arabian  breed* 


ley>  vol.  i.  p.  24.1  .)•    As  I  cannot  do^bt  hisTerapity,  nor  faelicTe 

his  computation.  I  muft  fufpedt  that  the  Arabic  hiftorians  indul- 
ged themfelvcs  in  the  pradice  of  compofing  fpcechcs  and  letters  for 
their  heroes. 

77  After  deploring  the  fms  of  the  Chiiftians,  Theophancs  adds, 
(Chronograph,  p.  !%7j6.)»  ^*^^^  ^  9^nfMMq  A^«Aii«  tv«t*v  i|f»«('  rw 

TO  FajSiOaF  Xsyo;  (does  he  mean  Aiznadin  ?)  xat  It^f/^xeuf  xui  rn» 
aQgff(A.o¥  aiiAarox,oariai*  His  account  is  brief  and  obfajre,  but  he  ac* 
cufes  the  numbers  of  the  enemy,  the  adverfe  wind,  and  the  cloud 
of  dull '  fA'J  iw»>3dfi>T«$  (thtf  Romans)  an-nit^oo-WTtvia-tn  s^Q^otq  ^tet  top 
xcMOfTcr,  r/rrurrK^s  ku%  iiit;TU».  ^sLXKont^  ji$  T«c  f»o^$  Ttf  UffM^fi^ 
TrvrafAn  ixii  c^'xroi^.ovTo  u^n9  (Chronograph,  p.  iSo.). 

73  See  Abulfeda  (Annal.  Moflem.  p.  70,  71.),  who  tranfcribes  the 
poetical  complaint  of  Jabalah  himfelf,  and  fome  panegyrical  ftrains 
of  an  Arabian  poet,  to  whom  the  chief  of  Gaffan  lent  from  Con- 
ftantinople  a  gift  of  five  hundred  pieces  of  gold  by  the  hands  of  the 
arabaflador  of  Omar. 

•\l  After 
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After  the  battle;  o£  Y^rmuk,  the  Roman  anny  chap, 
no  longer  appeared  •  in  tbi^  field ;  and  the  Saracens  ,_  ^'^^ 
might  fecurely  chitfe. among  tliQ  fprt^fied  towns  of  Conqueit 
SyriaJ^  the  firft  objed^  of  their  attack.  They  con-  faiem, 
iuUed  the  caliph  whether  they  Ihpuld  m^rcb  ^•^•^3^* 
to  Ca^rea  or  Jeruialem;  and  the  advice  of  Alt 
determined  the  immediate  fiege  of  the  latter. 
To  a  profile  eye,  Jerufalem  was  the  firft  or  fecond 
<;$ipital  pf  Paleiline ;  but  afi:er  Mecca  and  Medina, 
it  was  revered  ^nd  vifitcd  by  the  devout  Moflems, 
s^s  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Land  which  had  been 
fandUfied  by  the  revelation  of  Mofes,  of  Jefus, 
smd  of  Mahomet  himfelf.  The  fo^  of  Abu  So- 
phian  was  fent  with  five  thoyfand  Arabs  to  try 
the  firft  experiment  of  furprife  or  treaty :  but  on 
the  eleventh  day,  the  town  was  inverted  by  the 
whole  force  of  Abu  Obeidah.  He  addreffed  the 
cuftomary  fummons  to  the  chief  commanders  and 
people  of  Mia  ^^.  "  Health  and  happinefs  .  to 
every  one  that  follows  the  right  way !  We  re- 
quire of  you  to  teftify  that  there  is  but  one 
God,  and  that  Mahomet  is  his  apoftle.  If  you 
*'  refufe  this,  confent  to  jay  tribute,  and  be  under 
*'  us  forthwith.  Otherwife  I  ftiall  bring  men 
againft  you  who  love  death  better  than  you  do 
the  drinking  of  wine  or  eating  hogs  flefli. 
Nor. will  I  ever  ftir  from  you,  if  it  pleafe  God, 


79  In  the  name  of  the  city,  the  profane  prevailed  over  the  facred  j 
Jerujaltm  wa«  known  to  the  devout  Chriftians  (Eufeb.  de  Martyr. 
Palcft.  c.  XI.) ;  but  the  legal  and  popular  appellation  of  J?/ifl(the 
colony  of -ffilius  Hadrianus)  has  pafled  from  the  Romans  to  the 
Arabs  (Reland,  Paleftin.  torn.  i.  p.  aoy.  torn.  ii.  p.  835.  d'Herbtlot, 
Bibliothf  que  Orientalc,  Cods^  p.  'Jifip.  ///«,  p.  420.).  The  epithet  of 
M  Codsf  the  Holy,  is  ufed  as  the  proper  name  of  Jerufalcm. 

«  till 


412  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

^^  till  I  have  deftroyed  thofe.  that  fight  for  ymi, 
"  and  'made  flaves  of  your  children."    But  the 
city  was  defended  on  every  fide  by  deep  vallies 
and  fteep  afcents ;   fince  the  invafion  of  Syria,  the 
walls  and  towers  had  been  anxioufly  reflored ;  the 
braved  of  the  fugitives  of  Yermuk  had  fl:opped 
in  the  neareft  place  of  refuge ;   and  in  the  defence 
of  the  fepulchre  of  Chrift,  the  natives  and  fl:rangers 
might  feel   fome  fparks  of  the  enthufiafm  which 
fo  fiercely  glowed  in  the  bofoms  of  the  Saracens. 
The  fiege  of  Jerufalem  lafted  four  months ;  not 
a  day  was  loft  without  fome  aftion  of  fally  of 
affault ;    the  military  engines    inceflantly  played 
from  the  ramparts ;    and  the  inclemency  of  the 
winter  was  ftill  more   painful  and  deftruftive  to 
the  Arabs.      The  Chriftians  yielded  at  length  to 
the  perfeverance  of  the  befiegers.     The  patriarch 
Sophronius  appeared    on   the  walls,   and  by  the 
voice  of  an   interpreter  demanded  a  conference. 
After  a  vain  attempt  to  diffuade  the  lieutenant  of 
the  caliph  from  his   impious   enterprife,   he  pro- 
pofed,  in  the  name  of  the  people,  a  fair  capitula- 
tion, with  this  extraordinary  claufe,  that  the  ar- 
ticles of  fecurity  Ihould  be  ratified  by  the  authority 
and  prefence  of  Omar  himfelf.     The  queflion  was 
debated  in  the  council  of  Medina ;  the  fandity  of 
the  place,  and  the  advice  of  Ali,  perfuadcd  the 
caiiph  to  gratify  the  wifhes  of  his  foldier^  and  ene- 
mies,  and  the  fimplicity  of  his  journey  is  more 
illuftrious  than  the  royal   pageants  of  vanity  and 
oppreflion.      The  conqueror  of  Perfia  and  Syria 
was  mounted  on  a  red  camel,  which  carried,  be- 
fides  his  perfon,  a  bag  of  corn,  a  bag  of  dates,  a 

wooden 
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wooden  difh.  and  a  leathern  bottle  of  waten  C  H  A  p. 
Wherever  he  halted,  the  company^  without  dif- 
tinftion,  was  invited  to  partake  of  his  homely  fare, 
and  the  repafl:  was  confecrfited  by.  the  prayer  and 
exhortation  of  the  commander  of  the  faithful '"•> 
But  in  this  expedition  or  pilgrimage,  his  power 
was  exercifed  in  the  admkiiftration  of  juilice ;  he 
reformed  the  licentious  polygamy  of  the  Arabs, 
relieved  the  tributaries  from  extortion  and  cruelty^* 
and  chaftifed  the  .  luxury  of  the  Saracens,  by  de-' 
fpoiling  them  of  their  rich  filks,  and  dragging 
them  on  their  faces  in  the  dirt.. ,  When  he  came 
within  fight  of  Jerufalem,  the  caliph  cried  with  a 
loud  voice,  "  God  i«  vidorious.  O  Lord,  give  us 
**  an  eafy  conqueftV*  and  pitching  his  tent  of  coarfe 
hair,  calmly  feated  himfclf  pn  the  ground.  After 
figning  the  capitulation,  he  entered  the  city  with^ 
put  fear  or  precaution ;  and  cpurt^oufly  difcourfed 
with  the  patriarch  concerning  ifs  ^  religious  anti* 
quities*'.  Sophronius  bowed  before  his  new 
paafter,  and  fecretly  muttered,  in  the  words  of 
Daniel,  "  The  abomination  of  defolation  is  in  the 
^^  holy  place  **/'  At  the  hour  of  prayer  they  ftood 

*®  The  fipgular  journey  and  equipage  of  Omar  arc  defcribed  (be- 
fides  Ockley,  vol,  i.  p.  a^o.)  by  Murtadi  (Mervcilles  de  lEgypte, 
p.  200— ^aoa.), 

8'  The  Arabs  boaft  of  an  old  prophecy  preferved  at  Jerufalem, 
and  defcriblng  the  name,  the  religion,  an4  the  perfb^  of  Onaar,  the 
future  conquerpr.  By  fuch  arts  the  Jews  are  laid  to  have  foothed 
^he  pride  of  their  foreign  mafters,  Cyrus  and  Alexander  (Jofeph. 
Ant.  Jud,  1.  xi,  c.  I.  8.  p,  547. 579— iSa). 

Tp-jrw  <»y»y.  Theophaji.  Chronograph,  p.  281.  This  predi<5tion, 
which  had  already  fervedfor  Antiochu*  and  the  Romans,  was  again 
refitted  for  the  prefent  occaBon,  by  the  ceconomy-  of  Sophronius, 
f>n?  of  the  dccpeft  theologians  of  the  Monothelitc  controverfy, 

together 
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CHAP,  together  in  the  church  of  tfce  ^  t^furreOSoft ;  but 
t-he  cUliph  refofed  to  petform  his  deTotions,  and 
contentied  himfelf  with  prayittg'on  the  fteps  of  the 
church  of  CoAftahtitte.  To  the  patriarch  he  dif- 
clofed  his  prudent  atid  honouraWii  motive.  ^  Had 
^^/lyiielded,**  faid  Omar,  "to  your  requeft,  the 
^  Moflems  of  a  ftiture  age  would  hkve  infringed 
the  *  treaty  uftder  colour  of ''  imitating  my  ex- 
amfpie.*^  By  his  command  the  ground  of  the 
temple  of  Solomon  was  prepared  for  the  founda- 
tion of  a  mofch'' ;  and,  during  a  refidencc  of  ten 
days,'  he  regelated  the  prefent  tod  ftiture  ftate 
6f  his'  Syrisin'  contjuefts.  Medina  might  be  jea- 
lous, Ifcft  the  caliph  fliould  he  detained  by  the 
fanftity'of  Jerufalem  or  the  be&uty  of  Damafcusj 
her  apprchenfions  Wel-e  difpelled  by  his  prompt,  and 
voltmtary  rctifrn  ib  the  tomb  of'  the  apoftle  ^. 

OfAiep-     -    Tb  atchieve  what  yet**  remained  o!F  the  Syrian 

Antioch,     wstr,  the  cali]ph  had  formed  two  fep^arate  armies; 

AD. 638.  j^'chofen  detachmeiit,  utider  Amrou  and  Yezid, 
wks  left  in  thi^  camp  of  Paleftiiie  j'  while  the  larger 
divifibn,  under  the  ftandard  of  Abii.  Obeidkh  and 
Caled,  marthed  ;sLW^f  to  the  north  Jtgaihft  Antioch 

»       .  •  •  • 

*J  Accgrdmg  to  the  accurate .  fiirvey  of  d'AnvHle  (DifTertatJon 
for  raircifenne  Jernfaltm,  p.  42 — 54. )»  tne  triofch  of  Omar,  enlarg- 
ed and  embellilhed  by  fuccceding  caliphs,  covered  the  ground  of 
t-he  ancient  tertifjfc  (7r«X<5t<(»T»/xfyaX8  vA^^awE^i*,  fays  Phocas)^  a 
length  of  5,15,  a  breadth  of  172,  toi/es.  The  Nubian  geographer 
declares,  that  this  rtia^nificent  ftrudlure  wii  fecond  only  in  fize  and 
beauty  to  the  great  ni<)fch  of  Cordova  (p.  llij.)?  whofc  prefent  ftate 
Mr.  Swinburne  has  fo  elegantly  reprefcnted  (Travels  into  Spain, 
p.  296—302.). 

■+  Of  the  many  Arabic  tarikhs  ©r  chrofticleiJ  of  Jeriifaletti  (d'Hcr- 
bclot,  p.  867. )»  Ockley  found  one  amoiig  this  piocock  MSS.  of  Ox- 
ford (vol.  i.  p.  a55».),  which  he  his  ufed  t^yftipply  the  defedtivc  nJir* 
rativc  of  Ai  Wakidi. 

and 
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and  Alq)po.  The  latter  of  thefe,  the  Beraea  of  chap, 
the  Greeks,  was  not  yet  illuftrious  as  the  capital 
of  a  province  or  a  kingdom  ;  and  the  inhabitants, 
by  anticipating  their  fubmiilion  and  pleading  their 
poverty,  obtained  a  moderate  compofition  for  their 
lives  and  religion^  But  the  caftle  of  Aleppo  *% 
diftind  from  the  city,  flood  creft  on  a  lofty  arti* 
ficial  mound :  the  fides  were  fliarpened  to  a  pre- 
ci^Hce,  and  faced  with  freeftone ;  and  the  breadth 
of  the  ditch  might  be  filled  with  water  from  the 
neighbouring  fprings.  After  the  lofs  of  three 
$houfand  men,  the  garrifon  was  ilill  equal  to  the 
defence ;  and  Youkinna,  their  valiant  and  heredi- 
tary chief,  had  murdered  his  brother^  an  holy- 
monk,  for  daring  to  pronounce  the  name  of  peace* 
In  a  fiege  of  four,  or  five  months,  the  hardeft  of 
the  Syrian  war,  great  numbers  of  the  Saracens  were 
killed  and  wounded :  their  reiftpval  to  the  diftance 
of  a  mile  could  not  feduce  the  vigilance  of  You- 
kinna ;  nor  could  the  Chriftians  be  terrified  by  the 
execution  of  three  hundred  captives,  whom  they 
beheaded  before  the  caftle  wall.  The  filence,  and 
at  length  the  complaints,  of  Abu  Obeidah  in- 
ft)rmed  the  caliph  that  their  hope  and  patience 
were  confumed  at  the  foot  of  this  impregnable 
fortrefs,  "  I  am  varioufly  afFefted,"  replied  Omar, 
^^  by  the  diiFerence  of  your  fuccefs ;  but  I  charge 

85  The  Pcrfian  hiftorian  of  Timur  (torn,  iii.  L  v.  c.  ii.  p.  300.) 
defcribes  the  caftle  of  Aleppo  as  founded  on  a  rock  one  hundred 
cubits  in  height  j  a  proof,  fays  the  t  rench  tranflator,  that  he  had 
never  vifited  the  place.  It  is  now  in  the  midft  of  the  city,  of  no 
ftrength,  with  a  (ingle  gate,  the  circuit  is  about  5  or  600  paces,  and 
the  ditch  half  full  of  ftagnant  water  (Voyages  de  Tavernier,  torn.  i. 
p.  149  Pocock,  vol.  ii.  part  i.  p.  1^0.).  The  fortreffes  of  the  Eaft 
are  contemptible  to  an  Europeao  eye. 

"  you 
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C  H^A  P.  ««  you  by  no  means  to  raife  the  fiege  of  the  caflle. 
*'  Your  retreat  would  diminiih  the  reputation  of 
*'  our  arms,   and  encourage   the  infidels  to  fell 
"  upon  you  on  all  fides.     Remain  before  Aleppo 
**  till  God  (hall  determine  the  event,  and  forage 
**  with  your  horfe  round  the  adjacent  country/* 
The  exhortation  of  the  commander  of  the  faithful 
was  fortified  by  a  fupply  of  volunteers  from  all  the 
tribes  of  Arabia,  who   arrived  in    the   camp  on 
horfes  or  camels.     Among  thefe  was  Dames>  of  a> 
fervile  birth,  but  of  gigantic  fize  and  intrepid  re. 
folution.     The  forty-feventh  day  of  his  fervice  he 
propofed,  with  only  thirty  men,   to  make  an  at- 
tempt on  the  cattle.     The  experience   and   tefli- 
mony  of  Caled  recommend^  his  offer ;  and  Abu 
Obeidah  admonilhed  his  brethren  not  to  defpife 
ihe  bafer  origin  of  Dame$,  fince  he  himfelf,  could 
be  relinquifh  the  public    care,    woul4   cheerfully 
ferve  under  the  banner  of  the  flave*     His  defign 
was  covered  by  the  appearance  of  a. retreat;  and 
the  camp  of  the   Saracens  was  pitched  about  a 
league  from  Aleppo.     The  thirty  adventurers  lay 
in  ambufh  at  the  foot  of  the  hill ;  and  Dames  at 
length  fucceeded  in  his*^  mquiries,  though  he  was 
provoked  by  the  ignorance  of  his  Greek  captives. 
*'  God  curfe  thefe  dogs,"  faid  the  illiterate  Arab, 
*'  what  a  ftrange  barbarous  language  they  fpeak  !*' 
At  the  darkeft  hour  of  the  night,  he  fcaled  the 
moft  acceifible  height  which  he  had  diligently  fur* 
veyed,  a  place  where  the  ftones  were  lefs  entire, 
or  the  Hope  lefs  perpendicular,  or  the  guard  lefs 
vigilant.     Seven  of  the  ftouteft  Saracens  mounted 
on  each  other's  Ihoulders,  and  the  weight  of  the 

column 
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column  was  fuftained  on  the/  broad  and  finewy  ^  ^jf  ^' 
back  of  the  gigantic  Have.  The  foremoft  in  this 
painful  afcent  could  grafp  and  climb  the  lowed 
part  of  the  battlements  ;  they  filently  ftabbed  and 
caft  down  the  fentinejs;  and  the  thirty  brethren, 
repeating  a  pious  ejaculation,  "  O  apoflle  of  God, 
*'  help  and  deliver  us  !'*  *were  fucceffively  drawn 
vip  by  the  long  folds  of  their  turbans.  With  bold 
and  cautious  footfteps,-  Dames  explored  the  palace 
of  the  governor,  who  celebrated,  in  riotous  merri^ 
nouent,  the  feftival  of  his  deliverance.  From  thence 
returning  to.  his  companions,  he  aflaulted  on  the 
infide  the  entrance  of  the  caftle.  They  overpower- 
ed the  guard,  unbolted  the  gate,  let  down  the  draw- 
bridge, and  defended  the  narrow  pafs,  till  the 
arrival  of  Caled,  with  the  dawn  of  day,  relieved 
their  danger  and  afTured  their  conqueft.  You- 
kinna,  a  formidable  foe,  became  an  aftive  and 
ufeful  profelyte ;  and  the  general  of  the  Saracens 
expreffcd  his  regard  for  the  moft  humble  merit, 
by  detaining  the  army  at  Aleppo  till  Dames  was 
cured  of  his  honourable  wounds.  The  capital  of 
Syria  was  ftill  covered  by  the  caille  of  Aazaz  and 
the  iron  bridge  of  the  Orontes.  After  the  lofs  of 
thofe  important  polls,  and  the  defeat  of  the  laft  of  the 
Roman  armies,  the  luxury  of  Antioch  '*  trembled 

and 

^  The  date  of  the  conqneft  of  Antioch  by  the  Arabs  is  of  feme 
Importance.  By  comparing  the  years  of  the  world  in  the  chrono- 
graphy  of  Tl^eophanes  with  the  years  of  the  Hegira  in  the  hiftory  of 
Slnnacin,  we  fhall  determine,  that  it  was  taken  bctwe^en  January  23 (^ 
and  September  i»t  of  the  year  of  Chrift  63 S  (Pagi,  Critica,  in  Baron. 
Annal.  torn.  ii.  p.  812,  813.).  Al  Wakidi  (Ockley,  vol.  i.  p.  314.) 
l|d)Sgn8  that  event  to  Tuefday,  Augnft  ai,t,  an  inconfiftent  date; 
V«».IX.  £e  fince 
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CHAP,  and  obeyed.  Her  fafcty  was  raftfomed  with  three 
hundred  thoufand  piece^a  of  gold ;  but  the  throne 
of  the  fuccelTors  of  Alexander,  the  feat  of  the  Ro« 
man  government  in  the  Eaft,  which  had  been  de- 
corated by  Cacfar  with  the  titles  of  free,  and  holy, 
and  inviolate,  was  degraded  imder  the  yoke  of  the 
caliphs  to  the  fecondary  rank  of  a  provincial 
town  ". 

Flight  of         I^  the  life  of  Heraclius,  the  glories  of  the  Per- 

A.*!)^!!"!'  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  clouded  on  either  hand  by  the  difgracc 
and  weaknefs  of  his  more  early  and  his  later  days. 
When  the*  fuccelTors  of  Mahomet  unlheathed  the 
(Word  of  war  and  religion,  he  was  aftonilhed  at  the 
bodndlefs  profpeft  of  toil  and  danger ;  his  nature 
was  indolent,  nor  could  the  infirm  and  frigid 
age  of  the  emperor  be  kindled  to^  a  fccond  effort. 
The  fenfe  of  fhame,  and  the  importunities  of  the  Sy- 
rians, prevented  his  hafty  departure  from  the  fccne 
of  adion  ;  but  the  hero  was  no  more  i  and  the  lofs 
of  Damafcus  and  Jerufalcm,  the  bloody  fields  of 
AiznadiA  and  Yerrauk,  may  be  imputed  in  fomd 
degree  to  the  abfence  or  mifcondud  of  the  fove- 
reign.  Inftead  of  defending  the  fepulchre  of  Chrift, 
he  involved  the  church  and  ftate  in  a  metaphyfical 
controverfy  for  the  unity  of  his  will  ^  a&d  while 

fmcc  Eaftcr  fell  that  year  on  April  5*",  the  zi*«  of  Augiift  muft  have 
been  %  Friday  (fee  the  Tables  of  the  Art  de  Verifier  Ics  Dates). 

**7  jiij  bounteous  cd\&,  which  tempted  the  grateful  city  to  affunM* 
the  viiflory  of  Pharfalia  for  a  perpetual  »Ta,  h  given  k»  Ain^x"*^? 

f4,r,Tf07r'^M  f  Ufa,  xoc^  aav^M  xut,  avT'^voya^  xai  upyHO-n  *a»  'trfox&^xpLirrirz^ 

ajraToX»?r.  John  Matela,  in  Chron.  p  91.  edit.  Vcnet.  We  may  (iJf. 
tinguifti  hfs  authentic  information  of  domcllic  fa<5tj  from  his  groft 
f^norance  of  general  hiftory.  .    .', 

-■  Hdra- 
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HeracUus   crovmed  the  offtpring  of  his    fecond  ^^j^  • 
nuptials,  he  was  tamely  ftripped  of  the  moft' valu- 
able part  of  their  inheritance.     In  the  cathedral  of 
Antioch,  in  the  prefence  of  the  bilhops,  at  the  foot 
of  the  crucifix,  he  bewailed  the  fins  of  the  prince 
and  people ;  but  his  confeffion  inftruded  the  world,* 
that  it  was  vain,   and  perhap  impious,  to  refift^ 
the  judgment  of  God.      Hie  Saracens  werfe  invin- 
cible in  fed:,  fince  they  wei*  invincible  in  opinion ;' 
and  the  defertidn  of  Youkiniia,  his  falfe  repent*- 
ance  and  repeated'  perfidy,  might  juftify  the  fufpi- 
cion  of  the  emperor,  that  he  was  encompaflcd  by 
traitors  and  apoftates,  who  confpired  to  betrky  his 
perfon  and  their  country  to  the  enemies  of  Chrift. 
In  the  hour  of  adverfity,  his  fuperftition  was  agi- 
tated by  the  omens  and  dreams  of  a  falling  crown  ; 
and  after  bidding  an  eternal  ferewet  to  Syria,  he 
fecretfy  embarked  with  a  few  attendants,  ajKl  ab'^ 
folved  the  faith  of  his  fubjeSk  *'.     Conftantine; 
his  eldeft  fon,  had  been  ftationed  with  forty  Ihoii^ 
fend  men  at  Caefarea,  the  civil  metropolis  6f  the 
three  provinfts  of  Paleftine.     But  his  prii/^te-  i»- 
tereft  recalled  him  to  the  Byzantine  court ;    ;tnd^ 
after  the  flight  of  his  father,  he  felt  himfelf  an  un- 
equal champion  td  the  united  force  of  the  caliph. 
His  vanguard  was  boldly  attacked  by  three  hundred 
Arabs  and  a  thoufand  black  flaves,  who,  in  the  de^ 

**  See  Ockley  (vol.  i.  p.  30S.  3ia.)>  ^^^  laughs  at  the  credulity  of 
his  author.  '  When  Heraclius  bad^  farew?el  to  Syria,  Vale  Syria  et 
ultimum  vale,  he  prophefied  that  the  Romans  (hbuld  never  re. 
enter  the  province  till  the  birth  of  an  inaufpicious  child,  the  future 
fcourge  of  the  empire.  Abulfeda,  p.  68.  I  am  pcrfc^y  ignorant 
of  the  0iyftic  fenfe/ornonfeofe,  of  this  prtdi^ion* 

JEe  a  of 
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9*^J^?-  of  winter,  had- climbed  th^  fnowy  mountains  of  Li-  • 
^-y  .,/.  banus,  and  who  were  fpcedily  followed  by  the  vic- 
torious fquadrons  of  Caled  himfdf.  From  the 
north  j^pd  fouth  the  troops  of  Antioch  and  Jcrj^r 
felem  advanced  alpug  the  fca-fhore,  till  tljqr, 
ba^it^ifsi^s  Y^ere  joined  under  the  walis*  of  the  Phgeni- 
End  of  ckn  cities  :  Tripoli. and  Tyre  were  btetrayedj  and 
thc^Syrian  a.  fleet  pf  ;fifty  tranfpoTts,  AYbicb  entered  without 
diftruft  thp  captive  harbours,  brought  a  feafonal>le 
liipply  of  ajrms'and  provifions  to  the  camp  of  jbe 
Saracens.  Their  labours  were  terminated  by  the 
unexpefted  furrender  of  Caefarea:  The  Rpman. 
prince  had  embarked  in  the  night^' }  and  the  de- 
fencelefs  citizens  foiicited  their  pardon  with  an  of- 
fcritig  of  V^o  hundred  thouland  pieces  of  gokL  The 
remainder  of  the  province,  R^mlah,  Ptolem?ds  or 
Achre,Sichem  or  Neapolis,  Gaza,  Afcalon,,  Bery- 
tuSft  Si^on,,  Gabala,  Laodice^,  •  Apamea,  Hieriai- 
|K>lis,  nq  longer  prefumefi  to  difpute  the- will  of 
the  oonquerdr ;  and  Syria  bowed  under  the  fceptre 
of  t^e  caliphs  fe-ven. hundred  years  after  Pompey 
had'    4f  fpoiled     the    laft    of     the  ^  Macedonian 

kiAgs'V- 

-  *?  In  the  jotifis  and  ob&are  chronology  of  the  tSities,  T  am  guided 
by  an  authtptic  record  (in-  the  book  of*  c  remonics  of  Conttanlinc 
Prophyrojrenitus),  which  certifies  that,  June  4,  A.  D.  63S,  the  em- 
peror cro^vned  his-younger  fdn  Hera  litis  in  the  prcfcncc  of  hie  eldcft 
Cibkiftsyitint*  ?nd  in  the  palace  of  Conftaptfjacipjc  j  that  January  i, 
A.  I>.  6j9,  the  royal  proce:l!on  vifited  the  great  church,  and  on  the 
V  of  the  fame  month,  the  hippodrome. 

90  Sixty^fivc  years befoic  Chrift,  Sjria  Pontufque  monuments  funt 
Cii.  Pompeii  virtutis  (Veil.  Patercul.  ii.  38. )>  rather  of  his  fortune 
and  power:  he  adjudged  Syria  to  be  a  Rom  art  province,  and  the 
•  kft  of  the  Seleucides  were  incapable  of  drawing  a  fword  in  the  de- 
fence of  their  patrimony  (fee  the  original  texts  coUedled  by  U&er* 
Annal.  p.  420.}. 

.  ;  ■-  -   '  The 
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.  The  fieges  and  battles  of  fix  campaigns  had  ^  HA  p. 
confumed  many  thoufands  of  the  Modems.    They    -^  i.yi> 
died  with  the  reputation  and  the  cheerfulnefs  of  Jucro^j^Jf 
martyrs  ;  and  the  fimplicity  of  their'  faith  may  be  Syria, 
txpreffed  in  the  words  of  an  Arabian  youth,  when  633— 6jf. 
he  embraced,  for  the  laft  time,  his  fitter  and  mo- 
ther :  "  It  is  not/*  faid   he,  ."  the  delicacies    of 
^\  Syria,  or  the  fading  delights  of  this  world,  that 
"  have  prompted  me  to  devote  my  life  in  the  caufe 
♦'  of  religion.     But  Ifeek  the  favour  of  Go^  and 
<*  hjis  apoftle ;  and  I  have  heard,  from  one  of  the 
companions  of  the  prophet^  that  the  fpirits.  of 
the  martyrs  will  be  lodged  in  ihe  crops  ofc  green 
"  birds,  who  ftall  tafte  the  fruits,  and  drinks  of 
"  the  rivers,  of  paradife.     Farewel,  we  (hdl  meet 
^'  again  among  the  groves  and  fountains  ^hiclr'God 
'^  has  provided  for  his  eleft/'     The  faithfai  cap- 
tives might  exerdfe  a  paflive  and  more  ardu6uft:re- 
folution ;  and  a  coufin  of  Mahomet  is  i  celdxated 
for  refufing,  after  an  abftinencc  of  threfe  days,  the 
wine  and  pork,  the  only  nourifhment  that  was  al- 
lowed by  the  malice  ol  the  infidels.    The  frailty 
of:  fome  ,we?Jter  brethrfcn  exafperated  the  implacable 
fpirit  of  .fanaticifai ;  and  thie  father  of  Amer   de- 
plored, in  pathetic  ftrains,  the  apoftacy  and  damna- 
tion of  a  fon,  who  had  r^iounced  the  promsfes  of 
God,  and  the  interceflion.of  ^the  prophet,  to  oc- 
iiyipy, .  with  the  priefts  afti  deacons,   the  loweft 
manfions  of  helL     The  more  fortunate  Arabs,  who 
IVirviyed  the  war,  and  perfevered  in  th^  faith,  wer^ 
'  fjsftrained  by  their  abftemious  leader  from  the  abfife 
of  profp^rity^     After  a  refveihrneiit  of  three  days, 
Abu  Qbeidah  withdrew  his*  troops  from  the  per- 

£  f  3  nlcious 
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^  ^^  p.  ^ijbiis  contagion  of  the  luxury?  of  Antiocli, .  and 
affut^^d  the  caliph  that  their  religion  and  virtue 
Could  only  be  prefeiired  by  the  hard  difcipline  oF 
pdvcrty  rihd  labour,  But  the  virtue  of  Omar, 
fe>i«rcver  rigorous  to  himfdf,  *was  kind  aild  liberal 
to. his  bnethreri.  After  a  jull  tribute  of  praife  and 
ifeankigivirigy  he  tiiiDpt  a  tear  of  compaflioil  ;*  and 
fitdng  doiwn.Qh  flie  ^ound,  wrote  an  anfv^r,  in 
iR/feieh  ife  mildly "cenfurcd  the  fcverity^  ©f  his  lieu- 
fmadt:  ,^'  Gcd/*  faid  the  fucc^fforctf  the  pro- 
phet^ ^^  has  n6t  foryddeoi  tihfe  ufc  of  the  'good 
^^'  tfaiagsr  of  this  world  to  faithful  men,  and  fuch  as 
^  have  perfermed  good  vJorks*  Therefore  you 
^  (xAg^t  to  have  given  thetn  Ifeavi*  to  teft  them- 
^  W Vfc«^ '  ajid  itaTtafce  freely  of  thofe  good  things 
*'  t^hlcliitiie  country  afibrdeth.  If  any  of  die  Sa- 
*^  racbns  have  nd)  fafruly  in  Arabia^  tbiy  mary  m^fcry 
^^  ioi. Sgri^;  and  'wbofoeteo?  of  theca  ^jtAls  any 
^'•feniflite  flavte,  he  may  purchafe  as  maay  as  he 
**  hath,  vxses&m  fonV  The  conquerors  prepared 
tbttfc,  or  to  abuffe,  iSnS^  gtacious  permjffion j  bu^ 
thte:  jtefflf*  i)f  their  itriuit^h  was  mafked  by  a  morta* 
lity  of -men  and  catrli;  and  twsmy-live  tliduland 
Saracens,  were  fiiatched  awa^-ffo^  the  pbfleffion  of 
Syriau  The  deiith;  of  Abu  Olieidah  Itfght  b^  fa* 
imewOMlj-by  the  (Sbeifti^is  \  Ibut  his  brethren^  retoh 
-bictfd  tjiat  te  '^z^k^nkcf  the  teft-el^  wfion^  the 
J||iroplet'Had  fmmd  Wthe  heirs^df  fearadife ^\  -  Ca- 

«'  ^t)u|f<?dti,  ABf aI.;MoQein.P,,7^.  'Mahomet could  artfully  ?juy 
the'  priircs  or  his'difciplc^. ' '  oi  Otnar  he  was  accuftomcd  to  %, 
HhatJtf  sf^pfoiilitt  coti^ef  ariTe'^tftcY-hiftirdf;  it  l^rcmld  be  Ottian:'^«i 

Wkf«  Sd?^fralrt:affP)Hiyki9rMii  would  b«  «xce4>tedibf  thedivtoe 
.6/^  li  led 
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ted  fiitvivcd  his  brethren  about  three  Jt»fs^i  fm4  ^  ^^  ^ • 
the  tomb  of  the  fword  of  God  is  fl^e^ti-  in  tht  wify^^ 
jieighbourhood  of  Emefa,  His  valour,  which  feimd- 
^  in  Arabia  and  Syria  the  empire  of  thje.^^Ii^i, 
was  fortified  by  the  q)iniob  of  a  fpecial  prcnride^i^.; 
and  as  long  as  he  wore  a  cap,  whi(di:  b^d  bdeli 
bleffed  b^  Maholnet,  (he  deemed  hiohfdf  iniidne- 
table  amidfl  the  darts  of  the  infidels. 

The  place  of  the  firft  conquerors  *ts  SnptptisA  Progrcft 
by  a  new  generation  of  thdr  cfaildrdn  aiuL-douh-  rianconr 
trymcn  :  Syria  became  the  feat  aad  fupport  bf  flie  ^^^^^' 
houfe  q£  Ommiyah ;  and  the  revenug/dii  fiaddkiS,   6^9-^55. 
the  fiiqas  of  .that  powerful  kingdom,  w<drb  oonfs- 
cxabed  to  enhu^e  on  every  fide  the  empir^i^  of  ithe 
xalipiis.    But  the  Saracens  defprfe  a  ibpil^uity  (tf 
iame;  and  their  hiftorians  fcarcely  coild^tefid  to 
mention  the  fubordinate  conquefts  Which  at^iojR: 
in  the  fplendour  and  rapidity  of  their  ^^i£koiious 
ctreen     To  the  nifrtb  of  Syria,  thiey  pallid  inpunt 
Taurus,  and  neduced^  to  their  obedc^itce:  the  jpt(^ 
vince  of  Ciiicia,  wkh  ns  dapital  Tarfu^,  4^e.ttOci* 
.c»t.  Qionument  ofthe'Affyrian  k&ig«.  *  Beyond  <a 
:r£ebond  ridge  of  the  fame  mountpuis,  4hey  ^r^ 
the  Jame  of  war,  rather  than  the  light  of  religion, 
as  far  a&.  the  ihores  of  the  Euxine  and  the  neigh^- 
bourhood  of  Conftantinople.    To  the  eq/i  they  ad- 
vanced to  the  banks  and  fources  of  the  l^^hrates 
^d  Tigris  ?^* :  the  long  difputed  barrier*  6f  Rome  and 

...   Perfia 

5^  Al  Wakidi  had  Ukewife  written  an  hiftory  9f  tbjecdnqneft  of 

Diarbckir,  oi:  Mefopotamia  '(Ockley,  at  the  end  of  th<e  n**  v<>1.)» 

'  which  our  interpreters  do  not  appear  to  have  fecn*    Tho  Chro»iclc 

.  of  Dionyfius  of  Tdmar,  the  Jacobite- patriarch  1  rccdrds  the  Uiking 

of  lidcfla  jAf.  D,  637,  and  of  Dara  A,  D.  ^41  (Aflcman.  BiWiot. 

.    .  E  c  4  Orient 
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'Pcrlia  ^2s  for  ever  confounded ;  thewaHs  of  Edeffii 

and  Amida,  of  Dara  an^  ISfifibis,  which  had  refifted 

the  arms  and  engines  pf  Sapor  or  N^fhirvan,  weft 

levelled  in  the  duft ;  and  the  holy  city  of  AbgaiftH 

might  vainly  produce  the  ef^iftle  of  the  image  of 

^  Chiift  to  an  unbelieving  conqueror.      To  the  d^, 

the  Syrian  kingdom  is  bounded  by  the  fed  5  and 

the  ruin  of  Aradus,  a  fmall  ifland  or  peninfula 

;on^e:coaft,  was  poftponed  during  texv.years.  But 

the  hilis'ofLibanus  abounded  in  tiniiber5..the  trade 

of  PhcbKiqia  was  populous  in  marineiiB ;    and  a 

(fleet  of  feventeen  hundred  barks  wa&  equipped  and 

-manned.by  the  natives  :of:tte.defcrt.  .  .The  Impie- 

rial  (navy  of  this  Aomans  fled  b^fbsre  theni.  from 

the  Pamphylian  rocks  toi  the  Plellefportt ;  .bait  the 

fpirit  i>f  the  emperor,  a  grandfon  of.  Heradiixs, 

had, been  fubdued:before  the  combat  by  a  dream 

;and5  a..pun?^     The  Saracens  rode  maftetsuaf  the 

feaj  aad  theiflandsiof  Cyprus^  Rhodes,  and  ^ 

Cyclades  were  flicceflively  es^poied  to  their  rapa- 

-cious  .  vif^^i :   ,  Three .  hundred   years  before    the 

:Ch^iMa|i  a^^  the  memorable  though  .fhiitlefsi  fi^ 

Ipi  Rhodes  ^^^  by  Demetrius,   had  fu^rniflied  that 

.     •  i  •  f     i  1  maidtime 

•QricDt*  tomjii.fp.  103)  ;-attd  the  atteathre  mSiy  g]ear>  fdme  <k>ulit*ul 
jafQrm.itk)»  fmm  the  ChronoprapKy  of  Theoplyries  (p^a^sJ-rr^f)* 
Moft  of  the  towns  of  Mefopotamia  yielded  by  funcnder  (Abulpha- 

J>i,  H^i4J4amt  that  he  wa«  at  Tfecfialonica,;  rau  harmlfiiLaqdjin- 
meaning  vi (ion;  but  his  foothfayer,  or  his  cowardice,  imderftood 
the  fufe  omen  of  a  defeat  concealed  in  that  inaufpicious  word  6«-? 
«\^ft;  wxuv.  Give  to  another  the  victory  (Theophan.  p.  a86.  Zpnaras^ 
torn.  iS.  1.  xiv.  p  88.).  ' 

'  9*  Every  pafTage  and  every  faA  that  relates  to  the  iflfe,  the  city, 

and  the  eolofluB  of  Rhewks,  are  tfompiled  in  the  laborit^ufe  freatlfc 

.of  Menrfiusj  v^rhoHasbeilowcd  the  Tame  diligence  on  the  two  lai^er 

iflands  of  Crete  -and  €y|»Tus.      Sec  in  the 'm^  vol.  of  hi^  woi'fe, 

•    '  -  the 


jeft  df  *a  Ojoj^y;  '  SA:  gigaa^i^'ltato*  ef  Ap6ll6  or  ts:; 
khe  {unpf^^bf'  cubfts^Si-  hfe%ht,;was  ere£led'  at 
fhe  fejutaifce^  of;  the  harfedut,*^  •nioniimfent  *  of  tW 
foeefiiim  sttiil  tiite  ansQif^r©^.^  -After  ftanding 
iiftv^fix:i-"WtrsV  the '^c^Mba  5f -'Midfcfc  '  trafe  'ovcr^ 


-tKa  >»g»dar»  of ^the' attdtM  tvoiiidi-  >^^IF^ A^eiief'roli 
leStak  byrdie^dflig^iicS  ^f >  tife ' ai»c&^,  Wfd  M 
to-^\|bw^TOetohant>  <^MM&yvAio  hm&ih  Ka^ 
dad«i'  ijiBfe  iibhdred'e«i^iyth*<he  Wei^  "^F'iHi 
^raflwdtii':  uii^eftdrmom%#^hr,  tliotigh  ^e  ffiouW 
^a*fiie  dab/hui«ired  cotoiSil^^gBres  ^,  anil  the'^f fe 
iftoofead  flatoeSyfvhichiad^iW^a  tfee  pfbi^iAtf'jik 
.44ie3€itytc£ih€fun^  r'^'t  <X^i^'-'  J.^v  .i  *>  'i  o:- v 
r  .."IL  TW  jGonqaiefr/oft^tft'iiiay t)e?^  Egy?t. 

dhc  chataaeriDf  the  vi^of^i^^iSkrkceiS;' She^P^  audirffof 
'ficft.of  Itis..iutian,  m'ik  aig^f^h^n^tliemeani^  ^  Amrou. 
the  brerilrfaa^was  ekajci'd/ iboye- his  mature  by  the 
.  ipmt  of .  eathufiafin*  -  The  birth  of '  Amff6u  was  at 
'Qilcc:bale:iaLnd  iHuftriouB:  'Hi^  mother,  'a  notorioia 
.proftitutei..  was  unable  to  decide  aifkyflg  five- of  "the 
Korei&^j  but.  the  pifoof-"^  rcfimblahice-  idjudged 
thex:hiW  taJUfi  the'<^Me^of 'herlovirt  The 

the  Rhodus  of  Meurfius^l.  i.  c.  15*  P-.7M— 7i9.)*     "^^^  Bytantme 
-yir^iteiJai.TilfQph^nes  and  Caiiftintiiw,  haVe  ighorantly  proronged 
the  term. to  1360  years  iuid  ridiculoufly  divide  tkc  wciglit\^im^$ 
30,000  camels.      ^  '.«.*..    n 

'   :95  Centum  celoffi  alium  nobilitaturi  locum,  fays  Pliny,-  with  lu» 
ufual  fpirit.    Hift.Natur.  xxxiv.  18. 

96  Wo  learn  this  anecdote  from  a  fpirftcd  old  w'om^,  who  re* 
..viled  to  their  faces  the  caliph  and  bis  friend.    She  was  etiqouraged 
by  the  filencc  of  Amrou«ar>d  the  liberality  of  Moawiyah  (Abulfcda, 
'AiuuiI.,Moflem. p.  xxi)* 

youth 
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9,  ^jA  ^'  youth  pf  Ami<M  w^s  iwpjejied  by  ihc  |)^e>ii$  and 
prejudice  of  t^  kin4^;  his  po^c  g^as^  was 
cxerctfipd  in  fatirkal  Verifes  a^aiaft.  the  peicion  and 
doftrine  of  Mahoni^t/,  his  dtxterity  waa  einf^loyed 
by  the  mgn^ng.  faiflioii  tp  p^ri^  ihs^  psAffQVs 
c^eji  who  had  t^k^n  rd^e  in  the  cq^eu^.  of  the 
^tl}iopian^  ,kingt'%    :  YfT  be  rc^urwd  fraoa  tUs 
en^^^y,,  a  fecref  pit^fi^tej  hit  ircsafcNl  i^.his  in>- 
t&coSir  ^determined  hfxfi  iQ  r^npiaiice  xlmworQdp  of 
i4oJs|  he  efifapedfri^m  Mefcca  withLbi*:fi!i»4  C^*- 
lfld|  and  the  pr<]|)het  c^  Medina  )^^y^  ddfc;  thk 
l^e  nioment  th^  fati^A^^ioiat  of  embraciil^/Ahe  twt 
£nxieft  ,<;han)pio|]^:pf  ,hi$.fm^f6*     Tbk  inapaiieQce 
pf  .^ioir^u  to  kftd  the  ai^mi^  of  the  fiittUwil  rvzt 
dsif^^t^  by;  th^  n^Doftf  of  Omar>.  vdsb  adiiSfdl 
ti^TiQt  t^:  £^]^;pj(^^^  and  dopiisitm^  i^nce  he 
who  is  a  fubjed  to-day,  may  be  a  pwne  vgmboi;-* 
Tovr«  ^  Yet  his  ^lenit  w^t  iK^t  :oyer]ookisd  b^  die  biiro 
iirft  ^iuccelToi's  ^  Mdkomct^  they  wem*  indebted  to 
]iu&.^n^f9r  the  <;<^tM)n^'af  PaieiJ^iDe$;aadinaIl  the 
battles  and.  ^i^ges.  of  Syrk»  he  muted  with  tbe 
temper  ^^^^^  chief,  the  talour  of  an  advtotiir<9m 
.{^ddier. , ,  Jgi  s^  vifH  to  Mecttna,  the  cdqdi:  exprdTed 
a  »wi^ jtgfur^^  tl^t  'fwbrd  which  had  cut  down  fb 
^xiaiiy; ;  ,Chfiftiw  Wif  r|ors  ;   the  .fcai  ..ctf  ^dtafi  uA- 
i]!ifathcda,|ljefft:aBd:Qr^ary  fcynwtorj  iabdasbe 
perceived  the,  furprife  of  Omar,  "  Alas  j**  faid  the 
^^^npd^^  ^i:5Mse^  itfclf,  wkhout  the 

^^'W^Ai^^  i^^  ^nfter,  i«  neither  fliarper  hof  more 
.«  weighty,  than   the    fvvord    pf.  Phaxiezdak    the 

-:  97  P'^Sfii^Y/*^  4?  f}<I«liomet,  torn*  H.  p.-4d,  Ab.  wbti  quotes  the 
.  ^byirii.ua^&jftp?;y»^or  wuwjwce,  of  AbdelBalcides.  .  Y«f  the  h&ct 

-.  .^^ , ...  •  ^poet/* 
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<*  |)oet^/^  After  the  cionqtieft  of  Egypt  he  fral  ^ ^^ 
recaHed  by  the  jeadoiify  of  the  caliph  Ckhimn  if  \^  j-mj 
bitt  in  the  fubfequtnt  trcmble^^  the  ambiticm  of  4 
feldkr,  a  ftatefman,  and  an  orator,  emerged  fronts 
a  private  ftatkA.  His  powerful  ftipport,  both  k% 
council  and  in  the  ii^ldi  eftabfifhed  the  throne  of 
the  Oitimtacle$ ;  the  adnun^ation  and.  re^vemie  of 
Kgypt  werereftorcd  by, -the  gratitude  of  MoaWiyah 
to  a  faithftifl  fPieild  who  bad  sraiied  himfelf  abore  the 
rank  of  a  ibb^^;  and  Amrou  endtd  his  dxji  m 
f he  palaee  and  city  which  he  had  foonAed  <m:  Uif 
baid^is  of  the  Nile^  Bh  dying  fpeech  to  bi$ 
children  is  celebrated^  by  the  Arabians  ds  a  model 
of  eloquence  jind  wiidom:'  he  deplored  tlfee  irroci 
of  his  youth ;  but  if  the  fknk^nt  was  ftill  mitiSM, 
by  the  vanity  of  a  poet,  he.  might  etaggerafe  l3m 
venom  and  miichief  of  his  inqMoua :  eomp^^ 
tions''.  .        '. 

From  his  camp,  in  Palefyiie«  Amrou  jiad  hn*  inyafioa 
prifed  or  apticipated  the  caliph's  le^ve  fox  thd  ik*  ^^  xk^^ 
vafion  of   Egypt  *''°,     The  magnanimoxis  Omar  J""*^ 
trailed  in  his   God  and.  his  fword^  n^iieh  had 

ihakea 

55  This  faying  is  prefervcd  by  Pocock  (Not.  ad  Carmen  Togral,. 
p.  i84.)»  «"^  j«ftJy  applauded  by  Mr.  Harris  (PJitlofophical  Ar- 
rangements, P*  350>).  . 

99  For  the  lifc  and  chara^er  qf  Amrou^fec  Ocklcr  (H)^..  of  tb^ 
Saracens,  vol.  i.  p.  28.  63.  94-  328.  342.  344.  and  to' the  end  of  tht 
volume;  vol  fi.  p-s^-SS-  5-7«  74  no— ii».i62.0  and'6tt€r(M«iu 
de  I' Academic  des  Infcriptions,  torn.  jcxi.  p.  131*  13 2«).  Thereadcrt 
of  Tacitus  may  aptly  compare  Vefp&fian  and  Muciamis,  wkh  Moft«- 
wiyah  and  Amrou.  Yet  Uk  refemblancc  is  flill  more  iathe  fituation^ 
than  in  thechanuaers  afthc  men.  -    . 

100  Al  Wakidi  had  likewife  compofcd  a  feparatc  hiftory  of  the  con^ 
^cft  of  Egypt,  which  Mr.  Ockley  could  never  procure  3  and  his  own 

inquirief 
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^  \v  ^  *^^*  **  thrones  of  Chofrbes  and  Caefar ;  but 
i^gr-^,  1  f  when  he  compared  the  flender  force  of  the  Mof<* 
tern?}  '^th  the  greatnefs  of  the  entcrprife,  he  con* 
demned  his  own  ralhne&i  and  Uftened  to  his;  timid 
^rimpanions.  Thie  pride  and  the  gireatnefs  of 
l*haradh  were  familiar  to  the  r€&ders  of  the  Koran ; 
and  a  -tenfold  repetition  of  prodigies  had  been 
fcaijcMyifufficient;  to  cfieft,  hot  the  victory,  but 
thb  flight  6f  fix  himdred-  thdu&xid  eifthe  children 
rf  ifirael :  the  cities  of  -Egypt  Jc^rer^  niany  and  po* 
pulotfs  i' their  airch'iteftui'e  Was  ftrong  and  folid; 
die  Nile- Widi; its  numerous  branches,  was  alone  an 
inft^erable  barrier  j  anid  the'  granary  of  the  Im- 
pmzl  dtef  mQnld  be  bbftin^tety  defended  by  the 
tt<»ink»p  jWivers.  -r  Itithis  ^perpleiity,  the  com- 
xnftaindcr  of 'the  faithful  refigncd  himfelf  to  the  de- 
t}lBk{niof  chance,  or,  'in  his  opinion,  of  prbvidetice. 
At  the  head  of  only  four  thoufand  Arabs,  the  in- 
-ot>r.viii  tr^id'^Amrotf  I  had  marched  away  from  his  ftation 
•^'a ./  <rf^  Oaza  when  he  Vas  overtaken  by  the  meflenger 
="1  rfnOman  .^^f  you' are  ftill  ih  Syria,'*  faid  the 
ambiguous  mandate,  '^  retreat  without  delay  ;  but 
t^  if^  at  the  receipt  of  this  epiftle,  you  have  al- 
"  ready  reached  the  frontiers  of  Egypt,  advance 
;"'wkh  confidence,  and  depend  on -the;  fuccour  of 
"  God  and  of  your  brethren/*  The  experience, 
;j(erhaps' '  the  fecret '  intelligence,  of  Amrou  had 
^taught^ liira  to  fufpedt  the  mutability  of  courts; 

inquiries  (voL  i.  p.  344— 36ft)  have  added  very  little  to  the  original 
fxxt  of  Eutychius  (Annal.  torn,  ii.- 1>.  296-^323  verf.  l^ocock),  the 
Mcrlchite  patriarch  of  Alfxaiidria,  who  lived  three  hundred  years 
4i&Kr  the  revolution. 

-3*  ^    .  -  ^^d 
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and  be  continued  his  piarch  tiJI  his  tents  were  un-.  ^HA  F\ 
queftionably  pitched  ^^n  Egyptian  grQun4-  He:  y^  -J,  ^ 
there ^flembkd  his  officers,  brpke  the  ieal,  p^rufed. 
the  epiftl^  .gr^-vely  inquired  the  name  and  fituatiqa 
of  the  place,  a;nd  declared  his,  r^ady  obedience  .to, 
the  commands  of  the  caliph.  After  a  fiege.'O^ 
thirty  days,  he  tpok  poffeffipn  of  Farmah  or  Pe* 
kfiun;ij  and  that,  key  of  Egypt,  asithas(be.en:juftly, 
named,  .unlocked  the^  entra^e  of.  the  country,  gj^ 
f^gtr  as .  the  ruins  of  J3^1iopolis  and  the  nt^lv- 
hourhood  of  the  modern  Cairo.  j  , 

.  .On  the  weilem  fide  of  the  Nile,  at. a  fmall  dif-  Thcdti^i 
tance   to  the  ciaft   of  the  Pyramids,  at  a  fmali  phis.Ba- 
diftance  to  the  fouth  of  the  Delta,  Memphis,  'one  |2ro''"^ 
hundred  and  fifty  furlongs  in  circumference,  diA 
played  the  magnificence  of  ancient  kings.     UndeF 
thp,  reign  of  the  Ptolemies  and  Caefars,  the  feat  of 
government  was  removed  to  th^  fea-coaft ;  the  an^ 
cient  capital  was  eclipfed  by  the  arts  and  opulencQ 
of  Alexandria  j    the   palaces,  and   at  length   the 
temples,  were  reduced  to  a  defolate  and  ruinous 
condition:  yet  in  the  age  of  Auguftus,  and  even 
in  that  of  Conftantine,  Memphis  was  ftill  number- 
jcd  among  the  greateft  and  moft  populous  of  the 
provincial  cities  "°^     The   banks  of  the  Nile,  in 
.this  place  of  the  breadth  of  three  thoufand  feet, 

"I  Strabo,  an  accurate  and  attentive  fpe<5lator,  obfervcs  of  Helio- 
polls  vwi  /M.iy  ow  ir»  itan^v^iMt;  r,  "jroXif  (Geograph.  1.  xviL  p.  1 158.) }  but 
of  Memphis,  he  declares,  'a;o^^  ^  tr»  (jny^Xr)  n  «ai  svai-lpo^  Stvrtfee, 

,ftiT  AXtiuv^^BiM  (p.  1161.);  he  notices,  however,  the  mixture  of 
inhabitants,  and  the  ruin  of  the  palaces.  In  the  proper  Egypt,  Am- 
mtanus  enumerates  Memphis  among  the  four  cities,.maximi8  urbi- 
bus  quibus  provincia  nitet  (xxii.  16.);  and  the  name  of  Memphis 
appeal's  with  diftinAion  In  the  Ronlan  Itinerai  y  and  epifcopal  lifts. 

were 
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were  imitcd  by  two  bridges  of  fixty-  and  of  thlrtf* 
boats,  connefted  in  the  middle  ftream  by  the 
fmall  ifland  of  Rouda,  which  was  covered  with 
gardens  and  habitations'*'*.  The  cafteni  extre- 
iility  of  the  bridge  was  terminated  by  the  town  of 
Babylon  and  the  camp  of  a  Roman  legion,  which 
protefted  the  paffage  of  the  river  and  the  fecond 
capital  of  tegypt.  This  importsmt  fortrefs,  which 
might  fairly  be  defcribed  as  a  part  of  Memphis  or 
Mifra/jy  was  inverted  by  the  arms  of  the  lieutenant 
of  Omar :  a  reinforcement  of  four  thoufand  Sara- 
cens  foon  arrived  in  his  camp;  and  the  military 
togines,  which  battered  the  walk,  may  be  imputed 
-  to  the  art  and  labour  of  his  Syrian  allies.  Yet  the 
liege  was  protrafted  to  feven  months  ;  and  the  rafli 
invaders  were  encompafled  and  threatened  by  th« 
inundation  of  the  Nile  "^  Their  laft  affault  wai 
bold  and  fuccefsful :  they  paffed  the  ditch,  which 
had  been  fortified  with  iron  fpikcs,  applied  theit 
fcaling- ladders,  entered  the  fortrefs  with  rfie  fhout 
of  "  God  is  viflorious !"  and  drove  the  remnant 
of  the  Greeks  to  their  boats  and  the  ifle  of  Rouda. 
The  fpot  was  afterwards  recommended  to  the  con- 
queror by  the  eafy  communicatioil  with  the  gulf  and 

»o*Ttiefc  rare  and  curious  fa61s,  the  breadth  (294.6  feet)  and  the 
bridge  of  the  Nile,  wx;  only  to  be  found  in  the  Danilli  trkveller  and 
the  Nubian  geographer  (p.  9S0» 

*oJ  From  the  month  of  April,  the  Nile  begins  imperceptibly  to 
rife;  the  fwdl becomes  ftrong  and  vifible  in  the  moon  after  the  fum- 
mcr  folftice  (Plin.  Hid.  Nat.  t.  10.),  and  is  ufually  proclaimed  at' 
Catro  on  St.  Peter's  day  (June  29).  A  regiilcr  of  thirty  fucceffivc 
years  marks  the  greateft  height  of  tlie  waters  between  July  25  and 
Auguft  18  (Maillet,  Drfcription  dc  TEgypte,  lettre  xi.  p.  67,  fite. 
Pocock'sDefciiption  of  the  Eaft,  vpLh-p.  agg.  Shaw's  Travfls, 

the 
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the  jHSnyiklief  Arabia^  tfee  teiMkis  of  Memphis  ^  ^l^^" 


were  deferted;  the  tentt  of  th*  Arabs  wece  convert- 
ed-into  pefmfanent  faabitatioias :  and  tho'firft  mdTck 
was.  bieiledi  by  the  prefehee  of  fourfccre  cocnpa^ 
liibns  of  Mahomet  ****.  A  new  city  aroft  in  their 
dimp  on  the  eaftward  bank  of  the  Nile ;  and  tha 
contiguous  quarters  of  Babylon  and  Foftat  are  con-^ 
founded  iii  their  prefent  decay  hy  the  appellation  of 
old  Mi&ah  or  Cairo,  of  which  they  form  on  extenfiftt 
fuburb.  But  the  name  of  Cairo,  the  town  df  tic- 
t(My,  more  ftrfaiy  belongs  to  the  modem  capital^ 
whidh  was  founded  in  the  tenth  century  by  the 
Fatimite  caliphs  *°*,  It  has  gradually  receded  from 
the  river,  but  the  continuity  of  buildings  may  be 
traced  by  an  attentive  eye  from  the  monuments  of 
Sefoftris  to  thofe  of  SaladiK  "°^ 

Yet  the  Arstbs,  after  a  glorious  and  profitable  Voluntary 
cntcrprife,  muft  have  retreated  to  the  defert,  harf  of^b^^°" 
they  not  fgund  a  powerful  alliance  in  the  heart  df  ?j°PfiJ|^^ 

A.  D.^si 

«04  ^iirtadl)  ^Ic^v€i^^8  dt  TEgypte,  143-^159.  He  expatiates  on 
-the  fubje<St  with  the  zeal  and  minutenefs  of  a  citizen  and  ^  bigot, 
and  his  local  traditions  have  a  ftrong  air  of  truth  and  accuraey . 

»5  D'Herbelot,  BiWiotheque  OricnJtjac,  R.  »33. . 

'^  The  pofitt09  of  New  and  of  Old  Cairo  is  well  known^  and  i^as 
been  often  defcribed.  Two  writer  who  were  intimately  acquainted 
with  ancient  and  modern  Bgypt,  have  fixed,  after  a  learned  inquiry , 
the  city  of  Memphis  at  Gizeb,  dirt6i\y  oppofite  the  Old  Cairo  (^card, 
Nouveaux  Memoires  des  Miflions  du  Levant,  tom^vi.  p.  j,  6.  Shaw't 
Obfervations  and  TrareU,  p.  396— 3040-  Yet  we  may  notilifre- 
gyd  the  authority  or  the  arguments  of  Pocock  (vol.  i.  p.  25— '4i*)f 
Nicbuhr  (Voyage,  tpm.i.  77.-*io6.)>  and,  above  all,  ofd'Anvillc 
(Defcription  4e  TEgypte,  p.  iii,  112.  130— 149.)»  who  Juve  re. 
noved  Memphis  towards  the  village  of  Mohannah,  fome  miles 
farther  to  the  fouth.  In  their  heat,  the  difputants  have  forgot  that 
the  ample  fpace  of  a  metropolis  covers  and  annihilates  the  far 
greater .pa»*t  of  the  controveriy. 

the 
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^  LL^'  the^cDiintryj  -TTbe^  t;af^  .-conq^cft  of  41^3|aiidef' 
was  'affiffacd  by^tb4  f^perititioD  and- revolt  of  the 
HativBS  ; .  .fhcy^  i  ibhpr^Pii  :  their  Periian  oppr^flprs^ 
tbedalbple6^l^.t.h^  Itf^g^^  rFhp  had  burnt  th^  temples. 
of  Egypt,  •  3,fHi  f<??ft^  vith  facrilegious  appetite  oa 
the  fle&  pi  rthe  gp4  Ajjig  ;^^  After  a  period  of 
ten  ^mtn^if^  jhefame revobtion  was  renewed  by  a 
fiSR^  cfaufe;  .aind  nx  the  fupport  of  aj^  ^compre^ 
heflftbie  cm^d*  the  zeal  of  the  Cc^tic^Chr^ans  -^^ 
e^*>atty  ^-^jrdeivt.  .  I  havie  already  esfplaift^  thf^orU 
j^'.and.progrefs  of  the  MQHophyfitc  controverfy, 
9Xid  the  .p^Xecution  of  the  en^erorsj- which  con-, 
Vjert^d  a. fed  into  a  natiofijj  and  -alienated  Egypt 
from  their  i^Iigion  and  governmeiit.  The  Sara% 
cens  were  received  as  the  deliverers  of  the  Jacobite 
church ;  and  a  fecret  find-  effeftual  treaty  was 
opened  during  the  fiege  of  Memphis  between  a 
viQforious  army  and  a  people  of  flaves.  A  rich 
tnd  noble  Egyptian,  of '  the  ciame  of  Mokawkas, 
had  diflfembled  his  faith  to  obtain  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  his  province :  in  the  diforders  of  the  Perfian 
war  he  afpired  to  .independence :  the  embafly  of 
Mahomet  ranked  him  among  princes ;  but  he  de- 
clined, with  fich  gifts  and  ambiguous  compliments, 
the  propofal  of  a,  new  religion  '°\  Tlie  abufe  of 
■       •  his 

i'^  See  Herodotus,  I.  iii.  c  17,2?^  29.  ^lian.  Hift*  Var.  1.  iv.  c.  8* 
Suic!as  in  Hyoc,  tom.ii.  p.  774.  Diodor.  Sicul.  torn.  ii.  I.xvii.  p.  197. 
edit.  Welfeling,  !'«>  Ui^a-ut  r^i&%KQtut  «*«  ra  »tgje,'  faya  the  laft  of 
thefe  hifloriaus, 

>o8  Mokavvkas  font  the  prophet  two  Coptic  damfels,  with  two 
maids,  and  one  eunnch,  an  alabaftcr  vafe,  an  ijigbtof  pure  gold,  otl, 
honey,  and  the  fineft  white  linen  of  Egypt,  with  ao  horfe,  a  mule^ 
and  an  afs^  diftinguiflied  by  their  refpeOive  qualifications.    Tbe 

embafly 
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his  trull  expofed  him  to  the  refentmcnt  of  Hera*  CHAP, 
clius ;  his*  fubmiilion  was  delayed  by  arrogancS 
and  iear;  and  his  confcience  was  prompted  by  in-^ 
tereft  to  throw  himfelf  on  the  favour  of  the  nation 
and  the  fupport  of  the  Saracens*  In  his  firft  con- 
ference with  Amrou,  he  heard  without  indignation 
the  ufual  option  of  the  Koran,  the  tribute,  or  the! 
fword.  "  The  Greeks,'*  replied  Mokawkas,  "  are 
**  determined  to  abide  the  determination  of  the 
"  fword;  but  with  the  Greeks  I  defire  ilo  com- 
munion, either  in  this  world  or  in  the  next,  and  I 
abjure  for  ever  the  Byzantine  tyrant,  his  fynod  of 
Chalcedon,  and  his  Melchite  flaves.  For  myfelf 
*^  and  my  brethren,  we  are  refolved  to  live  and  die 
*'  in  the  profeffion  of  the  gofpel  and  unity  of  Chrift. 
*'  It  is  impoffible  for  us  to  embrace  the  revelations 
*'  of  your  prophet  j  but  we  are  defirous  of  peace, 
**  and  cheerfully  fubmit  to  pay  tribute  and  obedi- 
^*  ence  to  his  temporal  fucceflbrs/'  The  triblite^ 
\vas  afcertained  at  two  piece«  of  gold  for  the  head, 
of  every  Chriftian ;  but  old  men,  monks,  women^ 
and  children,  of  both  fexcs,  under  fixteen  years 
of  age,  were  exempted  from  this  perfonal  afleflT- 
ment ;  the  Copts  above  and  below  Memphis  fwore 
allegiance  to  the  caliph,  and  promifed  an  hofpi^ 
table  entertainment  of  three  days  to  every  Muful- 
man  who  fhould  travel  through  their  country.  By 
this  charter  of  fedurity,  the  ecclcliaftical  and  civil 
tyranny  of  the  Melchites  was  deftroyed  ^'^^ :  the 

ana-» 

embafly  of  Mahomet  wag  diTpatched  from  Medina  in  the  feventh 
year  of  the  Hegira  (A.  D.  628.).  Sec  Gagnier  (Vie  it  Mahomet^ 
tbm.  ii.  p.  2S5,  256.  303. )»  from  Al  Jannabi. 

»<»9  The  praefcdture  of  E^ypt,  and  the  cpndu^  of  the  \wr,  had 
been  trufted  by  Hcracliustothe  patriarch  Cyriis  (Tbcophan.  p.  tSo^ 

Vol.  IX.  Ff  ^  aSi.} 
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CHAP,  anathemas  of  St.  Cyril  were  thundered  from  every 
pulpit;  and  the  facred  edifices,  with* the  patri- 
mony of  the  church,  were  reftored  to  the  national 
communion  of  the  Jacobites,  who  enjoyed  without 
moderation  the  moment  of  triumph  and  revenge. 
At  the  prefling  fummons  of  Amrou,  their  patri- 
arch Benjamin  emerged  from  his  defert ;  and,  after 
the  firft  interview,  the  courteous  Arab  affefted  to 
declare,  that  he  had  never  converfed  with  a  Chrif- 
tian  prieft  of  more  innocent  manners  and  a  mo^e 
venerable  afpeft"®.  In  the  march  from  Mem- 
phis to  Alexandria  the  lieutenant  of  Omar  en- 
trufted  his  fafety  to  the  zeal  and  gratitude  of  the 
Egyptians :  the  roads  and  bridges  were  diligently 
repaired ;  and  in  every  ftep  of  his  progrefs,  he 
could  depend  on  a  conftant  fupply  of  provilions 
and  intelligence.  The  Greeks  of  Egypt,  whofe 
numbers  could  fcarcely  equal  a  tenth  of  the  natives, 
were  overwhelmed  by  the  univerlal  defeftion ;  they 
had  ever  been  hated,  they  were  no  longer  feared  : 
the  magiftrate  fled  from  his  tribunal,  the  bifliop 
from  his  altar ;  and  the  diftant  garrifons  were  fur- 
prifed  or  ftarved  by  the  furrounding  multitudes. 
Had  not  the  Nile  afforded  a  fafe  and  ready  con- 
veyance to  the  fea,  not  an  individual  could  have 

aSi.).  "  In  Sp'hiD,"  ^(ftid  James  II.  "  do  you  not  confult  your 
pricfta  ?"  **  We  do,*'  replied  the  Catholic  ambaffador,  «<  and  our 
*•  affairs  fucceed  accordingly."  I  know  not  how  to  relate  the  plans 
of  Cynifey  of  paying  tribute  without  impairing  the  revenue,  and  of 
convert':^S;  Omar  by  his  marriage  with  the  emperor**  daughter  (Ni- 
ccphor.  fi^reviar.  p.  17, 18.). 

"«  See  the  life  of  Benjamin,  in  Renaudot  (Hift.  Patriarch.  Alex- 
drin.  p.  156— 17a.)*  who  has  enriched  the  conqueft  of  Egypt  wifth 
Home  fa^s  from  the  Arabic  text  of  Severus  the  Jacobite  hiftoriao. 

7  cfcaped^ 
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efcaped,  Avho  By  birth,  or  language,  or  office^  ^  ^^  ?• 
or  religion,  was  conneded  witk  their  odious  K^^r^r'^ 
name. 

By  the  retreat  of  the  Greeks  from  the  provinces  Sicgc  and 
of  Upper  Egypt,  a  confiderable  force  was  collected  of  j3ex? 
in  the  ifland  of  Delta:  the  natural  and  artificial  andria. 
channels  of  the  Nile  afforded  a  fiicceffion  qf^ftro^g 
and  defenfible  ports ;  ,and  the  road  to  Alex^ndri^ 
was  laborioufly  cleared  by  the  viftory  of  the  Sara- 
cens in  two  and  twenty  days  of  generaror  parti^ 
•combat.     In  their   annals   of  conqueft,   the  fiege* 
of  Alexandria  '"is  perhaps  the  mofl  ^duous  and^ 
important  enterprife*     The  firft  trading  city  in  the 
world  was  abundantly  repleniflied  with-  the  mean^ 
of  fubfiflence  and  defence.     Her  numerous  inha- 
bitants fought  for  the  deareft  of  human  rights,  re- 
ligion and  property  ;  and  the  enmity  of  the  natives 
feemed  to  exclude,  them  from  the  common  benefit 
of  peace  and  toleration.     The  fea  was  continually, 
open ;  and  if  Heraclius   had  been  awake  to  the 
public  diflrefs>  freih  armies  of  Romans  and  Bar-. 
barians  might  have  been  poured  into  the  harbour 
to  fave  the  fecond  capital  of  the  empire.     A  cir- 
cumference of  ten  miles  would  have  fcattered  the 
forces  of  the  Greeks,  and  favoured  the  ftratagems 
of  an  a£live  enemy ;  but  the  two  fides  of  an  oblong 
fquare  were  covered  by  the  fea  and  the  kke  Ma- 

"«  The  local  defcription  of  Alexandria  is  pcrfedly  afcertained  by 
the  maftcr  hand  of  the  firft  of  geographers  (d*Anvillc,  Memoire  fur 
TEgypte,  p.  51—63.)  5  but  we  may  borrow  the  eyes  of  the  modern 
travellers,  more  efpecially  of  1  hevcnot  (Voyage  au  Levant,  part  i^ 
?•  38:— 395.),  Pocock  (vol.  i.  p.  2 — 13.),  and  Nicbuhr  (Voyage  en 
Arable,  torn.  i.  p.  34—43.).  Of  the  two  modern  rivals,  Savary  and 
Volney,  the  one  may  amufc,  the  other  wlU  inftru^. 

T^f  2  raeotis^ 
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^  ^\a  ^  I'scotis^  and  each  of  the  narrow  ends*expofed  a  front 
of  no  more  than  ten  furlongs.  The  efforts  of  the 
Arabs  were  not  inidequate  to  the  difficulty  of  the 
slttempt  and  the  value  of  the  prize.  From  tho 
throne  of  Medina,  the  eyes  of  Omar  were  fixed  on 
the  camp  and  city :  his  voice  excited  to  arms  the 
Arabian  tribes  and  the  veterans  of  Syria ;  and  the 
merit  of  an  holy  war  was  recommended  by  the  pe- 
culiar fame  and  fertility  of  Egypt.  Anxiolis  for  the 
ruin  or  e±pulfion  of  thdr  tyrants,  the  faithful  na- 
tives  devoted  their  labours  to  the  fervice  of  Amrou  ; 
fome  fparks  of  martial  fpirit  wete  perhaps  rekindled 
by  the  example  of  their  allies ;  and  the  fanguine 
hopes  of  Mokawkas  had  fixed  his  fepulchre  in  the 
church  of  St.  John  of  Alexandria*  Eutychius  the 
patriarch  obferves,  that  the  Saracens  fought  with 
the  courage  of  lions  ;  they  repulfed  the  frequent  and 
almoft  daily  fallies  of  the  befieged,  and  foon  affaulted 
in  their  turn  the  walls  and  towers  of  the  city.  In 
every  attack,  the  fword,  the  banner  of  Amrou,  glit- 
tered in  the  van  of  the  Moflems.  On  a  memorable 
day,  he  was  betrayed  by  his  imprudent  valour :  his 
followers  who  had  entered  the  citadel  were  driven 
back;  and  the  general,  with  a  friend  and  a  flave^ 
remained  a  prifoner  in  the  hands  of  the  .Chriftians.. 
When  Amrou  was  condufted  before  the  praefeS, 
he  remembered  his  dignity  and  forgot  his  fituation  v 
a  lofty  demeanour,  and  refolute  language,  revealed 
the  lieutenant  of  the  caliph,  and  the  battle-axe  of  a 
foldier  was  already  raifed  to  ftrike  off  the  head  of 
the  audacious  captive.  His  life  was  faved  by  the 
readinefs  of  his  flave,  who  inftantly  gave  his  mafler 
a  bik)w  on  th^  face,  and  commanded  him,  with  aa 

angry 
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angry  tone,  to  be  filent  in  the  prefence  of  his  fu-  ^  ^JA  ^' 
periors.  The  credulous  Greek  was  deceived ;  hp 
liftened  to  the  offer  of  a  treaty,  and  his  pnfoners 
were  difmiffed  in  the  hope  of  a  more  refpedable 
enibafly,  till  the  joyful  acclamations  of  the  camp 
annoimced  the  return  of  their  general,  and  infulted 
the  folly  of  the  infidels.  At  length,  after  a  fiege 
of  fourteen  months  "*,  and  the  lofs  of  three  and 
twenty  thoufand  men,  the  Saracens  prevailed :  the 
Greeks  embarked  their  difpirited  and  diminifhed 
numbers,  and  the  ftandard  of  Mahomet  was  planted 
on  the  walls  of  the  capital  of  Egypt.  **  I  have 
taken,**  faid  Amrou  to  the  caliph,  *'  the  great 
city  of  the  Weft.  It  is  impofSble  for  me  to  " 
enumerate  the  variety  of  its  riches  and  beauty ; 
and  I  fhall  content  myfelf  with .  obferving,  that 
*'  it  contains  four  thoufand  palaces,  four  thoufand 
**  baths,  four  hundred  theatres  or  places  of  amufer 
*'  ment,  twelve  thouland  fhops  for  the  fale  of  ve» 
*'  getable  food,  and  forty  thoufand  tributary  Jews* 
**  The  town  has  been  fubdued  by  force  of  arms, 
*'  without  treaty  or  capitulation,  and  the  Moflemg 
**  are  impatient  to  feize  the  fruits  of  their  vic- 
*•  tory  **'.**     The  commander  of  the  iaithfiil  rc- 

"»  Both  Eutychius  (Annal.  torn.  ii.  p.  319.)  and  Elmacin  (Hitt. 
Saracen,  p.  2S,)  concur  in  fixing  the  taking  of  Alexandria  to  Friday 
of  the  new  moon  of  Moharram  of  the  twentieth  year  of  the  Hegir^ 
(December  2t«  A,  D.  640.) •  In  reckoning  backwards  fourteen 
months  fpent  before  Alexandria,  feven  months  before  Babylon,  &c. 
Jimroxx  might  have  invaded  Egypt  about  the  end  of  the  year  638 : 
but  we  arc  affured,  that  he  entered  the  country  the  ia*^  of  Baynl^ 
.^th  of  June  (Murtadi,  Merveilks  de  TEgypte,  p.  164*  Severut, 
apud  Renaudot,  p,  i6».)'  The  Saracen,  and  afterwards  LewisIX. 
of  France,  hailed  at  Pelufium,  or  Damietta,  during  the  ieafop  of  the 
inundation  of  the  Nile. 

^^i  Eutych.  AnnaL  torn.  ii.  p.  316. 3x9. 

Ff3  jea«4 
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CHAP,  jedied  with  firmnefs  the  idea  of  pillage,  and  direfted 
his  lieutenant  to  referve  the  wealth  and  revenue  of 
Alexandria  for  the  public  fervice  and  the  propaga- 
tion of  the  faith  t  the  inhabitants  ^ere  numbered ; 
a  tribute  was  impofed ;  the  fceal  an^  refentmeut  of 
the  Jacobites  were  curbed^  and  the  Melchites  who 
fubmitted  to  the  Arabian  yoke,  were  indulged  in 
the  obfcure  but  tranquil  exercife  of  their  worihip» 
The  intelligence  of  this  difgraceful  and  calamitou* 
event  afflifted  the  declining  health  of  the  emperor ; 
and  Heraclius  died  of  a  dropfy  about  feveo  weeks 
after  the  lofs  of  Alexandria  "\  Under  the  mino- 
rity of  his  grandfon,  the  clamours  of  a  people,  dfer 
prived  of  their  daily  fuftenance,  compelled  the 
Byzantine  court  to  undertake  the  recovery  of  the 
capital  of  Egypt.  In  the  fpace  of  four  years,  the 
harbour  and  fortifications  of  Alexandria  were  twice 
occupied  by  a  fleet  and  army  of  Romans.  They 
Were  twice  expelled  by  the  valour  of  Amrou,  who 
was  recalled  by  the  domeftic  peril  from  the  diftant 
wars  of  Tripoli  and  Nubia.  But  the  facility  of 
the  attemptj  the  repetition  of  the  infult,  and  the 
obftinacy  of  the  refiftance,  provoked  him  to  fwear, 
that  if  a  third  time  he  drove  the  infidels  into  the 
fea,  he  would  render  Alexandria  as  acceflible  on 
all  fides  as  the  houfe  of  a  proftitute.  Faithful  to 
his  promife,    he  difmantled  feveral   parts   of  the 

"4  Notwithflanding  fome  inconfiftencies  of  Theophanes  anJ  Cc- 
drerus,  the  accura.7  of  Pagi  (Critica,  torn.  ii.  p.  824.)  has  extrad- 
ecl  from  Nicephorus  and  the  Chronicon  Oricntalc  the  true  date  of 
the  death  of  Heraclius,  February  lith,  A.D.  64.1,  fifty  days  after 
the  lofs  of  Alexandria.  A  fourth  of  that  time  was  fufficicnt  to  cofl- 
Tey  the  intelligence. 

walls 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPrRE.  439 

walls  and  towers,  but  the  people  was  fpared  in  the  ^  ^^  ^* 
chaftifement  of  the  city,  and  the  mofch  of  Mercy  v^,^-vr^^ 
was  erefted  on  the  fpot  where  the  viftorious  gene- 
ral had  flopped  the  fiiry  of  his  troops. 

I  fhould  deceive  the  expeftation  of  the  reader,  if  I  The  Alex- 
paffed  in  filence  the  fate  of  the  Alexandrian  library,  library, 
as  it  is  defcribed  by  the  learned  Abulpharagius.  The 
fpirit  of  Amrou  was  more  curious  and  liberal  than 
that  of  his  brethren,  and  in  his  leifure  hours,  the 
Arabian  chief  was  pleafed  with  the  converfation  of 
John,  the  laft  difciple  of  Ammonius,  and  who  deriv- 
ed the  fumame  of  Philoponus^  from  his  laborious 
ftudies  of  grammar  and  philofophy  "^  Embolden- 
ed by  this  familiar  intercourse,  Philoponus  pre- 
fumed  to  folicit  a  gift,  ineftimable  in  his  opinion, 
contemptible  in  that  of  the  Barbarians ;  the  royal 
library,  which  alone,  among  the  fpoils  of  Alei^- 
andria^  had  not  been  appropriated  by  the  vifit 
and  the  feal  of  the  conqueror.  Amrou  was  in- 
clined to  gratify  the  wiih  of  the  grammarian,  but 
his  rigid  integrity  rcfufed  to  alienate  the  minuteft 
objeft  without  the  confent  of  the  caliph ;  and  the 
well-known  anfwer  of  Omar  was  infpired  by  the 
ignorance  of  a  fanatic.  "  If  thefe  writings  of  the 
^'  Greeks  agree  with  the  book  of  God,  they  are 
**  ufelefs  and  need  not  be  preferved :  if  they 
**  difagree,  they  are  pernicious  and  ought  to  be 

"5  Many  treatifes  of  this  lover  of  labour  ((ptXo-B-oKx)  arc  ftfll  ex- 
tant ;  but  for  readers  of  the  prefent  age,  the  printed  and  unpublifli- 
cd  are  nearly  in  the  fame  predicament.  Mofes  and  Ariftotle  are  the 
chief  objedts  of  his  verbofc  commentaries,  one  of  which  is  dated  as 
cariy  as  May  lo^h,  A.  D.  6i  7  (Fabric.  Bibliot.  Graec.  tom.  ix.  p.  4  s8 
— 468.)-  A  modern  (John  Le  C(erc),  who  fometimes  aflumed  the 
fame  name,  was  equal  to  old  Philoponus  in  diligence,  and  far  fu- 
perior  in  gpod  feni^  and  real  knowledge. 

F  f  4  «  deftroyed/' 
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c  H  A  P.  f€  deftroyed/'  The  fentence  was  executed  with 
blind  obedience :  the  volumfes  of  paper  or  parch- 
ment were  diftribiited  to  th^e  four  thoufand  baths  of 
the  city ;  and  fuch  was  their  iflcredible  multitude 
that  fix  months  were  barely  fufEcient  for  the  con- 
fumption  of  this  precious  fuel.  Since  the  Dynafties 
of  Abulpharagius'*^  have  been  given  to  the  world 
in  a  Latin  vci'fion,  the  tale  has  been  repeatedly 
tranfcribed;  and  every  fcholar,  with  pious  indig- 
nation, has  deplored  the  irreparable  fliipwreck  of 
the  learning,  the  arts,  and  the  genius,  of  antiquityt 
For  my  own  part,  I  am  ftrongly  tempted  to  depy 
both  the  fa£t  and  fiie  confequences.  The  faft  is 
indeed  marvellous ;  "  Read  and  v/onder !"  fays 
the  hiftorian  himfelf :  and  the  folitary  report  of  a 
ftranger  who  wrote  at  the  end  of  fix  hundred  year$ 
on  the  confines  of  Media,  is  overbalanced  by  the 
filence  of  two  annalifts  of  a  more  early  date,  both 
Chrifliims,  both  natives  of  Egypt,  and  the  moft 
ancient  of  whom,  the  patriarch  Eutychius,  has 
amply  defcribed  the  conqueft  of  Alexandria  "^ 
The  rigid  fenteiice  of  Omar  is  repugnant  to  the 
Icund  and  orthodox  precept  of  the  Mahometan  ca- 
fuifts:  they  exprcfsly  declare^  that  the  religious 
books  of  the  Jews  and  Chriftians,  which  are  ac- 

"<5  Abulpharag.  Dynaft.  p.  114.  vcrf.  Pocock.  Audi  quid  hSiam 
fit  et  mirarc.  It  would  be  endkfs  to  enumerate  the  moderns  who 
have  wondered  and  believed,  but  I  may  diftinguifli  with  honoui:  the 
rational  fcepticifm  of  Renaudot  (Hift.  Alex.  Patriarch,  p  179.)  •' 
hiftoria  ....  habet  aliquid  avirov  ut  Arabibus  familkire  eft. 

«"7  This  curioi|s  anecdote  will  be  vainly  fought  in  the  annals  pf 
Eutychius  and  the  Saracenic  hiftoiy  of  Elmacio.  The  filence  of 
Abiilfeda,  Murtadi,  and  a  crowd  of  MoflcQis,  is  lc(s  conclulxTe 
iFrom  their  ignorance  of  CbrifliaR  literature. 

quired 
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quired  by  the  right  of  war,  fliotild  never  be  com-  ^  ^^  ^» 
mitted  to  the  flames ;  and  that  the  works  of  pro- 
fane fcience,  hiftorians  or  poets,  phyficians  or  phi- 
lofophers,  may  b?  lawfully  applied  to  the  ufe  of 
the  faithful "'.     A  more  deftruQive  zeal  may  per* 
haps  be  attributed  to  the  firft  fucceCors  of  Maho- 
met ;  yet  in  this  inftance,  the  conflagration  would 
have  fpeedily  expired  in  the  deficiency  of  materials. 
I  fliall  not  rectpitulal^  the  difaflers  of  the  Alexaa- 
drian  library,  the  involuntary  flame  that  was  kindled 
by  Caefar  in  his  own  defence "%  or  the  mifchie«r 
vous  bigotry  of  the  Chriflians  who  ftudied  to  de- 
ftroy  the  monuments  of  idolatry  '*^     But  if  we 
gradually  defcend  from  the  age  of  the  Antonines 
to  that  of  Theodofius,  we  fliall  leam  from  a  chain 
of  contemporary  witnefles,  that  the  royaj  palace 
and  the  temple  of  Serapis  no  longer  contained  the 
four,   or  the  feven,  hundred  thoufand  volumes, 
which  had  been  aflembled  by  the  curiofity  and 
magnificence  of  the  Ptolemies  "'•     Perhaps  the 

"*  See  Reiandy  de  Jure  Mititari  Mohammedanorum,  in  his  m^ 
volume  of  DiiTertations,  p.  37.  The  rcafon  for  not  burning  the 
religious  books  of  the  Jews  or  Chriftiant » is  derived  from  the  relped 
that  is  due  to  the  name  of  God. 

>i9  CQnfult  the  colledlions  of  Frenflieim  (Supplement.  Ltviaa. 
f^  i«'  43-)  ^nd  Uflier  (Annal.  p.  469.)*  ^^^Y  himfelf  had  ftyled  the 
Alexandrian  library,  elegantisB  regum  curasque  egregium  opus  j  a 
liberal  encomium*  for  which  he  is  pertly  criticifed  by  the  narrow 
Aoicifm  of  Seneca  (De  Tranquillitate  Anlmi,  c.  9.),  whpfe  wiidom 
on  this  occafion,  deviates  into  uonfenfe* 

«*•  Sec  this  Hiftory,  vol,  v.  p.  iii. 

^  *"  Aulus  Geljigs  (No^cs  Atticae,  vi,  17.),  Ammianus  MarceU. 
linus  (xxii.  i6.)»  and  Orofius  (1.  vi.  c.  15.).    They  all  fpeak  in  the 
paji  tenfe,  and  the  Words  of  Ammianus  ar^  remarkably  ftrong^ 
fiicrunt  Bibliothece  innumerabil^s  ^  et  loquitur  monumentorum 
vetcrujn  copcinens  fidc9>  ^c. 

church 
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CHAP,  church  and  feat  of  the  patriarchs  might  be  enriched 
with  a  repofitory  of  books ;  but  if  the  ponderous 
mafs  [of  Arian  and  Monophyfite  controverfy  were 
indeed  confumed  in  the  public"  baths  '*%  a  philo- 
fopher  may  allow,  with  a  fmile,  that  it  was  ulti- 
mately devoted  to  the  benefit  of  mankind.  I  fm- 
cerely  regret  the  more  valuable  libraries  which 
have  been  involved  i|i  the  ruin  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire }  but  when  I  ferioufly  compute  the  lapfe  of 
ages,  the  wafte  of  ignorance,  and  the  calamities 
p{  war,  our  treafures,  rather  than  our  lofTes,  are  the 
object  of  my  furprife.  Many  curious  and  intereft- 
ing  fafts  are  buried  in  oblivion ;  the  three  great 
hiftorians  of  Rom^  have  been  tranfmitted  to  our 
hands  in  a  mutilated  ftate,  and  we  are  deprived  of 
many  pleafmg  compofitions  of  the  lyric,  iambic, 
and  dramatic  poetry  of  the  Greeks.  Yet  we  fliould 
gratefully  ranember,  that  the  mifchances  of  time 
and  accident  have  fpared  the  claflic  works  to  which 
the  fuffrage  of  antiquity"^  had  adjudged  the 
firft  place  of  genius  and  glory:  the  teachers  of 
ancient  knowledge,  who  are  ftill  extant,  had  perufed 
and  compared  the  writings  of  their  predeceffors  "* ; 

nor 

'^  Renaiidot  anfwers  for  verfions  of  the  Bible,  Hexapla  Caf^tuf 
Fatrum^  CommenUric*,  &c.  (p.  I70.)«  Our  Altxaadrian  MS.  if 
it  cam^e  from  Egypt,  and  not  from  Conftantinople  or  mount  Athos 
(Weftcin,  Prolegom.  ad  N.  T.  p.  S>  &c.)>  might  p^fii^lj  be  among 
them. 

II?  I  have  often  perufed  with  pleafure  a  chapter  of  Quintiliaa 
(Inftitut.  Orator.  X.  i.),  in  which  that  judicious  critic  enumerates 
and  appreciates  the  f<?rie8  of  Greek  and  Latin  claflicr« 

«H  Such  as  Galen,  Pliny,  Ariftotle,  &c.  On  this  fubjert  Wet- 
ion  (Refledions  on  ancient  and  modern  Learnxnf,  p.  ^S'^S-) 
argues  with  folid  fenfe,  agaioft  the  Uvely  «xotic  i«Qcie»  of  Sir 

William 
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tior  can  it  fairly  be  prefumed  that  any  important  CHAP, 
truth,  any  ufeful  difcovery  in  art  or  nature,  has  v^^-v^ 
been  fnatched  away  from  the  curiofity  of  modem 
ages. 

In  the  adminiftration  of  Egypt '*%  Amrou  ba-  Admini- 
Janced  the  demands  of  juftice  and  policy  ;  the  in-  Egy*pt"  ^^ 
tcreft  of  the  people  of  the  law,  who  were  defended 
by  God ;  and  of  the  people  of  the  alliance,  who 
were  protefted  by  man.  In  the  recent  tumult  of 
conqueft  and  deliverance,  the  tongue  of  the  Copts 
And  the  fword  of  the  Arabs  were  moft  adverfe  to 
the  tranquillity  of  the  province.  To  the  former, 
Amrou  declared,  that  fadion  and  falfehood  would 
be  doubly  chaftifed;  by  the  punilhment  of  the 
accufers,  whom  he  fliould  deteft  as  his  perfonal 
enemies,  and  by  the  promotion  of  their  innocent 
brethren,  whom  their  envy  had  laboured  to  injure 
and  fupplant.  He  excited  the  latter  by  the  mo- 
tives of  religion  and  honour  to  fuftain  the  dignity 
of  their  charafter,  to  endear  themfelves  by  a  mo^ 
deft  and  temperate  condufl:  to  God  and  the  caliph, 
to  fpare  and  proteft  a  people  who  had  trufted  to 
their  faith,  and  to  content  themfelves  with  the  le- 
gitimate and  fplendid  rewards  of  their  viftory.  In 
the  management  of  the  revenue  he  difapproved  the 
fimple  but  oppreflive  mode  of  a  capitation,  and 
preferred  with  reafon  a  proportion  of  taxes,   de- 

William  Temple.  The  contempt  of  the  Greeks  for  Barbaric 
fcience,  would  fcarcely  admit  the  Indian  or  .ffithiopic  books  into 
the  library  of  Alexandria  ;  nor  is  it  proved  that  philofophy  has  fuf- 
tained  any  real  lofs  from  their  exclufion. 

'^5  This  curtous  and  authentic  intelligence  of  Murtadi  (p.  a84— 
489.)  has  not  been  difcovcred  either  by  Mr.  Ockley,  or  by  the  fel£. 
fufficicat  compilers  of  the  Modern  Univerial  Hiftory. 

ducted 
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dufted  on  every  branch  from  the  clear  profits  of 
agriculture  and  commerce.  A  third  part  of  the 
tribute  was  appropriated  to  the  annual  repairs  of 
the  dykes  and  canals,  fo  efTential  to.  the  public 
welfare.  Under  his  adminiftration  the  fertility  of 
Egypt  fupplied  the  dearth  of  Arabia ;  and  a  firing 
of  camels,  laden  with  com  and  provifions,  covered 
almoft  without  an  interval  the  long  i*oad  from 
Memphis  to  Medina  ***.  But  the  genius  of  Amrou 
foon  renewed  the  maritime  communication  which 
had  been  attempted  or  atchieved  by  the  Pharaohs, 
th^  Ptolemies,  or  the  Csefars  j  and  a  canal,  at  leaft 
eighty  miles  in  length,  was  opened  from  the  Nile 
to  the  Red  Sea.  This  inland  navigation,  which 
would  have  joined  the  Mediterranean  and  the 
Indian  oce^n,  was  foon  difcontinued  as  ufelefs  and 
dangerous;  the  throne  was  removed  from  Me- 
dina to  Damafcus ;  and  the  Grecian  fleets  might 
have  explored  a  pafTage  to  the  holy  cities  of 
Arabia"', 
niches  Of  his  new  conqueft,  the  caliph  Omar  had  an 

and  pOpU-     .  r    r^     ^  iir  !•  f    r 

loufiicfs.  imperfect  knowledge  irom  the  voice  or  tame  and 
the  legends  of  the  Koran.  He  requefted  that  his 
lieutenant  would  place  before  his  eyes  the  realm  of 
Pharaoh  and  the  Amalekites ;  and  the  anfwer  of 
Amrpu  exhibits  a  lively  and  not  unfaithful  pifture 

1^  £iitycbiu8>  Annal.  torn.  ii.  p.  320.    Elmacin^  Hift.  Saracen. 
P-  35. 

**7  On  thefc  ab/cure  canals,  the  rcadef  inay  try  to  fatisfy  himfclf 
from  d^Anville  (Mem.  fur  VEgypte,  p.  ipS-^iio.  i24«  i3a.)>  ^nd  a 
learned  thefis  maintained  and  printed  at  Straiburg  in  the  year  1779 
(Jungendorum  marium  fluviorumque  mo1imina,p.  39—4.7*  68— 7o)« 
^ven  the  fupine  Turks  have  agitated  the  old  project  of  joining  the 
two  leas  (Memoirci  du  Baron  de  Tott^  toixi.  iy.}* 

of 
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of  that  Angular  country  "•.      *'  O  commander  of  ^  ^^  ^* 

**  the  faithful,  Egypt  is  a  compound  of  black  earth 

*'  and  green  plants,  between  a  pulverifed  mountain 

*'  and  a  red  fand.      The  diftance  from  Syene  to 

"  the  fea  is  a  month's  journey  for  an  horfeman. 

*'  Along  the  valley  defcends  a  river,  on  which  the 

"  bleffing  of  the  Moft  High  rcpofes  both  in  the 

**  evening  and  morning,  and  which  rifes  and  falls 

**  with   the   revolutions    of   the    fun   and  moon. 


u 
u 


*'  When  the  annual  difpenfation  of  providence 
unlocks  the  fprings  and  fountains  that  nourifh 
the  earth,  the  Nile  rolls  his  fwelling  and  found- 
ing waters  through  the  realm  of  Egypt :  the 
fields  are  overfpread  by  the  falutary  flood ;  and 
the  villages  communicate  with  each  other  in 
their  painted  barks.  The  retreat  of  the  inunda^ 
tion  depofits  a  fertilizing  mud  for  the  reception 
*'  of  the  various  feeds :  the  crowds  of  hufband- 
**  men  who  blacken  the  land  may  be  compared 
**  to  a  fwarm  of  induftrious  ants ;  and  their  na- 
tive indolence  is  quickened  by  the  lafh  of  the 
tafk-ma{ler,  and  the  promife  of  the  flowers  and 
fruits  of  a  plentiful  increafe.  Their  hope  is 
^*  feldom  deceived;  but  the  riches  whicji  they 
**  extraft  from  the  wheat,, the  barley,  and  the  rice,, 
**  the  legumes,  the  tfruit-trees,  and  the  cattle,  are. 
unequally  fliared  between  thofe  who  labour  and 
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»>*  A  fmal]  volume,  des  Mervcilles,  &c.  dc  TEgyptr,  compofed 
in  the  xiih^  century  by  Murtadi  of  Cairo,  and  tranflated  from  aa 
Arabic  MS.  of  Cardinal  Mazarin,  was  publiftitd  l)y  Pierre  Vaticr, 
Paris,  1 6di.  The  antiquities  of  Egypt  arc  wild  and  legendary :  but 
the  writer  defertes  credit  and  cfteem  for  his  account  of  the  con- 
queft  and  geography  of  his  native  country  (fee  th^  correfpondence 
/•f  Aduou  and  Omar,  p.  ft79—a$9.). 

4  "  thofe 
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c  HA  P.  a  i^jjQfg  ^jjo  poffefs.  According  to  the  vkiflitudes 
**  of  the  feafong J  the  face  of  the  country  is  adorned 
"  with  2iftlver  \i^ve,  a  verdant  emerald^  and  the 
*'  deep  yellow  of  a  golden  harveft  **•."  Yet  this 
beneficial  order  is  fometimes  interrupted ;  and  the 
long  delay  and  fudden  fwell  of  the  river  in  the  firft 
year  of  the  conqueft  might  afford  fome  colour  to 
an  edifying  fable.  It  is  faid,  that  the  annual  fa- 
crifice  of  a  virgin  *'•  had  been  interdifted  by  the 
piety  of  Omar ;  and  that  the  Nile  lay  fuUen  and 
inadive  in  his  (hallow  bed,  till  thq  mandate  of 
the  caliph  was  caft  into  the  obedient  flream,  which 
rofe  in  a  fingle  night  to  the  height  of  fixteen  cubits. 
The  admirs^tion  of  the  Arabs  for  their  new  con- 
queft  encouraged  the  licenfe  of  their  romantic 
fpirit.  We  may  read,  in  the  graveft  authors,  that 
Egypt  was  crowded  with  twenty  thoufand  cities  or 
villages''':    thaty  exclufive   of  the    Greeks    and 

Arabs, 

'*9  In  a  twenty  years  rcfidence  at  Cairo,  the  conful  Maillct  had 
contemplated  that  varying  fccnc,  the  Nile  (Icttrc  ii.  particularly 
p.  70.  75.)  \  the  fertility  of  the  land  (lettre  ix.).  From  a  college  it 
Cambridge,  the  poetic  eye  of  Gray  hz^/een  the  fame  objeAs  nvitb 
a  keener  {rlance : 

What  wonder  in  the  fultry  climes  that  fpread. 
Where  Nile,  redundant  o'er  his  fummcr  bed. 
From  his  broad  bofom  life  and  verdure  flings. 
And  broods  o'er  Egypt  with  his  watVy  wings ; 
If  with  advent'rous  oar,  and  ready  fail, 
The  duflcy  people  drive  before  the  gale : 
Or  on  frail  floats  to  neighbouring  cities  ride. 
That  rife  and  glitter  o'er  the  ambient  tide. 

(Mafon*8  Works,  and  Memoirs  of  Gray,  p.  i99»  aoo.)- 
»!•  Murtadi,  p.  T64 — 167.    Thf  reader  will  not  eafily  credit  an 
human  facrifice  under  the  Chriftian  emperors,  or  a  miracle  of  the 
fijGceflbrs  of  Mahomet. 

"*  Maillct,  Defcription  de  I'Egypte,  p.  a2.    He  mentions  this 
jnym^r  as  the  common  opinion ;  and  adds,  that  the  generality  of 

thefis 
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Arabs,  the  Copts  alone  were  found,  on  the  affeff-  ^  ^^  P- 
ment,  fix  millions  of  tributary  fubjcfts'^*, 
twenty  millions  of  either  fex,  and  of  every  age : 
fbaf  three  hundred  millions  of  gold  or  filver  were 
annually  paid  to  the  treafury  of  the  caliph  *".  Our 
reafon  mufl  be  ftartled  by  thefe  extravagant  affer- 
tions ;  and  they  will  become  more  palpable,  if  we 
afiiime  the  compafs  and  meafure  the  extent  of  ha- 
bitable ground ;  a  valley  from  the  tropic  to  Mem- 
phis, feldom  broader  than  twelve  miles,  and  the 
triangle  of  the  Delta,  a  flat  furfece  of  two  thoufand 
one  hundred  fquare  leagues,  compofe  a  twelfth 
part  of  the  magnitude  of  France  *^*.  A  more  ac- 
curate refearch  will  juftify  a  more  reafonable  cfti- 
mate.  The  three  hundred  millions,  created  by  the 
error  of  a  fcribe,  are  reduced  to  the  decent  revenue 

• 

thefe  villages  contain  two  or  three  thoufand  pt rfont^  and  that  many 
of  them  are  more  populous  than  our  large  cities. 

>3*  Eutych.  Annal.  torn.  it.  p.  308.  311.  The  twenty  Rsillioni  are 
computed  from  the  following  data  :  one  twelfth  of  mankind  above 
lizty,  one  third  below  fixteen,  the  proportion  of  men  to  women  as 
feventeen  to  fixteen  (Recherches  fur  la  Population  de  la  France, 
p.  7T,  7a.).  The  prcfident  Goguet  (Origine  des  Arts,  &c.  torn.  iii. 
p.  t6,  &c.)  beitows  twenty-feven  millions  on  ancient  E^ypt,  becauie 
the  feventeen  hundred  companions  of  Sefoftris  were  bom  on  the 
fame  day. 

■3]  Elmacin,  Hi  ft.  Saracen,  p.  aiS.  1  and  this  'grofs  lump  is  fwaU 
lowed  without  fcruple  byd*Herbelot  (Bibliot.  Orient  p.  1031.}, 
Arbuthnot  (Tables  of  ancient  Coins,  p.  26%.)»  and  the  Guignes  (Hift. 
dcs  Hubs,  torn.  iii.  p.  !$$•)*  They  might  allege  the  not  lefs  extra* 
vagant  liberality  of  Appfan  in  faTour  of  the  Ptolemies  (in  prae&t.) 
of  feventy-four  myriads,  740,000  talents,  an  annual  income  oftZ^f 
or  near  300^  millions  of  pounds  fterling,  according  as  we  reckon  bj^ 
the  Egyptian  or  the  Alexandrian  talent  (Bernard  de  Ponderibus 
Antiq.  p.  186.). 

iH  See  the  meafurement  of  d'AnviUe  (Mcfm.  fur  TEgypte^  p.  t|, 
&c.).  After  fome  peevift  cavils,  M.  Pauw  (Recherches  fur  les 
Egyptiens,  tom.  i.  p.  xi8-«ii2.)  can  only  enlai^ge  iiis  reckoning  to 
M50  fquare  lcaguet> 
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of  four  millions  three  hundred  thoufand  pieced  of 
gold,  of  which  nine  hundred  thoufand  were  coa- 
fumed  by  the  pay  of  the  foldiers  '^^  Two  au» 
thentic  lifts,  of  the  prelent  and  of  the  twelfth  cen- 
,  tury,  are  circumfcribed  within  the  refpeftable  num* 
bcr  of  two  thoufand  feven  hundred  villages  and 
towns  '^*4  After  a  long  refidence  at  Cairo,  a  French 
conful  has  ventured  to  aflign  about  four  millions 
of  Mahometans,  Chriftians,  and  Jews,  for  the  ample^ 
though  not  incredible,  fcope  of  the  population  of 

Egypt'" 

Africa.  IV.  The  conqileft  of  Africa,  from  the  Nile  to 
Kb^*'  the  Atlantic  ocean '",  was  firft  attempted  by  the 
Abdaiiah,  arms 

A.  D.  647« 

135  Renaudot,  Hift*  Patriarch.  Alesand.  p-  3^4.  who  calls  the 
common  reading  or  verfion  of  Elmacin,  error  I'tbrarii.  His  own 
emendation,  of  4,366,000  pieces,  in  the  ix***  century,  maintains  ^ 
'  probable  medium  between  the  3,00^,000  which  the  Arabs  acquired 
by  the  conqueft  of  Egypt  (idem,  p.  i68-)i  and  the  a,4oo,ooo  whicH 
the  fultan  of  Conftantinoplc  levied  in  ^thc  laft  century  (Pietro  della 
Valk,  torn.  i.  p.35»-;  Thcvenot,  parti,  p.  8240-  Pauw  (Re- 
chcrchcs,  torn.  il.  p.  365—375)  gradually  raifcs  the  revenue  of  the 
Pharaohs,  the  Ptolemiec»  and  the  Caefars,  from  fix  to  fifteen  milliont 
t        of  German  crowns, 

■*•  The  lift  of  Schultens  (Index  Geograph.  ad  calccm  Vit.  Saladin^ 
p.  5.)  contains  1396  places  5  that  of  d'Anville  (Mem.  fur  Ttgypte, 
p.  49.).  from  the  divan  of  Cairo,  enumerates  2696. 

IJ7  See  Maillet  (Defcription  de  I'Egypte,  p.  28.).  who  feemi  t6 
argue  with  candour  and  judgment,  I  am  much  better  fatisfied  with 
the  obfcrvations  than  with  the  reading  of  the  French  c«nful.  He 
vas  ignorant  of  Greek  and  Latin  literature,  and  his  fancy  is  too 
much  delighted  with  the  fiaions  of  the  Arabs,  Their  beft  know- 
ledge is  collefted  by  Abulfeda  (Defcript.*  JEgypt.  Arab,  et  Lat.  i 
Job.  David  Michaclis,  Gottingoe,  in  410, 1776)  ;  and  in  two  recent 
voyages  into  Egypt,  we  are  amuftd  by  Savary,  and  inftruded  by 
Volney,    I  wifli  the  latter  could  travel  over  the  globe. 

»3»  My  conqueft  of  Africa  is  drawn  from  two  French  interpreted 
of  Arabic  literature,  Cardonne  (Hilt,  de  lAfrique  et  delEfpagne 
fous  la  Domination  des  Arabes,  tom.  i.  p.  8— 55O  an<i  ^^er  (Hill, 
de  I'Academic  des  Infcriptions,  torn,  xxi,  p.  iii— ^i^s-  and  136.^. 
Tfecy  derive  their  principal  iaformation  from  Novatri,  who  coas^ 

pofed. 
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tons  6f  the  caliph  Othman.  Tlie  pious  defign  vira8  ^  ^^  ''• 
approved  by  the  companions  of  Mahomet  and  the 
chiefs  of  the  tribes  ;  and  twenty  thoufand  Arabs 
marthed  from  Medina,  with  the  gifts  and  the 
bleffing  of  the  commander  of  the  faithful.  They 
Ware  joined  in  the  camp  of  Memphis  by  twenty 
theufand  of  their  (Countrymen ;  and  the  condu&  of 
the  war  was  entrufled  to  Abdalbh  *^^i  the  fon  of 
Said  and  the  fofter^brother  of  the  caliph,  who  had 
lately  fttppknted  the  conqueror  and  Hettteftant  of 
Egypt  Tet  the  &vour  of  the  prince,  and  the 
merit  cyf  his  favourite^  could  not  obliterate  the 
guilt  of  his  apoftacy.  The  early  converfion  of 
Abdallah,  and  his  fkilful  pen^  had  recommended 
him  ta  the  important  office  of  tranfcribing  the 
jheets  of  the  Koran;  he  betrayed  his  truft,  cor^^: 
rupted  the  text,  derided  the  errors  which  he  had 
made,  and  fled  to  Mecca  to  efcape  the  juftice,  and 
expofe  the  ignorance,  6f  the  apoftle.  After  the 
conqueft  df  Mecca,  he  fell  proflrate  at  the  feet  of  \ 

Mahomet :  his  tears,  aftd  the  entreaties  of  Otbm^in^ 
extorted  a  reludlant  pardon;  but  the  prophet  de- 
clared tfiat  he  had  fo  long  helitated,  to  allow  time 
for  feme  zealous  difciple  to  avenge  his  injury  in 
the  blood  of  the  apoftate-  With  apparent  fidelity 
^and  effefllive  merit,  he  ferved  the  religion  which  it 

pofedy  A.  D.  1331,  an  EncyclopaediA  in  more  than  twenty  volumes. 
The  five  general  parts  fuccclTively  treat  of,  i.  Phyfics,  a.  Man, 
J.  Animals,  4.  Plants,  and,  5.  Hiftory ;  and  the  African  afl^airs  are 
difcuffed  in  the  vi^h  chapter  of  the  v**^  feaion  of  this  lafl  part 
(Reifke^  Prodidagmata  ad  Hagji  Chalifae  Tabulas,  p.  a3a-.*-a34.).  ' 
Among  the  older  hiftorians  who  are  quoted  by  Novairi  we  may  cHf- 
thiguifli  thfc  original  narrative  of  a  foldler  who  led  the  van  of  the 
Moflems. 

U9  See  the  hiitory  of  Abdallah,  in  Abulfeda  (Vit.  Mohammed-.' 
-pr  XC5h)  *iid  Gagnier  (Vit  dc  Mahomet,  torn.  iii.  p.  45—48.}. 

Vq  l,  IX.  G  2;  was 
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C  HA  p.  ^u^ras  no  longer  his^  intereft  to  defert :  his  birth  slndl 
talents  gave  him  an  honourable  rank  among  the 
Koreiih ;  and,  in  a  nation  of  cavalry,  Abdallah  was 
renowned  as  the  boldeft  and  moft  dextrous  horfe« 
mat!  of  Arabia.  At  the  head  of  forty  thoufand 
Moflems,  he  advanced  from  Egypt  into  the  tin- 
known  countries  of  the  Weft.  The  fands  of  Barca 
might  be  impervious  to  a  Roman  legion ;  but  the 
Arabs  were  attended  by  their  faithful  camels  j  arid 
the  natives  of  the  defert  beheld  without  terror  the 
familiar  afpedi  of  the  foil  and  climate.  After  a 
painful  march,  they  pitched  their  tents  before  the 
walls  of  Tripoli  '^""j  a  maritime  city  in  which  the 
name^  the  wealth,  and  the  inhabitants,  of  the  pro* 
vince  had  gradually  centered,  and  which  now 
inaintains  the  third  rank  among  the  ftates  of  Bar* 
bary.  A  reinforcement  of  Greeks  was  fiirprifed 
and  cut  in  pieces  on  the  fea-fliore ;  but  the  fortifi- 
cations of  Tripoli  refifted  the  firft  affaults  ;  and  the 
Saracens  were  tempted  by  the  approach  of  the  prae- 
fea  Gregory'**  to  relinquifh  the  labours  of  thic 

■40  The  province  and  city  of  Tripoli  arc  defcribcd  by  Leo  Afri- 
canus  (in  Navigatione  et  Viaggi  di  Rannu(io,tomJ.  Vcnetia,  X55o» 
fol.  76.  'verfo)  and  Marmol  (DefcriptionderAfrique,  tom.H.  p.  56a.). 
The  iirft  of  thefe  writers  was  a  l^oor,  a  fcholar,  and  a  tntTeUer, 
who  compofed  or  tranflated  his  African  geography  in  a  ftate  of  cap* 
tivity  at  Rome,  where  he  had  affumcd  the  name  and  religion  of 
pope  Leo  X.  In  a  fimllar  captivity  among  the  Moor8,.thc  Spaniard 
Marmol,  a  foldier  of  Charles  V.  compiled  his  Dcfcription  of  Africa^ 
tranflated  by  d'Ablancourt  into  French  (Paris,  1667,  3  vols,  in  4*0). 
Marmol  had  read  and  feen,  but  he  is  deftitute  of  the  curious  and 
extenfive  obfervation  which  abounds  in  the  original  work  of  L,eo  tb<^ 
African. 

H«  Thcophaties,  who  mentions  the  defeat,  rather  than  the  death^ 
of  Gregory.  He  brands  the  pra^fedt  with  the  name  of  Tt;p»»o(  $ 
ke  had  probably  aflumed  the  purple  (Chronographs  p.  aSj.}* 

7*  .  fxegc 
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ficge  for  the  perik  and  the  hopes  of  a  decifive  ^  ^^  ^* 
adtion.  If  his  flandard  was  followed  by  one  hun-  y-^l-j 
drcd  and  twenty  thoufand  men,  the  regular  bands  J^^^^^^ 
of  the  empire  muft  have  been  loft  in  the  naked  goryajfid 
and  diforderly  crowd  of  Africans  and  Moors,  who  tcr.  *"^  ^ 
formed  the  ftrength,  or  rather  the  numbers,  of  his 
hoft*  He  rejedted  with  indignation  the  option  of  the 
Koran  or  the  tribute  ;  ^d  during  feveral  days,  the 
two  armies  were  fiercely  engaged  from  the  dawn 
of  light  to  the  hour  of  noon,  when  their  fatigue 
and  the  exceflive  heat  compeHcd  them  to  feek 
fhelter  and  refrefhment  in  their  refpeftive  camps. 
The  daughter  of  Gregory,  a  maid  of  incomparable 
beauty  and  fpirit,  is  faid  to  have  fought  by  his 
fide:  from  her  earUeft  youth  fhe  was  trained  to 
mount  on  horfeback,  to  draw  the  bow,  and  to 
wield  the  fcymetar ;  and  the  richnefs  of  her  arms 
and  apparel  was  confpicuous  in  the  foremoft  ranks 
of  the  battle.  Her  hand,  with  an  hundred  thou- 
fand pieces  of  gold,  was  oflfered  for  the  head  of  the 
Arabian  general,  and  the  youths  of  Africa  were  ex- 
cited by  the  profpcft  of  the  glorious  prize.  At  the 
preiling  felicitation  of  his  brethren,  Abdallah  vsdth- 
4rew  his  perfon  from  the  field ;  but  the  Saracens 
were  difcouraged  by  the  retreat  of  their  leader, 
and  the  repetition  of  thefe  equal  or  unfuccefsful 

confli^* 

A  noble  Arabian,  who  afterwards  became  the  Vidoryof 
adverfary  of  Ali  and  the  father  of  a  caliph,  had  ^^^^'^*^** 
fignalized  his  valour  in  Egypt,  and  Zobeir  *^*  was 

t4A  Sec  in  Ockley  (Hitt,  of  the  Saracens,  ▼ol.ii.  p.  45.),  the  deatfti, 
of  Zobeir,  which  was  honoured  with  the  tears  of  Ali,  againft  whom 
he  had  rebelled.  Hw  valour  at  the  Hege  of  Babylon,  if  indeed  it  be  the 
fimoLC  pcrf«ij,i«  mentioned  by  Eutychiua  (Annal.tom.ij.  p.3o8.> 
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^  ^i*"  ^*  ^^  ^^  ^^  planted  a  fcalingttadder  agaiaft  the 
walls  of  Babylon.  In  the  African  war  he  was  de- 
tached from  the  flandard  of  Abdallah.  On  the 
news  of  the  battle,  Zobeir,  with  twelve  com* 
panions,  cut  his  way  through  the  caxnp  of  die 
Greeks,  and  preffed  forwards,  without  taftmg 
cither  food  or  repofe,  to  partake  of  the  dangers  of 
his  brethren.  He  caft  his  eyes  round  the  field: 
«  Where,"  faid  he,  «  is  our  general  ?"  «  la 
**  his  tent,'*  "  Is  the  tent  a  ftation  for  the  general 
"  of  the  Moflems  ?**  Abdallah  reprefented  with  a 
blufh  the  importance  of  his  own  life,  and  the  tempt- 
ation that  was  held  forth  by  the  Roman  praefed. 
"  Retort,'*  faid  Zobeir,  "  on  the  infidels  their 
^  ungenerous  attempt.  Proclaim  through  the 
^'  ranks,  that  the  head  of  Gregory  Ihall  be  repaid 
*'  with,  his  captive  daughter,  and  the  equal  fum  of 
"  one  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  gold.**  To  the 
courage  and  difcretion  of  Zobeir  the  lieutenant  of 
the  Caliph  entrufted  the  execution  of  his  own  ftra* 
tagem,  which  inclined  the  long-dilputed  balance  in 
FaA'our  of  the  Saracens.  Supplying  by  adivity 
and  artifice  the  deficiency  of  numbers,  a  part  of 
their  forces  lay  concealed  in  their  tents,  while  the 
remainder  prolonged  an  irregular  ikirmi(h  with  the 
jenemy,  till  the  fun  was  high  in  the  heavens.  On 
both  fides  they  retired  with  fainting  fteps:  their 
horfes  were  unbridled,  their  armouf  was  laid  afide, 
and  the  hofl:ile  nations  prepared,  or  feemed  to  pre- 
pare, for  the  refrefhment  of  the  evening,  and  the 
encounter  of  the  enfuing  day.  On  a  fudden,  the 
charge  was  founded;  the  Arabian  camp  poured 
forth  a  fwarm  of  ireih  and  intrepid  warriors ;  and 

*8  the 


or  THE  TtOMAN  EMPIREj  455 

the  long  Bac  of  the  Greeks  and  Africans  was  fur-  ?^  H  a  p, 
prifed,  affanltcd,  overturned,  by  new  fquadrong 
of  the  faithful,  who,  to  the  eye  of  fanaticifm,  might 
appear  as  a  band  of  angels  defcending  from  the 
fky.  The  prgefeft  himfelf  was  flain  by  the  hand 
of  Zobeir :  his  daughter,  who  fought  revenge  and 
death,  was  furrounded  and  made  prifoner ;  and  the 
fugitives  involved  in  their-  difafter  the  town  of 
Sufetuk,  to  which  ihey  efcaped  from  the  fabres 
and  landes  of  the  Arabs.  Sufetula  was  buik  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Carthage  t 
a  gendic  declivity  is  watered  by  a  running  ftream, 
and  ihaded  by  a  grove  of  Juniper  trees ;  and,  ia 
the  ruins  of  a  triumphal  arch,  a  portico,  and  three 
temples  of  the  Corinthian  order,  curiofity  may  yet 
admire  the  magnificence  of  the  Romans  *^\  After 
the  fall  of  this  opulent  city,  the  provindak  and 
Barbarians  implored  on  all  fides  the  mercy  of  the 
conqueror.  His  vanity  or  his  zeal  niight  be  flat- 
tered by  offers  of  tribute  or  profeffions  of  faith : 
but  his  loffes,  his  fatigues,  and  the  progrefs  of  an 
epidemical  difcafe,  prevented  a  folid  eftabliftimcnt  j 
and  the  Saracens,  after  a  campaign  of  fifteeipi 
months,  retreated  to  the  confines  of  Egypt,  with 
the  captives  and  the  wealth  of  their  African  expe- 
^dition.  The  caliph's  fifth  was  granted  to  a  fa- 
vourite, on  th^  nominal  payment  of  five  hundred 
thoufand  pieces   of  gold  '**  j    but  the   flate  was 

'*?  Shaw's  Travels,  p  ii8,  119 

'•♦^  MTmica  ehiptio,  fnys  Abulfeda,  erat  hare,  et  n)ira  donatio ; 
quandoquldem  Othman,iJu»  nomine  nummos  ex  aerario  prius  abla- 
tos  scrario  praeftabat  (Annal.  Moflem.  p.  78.).  Elmacin  (in  hi» 
cloudy  v«frlio's  p.  39.)fcem3  to  report  the  fame  job.  When  the 
Arabs  befieged  the  palace  of  Othndan,  it  ftood  hi^h  in  their  catalogue 
of  grievances. 

G  g  3  doubly 
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doubly  injured  by  this  fallacidus  tranfaftion,  if 
each  fdot-foldier  had  fhared  one  thoufand,  and 
each  horfeman  three  thoufand,  pieces,  in  the 
real  divifion  of  the  plunder.  The  author  of  the 
death  of  Gregory  was  expeSed  to  have  claimed 
the  moft  precious  reward  of  the  viftory :  from  his 
filence  it  might  be  prefumed  that  he  had  fallen  in 
the  battle,  till  the  tears  and  exclamations  of  the 
praefcd's  daughter  at  the  fight  of  Zobeir  revealed 
the  valour  and  modefty  of  that  gallant  foldien 
The  unfortunate  virgin  was  offered,  and  almoft 
rejeaed  as  a  flave,  by  her  father's  murderer,  who 
coolly  declared  that  his  fword  was  confecrated  to 
the  fervice  of  religion ;  and  that  he  laboured  for  a 
rccompence  far  above  the  charms  of  mortal  beauty, 

'  or  the  riches  of  this  tranfitory  life.  A  reward  con- 
genial to  his  temper,  was  the  honourable  com- 
miflion  of  announcing  to  the  caliph  Othman  the 
fuccefs  of  his  arms.  The  companions,  the  chiefs, 
and  the  people,  were  affembled  in  the  mofch  of 

.  Medina,  to  hear  the  interefling  narrative  of  Zobeir  ; 
and,  as  the  orator  forgot  nothing  except  the  merit 
of  his  own  counfels  and  adions,  the  name  of  Ab- 
dallah  was  joined  by  the  Arabians  with  the  heroic 
names  of  Caled  and  Amrou  '*^ 

Progrcfsof       ^^^  weftem  conquefts  of  the  Saracens  were  fuC- 
the  Sara-     pendcd  near  twenty  years,  till  their  difTenfions  were 

c^ns in  J  J  ' 

Africa,       compofed  by  the   eftablifliment  of  the  houfe   of 

66r^68o     Ommiyah:  and  the  caliph  Moawiyah  was  invited 

by  the  cries  of  the  Africans  themfelves*    The  fuc- 

Tprjy9^^^  rsrop  Tpttracn  xau  T«ff  trvf  avTu  kretvoo'i  ttcck  ro*XJ*?<7«rrcf  (popv^ 

fiirat.  ttav  Ap^u>9  wtr^^av*     Theophan.  Chronograph,  p.  285.  eclit. 
F^rh.  His  chronology  is  loofc  and  inaccurate. 

ceffo  rs 
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ceffors  of  Heraclius  had  been  informed  of  the  tri-  ^  h^a  f. 
bote  which  they  had  been  compelled  to  flipulate 
^th  the  Arabs ;  but  inftead  of  being  moved  to  pity 
and  relieve  their  diftrefe,  they  impofed,  as  an  equiva- 
lent or  a  fine,  a  fecond  tribute  of  a  fimilar  amount. 
The  ears  of  the  Byzantine  minifters  were  ihut 
againfl  the  complaints  of  their  poverty  and  ruin* 
their  defpair  iwas  reduced  to  prefer  the  dominion  of 
a  fingle  mafter ;  and>  the  extortions  of  the  patriarch 
of  Carthage,  who  was  invefted  with  civil  and  mi- 
litary power,  provoked  the  fedaries,  and  even  the 
Catholics,  of  the  Roman  province  to  abjure  the 
religion  as  well  as  the  authority  of  their  tyrants. 
The  firflr  lieutenant  of  Moawiyah  acquired  a  juft 
renown,  fubdu^d  an  important  city,  defeated  an 
army  of  thirty  thoufand  Greeks,  fwept  away  four* 
fcore  thoufand  captives,  and  enriched  with  their 
fpoils  the  bold  adventurers  of  Syria  and  Egypt  **^ 
But  the  title  of  conqueror  of  Africa  is  more  juftly 
due  to  his  fucceffor  Akbah.  He  marched  from  Da- 
mafcus  at  the  head  of  fen  thoufand  of  the  braveft 
Arabs ;  and  the  genuine  force  of  the  Moflems  was 
enlarged  by  the  doubtful  aid  and  converfion  of  many 
thoufand  Barbarians.  It  would  be  difficult,  nor 
is  it  neceflary,  to  trace  the  accurate  line  of  the 
progrefs  of  Akbah.  The  interior  regions  have 
been  peopled  by  the  Orientals  with  fiftitious  armies 
and  imaginary  citadpls.  In  the  warlike  prpyince  of 
vZab  or  Numidia,  fourfcore  thoufand  of  the  natives 

«+«  Theophanes  (in  Chronograph,  p.  293.)  inferts  the  vague 
rumours  that  might  reach  Conftaiitinople,  of  the  weftern  conqueftt 
of  the  Arabs ;  and  I  learn  from  Paui  Warnefrid,  deacon  of  Aqui- 
leia  (deGcftis  Langobard.  1.  v.  c.  13.),  that  at  this  time  they  fent  a 
iBeet  from  Alexandria  into  the  Sicilian  and  Atrican  fcaa. 

Q  g  4  might 
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'^  Ij^  ^  might  iSemhle  in  arms  5  but  the  number  of  three 
hundred  and  fixty  towns  is  incompatible  with  the 
ignorance  or  decay  of  hu{bandry  '*' ;  and  a  cir- 
cumference of  three  leagues  will  not  be  juftified  by 
the  ruins  of  Erbe  or  Lambcfa,  the  ancient  metro- 
polis of  that  inland  country.  As  we  approach  the 
fea-coaft,  the  ivell-known  cities  of  Bugia'*%  and 
Tangier  '^^  define  the  more  certain  limits  of  the  Sa- 
racen vi^ories.  A  remnant  of  trade  ftill  adheres 
to  the  commodious  harbour  of  Bugia,  which,  in 
a  more  profperous  age,  is  faid  to  have  contained 
about  twenty  thoufand  houfes  ;  and  the  plenty  of 
i]ron  which  is  dug  from  the  adjacent  mountains 
might  have  fupplied  a  braver  people  with  the  in* 
Aruments  of  defence.  The  remote  pofidon  and 
venerable  antiquity  of  Tingi,  or  Tangier,  have 
been  decorated  by  the  Greek  and  Arabian  fables; 
but  the  figurative  expreffions  of  the  latter,  that  the 
walls  were  conftrufted  of  brafs,  an^ii^that  the  roofs 
•were  covered  with  gold  and  filvet*,  may  be  inter- 
preted as  the  emblems  of  ftrength  and  opulence. 
The  province  of  Mauritania,  Tingitana'*%  which 

afiumed 

»47  SeeNovairi(apud  Otter,  p.  118.),  LeoAfricanq*  (fol.Si. v. *r/o)f 
who  reckons  only  cinque  cittae  infinite  cafal,  Marmol  (Defcription 
de  TAfrique,  torn.  iii.  p.  33),  and  Shaw  (Travels,  p*  57.  65—68.). 

»48  i,eo  Africaft.  fol.  58.  veifo,  59.  redo.  Marmol,  torn,  ii,  p.^4T59 

Shaw,  p.43' 

'49  Leo  African,  fol.  5*.    Marmol.  torn.  ii.  p.  »»8. 

>50  Regio  ignobilis,  et  vix  quicquam  illuftre  fortita,  parvis  oppidis 

habitatur,  parva  flumina  emittit,  folo  quam  viris  melior  et  fcgnitie 

gcntis  obfcura.    Pomponius  Mela,  i.  5.  iii.  10.     Mela  deferves  the 

niore  credit,  fmcc  his  own  Phoenician  anccftors  had  migrated  from 

Tingitana  to  Spain  (fee,  in  ii.  6.  a  paflage  of  that  geographer  fo 

cruelly  tortured  by  SalmafiUS,  Ifaac  Voffius,  and  the  moft  virulent 

of 
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aifumed  the  name  of  the  capital,  had  been  im»  ^  H  4  Fi 
perfectly  difcovcred  and  fettled  by  the  Romans  j 
the  five  colonies  were  confined  to  a  narrow  pale^ 
and  the  more  fouthem  parts  were  feldom  explored 
except  by  the  agents  of  luxury,  who  fearched  the 
forefts  for  ivory  and  the  citron  wood  '*%  and  the 
Hiores  of  the  ocean  for  the  purple  fhell-fifli.  The 
fcarlefs  Akbah  plunged  into  the  heart  of  the 
country ,^  travcrfed  the  wildemefs  in  which  his  fuc* 
ce0br8  creded  the  fplendid  capitals  of  Fez  and 
Morocco  **%  and  at  length  penetrated  to  the  verge 
of  the  Atlantic  and  thie  great  defert.  The  river 
Sus  defcends  from  the  weftern  fides  of  mount  Atlas-, 
fertilifes,  Hke  the  Nile,  the  adjacept  foil,  and  fells 
into  the  fea  at  a  moderate  diftance  from  the  Ca- 
nary, or  Fortunate,  iflands.    Its  banks  were  mha« 

of  critics,  James  Gronovius).  He  lived  at  the  time  of  the  final  rc- 
du^ion  of  that  country  by  the  emperor  Claudius  :  yet  al^aoft- thirty 
years  afterwards,  PUny  (Hift.  Nat.  v.  \,)  cosnplain^of  hia  authori^ 
too  lazy  to  inquire,  too  proud  to  confefs  their  ignorance  of  that 
wild  and  remote  province. 

>si  The  fooKfh  fafhion  of  this  citron  wood  pretailed  at  Rome  anM>Dg 
ihe  men^  as  much  as  the  tafte  for  pearls  nmong  the  women*  Aroiwd 
board  or  table,  four  or  five  feet  in  diameter,  fold  for  the  price  of  an 
cftate  (ktefindii  taxatione),  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  thoufend  poundli 
iterfing  (PHn.  Hift«  Natar.  xiii .  29.).  I  conceive  that  1  muft  not  con- 
found the  tree  citrus,  with  that  of  the  fruit  citrum.  But  I  am  not 
botanift  enough  to  define  the  former  Tit  is  like  the  wild  cyprefs)  by 
the  vulgar  or  Linnaean  name  ;  nor  will  I  decide  w  hether  the  eitrum 
be  the  orange  or  the  lemon.  Salmafius  appears  to  exhauft  thefuH- 
jedl,  but  he  too  often  involves  himfclf  in  the  web  of  his  difordeily 
cnidition  (Plinian.Exercitat.  torn.  ii.  p.  666,  &c.). 

^5*  Leo  African,  fol.  i6.  verfo.  Marmol,  tom,  ii.  p.  %%,  This  pro- 
vince, the  firft  fcenc  of  the  exploits  and  greatncfs  of  the  cberifs,  is 
often  mentioned  in  the  curious  hiftory  of  thatdynafty  at  the  end  of 
the  iii*  volume  of  Marmol,  Defcription  de  TAfrique.  The  iiid  voL 
of  the  Recherches  Hifterlques  fur  les  Maurcs  (lately  publiftied  at 
Paris)  illuftrates  the  hiftory  and  geography  of  the  kingdoms  of  Fc« 
and  Morocco. 

bited 
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CHAP,  bited  by  the  laft  of  the  Moors,  a  race  of  fiivages, 
without  laws,  or  difcipline,  or  religion :  they  were 
aftonilhed  by  the  ftrange  and  irrefiftible  terrors  of 
the  Oriental  arms;  and  as  they  poffeffed  neither 
gold  nor  filver,  the  richefl  fpoil  was  the  beauty  of 
the  female  captives,  fome  of  whom  were  afterwards 
fold  for  a  thoufand  pieces  of  gold.  The  career, 
though  not  the  zeal,  of  Akbah  was  checked  by  the 
profpeft  of  a  boundlefs  ocean.  He  fpurred  his 
horfe  into  the  waves,  and  raifing  his  eyes  to  heaven, 
exclaimed  with  the  tone  of  a  fanatic :  ^^  Great 
**  God !  if  my  courfe  were  not  flopped  by  this  fca, 
*^  I  would  ftill  go  on,  to  the  unknown  kingdoms 
**  of  the  Weft,  preaching  the  unity  of  thy  holy 
^^  name,  and  putting  to  the  fword  the  rebellious 
^^  i^ations  who  worihip  any  other  gods  than 
**  thee  '".'*  Yet  this  Mahometan  Alexander,  who 
iighad  for  new  worlds,  was  unable  to  preferve 
his  recent  conquefts.  By  the  univerfal  defe6bion 
of  the  Greeks  and  Africans,  he  was  recalled  from 
the  fhores  of  the  Atlantic,  and  the  furrounding 
multitudes  left  him  only  the  refource  of  an  honour- 
able death.  The  laft  fcene  was  dignified  by  an 
example  of  national  virtue.  An  ambitious  chief, 
who  had  difputed  the  command  and  failed  in  the 
attempt,  was  led  about  as  a  prifoner  in  the  camp 
of  the  Arabian  general.  The  infurgents  had 
trufted  to  his  difcontent  and  revenge ;  he  difdain? 
ed  their  offers  and  revealed  their  defigns.     In  the 

»5j  Otter  (p.  119.)  has  given  the  ftrong  toncof  fanaticifm  to  this 
exclamation,  which  Cardonne  (p.  37.)  has  foftcned  to  a  pioiis  wifh 
of  preaching  the  Koran.  Ytt  they  had  both  the  fame  text  of  Novairi 
before  their  cyc«.  » 

hour 


OF  THE  HOMAN  EMPIRE.  459 

hour  of  danger,  the  grateful  Akbah  unlocked  his  C  H  A  p. 
fetters,  and  advifed  him  to  retire;  he  chofe  to  die 
under  the  banner  of  his  rival.  Embracing  as 
iiiends  and  martyrs,  they  unflieathed  their  fcyrae- 
tars,  broke  their  fcabbards,  and  maintained  an 
obftinate  combat,  till  they  fell  by  each  other's  fide 
on  the  laft  of  their  flaughtered  countrymen.  The 
third  general  or  governor  of  Africa,  Zuheir, 
avenged  and  encountered  the  fate  of  his  predc* 
ceflbr.  He  vanquifhed  the  natives  in  many  bat- 
tles ;  he  "wias  overthrown  by  a  powerful  army, 
which  Conftantinople  had  fent  to  the  relief ,  qf 
Carthage.  '.  / 

It  had  been  the  frequent  praSice  of  the  Moprifli  Found*. 
tribes  to  join  the  invaders,  to  fhare  the  plundey,  c^f^Q^j^ 
to  profefs  the  fwth,  and  to  revolt. to  their,  favage     a.d. 
ftate  of  independence  and  idolatry,  on  the  firft  re-    ^°^  '^ 
treat  or  misfortime  of.  the  Mcrflepis.,    The  prudence 
of  Akbah  had  prc^ofed  to  rfound  an  Aral^ian  co- 
lony in  the  heart  of  AdFrica ;  a  citadel  that  migl^t 
curb  the  levity  of  the  barbarians,  a  place  of  re- 
fuge to  fecure,  agiainft  tbe/accidqnt$  of  w^rythc 
wealth  and  the  £sunilie8  of  the   Spiracens*      Wi^ 
this  view j  and  under  the  modeft  t&le  of  the  ftation 
of  a  caravan,  he  planted  this  colqny  ia.  thp  fiftie^ 
year  of  the  Hegira.     In  its  prefeiit  decay,  Cai- 
roan  ^^*  ftill  holds  the  fecond  rank  in  the  Ipngdogi 
of  Tunis,    from  which  it  is   diftant  about  fifty 

>f*  Tlie  foundation  of  Cairoan  is  mentioned  by  Otkley  (Hift.  of 

the  Saracens^  vol-,  ii.p.  119, 130.}}  and  the  fituation,  mofch»'&c.  of 

'  the  city  are  defcribed  by  Leo  Africfttius  (foK  75.),  Marmol  (torn*  M. 

^  -i  miles 
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c HA I^.    miles  to  the  fouth**" )  its  inland  fituation,  twdte 

nriles  weftward  of  the  fea,  has  protcfiked  the  city 

from  the  Greek  and  Sicilian  fleets^     When  the  wild 

-beafts   and  ferpents    were   extirpated,    whai   the 

foreft,  or  rather  wildernefs,  was  cleared,  the  vef- 

tiges  of  a  Roman  town  were  difcoYcred  in  a  fandy 

plain:    the  vegetable  food  of  Cairoan  is  Iwrought 

•from  afar ;  and  the  fcarcity  of  fprings  conftraias 

-the  inhaibitants  to  colled  in  ciftems  wsA  refervc^rs 

a  precaridus  fupply  of  niin- water.    Thde  obftacks 

fifirer^fubdued  by  tha  fnduftry  of  Akbah;  ht  tncqi 

d  c%rcufnf(^ence  of  three  thoufand  actd  fix  hundred 

paces,  which  he  encompaffed  with  a  brkk  wall; 

in  the  fpace  of  five  years,  the  gbv»raor's  palace 

.was  fnrrounded  witfc  arftffEcierit  number  of  private 

habitations ;    a  fy^oo!^  nsofcjit  was  fttpported  by 

-fke  hxj^drtd  coiumos  of  gcaiate,'  porphyry^  and 

Nuimdian  marble^  asid.  C^iioan  isecame  the  Cent 

"ef  ^Wilng  afe  WuH^as  of  cmpircj  -.But  dxefe  wwe 

'  the  gfer Jes  of^  -  k  lat?er  agii ;  the :  new  colony  wis 

'  ftakei^  by  the  f^cdSlive  defeats  of  Akbah  and  Z^« 

' hcif ;*  atid- the A?teftem  expeditions.  wei«  again  i^^ 

^W/upted  by  fhe  civ^U  difcord  of  the  Arabian  m^- 

'^xa^chy.    Thd^fibh'c^'  the  valiant  Zobefar  maintained 

-a  War  of  twelve  y^a^^  a  iiegq  of  feven  nxpnjtjbs 

"againft  the  hoafe  of  Omnliyah.  AHdallah  was  faid  to 

•  tiittte  the  fiercenefs  of  the  lion  with  the  fubtlety  of 

■    ■    -  .    ■     J.  .    ■ 

VS  A  portentous,  though  frequent,  miftakchas  been  the  confound- 
ing, from  a  flight  fimilitucle  of  name,  the  Cyrene  of  the  Greeks,  and 
the  Cairoan  of  the  Arabs,  two  cities  which  are  feparated  by  an  in* 
terval  of  a  thoufand  miles  along  the  fea-coaft-  The  great  Thuanus 
■  has  not  efcaped  this. faulty  the  lef$  excufable  as  it  is  connected  with  a 
formal  and  elaborate  defcription  of  Africa  CHiftgrifUr,  1.  vii.  c.  a.  in 
torn.  i.  p.  240.  edit.  Buckley.). 

the 
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the  fox ;  but  if  he  infaetlted  the  courage,  he  was  chap. 
ikvoid  of  the  generofity  of  his  father  *'*.  u-.^^,^ 

'  The  return  of  domcftic  peace  allowed  the  ca-  q^q^"^'^ 
llph  Abdalmalek  to  refume  the  conqucft  of  Africa ;  tbagc, 
the  ftandard  was  delivered  to  Haffim  governor  of  tf^J^R'g 
Egypt,  and  the  revenue  of  that  kingdom,  with  an 
army  of  forty  thoufand  men,  was  confecrated  to 
the  important  fervice.  In  the  viciffitudes  of  war, 
the  interior  provinces  had  been  alternately  won  ajad 
loll  by  the  Saracens.  But  the  fea-coafl  flill  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  the  Greeks  ;  the  predec^f- 
fors  of  HafTan  had  refpeOied  the  nan^g  and  forti- 
fications of  Carthage ;  and  the  number  of  its  de- 
fenders was  recruited  by  the  fugitives  of  Cabes  and 
Tripoli.  The  arms  of  Haffan  were  bolder  and 
more  fortunate ;  he  reduced  and  pillaged  the  me- 
tropolis of  Africa;  and  the  mention  of  fcaling- 
ladders  may  juftify  the  fufpicion  that  he  antici- 
pated, by  a  fudden  affault,  the  more  tedious  ope- 
rations of  a  regular  fiege.  But  the  joy  of  the  con- 
querors was  foon  difturbed  by  the  appearance  of 
the  Chriftian  fuccours.  The  praefeft  and  patri- 
cian John,  a  general  of  experience  and  renown, 
ismbarked  at  Conflantinople  the  forces  of  the 
Eaftem  empire  *" ;  they  were  joined  by  the  (hips 

and 

'56  Befides  the  Arabic  chronicles  of  Abulfeda,  Elimcin,  and  Abul- 
pbaragius,  under  the  lxxiii<*  year  of  the  Hegira,  we  may  confult 
d'Herbclot  (Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  7.)  and  Ockley  (Hift.  of  the  Sara- 
cens, vol.  ii.  p.  339— 349. )•  The  latter  lias  given  the  laft  and  pathe- 
tic dialogue  between  Abdallah  and  his  mother;  but  he  has  forgot 
a  phyiical  eife^  of  Jber  grief  for  his  deaths  the  return,  at  the  age  of 
ninety,  and  fatal  confequences,  of  her  menfrs, 

'17  AioyTto;  •  i  •  •  a'TTccrra.  ra  PctfAXixa  E|a>9r^»0'e  v^ca/mi,  ^^n/ny^v  ri 
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CHAP,  and  foldiers  of  Sicily,  arid  a  powerful  reinforce^ 
ment  of  Goths  '*'  was  obtained  from  the  feats  and 
religion  of  the  Spaniih  monarch.  The  weight  of 
the  confederate  navy  broke  the  chain  that  guarded 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour ;  the  Arabs  retired  to 
Cairoan,  or  Tripoli ;  the  Chriftians  landed ;  the 
citizens  hailed  the  enfign  of  the  crofs,  and  the 
winter  was  idly  wafted  in  the  dream  of  viftory  or 
deliverance.  But  Africa  was  irrecoverably  loft :  the 
zeal  and  refentment  of  the  commander  of  the  faith- 
ful '*•  prepared  in  the  enfuing  fpring  a  more  name* 
rous  armammt  by  fea  and  land ;  and  the  patrician 
in  his  turn  was  compelled  to  evacuate  the  poft  and 
fortifications  of  Carthage.  A  fecond  battle  was 
fought  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Utica :  the  Greeks 
and  Goths  were  again  defeated ;  and  their  timely 
embarkation  faved  them  from  the  fword  of  EEaflan^ 

Ka^X^^'^'^  xATft  TOW  Xa^axfituv  i^iTFifju^iv*  Nicephori  Coiiftan« 
tinopolitani  Breviar.  p.  a8.  The  patriarch  of  Conftantinople,  with 
Theophanes  (Chronograph,  p.  309.)>  have  (lightly  mentioDcd this laft 
attempt  for  the  relief  of  Africa.  Pagi  (Criticn,  torn.  iii.  p.  i»9. 141.) 
has  nicely  afcertained  the  chronology  by  a  ftri<5t  comparifon  of  the 
Arabic  and  Byzantine  hiftorians,  who  often  difagree  both  in  time 
and  fad.    See  like  wife  a  note  of  Otter  (p.  xix.). 

15S  Dove  s'erano  ridotti  i  nobili  Roman!  e  i  Gottt ;  and  afterwardu, 
i  Romani  fuggirono  e  i  Gotti,  lafciarono  Carthagine  (Leo  African* 
fol.  7».  rcvlo).  I  know  not  from  what  Arabic  writer  the  African  de- 
rived his  Goth.< ;  but  the  fadt,  though  new,  is  fo  intereftiug  aud  fo 
probable,  that  I  will  accept  it  on  the  flighteft  authority, 

'59  This  commander  is  ftylcd  by  Nicephorus  B<»:r»x«t;?  Xmfouetwff 
a  vague  though  not  improper  definition  of  the  caliph.  Theophanes 
introduces  the  itrange  appellation  of  npoTo<rvfA,0e?io^f  which  his  in- 
terprcter  Goar  explains  by  Fizir  Jizem.  They  may  approach  the 
.truth,  in  affigning  the  adlive  part  to  the  miniftcr,  rather  than  the 
prince  ;  but  they  forget  that  the  Ommiades  had  only  a  kate^,  or 
fecretary,  and  that  the  ofiSce  of  Vizir  was  not  revived  or  inftitutcd 
till  the  i32<»  year  of  the  Hegira  (d'Herbelot,  p.  91a.). 

who 
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who  had  mveftcd  the  flight  and  infufficient  rampart  C  HA  p. 
of  their  camp.  Whatever  yet  remained  of  Car-  y  ,-iJ 
thage,  was  delivered  to  the  flames,  and  the  colony 
of  Dido  ■**'  and  Caefar  lay  defolate  above  two 
hundred  years,  till  a  part,  perhaps  a  twentieth,  of 
the  old  circumference  was  repeopled  by  the  firfl:  of 
the  Fatimite  caliphs.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
fixteenth  century,  the  fecond  capital  of  the  Wefl: 
was  reprefented  by  a  mofch,  a  college  without 
ftudents,  twenty-five  or  thirty  fliops,  and  the  huts 
of  fi\5e  hundred  peafants,  who,  in  their  abjeft 
poverty,  difplayed  the  arrogance  of  the  Punic  fe- 
nators.  Even  that  paltry  village  was  fwept  away 
by  the  Spaniards  whom  Charles  the  Fifth  had 
ftationed  in  the  fortrefs  of  the  Goletta.  The  ruins 
of  Carthage  have  periflied;  and  the  place  might 
be  unknown  if  fome  broken  arches  of  an  aqueduQ: 
did  not  guide  the  footfl:ep&  of  the  inquifitive 
traveller  **'. 

The  Greeks  were  expelled,  but  the  Arabians  Final  con. 
were  not  yet  mafters  of  the  country.     In  the  in-  Africa! 
tenor  provinces  the  Moors  or  Berbers  '^*,  fo  feeble  .  ^^* 

under 

•  »^  According  to  Solinus  (I  »7.  p.  36.  edit.  Salmaf.)  the  Carthage 
of  Dido  flood  either  677  or  737  years;  a  various  reading,  which 
proceeds  from  the  difference  of  MSS.  or  editions  (Salmaf.  Pl^nian. 
Bzercit*  torn.  i.  p.  aiS.).  The  former  of  thefe  accounts,  which  gives 
J»3  years  before  Chrift,  is  more  confiftent  with  the  well-weighed 
teftimony  of  Vellcius  Paterculus:  but  the  latter  is  preferred  by  our 
chronologifts  (Marftiam,  Canon.  Chron.  p.  398.)  as  more  agreeable 
to  the  Hebrew  and  Tyrian  annals. 

^*  Leo  African,  fol.  71,  verfo;  7a,  redo.  Marmol,  torn.  ii.  p.  445 
•-447.    Shaw,  p.  80. 

'**The  hiftory  of  the  word  Barbar  may  be  claflcd  under  four  pe- 
riods. X.  In  the  time  of  Homer,  when  the  Greeks  and  Aliatlcs  might 

pro- 
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CHAP,  tinder  the  firft  Csefars,  fo  formidable  to  the  fiyssan* 
"'  tine  princes,  maintained  a  diforderly  refiftance  to 
the  religion  and  power  of  the  fucceflbrs  of  Maho- 
met. Under  the  ftandard  of  thdr  queen  Cahina 
the  independent  tribes  acquired  fome  de^ee  of 
union  and  difcipline ;  and  as  the  Moors  refpeScd 
hi  their  females  the  charafter  of  a  prophetefs,  they 
attacked  the  invaders  with  an  enthufidhi  fimilar 
to  their  own.  The  veteran  bands  of  Haffan  were 
inadequate  to  the  defence  of  Africa  :  the  conqueftd 
of  an  age  were  loft  in  a  fingle  day  ;  and  the  Ara- 
bian chief,  overwhelmed  by  the  torrent,  retired 
to  the  confines  of  Egypt,  and  expefted,  five  years^ 
the  promifed  fuccours  of  the  caliph.  After  the  re- 
treat of  the  Saracens,  the  victorious  prophetefs  af- 
fembled  the  Moorifc  chiefs,  and  reconimended  a 
meafure  of  ftrange  and  favage  policy.  "  Our  cities/^ 
liaid  ihe,  "  and  the  gold  and  filver  which  they 
•'  contain,  peVpetually  attrafl:  the  arms  of  the 
•*  Arabs.  Thefe  vile  metals  are  not  the  objcfts 
*'  of  our  ambition  j  we  content  ourfelves  with^  thr 

probably  ufe  a  common  idiom,  the  imitative  found  of  Barbar  was 
applied  to  the  ruder  tribes,  whofc  pronunciation  was  moft  harfh, 
whofe  grammar  was  moft  defeiJtive.  Ka^«c  Ba^^x^o^moi  (Iliad  iL 
867.  with  the  Oxford  fcholiaft,  Clarke's  Annotation,  and  Henry  Ste- 
phens s  Greek  Thefauarus,  torn,  i  p.  7«o.).  a.From  thetime^  H 
Icaft,  of  Herodotus,  it  was  extended  to  all  the  nations  who  were 
llrangers  to  the  language  and  manners  of  the  Greeks.  3.  In  the  age 
of  Plautus,  the  Romans  fubmitted  to  the  infult  (Pompeius  Feftu?^ 
1.  ii.  p.  48-  edit.  Dacier) ,  and  freely  gave  themfelvcs  the  name  of  Bar- 
barians. They  inienfibly  claimed  an  exemption  for  Italy,  and  her 
fubjed  provinces ;  and  at  length  removed  the  difgricefnl  appellation 
to  the  favage  or  hoftile  nations  beyond  the  pale  of  the  empire.  4.  In 
every  fenfe,  it  was  due  to  the  Moors  ;  the  familiar  word  was  bor* 
rowed  from  the  Latin  provincials  by  the  Arabian  conquerors,  and 
has  juftly  fettled  as  a  local  denomination  (Barbary)  along  the  north- 
ern coaft  of  Afnca. 

«  fimpir 
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fimple  produdlions  of  the  earth.  Let  us  ^eftroy  ^  H^  ^* 
thefe  cities ;  let  us  bury  in  their  ruins  thofe  per- 
nicious treafufes  ;  and  when  the  avarice  of  otif 
*^  foes  fliall  be  deftitute  of  temptation,  perhaps 
they  will  ceafe  to  difturb  the  tranquillity  of  a 
warlike  people/*  The  propofal  was  accepted 
with  unanimous  applaufe.  From  Tangier  to  Tri- 
.  poli  the  buildings,  or  at  leaft  the  fortifications, 
were  demolifhed,  the  fruit-trees  were  cut'down^ 
the  means  of  fubfiftence  were  extirpated,  a  fertile 
and  populous  garden  was  changed  into  a  defert^ 
and  the  hiftoyians  of  a  more  recent  period  could 
difcern  the  frequent  traces  of  the  profperity  and  d€* 
vaftation  of  their  anceftors.  Such  is  the  tale  of  the 
modern  Arabians.  Yet  I  ftrongly  fufpeft  that 
their  ignorance  of  antiquity,  the  love  of  the  mar-* 
vellous,  and  the  fafeion  of  extolling  the  philo-* 
fqphy  of  Barbarians,  has  induced  them  to  defcribei 
as  one  voluntary  ad,  the  calamities  of  three  hundred 
years  fince  the  firft  fury  of  the  Donatifts  and 
Vandals.  In  the  progrefs  of  the  revolt  Cahina  had 
moft  probably  contributed  her  fhare  of  deftruftion  j 
and  tlfe  alarm  of  univerfal  rum  might  terrify  and 
alienate  the  cities  that  had  reludantly  yielded  to 
her  unworthy  yoke.  They  no  longer  hoped,  per* 
haps  they  no  longer  wilked,  the  return  of  their 
Byzantine  fovereigns:  their  prefent  fervitiide  wa$ 
not  alleviated  by  the  benefits  of  order  and  juftice ; 
and  the  moft  zealous  Catholic  muft  prefer  the  im- 
perfeft  truths  of  the  Koran  to  the  blind  and  rude 
idolatry  of  the  Moors.  The  general  of  the  Saracens 
was  again  received  as  the  favidur  of  the  province : 
the  friends  of  civil  fociety  confpu'ed  againfl  the  fa- 
Vou  IX,  H  h  vag€$ 
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C  H  4  ?,'  vagcs  of  the  land ;  and  the  royal  prophetbfs  was 
vjir^P^   flain  in  the  firft  battle  which  overhirned  the  bafe- 
kfs  fabric  of  her  fuperftition  and  empire.      The 
fatne  fpirit  revived  under  the  fucceffor  of  Haflan ; 
it  was  finally  quelled  by  the  activity  of  Mufa  and  his 
two  fons ;  but  the  number  of  the  rebels  may  be  prc- 
fumcd  from  that  of  three  hundred  thoufand  captives; 
fixty  thoufand  of  whom,  the  caliph's  fifth,  were  fold 
for   the   profit   of  the    public    treafury.      Thirty 
thoufand  of  the  Barbarian  youth  were  enlifted.  in 
the  troops ;  and  the  pious  labours  of  Mufa  to  in- 
culcate the  knowledge  and  praftice  of  the  Koran, 
accuftomed  the  Africans  to  obey  the   apoftle   of 
God  and  the  commander  of  the  faithful.     In  their 
climate  and  government,  their  diet  and  habitation, 
the  wandering  Moors  refembled  the  Bedoweens  of 
Adaption    the  defert.     With  the  religion,  they  were  proud 
Moors.       to  adopt  the  language,  name,  arid  origin  of  Arab* : 
the  blood  of  the  flrangers  and  natives  was  infen- 
fibly  mingled  ;    and  from  the  Euphrates  ta  the 
Atlantic  the  fame  nation  might  fcem   to   be  dif- 
fufed  over  the   fandy  plains   of  Aiia  and  Africa. 
Yet  I  will  not  deny  that  fifty  thoufand   tents   of 
pure  Arabians  might  be  tfanfported  over  the  Nile, 
and  fcattercd  through  the  Lybian  defer  t;    and  I 
am  not  ignorant  that  five  of  the  Mooriih  tribes  ftill 
retain  their  barbarous  idiom,  with  the  appellation 
and  charaQ;er  of  white  Africans  '^K 

V.  la 

'  '•?  Tlic  firft  book  of  Leo,  Afrkaniis,  ^nil  thp  ob&rvatioa»  of  B^r 
Sbaw  (p.  aio.  123.  aa?.  %47t  ^c.),  will  throw  fome  light  on  the 
roving  tribes  of  Barbary,  of  Arabian  or  Moorifh  dcfccnt.  But 
Sbaw  bad  feen  tbefe  fiiTages  with  diftant  terror;  and  Leo,  a  captnfe 

IB 
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.Vi  In^  ptogrefs;  of  Wnqueft  from  th^  norfh  ^  ^^^  '• 
fitfid-fotitih  die  Goihs  ahd  theSaratens  encountered  v-^^^-O 
feach  odb^er  toft  the  c^ftftiefc  of  Europr  and  Africa,  ^^l^^^' 
In  the  ^fSmian  of  the  latter,  the  difference  of  te^  tcmpta- 
4igioR  is  a  rcftfptilt^Ie  ground  of  enmity  and  war-  drfigns  of 
ibre  *\    Ag  earjy  «s  the  time  of  Otibnan  "*'  their  t^^  AraU. 

.  *  '  r  A.  D.  709. 

fHncticaKquadrops  had  ravaged  the  coaft  of  Andalu*- 
^I'^^^^^UM  had  they  forgotten  the  relief  of  Carthage 
by  the  Gotl^c  fuccours.  In  that  age,  as.  well  asirt 
the.  .prefent,  the  kings  of  Spaia  were  poffeffed  of 
A«,fortref8.of  Ceuta  ;  one  of  the  columns  of  Her* 
cules,  which  is  divided  by  a  narrow  ftreight  from 
the  .  oppofite  pillar  or  point  of  Europe*  A  fmall 
portion  of  Mauritania  was  ftill  wanting  to  the 
African  conqijeft ;  but  Mufa,  in  the  pride  of  vie- 
tory,  was  repulfed,  from  the  walls  of  Ceuta,.  by  th^ 
vigilance  and  courage  of  count  Julian,  the  general 
of  the  Goths.  From  his  difappointment  and  per- 
pleidty,  Mufa  was  relieved  by  an  unexpected  mef- 

in  the  Vatican,  appears  to  have  loft  more  of  his  Arabic,  than  he 
Could  acquire  of  Grctk  or  Roman,  learning.  Many  of  his  grofs 
mtftakes  might  be  dete<5led  in  the  firft  pfriod  of  the  Mahomctaa 
hiftory. 

x6f  In  a  conference  ^ith  a  prince  of  the  Greek9»  AmroU  observed 
that  their  religion  was  different  5  upon  which  fcore  it  was  lawful . 
for  brothers  to  quarrel.     OcUcy's  Hiftory  of  the  Saracens»  vol.  i. 
p>  a«S* 

>6$  Abulfeda»  AntfaT.  Moflcm.  p.  ^S.  verf.  Re^e* 

»«fl  The  nan;ie  of  Andnlufia  is  applied  by  the  Arabs  not  only  to 
the  modem  piV^vince,  but  to  the  whole  pcninfula  of  Spain  (Geo- 
^aph.  iSfub.  p-XJi.  d'Herbelot,  BibKot.  Orient,  p.  X14,  1x5.). 
The  etyrtidbgy  lias>>een  moft  improbably  deduced  from  Vandalulia, 
Gdomry  of  the  Vandals  (d'Auville,  Itats  de  TEurope,  p.  146, 147, 
hem. ) .  But  ths  Hattdalufia  of  Cafiri,  which  fignifies  in  At abic,  the 
region  of  the  eTeoltig,  of  the  Weft,  in  a  word,  the  HeQ>eria  of  the 
ar«ekf>  jt  perftaiy  oppoftU  (Bibliot.  Arabico^Hifpana,  lom.  li. 

,^^  H  h  2  lage 
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^  \h  ^'  ^^^  ^^  *^  Chriftian  chief,  who  offered  *his  place^ 
his  perfon,  and  his  fword,  to  the  fucceflbrs  of 
Mahomet,  and  folicited  the  difgracefiil  honour  oi 
introducing  their  arms  into  the  hoart  of  Spain  '^^ 
If  ve  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  his  treachery,  the 
Spaniards  Ttdll  repeat  the  popular  ftory  of  his 
daughter  Cava  '** ;  of  a  virgin  who  was  feduced,  or 
raviihed,  by  her  fovcreign ;  of  a  father  who  facri- 
ficed  his  religion  and  country  to  the  third  of  re- 
venge. The  pafHons  of  princes  have  often  been 
licentious  and  deftrud:ive;  but  this  well-known 
tale,  romantic  in  itfelf,  is  indifferently  fupported 
by  external  evidence;  and  the  hiftory  of  Spaia 
will  fuggeft  fome  motives  of  intereft  and  policy 
more  congenial  to  the  breaft  of  a  veteran  ftatef- 
man  **'•    After  the  deceafe  or  depofition  of  Wi- 

•  tiza, 

« 

'^7  The  fall  and  refunredlion  of  the  Gothic  monarchr  are  rdated 
by  Mariana  (torn.  i.  p.  438 — 260. 1-  vi.  c.  19— z6.  1.  vii.  c.  i,  a). 
That  hiitorian  has  infufed  into  his  noble  work  (Hiftonae  de  Rebus 
llifpanix,  libri  xxx.  Hagst  Comitum  17339  in  four  iolumes  in  fblio» 
t^ith  the  Cont'fnuation  of  Miniana)^  the  ftyle  and  fpirit  of  a  Rooian 
ctaflic ;  and  after  the  xii*^  century,  his  knowledge  and  judgnient 
may  be  fafely  trufted.  But  the  Jefuit  is  not  exempt  from  the  pre- 
judices of  his  order ;  he  adopts  and  adorn8>  Hke  bis  rival  Buchanan, 
the  moft  abfurd  of  the  national  legends ;  he  is  too  caretefs  of  criti* 
cifm  and  chronology,  and  fupplies,  from  a  Hyely  fancy,  the  chatos 
of  hiftorical  evidence.  Thcfe  chafms  are  large  and  frequent  j 
Roderic  archbifhop  of  Toledo,  the  father  of  the  Spansih  hiftory, 
lived  five  hundred  years  after  the  conqueft  of  the  Arabs  $  and  the 
more  early  accounts  are  comprifed  in  fome  meagre  lines  of  the 
blind  chronicles  of  liidore  of  fiadajoz  (Pacepfis),  andof  Alphonfo 
III.  king  of  Leon,  which  I  have  feen  only  in  the  Annals  of  Pagi. 

|6S  Le  viol  (fays  Voltaire)  eft  aufli  difficile  a  h\rt  qu'k  prouver. 
1)c9  Ev^ques  fe  feroient  ils  lign^s  pour  une  fille  ?  (Hift*  Generab* 
c.  jocvi.).    His  argument  is  not  logieally  concluHve. 

i^  In  the  ftory  of  Cava,  Mariana  (K  vl.  c  ti^  p«  t4t,  to*)  fecme 
to  vie  with  the  Lucrctia  of  Livy.   ^ike  the  aacienttr  he  ieUom 

qvotct; 
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tiza,  his  two  fens  were  fuppianted  by  the  ambition  ^  ^^A  P 
of  Roderic,  a  noble  Goth,  whofe  father,  the  duke  v^^p-v^^ 
or  governor  of  a  province,  had  fallen  a  vidim  to  f^^Q^[i,;c 
th€  preceding  tyranny.  The  monarchy  was  ftiU  monarohf* 
eledive ;  but  the  fons  of  Witlza,  educated  on  the 
fteps  of  the  throne^  were*  impatient  of  a  private 
ftation.  Their  refentment  was  the  more  danger^ 
ous,  as  it  was  vamifhed  with  the  diffimulation  of 
courts :  thdr  followers  were  excited  by  the  remeni* 
brance  of  favours  and  the  promife  of  a  revolution ; 
and  their  uncle  Oppas,  archbifhop  of  Toledo  and 
Seville,  was  the  firft  perfon  in  the  church,  and 
the  fecond  in  the  (late.  It  is  probable  that  Julian 
was  involved  in  the  diTgrace  of  the  unfuccefsfui 
fadion,  that  he  had  little  to  hope  and  much  to 
fear  from  the  new  reign  j  and  that  the  imprudent 
king  could  not  forget  or  forgive  the  injuries  which 
Roderic  and  his  family  had  fuftained.  The  merit 
and  influence  of  the  count  rendered  him  an  ufeful 
or  formidable  fubjedt :  his  eftates  were  ample,  his 
fojlo^irers  bold  and  numerous,  and  it  was  too  fatally 
ihewn  that,  by  his  Andalufian  and  Mauritanian 
commands,  he  held  in  his  hand  the  keys  of  the 
l^panifh  monarchy.  Too  feeble,  however,  to 
meet  his  fovereign  in  arms,  he  fought  the  aid  of  a 
foreign  power;  and  his  rafli  invitation  of  the 
Moors  and  Arabs  produced  the  calamities  of  eight 
hundred  years.  In  hi$  epiftles,  or  in  a  perfonal 
interview,  he  revealed  the  wealth  and  nakednefs 

quotes ;  and  tbe  oldeft  teftimony  of  Barontut  (Annal.  £cc1eC  A.  D* 
7x3,  N<>  i$.}>  that  of  Lucas  TudcnfiSy  a  Gallician  deacon  of  the 
Xiii^k  century,  only  ftys^  Cava  quam  prey  coocttbina  utcbatur* 

H  h  3  of 
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CHAP,  of  Ms  country}  -the  weaknefis  of  aii  tmpopuiar  ^ 
prince;  the  degeneracy  of  an  effeminate ~ people. 
The  Goths  were  no  longer  the  vidorious '  Bpir* 
birians  who  had  humbled  the  pride  of  Rcsne, 
defpoiled  the  queen  of  nations^  and  penetrated 
from  the  Danube  to  the  Atlantic  ocean.  Seiciuded 
from  the  world  by  the  Pyrensean  mountains^ 
the  fucceffors  of  Alaric  had  {lumbered  in.  arloiig 
peace:  the  w^Ils  of  the  cities  were  mould^ed  into 
duft:  the  youth  had  abandoned  the  exei^He  of 
arms ;  and  the  prefumpfiba  of  theh-  ancient  re^ 
nown  would  expofe  them  in  z  field  of  battle  to  the 
firft;  alTault  of  the  invaders.  The  ambitious  Sa- 
racen was  fired  by  the  eafe  and  importance  e4  rfie 
attempt ;  but  the  execution  waa  delayed  till  he  had 
confulted  the  commander  of  the  ftathful ;  and  hi» 
mefleriger  returned  with  the  permiffion  of  Wjdid 
to  annex  the  unknown  kingdoms  of  the  Weft- to 
the  religion  and  throne  of  the  caliphs.  In  l^sl  refi- 
dence  of  Tangier,  Mufa,  "with  fecrecy  Hid^autien, 
continued  his  correfpondence  and  haftehed'his  ^re* 
parations,  -  But  the  remorfe  of  the  com^imtors 
was  Ibothed^  by  the  fallacious  affiirance  4hat  he 
fhould  content  himfelf  with  the  gbry  smd  %oil, 
widiout  ,afpiring  to  eilablifh  the  Modems  beyond 
the  fea  that  feparates  Africa  from  Eurc^*'**. 

Before 

ii 

i7o  Yht  Orlentolf,  ElmacifY,  Abnlpharftgius,  Abulfeda*  paf»  oTer 

the  conqueil  of  Spain  in  Hlence,  or  with  a  fingle  word.    The  text  of 

Novairi,  aQ4'  the  otbtr  Arabian  writera,  id  re|>refented«  ti^ougb  wUli 

fomc  foreiga  iillpy,  by  M^  de  Cardonne  (Uift*  de  TAfrique  et  de 

TEfpagne  foii3.1%I>QobnfttiQiidet  Arabes,  Pari^S76j«  3  to}.  'm^t^\ 

torn.  i.  p.  55-*^ii40>  ^uid  more  coacifely  by  JVL  de  Guigncs  (Hift* 

dcs 
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Before  Mufa  would  truft  an  army  of  the '  faith-  c  H  A  t- 
fill  to  the  traitors  and  infidels  of  a  foreign  land,  he  . »     -..'nj* 
made  a  lefs  dangerous  trial  of  their  ftrength  and  J^^^^*^^ 
veracity.     One  hundred  Arabs,  and  four  hundred  the  Arabs, 
Africans,  pafled  over,  in  four  veffcls,  from  Tan-  j^ju '  ^^''* 
gier  or  Ceuta ;  the  place  of  their  defcent  on  the 
oppofite  Ihore  of  the   ftreight,  is  marked  by  the 
name  of  Tarif  their  chief;    and  the  date   of  this 
npiemorable  event '^*  is  fixed  to  the  month  of  Ra- 
madan, of  the  ninety-firft  year  of  the  Hegira,  to- 
the  month  of  July,  fcvcn  hundred  and  fcJrty-eight 
years   from   the   Spanifh  aera  of   Csefar'^*,  feven 
hundred  and  ten  after  the  birth  of  Chrift.     From 
their  firft  ftation,    they    marched    eighteen  miles 

des  Hung,  rom.  i  p.  34-7— 350,)  The  libramn  of  the.  Efcnrial  haf. 
not  fitis'-.td  my  hopes  :  yet  he  appears  to  have  fearched  with  diligence 
his  broken  materials  j  and  the  hiftory  of  the  conqueft  is  ilhiftrated  by 
fome  valuable  fragments  of  the  genuine  Razis  (who  wrcrtc  at  Cor- 
duba,  A.  H.  :-o  j),  of  Ben  Hazily  &c.  See  Bibliot.  Arabico  Hifpana» 
torn,  ii.  p.  32. 105,  ic6. 182.252.  319  — 332.  On  this  occalion,  the  in- 
duftry  of  r  agi  has  been  aided  by  the  Arabic  learning  of  his  friend  the 
Abbe  de  Longoerue,  and  to  their  joint  labours  I  am  deeply  indebted. 

»7'  A'miftake  of  Roderic  of  Toledo,  in  comparing  the  Junar  years 
of  the  Hegira  with  the  Julian  years  of  the  JEra,  has  determined  Ba- 
ron iii^,  Mariana,  and  the  crowd  of  Spanifh  hiftorians,  to  place  the 
firft  invalion  in  the  year  713,  and  the  battle  of  Xcres  in  November 
714.  This  anachronifin  of  three  years  has  been  dete^^ed  by  the 
more  corre^  indu ft ry  of  modern  chronologiits,  above  all,  of  Fagi 
(Crit.^c^,tom.iii.  p.  169.  171—174  ),  who  have  reftored  the  gcnainc 
ftate  of  the  revolution.  At  the  prefcnt  time  an  ArabTau  fcholar,  like 
Cardonne,  who  adopts  the  ancient  error  (torn.  i.  p.  75),  is  inex- 
cufably  ignorant  or  carelefs. 

»7i  The  ^ra  of  Csefar,  which  in  Spain  was  in  legal  and  popular 
u'fe  till  the  xiv*h  century,  begins  thirty  eight  years  before  the  birth 
of  Chrift.  I  would  refer  the  origin  to  the  general  peace  by  fea  and 
land,  which  confirmed  the  power  and  partition  oi  the  triumvirt 
(Dion.  Caflius,  1.  xlviii.  p.  547- 553.  Appian  de  Bell.  Civil,  l.y. 
p.  1034.  edit  fol.)-  Spain  was  a  province  of  Csefar  dftavian  ;  and 
Tarragona,  which  railed  the  firft  temple  to  Auguftus  (Tacit.  An- 
Hal.  i.  78.),  might  borrow  from  the  Orientals  this  mode  of  flnttery. 

H  h  j»  through 
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through  an  hilly  country  to  the  taftle  and  town  of 
Julian  '^^ ;  on  which  (it  is  dill  called  Algezirc) 
they  beftowcd  the  name  of  the  Green  Ifland,  from 
a  verdant  cape  that  advances  into  the  fea.  Their 
hofpitable  entertainment,  the  Chriilians  who  joined 
their  ftandard,  their  inroad  into  a  fertile  and  un« 
guarded  province^  the  richnefs  of  their  fpoil  and 
the  fafety  of  their  return,  announced  to  their 
brethren  the  jnoft  favourable  omens  of  vidory. 
In  the  enfuing  fpring,  five  thoufand  veterans  and 
volunteers  were  embarked  under  the  command  of 
Tarik,  a  dauntlefs  and  ikilfyl  foldier,  who  fur.* 
paiTed  the  expectation  of  his  chief ;  and  the  nccef- 
fery  tranfports  were  provided  by  the  induftry  of 
Their fe-  their  too  faithful  ally.  The  Saracens  landed*^* 
fcj!lt,  at  the  pillar  or  point  of  Europe  5  the  corrupt  and 
A  D.  711,  fjtmiliar  appellation  of  Gibraltar  (G^bel  al  Tank  J 
defcribes  the  mountain  of  Tarik  J  and  the  intrench- 
ments  of  his  camp  were  the  firft  outliiie  of  tliofe 
fortifications,  which,  in  the  hands  of  our  coun-. 
try  men,  have  refifted  the  art  and  power  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon*  The  adjacent  governors  in* 
formed  the  court  of  Toledo  of  the  defcent  and 
progreft  of  the  Arabs ;  and  the  defeat  of  his  lieu- 
tenant Edeco,  who  had  been  commanded  to  fdze 
!  and  bind  the  prefumptuous  ftrangers,  admonifhed 

'7J  The  road,  the  country,  the  old  caftle  qf  count  Julian,  an4 
^e  fuperftitious  bclierof  the  Spaniards  of  hidden  trcafurcs,  &c.  are 
d^fcribed  br  Perc  Labat  (Voyages  en  Efpagnc  ct  en  Italie,  torn.  i. 
*  p.  207—117.)  with  his  ufual  pleafantry. 

«74  The  Nubian  Geographer  (p.  154.)  explains  the  topography  of 
the  war ;  but  it  is  highly  incredible  that  the  licatenant  of  Mufa 
ihould  execuU  the  d^fperate  and  ufelcfs  meafure  of  burning  his 
<hip8, 

Roderic 
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Roderic  of  the  magnitude  of  the  danger.    At  the  C  H^A  p. 
royal  fummons,  the  dukes  and  counts,  the  bifliops  w^^.i^^ 
and  nobles  of  the  Gothic  monarchy,  aflembled  at 
the  head  of  their  followers  j  and  the  title  of  king 
of  the  Romans,  which  is  employed  by  an  Arabic 
Wftorian,  may  be  cxcufed  by  the  clofe  affinity  of 
language,  religion,  and  manners,  between  the  na- 
tions of  Spain.     His  army  confifted  of  ninety  or 
an  hundred  thoufand  men  j    a  formidable  power, 
if  their  fidelity  and  difcipline  had  been  adequate  to 
their  numbers.     The  troops  of  Tarik  had  been 
augmented  to  twelve  thoufand  Saracens  ;   but  the 
Chriftian  malecontents  were  attraded  by  the  in- 
fluence of  Julian,  and  a  crowd  of  Africans  molt 
greedily  tailed  the  temporal  bleffings  of  the  Koran. 
In    the   neighbourhood   of  Cadiz,   the  town   of 
Xeres'"  has  been  illuftrated  by   the  encounter  andvi^o. 
which  determined  the  fate  of  the  kingdom ;  the  llll^J, 
ftream  of  the  Guadalete,  which  falls  into  the  bay, 
divided  the  two  camps,   and  marked  the  advan- 
cing and  retreating  ikirmifhes  of  three  fucceffive 
and  bloody  days.     On  the  fourth  day,  the  two 
armies  joined  a  more  ferious  and   dedfive  iifue ; 
but  Alaric  would  have  blufiied  at  the  light  of  his 
unworthy  fucceifor,  fuilaining  on  his  head  a  dta** 
dem  of  pearls,   incumbered  with  a   flowing  robe 
of  gold  and  filken  embroidery,  and  reclining  on  a 
Utter,  or  car  of  ivory,  drawn  by  two  white  mules. 
Notwithftanding  the  valour  of  the  Saracens,  they 

*7f  Xeret  (the  Roman  colony  of  Afta  Rcgta)  is  only  two  leagues 
from  Cadiz.  In  the  xvi«h  century,  it  was  a  granary  of  com  j  and 
the  wtne  of  Xeres  is  fxmittar  to  the  nations  of  Europe  (Lud.  Nonti 
Htfpania,  c.  13.  P-  54—56.  a  work  ofcorredand  concife  know* 
M$t  i  4' AnyiUci  Stats  de  VMvtvQft,  &c.  p.  x|4.}. 
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^*  u^^"^  fainted  under  the  we%ht  of  multitudes,  and  the 
plain  of  Xeres  was  OTErfpread  with  fixteen  thou-  " 
ffnd  of  their  dead  bodies.     *'  My  brethren/*  faid 
Tarik  to  his  furviving  companiotis,  **  the  enemy 
*t  15  before  you,  the  fca  is  behind  ;  whither  would 
**  ye  fly?    Follow. your  general:   I  am  refolved 
*'  either  to  Infe  nay^  life,   or    to  trample  on  the 
'^  proftrate  kimg  of  the  Romans/'      Befides  the 
refource  of  defpair,  he  confided  in  tlkt  fecret  cor- 
rcipondence    and    nodurnal   interviews   of  count 
Julian,  with  the  ions  and  the  brother  of  Witiza. 
The  two  princes  and  the  archbifliop   of  Toledo 
occupied   the    moft  important  p€)ft :    their  well- 
timed  defeftion  broke  the  ranks  of'  the  Chriftians ; 
each  warrior  was  prompted  by  fear  or  fufpicion  to' 
confult  his  perfonal  fafety ;  and  the  remains  of  the 
Gothic  army  were  fcattered  or  dcftroyed  in  the 
flight  and  purfuit    of  the  three  following  days. 
Amidft  the  general  diforder,  Roderic  flarted  from 
his  car,  and  mounted  Orelia,   the  fleeteft  of  his 
horfes;  but  he  efcaped  from  a  foldier's  death  to 
pciAfh  more  ignobly  in  the  waters*  of  the  Bcetis  or 
Guadalquivir.      His^  diadem,   hi^  fobeS,   aixd  his. 
dourier,  were  found  on  the  bank ;  but  as  the  body 
of  the  Gothic  prkicc  was  loft  in  the  waves,  the  pride 
jftid  ^aorance  of  the  caliph  muft  have  been  jgf  atified 
\^th"  fbme  meaner  head,  which  was*  expofed  in 
tritrntph  before  the  palace  of  Damafcus.    ^*  And 
*\  fech,**  continues  a  valiant  hiftorian  of  the  Arabsj 
"  is  the  fate  of  thofe  kings  who  withdraw  theob- 
*J  Ifelves  from  a  field  of  battle  ''\'' 

Count 

9 

i^  Id  fajie  infortuo^ . rej^lbufi  pe^em ex>  aoiereferentibas  faepecon* 
ti||gi|i;]^  Hazil  of  Grenada^in  Bibliot-  Arabico-Hifpana^tpm.  ii. 

p.  3*7' 
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'  Count  Julian  iiad  plunged  fo  dee^  into\guilt  arid  '  c  ^  A  p." 
infamy,  that  his  only  hope  was  in  the  ruin  of  his  \^.m^^^^ 
country.       After  the  battle  of  Xeres  he  recom-  ^^J,"  Q^f^;^ 
mended  the  moft  eflFtj&ial  meafures  to  the  Vi&ori-  monarchy, 
ous  Saracen.     "  The  king  of  the  Goths  is  flainj  ^•^•7". 
*'  their  princes  are  fled  before  you,  the  army  is 
"  r6uted,  the  nition  is  aftoniflied.     Secure  with 
^'  fufficient  detachments  the  cities  of  Boetica;  but 
in  perfon,  and  without  delay,   march  to  the 
royal -city  of  Toledo,    and   allow  vxA,  the  dif- 
"  traded  Ghjiftiahs  either  time  or  tranquillity  for 
*^  the  cledion  of  a  new  monarch;"     Tarik  liften- 
ed  to  his  advice.      A  Roman  captive  and  prole- 
lyte,  who  had    been    cnfianchifed  by  the  caliph 
himfelf,    aflaulted   Cordova    wifli  -  feven   hundred ' 
horfe :  he  Iwam  the  river,  furprifed  the  town,  and 
^rove  the  Chpftians  into  the  great  church,  where' 
they   defended   themfelves    above    three   months. 
Anothef  detachment  reduced  the  fea-coaft  of  Bde- 
tica,  which  in  the  laft  period  of  the  Mobriffi  powar  ^ 

has  comprlfcd  m    a  harrow  fpacd  the    populous* 
kingdom    of  Grenada.       The  march   of  Tarik ' 
from  the   Bcetiff  to  the  Tagiis  '^^,  was   (Jjp'efted 
through  the  Sierra  Morena,  that  feparates^  Ahda« 

p.  S4^  SomejCredulou&SpaoiardsMteve  that  l^ngltoderic^Qr  Rft* 
derigOy  efcaped  to  an  bermit'g  cell ;  and  others,  that  he  was  cait 
alive  Into  a  tub  full  of  ferpcnts,  from  whence  he  exclaimed,  with 
a  lamentable  voice,  **  they  devour-  the  part  with  which  1  have  fd- 
**  grievoufly  finned.**  (Don  Quixote,  part  ii,  l.iii.  c.i.). 

/»'7  Thcdhrcft  rdad  froit  Cordwba  to 'Toledo  waa  meafuredby 
Mr.  Swinburne's  mutes  in  7ti  hours;  but  a  larger  computation  muft- 
be  adopted  for  the  flow  and  devious  marches  of  an  army.  The  Arabs- 
traverfed  the  province  of  La  Maqcha,  which  the  pen  of  Cervantet 
has  transformed  into  claiTic  ground  to  the  reader  of  every  nation.    • 

lufia 
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^  \i  ^'  ^^^^^  ^^  GaiUIIe,  till  he  appeared  in  arms  under 
the  walls  of  Toledo  *^V  Tlic  mod  zealous  of  the 
Catholics  had  efcaped  with  the  relics  of  their 
faints  ;  and  if  the  gates  were  ihut,  it  was  only  till 
the  viftor  had  fubfcribed  a  fair  and  reafonable  capi- 
tulation. The  voluntary  exiles  were  allowed  to  de- 
part with  their  effe&s :  feven  churches  were  appro* 
priated  to  the  ChrifUan  worihip ;  the  archbifliop 
and  his  clergy  were  at  liberty  to  exercife  their 
fun£tions,  the  monks  to  pra&iTe  or  negled  their 
penance;  and  the  Goths  and  Romans  were  left 
in  all  civil  and  criminal  cafes  to  the  fubordinate 
jurifdi&ion  of  their  own  laws  and  magiftrates.  But 
if  the  juftice  of  Tarik  protected  the  Chriftians, 
his  gratitude  and  policy  rewarded  the  Jews,  to 
whofe  fecret  or  open  aid  he  was  indebted  for  his 
moft  important  acquifitions.  Perfecuted  by  the 
kings  and  fynods  of  Spain,  who  had  often  prefled 
the  alternative  of  banifhment  or  baptifm,  that 
outcaft  nation  embraced  the  moment  of  revenge : 
the  comparifon  of  their  paft  and  prefent  ftate  was 
the  pledge  of  their  fidelity ;  and  the  alliance  be- 
tween ^e  difciples  of  Mofes  and  of  Mahomet, 
was  maintained  till  the  final  aera  pf  their  common 
expulfion.  From  the  royal  feat  of  Toledo,  the 
Arabian  leader  fpread  his  conquefb  to  the  north, 
over  the  modern  realms  of  CaftiUe  and  Leon ;  but 
it  is  necdlefs  to  enumerate  the  cities  that  yielded 

»7»  The  antiquities  of  Toledo,  Urij  Farva  in  the  Punic  wars, 
Vrks  Regia  in  the  vi<>>  century,  are  briefly  defcribed  by  Nonius  (Hif* 
paniai  c.  59.  p.  181— 186.).  He  borrows  from  Roderic  the  fataU fa- 
iatium  of  Moorifh  portraits;  but  modeitly  infinuates  that  it  was  no 
more  than  a  Roman  amphitheatre. 
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on  his  approach,  or  again  to  defcribe  the  table  of  ^  ^A  P- 
emerald  ''*,  tranfportcd  from  the  Eaft  by  the  Ro- 
mans,  acquired  by  the  Goths  among  the  fpoils  of 
Rome,  and  prefented  by  the  Arabs  to  the  throne 
of  Damafcus.  Beyond  the  Auftrian  mountains,, 
the  maritime  town  of  Gijon  was  the  term  "**  of  the 
lieutenant  of  Mufa^  who  had  performed,  with  the 
fpeed  of  a  traveller,  his  victorious  march,  of  feven 
hundred  miles,  from  the  rock  of  Gibraltar  to  the 
bay  of  Kfcay.  The  failure  of  land  compelled 
him  to  retreat ;  and  he  was  recalled  to  Toledo, 
to  excuTe  his  prefumption  of  fubduing%  kingdom  m 
the  abfence  of  his  general.  Spain,  which,  in  a  more 
favage  and  diforderly  flate,  had  reiiiled,  two  hun*- 
drcd  years,  the  arms  of  the  Romans,  was  over- 
run in  a  few  months  by  thofe  of  the  Saracens ; 
and  fuch  was  the  eagerc^fs  of  fubmiffion  and  treaty, 
that  the  governed  of  Cordova  is  recorded  as  the 
ably  chief  who  fell,  without  conditions,  a  pii- 
foner  into  their  hands.  The  caufe  of  the  Goths 
had  been  irrevocably  judged  in  the  field  of  Xeres ; 
aud,  in  the  national  difmay,  each  part  of  the  mo- 

'79  In  the  Hiftoria  Arabum  (c.9.  p.  17.  ad  calcem  Clxnacin),  Ro* 
ieric  of  Toledo  dcfcribcs  the  emerald  tables,  and  inferts  the  name 
ef  Medinat  Almeyda  in  Arabic  words  and  letters.  He  appears  to  be 
coQTerfant  with  the  Mahometan  writers  $  but  I  cannot  agree  with 
M«  de  Guignes  (Hift.  des  Huns^  torn.  i.  p.  35009  that  he  had  read 
and  tranfcribed  Norairi ;  becatife  he  was  dead  an  httndred  years  be- 
fore Noyairi  compofed  his  hiftory.  This  miftake  is  founded  on  al 
ftill  grolfer  error.  M-  de  Guignes  confounds  the  hiAorian  Roderie 
SGmenes  archbiihop  of  Toledo  in  the  xui^^  century,  with  cardinal 
Xtmenes  who  governed  Spain  in  the  beginning  of  the  xvi'b,  and  «rai 
the  fubjei^,  not  the  author,  of  hiftorical  compodtions. 
.  >te  Tank  might  haveinlbnbed  on  the  laft  rock,  the  boaft  of  Reg* 
Hard  and  his  companions  in  their  Lapland  journey,  "  Hie  tandem 
<;  ftttkfttti^  fiobis  ubi  defkit  orbis." 

narchy 
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nartfay  declined  a  bonttd  vrith  the  'axttago&ifl:  who 
had  irihquiflied.the  united  fttength  of  the  whole '". 
That  ftrength  had  been  wafted  by  two  fucccffiTc 
feafons  of  iamme  andpeftilence;  and  the  govetii' 
.  ors^  who  wiere  impatient  to  fufrender,  might  ei&- 
aggerate  Jthe  difficulty  of  cdlleftfng  the  provifinift 
of  a  ficge.'  To  difafm  the  Chriftians,  fuparflitioii 
^kewiie  contributed   her  terrors^   and  the  fubtle 
Arab  ^couraged    the  report  of  dreams^  omen^ 
atid  prophecies,    and  of  the  portrdts  of  the  ddl 
tined  conquerorg  of  Spain,  that  ^^ere  difedvered 
on  breakingf*  open    an    apartment    <5f  thie  roysd. 
palacd%    Yet  a  fpark  of  tli^e  vital  flame^t^ra^  ftill 
alive:  fdme invincible  fugitives  preferred' a  life  of 
poverty  and  freedom  in  the  Axj^rian  vaHies ;  die 
hardy  mountaineers  repulf^d  th^d  flaves  of  the .  car 
Jipk;   and'thi^  fword  of  Pelagiu^  hai&  heen  tranf- 
fdrmed^huotbe  fceptre  of  the  catholic  kings '*\  •; 
conqufft    '    Oa  the  intell^nce  of  this  ra}»d  fuccefs,  Jdne 
byMufa     sipplaufc  of  Mufa  degenerated  into  envy;  and  he 
A.  D.  7ia.  began,   not  to  ccanplain,    but  to  fisar  that  Tank 
would  leave :  him  nodiinig  to  fubdue.    At  the  head 
of  ten  thoufand  Arabs  and  eight  thoufand  Africans, 
Tie  paffed  over  in  perfon  from  Mauritania  to  Spain  s 
.the  firft  of  his  companiont  were  the  nobleft  of  the 


l^k  Such  was  the  sr^^iimcnt  of  the  traitor  Opfkas^  and  every  cbief 
to  ^rhotti  it  was^  addt-cifed  did  not  anfwer  with  the  fpint  of  Pekgins  i 
0«iAift  Hifpaitfa  dudum  fub  uoo  regimine  Gotbontm,  omoia  -xxtr* 
titiif  Hiffatiiai  in  unocongrefattisIfmaelSamm  aoa  nkvat  iuAi^ 
^eir  impetum.    Chron.  Alphoufi  Regts^  apud  Fagfi,  tani.  iii^.  xyf. 

«•»  The  reviTal  of  the  GoUiic  kingdom  in  the  AAufiu  is  difttndly 
t)^ofijli<^oiidfelf  D»ti€c4  bfxI'An^iUe  (Stats  del'Ziirope^  ^  x^90* 
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Koffeifli ;  his  eldeft  fon  was  left  in  the*  com Aand  <X  C  rt  ^  P. 
Africa  ;  the- three  younger  brfethren  wer^  ot^  age 
and  fpirit  to  fecond  the  boldeft  enterprifcs  of  ^fieft- 
father*     At  his   landing  in  Algezlire,  he  was  r^- 
fpedfully  entertained  by  count  Julian,  who-  ftiflefl 
his  inward   r^iiiorfe,  and  teftifiied,  both  in  worcfe 
and  Sfcaionsi  tfeat  the  viQiory  of  ihe  Arabs  had  not 
impairkl  his  '6tta<fhmenf   to  their  ^caufc.     Somfe 
enemies  yet  peinained  for  the'fword  of  Mufa.     The 
tardy  repentance  of-  the  Goths  had  compared  their 
own  numbers  and  thfofe  of  the  mvaders  ;  the  citie's 
from  which  the  march  of  Tarik  had  declined,  con- 
fidered  themfelves  as  impregnable ;  and  the  braveft. 
patriots  defended  the  fortification^  of  Seville  arid 
Merida.     They  were  fucceflively  bcfieged  and  re- 
duced by  the  labour  of  Mufa,  who  tranfportcd  his 
camp  -from  the  Bcetis  to  the  Anas,  from  the  Gua- 
dalquivir  to  the  Guadiana.     When  he  beheld  the 
works  of  RomAn  magnificence',    the  bridge,  the 
aquedufts,  the  triumphal  arches,  and  the  theatre, 
of  the  ancient  metropolis  of  Lufitania,  "  I  Ihould 
♦'  imagine,*'    faid   he    to    his   four    companion^, 
•**  that  the  human  race  muft  have  united  their  aft: 
'*'  and  power  in  the  foundation  of  this  city  ;-  happy 
"  IS  the  man  who  fhall  become'  its  mafter !"     He 
afpired  to  that  happinefs,  but  the   E men  tans  fuf- 
tained  on  this  occafidn  the  honour  of  their  d6fcerit 
'from  the  veteran- legionaries  of  Auguftus  '^^     Dif- 

•       .  •  »«  .  « 

«'?  The  honourable  relics  of  the  Cantabrran  war  (Dion,  CaflTius, 

.1.  liU.  p.  710.)  were  planted  in  this  metropolis  of  Lufitania, 'Jjcrhaps 

of  Sipftin  (fubmUtit  cultoU  f^os  Hifp^ia  fafces)  Nonius  (Hifpania, 

•     •  ^»  3I» 
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CHAP,   darning  the  confinement  of  their  walls,  tl»y  gave 
battle  to  the  Arabs  on  the  plain ;  but  an  ambuf- 
cade  rifing  from  the  Ihelter  of  a  quarry,  or  a  ruin, 
chaftifed  their  indifcredon  and  intercepted   their 
return.    The  wooden  turrets  of  afiault  wete  rolled 
forwards  to  the  foot  of  the  rampart ;  but  the  defence 
qf  Merida  was  objQiinate  and  long ;  and  the  caftle  <f 
the  martyrs  was  a  perpetual  teftimony  of  the  lofies  of 
the  Mdlems«    The  conftancy  of  the  befieged  was 
at  length  fubdued  by  &mine  and  defpair ;  and  the 
prudent  vidor  difguifed  his  impatience  under  the 
names  of  clemency  and  efleem.    The  alternative 
of  exile  or  tribute  was  allowed ;  the  churches  were 
divided  between  the  two  religions  ;  and  the  wealth 
of  thofe  who  had  fallen  in  the  fiege,  or  retired  to 
Gallicia,  was  confifcated  as  the  reward  of  the  fsdth- 
fuL    In  the  imdway  between  Merida  and  Toledo, 
the  lieutenant  of  Mufa  faluted  the  vicegerent  of  the 
caliph,  and  conducted  him  to  the  palace  of  the 
Gothic  kings.     Their  firfl  interview  was  cold  and 
formal :  a  rigid  account  was  exa£ted  of  the  trea- 
fures  of  Spain :  the  character  of  Tank  was  expofed 
Co  fufpicion  and  obloquy ;  and  the  hero  was  ini- 
prifoned,  reviled,   and  ignominiouily  fcourged  by 
the  hand,   or  the  command   of  Mufa.      Tet  fo 
.ftriSi  was  the   difcipline,  fo  pure  the  zeal,  or  ib 
tame  the  fpirit,  of  the  primitive  Moflems,    that 
.  after  this  public  indignity,  Tarik  could  ferve  and 
be  trufted  in  the  reduftion  of  the  Tarragonefe  pro- 
vince.    A  mofch  was  erefted  at  Saragoffa,  by  the 

C.31.  p-  io6**iio.}  enumerates  the  ancient  ftrufturei,  but  concludes 
with  a  figh :  Urbs  h«c  olilii  nobiltifioia  ad  magnam  incolanm 
tnfrequentiam  delapia  eft  et  prstcr  grifcae  cloritatia  ruinas  nihil 

oftcndit.  * 

•  Itberalitf 
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fibemlity-of  the  Koreifli :  the  port  of  Barcelona  Tsras  c  HA  p. 
opened  to  the  veffels  of  Syria ;  and  the  Goths  were 
'  purfued  beyond  the  Pyreneaii  mountains  into  their 
Gallic  province  of  Septimania  or  Languedoc '**. 
In  the  church  of  St,  Mary  at  Carcaffone,  Mufei 
fouiidy  but  it  is  improbable  that  he  left,    feven 
equeftrian  ftatucs  of  mafly  filv«-  j  and  from  his  term 
or  column  of  Narbonne,  he  returned  on  his  foot- 
.lleps  to  the  Gallicism  and  Lufitanian  fhores  of  the 
ocean.     During,  the  abfence  of  the  father,  his  fon 
Abdelaziz  chaflifed  the  infurgents  of  Seville,  and 
reduced,  from  Malaga  to  Valentia,   the  fea-coaft 
of.  the  Mediterranean:  his  original  treaty  with  the 
difcreet  and  valiant  Theodemir"*    will  reprefent 
the  manners  and  policy  of  the  times.     "  Tie  con-, 
ditions  of  *  peace  agreed  and  /worn  between  Abde- 
iaziz,   the  fon  of  Mufa^  the  fon  of  Naffir^   and 
Theodemir  prince  of  the  Goths.     In  the  name  of 
**  the  mod  merciful  God,  Abdelaziz  makes  peace 
.  **  on  thefe  conditions :  ^  that  Theodemir   fhall  not 

184  Both  the  interpreters  of  Novairi,de  Guigncs  (Hift.  des  Huns, 
torn.  i.  p.  349)>  and  Cardonne  (Hift.  de  I'Afrique  et  dc  TEfpagnc, 
torn;  i.  p.  93,  94.  io4»  X05.),  lead  Mufa  into  the  Narbonnefe  Gaul. 
But  I  find  no  mention  of  this  cnterprife  either  in  Roderic  of  Toledo, 
or  the  MSIS.  of  the  Efcurial,  and  the  invafion  of  the  Saracens  is  pod- 
poned  by  a  French  chronicle  till  the  ix*h  year  after  the  conqucft  of 
Spain,  A.  D.  721  (Pagi,  Critica,  torn.  iii.  p.  177. 195.  Hiftorians  of 
France,  torn.  ill.).  I  much  queftion  whether  Mufa  ever  paflcd  the 
Pyrenees. 

185  Four  hundred  years  after  Theodemir,  his  territories  of  Murcia 
and  Carthagenia retain  in  the  Nubian  geographer  Ednfi  (p.  154.  z6i.) 
the  name  of  Tadmir  (D*Anville,  Etats  dcTEurope,  p.  156.  Pagi, 
torn,  ill*  p*  174.)*  In  the  prefent  decay  of  Spanifh  agriculture, 
Mr.  Swinburne  (Travels  into  Spain,  p.  119.)  fui-veyed  with  pleafurc 
the  dcllciouB  valley  froip  Murcia  to  Orihuela,  four  leagues  and  a 
half  of  the  fincft  com,  pulfe,  luccrn,  oranges,  &c. 

Vol..  IX.  li  «be 
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c  HA  P.  «  be  difturbed  iit  his  prindpaGty j  nor  any  injiny 

be  offered  to  tlie  fife  or  property^  the  tnves  and 
children^  the  refigion  and  temples^  of  the  Chiift- 
ians:   that  Theodesur  ihaU  freely  defiver  bis 
feven  cities,  Orihnela,  Valentola,,  AEcant,  Mola, 
Vacafora,  Bigerra  (nowBejar),  Ora(or  Opta% 
«<  and  Lorca:    tiat  he  fhaU   not  affift  or   en- 
^^  tertain  the  enemies  of  the   caliph,   but  fbaH 
^^  faithfully  communicate  his  knowlec^e  of  their 
^^  hoftile  defigns:  that  himfelf,  and  each  of  die 
*^  Gothic  nobles,  (hall  anniially  pay  one  piece  of 
gold,  four  meafures  of  Wheat,  as  many  of  bar- 
ley, with  a  certain  proportion  of  honey,  oil,  and 
^^  vinegar ;  and  that  each  of  their  vaflals  ftall  be 
**  taxed  at  one  moiety  of  the  £ddimpofition.  Given 
*«  the  fourth  of  Regeb,  in  the  year  of  the  H^rini 
*^  ninety-four,  and  fubfcribed  with  the  names  of 
"  four  Mufulman  witnefles  '•*.**    Theodemir  and 
his  fubjeds  were  treated  with  uncommcm  lenity; 
but  the  rate  of  tribute  appears  to  have  fluftoated 
from  a  tenth  to  a  fifth,  according  to  the  fubmiflicMi 
or  obftinacy  of  the  Chriftians  *'\    In  this  revolu- 

tion, 

^S6  See  the  treaty  in  Arabic  and  Latia»  in  the  Bibliotheca  Anbico- 
Hifpana,  torn.  ii.  p.  105, 106.  It  is  (igned  the  4^  of  the  month  of  Re- 
geb,  AH.  94*  the  s^^  of  April  A.D.  713*  a  date  which  feesis  to  pro* 
long  the  refiftance  of  Theodemir  add  the  soTernment  of  Mufa. 

»87  From  the  hiftory  of  Sandoval,  p.  87.  FIcury  (Hift.  Ecdef. 
torn.  ix.  p.  a6i.)  has  given  the  fubftance  of  another  treaty  concluded 
A.  JE.  C  78),  A.  D.  734»  between  an  Arabian  chiefs  and  the  Gotbt 
and  Romans,  of  the  territory  of  Conimbra  in  PcNtugal.  The  tax  of 
the  churches  is  fixed  at  twenty-five  pounds  of  geld;  of  the  mona^ 
teries,  fifty ;  df  the  cathedrah^  one  hundred :  the  Chriftians  are 
judged  by  their  countj  but  in  capital  cafes  he  muft  confiilt  the 
/  akakle.    The  church  doors  mud  be  ihut>  and  they  muft  refpcd  tlic 
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tion,  many  partial  calamities  were  inflifted  by  the  ^  ^^  ^• 
carnal  or  religious  paffions  of  the  cnthufiafts;  feme  %^  Jmmj 
^  churches  were  profaned  by  the  new  worfliip :  fome 
relics  or  images  were  oonfounded  with  idols :  the 
cebels  ware  put  to  the  fword ;  and  one  town  (an 
ohfcure  place  between  Cordova  and  Seville)  was 
raaed  to  its  foundations.  Yet  if  we  compare  the 
invafion  ,of  Spain  by  ,the  Goths,  or  its  recovery 
by  the  kings  of  Caftille  and  Arragon,  we  muft  ap- 
plaud the  moderation  and  dHcipline  of  the  Arabian 
conquerors. 

The  exploits  of  Mufa  were  performed  in  the  Difgrsce 
evening  of  life,  though  he  afifeded  to  dUguife  his  ^f  ^"^^' 
age  by  colouring  with  a  red  powder  the  whitenefs  of 
his  beard.  But  in  the  love  of  adlion  and  glory,  his 
breaft  was  ftill  fired  with  the  ardour  of  youth  ;  and 
the  pofleffion  of  Spain  was  confidered  only  as  the  firft 
ftep  to  the  monarchy  of  Europe.  With  a  power- 
fol  armament  by  fea  and  land,  he  was  preparing 
tso  rep2&  the  Pyrenees,  to  extinguifli  in  Gauf  and 
Italy  the  declniing  kingdoms  of  the  Franks  and 
Lombards,  and  to  preach  the  unity  of  God  on  the  ' 
akar  of  the  Vatican.  From  thence  fubduing  the 
Barbarians  of  Germany,  he  propofed  to  follow  the 
couriS;  of  the  Danube  from  its  fource  to  the  Eux- 
ine  fea,  to  overthrow  the  Greek  or  Roman  em- 
pire of  Conftantinople,  and  returning  from  Europe 
to  Afia,  to  unite  his  new  acquifition«  with  Antioch 
and  the  provinces  of  Syria  *'*.      But  his  vaft  en- 

terprife, 

name  of  Mahomet.  I  have  not  the  original  before  me ;  it  would 
confirm  or  dcftroy  a  dark  fufpicfon,  that  the  piece  has  been  forged 
to  introduce  the  immunity  of  a  neighbouring  conyent. 

>"  iThia  defign,  which  is  attefted  by  ftnieral  Arabian  hiftorians 
(Cardonne^  toni.  i.  p-  95,  96.)>  may  be  compared  with  that  of 

I  i  %  Mithn^ 
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H  f  ^'  terprife,  perhaps  of  eafy  execution,  muft  have  feem- 
ed  extravagant  to  vulgar  minds  ;  and  the  vifionary 
conqueror  was  foofi  reminded  of  his  dependence 
and  fervitude.  The  friends  of  Taiik  had  effcdu- 
ally  dated  his  fervices  and  wrongs:  at  the  court 
of  Damafcus,  the  proceedings  of  Mufa  were 
blamed,  his  intentions  were  fufpeded,  and  his  de- 
lay in  complying  with  the  firft  invitation  \ras  chaf- 
tifed  by  an  harflier  and  more  peremptory  fummons. 
An  intrepid  meflenger  of  the  caliph  entered  his 
camp  at  Lugo  in  Gallicia,  and  in  the  prefence  of 
the  Saracens  and  Chriftians  arrefled  the  bridle  of 
his  horfe.  His  own  loyalty,  or  that  of  his  troops, 
inculcated  the  duty  of  obedience  ;  and  his  difgrace 
was  alleviated  by  the  recal  of  his  rival,  and  the 
permiffion  of  inverting  with  his  two  governments 
his  two  fens,  AbdaUah  and  Abdelaziz.  His  long 
triumph  from  Ceuta  to  Damafcus  difplayed  the. 
ipoils  of  Afric  and  the  treafures  of  Spain;  four 
hundred  Gothic  nobles,  with  gold  coronets  and 
girdles,  were  diftinguifhed  in  his'  train :  and  the 
number  of  male  and  female  captives,  felefted  for 
their  birth  or  beauty,  was  computed  at  eighteen, 
or  even  at  thirty,  thoufand  pcrfons.  As  foon  as 
he  reached  Tiberias  in  Paleftine,  he  was  apprifed 
of  the  ficknefs  and  danger  of  the  caliph,  by  a  pri- 
vate meffage  from  Soliman,  his  brother  and  pre- 
fumptive  heir ;  who  wiihed  to  referve  for  his  own 
reign  the  fpeftacle  of  viftory.  Had  Waiid.  re- 
covered, the  delay  of  Mufa  would  have  been  cri- 

^ithridatea,  to  inarch  from  the  Crimsea  to  Rome  $  or  with  tliat  of 
Caefar,  to  conquer  the  £aft,  and  return  home  by  the  North  :  and 
aU  three  arc  perhaps  furpafTcd  by  the  rw/  and  fuccefsful  cntcr- 
prife  of  Hannibal* 

minsbl: 
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nimal:  he  purjTti^d  his  march,  and  found  an  enc-  c  ^^^,p. 
my; on  the  throne.  In  his  trial  before  a  partial 
judge,  againft  a  popular  antagonift,  he  was  con- 
vi&ed  of  vanity  and  ^fehood ;  and  a  fine  of  two 
hundred  thouf^uid  pieces  of  gold  either  exhaufted 
his  poyerty  or  proved  his  rapacioufnefs.  The  un- 
worthy treatment  of  Tarik  was  revenged  by  a  fimi- 
lar  inidignity;  and  the  veteran  commander,  after 
a  public  whipping,  flood  a  whole  day  in  the  fun 
before  the  palace  gate,  till  he  obtained  a  decent 
exile,  under  the  pious  name  of  a  pilgrimage  to 
Mecca;  The  refentment  of  the  caliph  miglu  have 
been  fatiated  with  the  ruin  of  Mufa ;  but  his  fears 
demanded  the  extirpation  of  a  potent  and  injured 
fiimily.  A.  fentence  of  death  was  intimated  wii^ 
fecrecy  and  fpeed  to  the  trufty  fervants  of  the 
throne  both  in  Africa  and  Spain :  and  the  forms,  if 
not  the  fubilance,  of  juftice  were  fuperfeded  in 
diis  bloody  execution. .  In  the  mofch  or  palace  of 
Cordova,  Abdelaziz  was  flain  by  the  fwords  of  the 
confpirators  ;  they  accufed  their  govaiior  of  claim- 
ing the  honours  of  royalty ;  and  his  fcandal#us. 
marriage  with  Egilona,  the  widow  of  Rodferic, 
ofiended  the  prejudices  both  of  the  Chriftians  and 
.Moflems.  By  a  refineijaent  of  cruelty,  the  bead  o( 
the  fon  was  prefented  to  the  father  with  an  infult- 
ing  queftion,  v  hether  he  acknowledged  the  features 
of  the  rebel  ?  *'  I  know  his  features,**  he  exclaim- 
ed with  indignation ;  '^  I  aflert  his  ^innocence  ;  and 
**  I  imprecate  the  fame,  a  jufter,  fate  againft  the 
**  authors  of  his  death."  The  age  and  defpair  of 
Mufa  raifed  him  above  the  power  of  kings  j  and 

I  i  3  he 
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c HA  P.  he  expired  at  Mecca  of  the  angtlfc  of  a  lirofeh 
■  ^'^  heart.  His  rival  was  more  favemtably  treitted :  his 
fervices  were  forgiven;  and  Tank  was  pemiitted 
to  mingle  with  the  crowd  of  Ilsves  ^'°»  I  am  ^no- 
rant  whether  count  Julian  wa$  rewarded  with  tllie 
death  which  he  deferved  indeed,  thdugh  Mt  from, 
the  kinds  of  the  Sau^cens ;  bat  the  tale  of  thehr 
ingratitude  to  the  fons  of  Witiza  is  dilprovcd^  by 
the  moil  unqaefUonable  evidence.  The  two  royal 
youths  were  reinftated  in  the  private  patrimony  of 
their  father ;  but  on  the  deceafe  of  Eba  the  elder, 
his  daughter  was  unjuftly  defpoiled  of  her  portk>n 
by  the  violence  of  her  uncle  Sigebut.  The  Gothic 
maid  pleaded  her  caufe  before  the  caliph  Hafheim, 
and  obtained  the  reftitution  of  her  inheritance ;  but 
jhe  was  given  in  marriage  to  a  noble  Arabian,  and 
their  two  fons,  Ifaac  and  Ibrahim,  were  received  in 
Spain  with  the  confideration  that  was  due  to  their 
origin  and  riches. 
Profpcrity  -^  province  is  affimilated  to  the  viiftoribus  ftate 
^^^paiii  by  the  introduAion  of  ftrangers  and  the  imitative 
Arabs.  fpifit  of  the  natives ;  and  Spain,  which  had  been 
fuccefHvely  tin£^ured  with  Punlc^  aoid  Roman,  and 
Gothic  blood,  imbibed,  in  a  few  generations,  the 
name  and  manners  of  the  Arabs.  The  firft  con- 
querors, and  the  twenty  fucceffive  lieutenwits  of  the 

.  i^Q  I  much  regret  our  lofs,  ov  my  ignoranoe»  of  two  AralMC  works 
of  the  viii^)»  century,  a  Life  oiMufa,  and  a  Poem  on  the  Exploits  of 
Tarik.  Of  thefe  authentic  pieces,  the  former  was  compofed  by  a 
^randfbn  of  Mufa,  who  had  elcaped  from  the  mafiacre  ol  bis  kin- 
dred ;  the  latter  by  the  Vizir  <^  the  firftAbdalrahman  caliph  of  Spain, 
who  might  have  converfed  with  feme  of  the  veterans  of  tbe 
conqueror  (B^liot.  ArabicOi*Hifpana|  torn,  iii  p.  36.  I39v> 
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ofiphs,  were  attaided  by  a  riuinerous  train  of  civil   c  h^a  p. 
•  and  military  followers,  who  preferred  a  diftant  for- 
tune to  a  aarrow  iiome;:  the  private  and  public 
intereft  was  promoted  by    the  cftabiilhment    of 
£uthful  coiomes ;  and  the  dtie«  ci  Spain  were  proud 
Co  commemorate  the  tribe  or  cpuatry  of   thw 
Eaftern  progenitors*    The  viftorious  though  mot- 
ley bands  of  Tarik  and  Mufei  afferted,   by  the 
usime  of  Spaniards^  their  Viginal  claim  of  con- 
queft;  yet  they  allowed  dieir  brethren  of  Egypt 
to  (hare  their  eflabliihments  of  i&Iurcia  and  LifboUr 
The  royal  legion  of  Damafcus  was  planted  at  Cor- 
dova i  that  of  Emefa  at  Seville;  that  of  Kinnifrin 
or  Chalds  at  Jaen ;  that  of  Palefline  at  Algezire 
and  Medina  Sidonia*    The  natives  of  Yemen  and 
jPerfia  were  fcattered  found  Toledo  and  the  inland 
country  ^  and  t^e  fertile  leats  of  Grenada  were  be- 
ftowed  ohtten  thoufand  horiemen  of  Syria  and  Irak^ 
the  children  of  the  pureft  and  moft  noUe  of  the  Ara- 
bian tribes  '^°.     A  fpirit  of  emulation,  fometimes 
beneficial,  more  frequently  dangerous,  was  nourifli- 
ed  by  thefe  hereditary  fadions.     Ten  years  after 
the  conqueft,  a  map  of  the  province  was  prefent- 
cd  to  the  caliph :  the  feas,  the  rivers,  and  the  har- 

19°  Bibliot.  Arabu  Hifpana,  torn.  ii.  p.  3a.  a5».  The  former  of 
thefe  quotations  is  takea  from  z,Biographia  Hijpanica,  by  an  Arabian 
<if  Valentia  (fee  the  copious  Extracts  Ojf  Caliri,  torn.  ii.  p.  30— -iit.)! 
juid  theiatter  from  a  general  Chronology  of  the  Caliphs,  and  of  the 
African  and  Spanifh  Dynafties,  with  a  particular  Hiflory  bf  the 
Kingdom  of  Grenada,  of  which  CaHri'has  given  almoft  an  entire 
verEon  (Bibliot.  Arabico-Hifpana,  torn-  ii.  p.  177— 3t90-  The  au- 
4iior  £bn  Khateb,  a  native  of  Grenada,  and  a  contemporary  of 
Novairi  and  Abulfeda  (born  A.D.  131 3,  died  A.  D.  1374)',  was  aa 
biftorianf  i;eograpbcr«  pbyfician, poet,  &c*  (torn,  il  p.  7r,  72.). 

Ii4    .  bours. 
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^  Li^  ^*  bours,  the  inhabitants  and  cities,  the  climate,  the 
foil,  and  the  mineral  produdions  of  the  earth ''^V 
In  the  fpace  of  two  centuries,  the  gifts  of  nature- 
were  improved  by  the  agriculture*^,  the  manu- 
fadures,  and  the  commerce  of  an  in<Juftrious 
people ;  arid  the  eSeGts  of  their  diligence  have  been 
magnified  by  the  idlenefs  of  their  fancy.  The 
firft  of  the  Ommiades  ^who  reigned  in  Spain  fali- 
cited  the  fupport  of  the  Chriffians ;  and,  in  his 
cdidt  of  peace  and  proteftion,  he  contents  himfelf 
with  a  modeft  impofition  of  ten  thoufand  ounces 
of  gold,  ten  thoufand  pounds  of  filver,  ten*  thou- 
fand horfes,  as  many  mules,  one  thoufand  cuirafles, 
with  an  equal  number  of  helmets  and  lances  '^\ 
The  moft  powerful  of  his  fucceffors  derived  from 
the  fame  kingdom  the  annual  tribute  of  twelve 
millions  and  forty-five  thoufand  dinars  or  pieces  of 

J0»  Cardonn€,Hift.d€  TAfriqui?  etder£fpagne,tom.  i.p.  u6yXi7« 
'9^  A  copious  treat ife  of  huffeandry,  by  an  Arabian  of  Seville,  ift 
the  xii**  century,  is  in  the  Efcurial  library,  and  CafirJ  had  fome 
thoughts  of  ttaivflating.it.  He  gives  a  lift  of  the  authors  quoted, 
jArabs,  as  well  as  Greeks,  Latins,  &^,  j  but  it  is  much  if  the  An* 
dalufian  faw  thefe^  ftrangers  through  the  mediuip  of  his  countrypiaa 
Columella  (Cafiri,  BiWiot.  Arabico-Hifpana,  tomJ.  p.  323 — 338,). 
'91  Bibliot.  Arabico-Hiijpaaa,  tqin,  11.  p.  to4«  Cafiri  tran^ates  the 
original  teftimony  of  the  hiftorian  Rafis,  as  it  is  alleged  in  the  Ara* 
bic  Biographia.  liifpanica,  pars  \x*  .But  I  am  moft  exceedingly  fur- 
prifed  at  the  addrefs,  Principibus  caeterifque  Chriftianis  Hifpanis  fuU 
CaPeVa.  The  n^mc  of  Caftellas  was  unls;nown  in  t^e  viiith  century^ 
the  kii?gdom  was  not  erected  till  the  year  loiz,  an  hundred  ye^rs 
after  the  time  of  Rafis  (Bibliot.  tpm.  ii.  p.  33o.)>  and  the  a{y[)ellation 
was  always  cxpreffive,  pot  of  a  tributary  province,  but  Qf  a  Kne  of 
cciflles  independent  of  the  Moorifh  yoke  (d'Anville,  Etata^dc  TJEu* 
Tope^p,  166— 170.).  Had  „Cafiri  been  a  critic,  he  would  havt 
cleat^^  a4\^^^^^y%  perhaps  of  bis  own  making. 
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goW;  about  fix  million  of  ftfei:J% . money  "'*.;  -f  ^  \^^' 
fijm^hkh,  m  the  tenth  century,  nidft  probably  fut-  k^^-^^^ 
paflol  th6  muted  revenues  of  the.  Chriflian:  mo-: 
narchs.'  His  royal,  feat  of  Cordova  coiitwned  fix 
Hundred  mbfch'i,,  ni^e  .hundafed  baths,  and  jtwo^ 
huodced  thoufarid  houfes:  he^gav^.  laws  to  dghty. 
§iti0s  of  the  firft^.' to  three  hufedi^ed  of  tte  fecond 
^|Ki  third  orderrjf  aAd  the  fertile  baiiks  of  the  Gua^ 
^ai^ivir  w^  ponied  withotwelve  thoufand  vik 
l^g^s  and  hamlets.  :Tbe  Arabs  might,  exaggerafs 
th€\  truth,  but  they,  created  and  they  defcribe  the 
^loft  profperoi^s  pera  oft  the  riches,  the  culdvadon,' 
^d  the  populoufnefs  of  Spain  '^^    ... 

The  wars  of  the  Moflems  were  TslnQified  by  the  Rcijgiou§ 
prophet ;  but,  .among  the  various  precepts  and  toleration. 
examples  of  his  life,  the  €aiiphs  fele^ted  the  lefibns 
of  toleration  th^t  might  tend  to  di&rm  therefiftance 
of  the  unbelieverSi  Arabia  waa  thertemple  and  pa-" 
trimoriy  of  the  (rod  of  Mahomet ;  but  he  beheld 
with,  lefs  jealoufy .  and  affedion  the  nations  of  the 
earth.  The  polytheifts  and  idolaters  who  were 
ignorant  of  hh  name,  might  be  lawfully  extii^ed 


*■»•..-> 


«94  Cardonne,  torn  i.  p.  337,  338.    He  computes  the  revenue  at' 
1 3o,©oo,ooo  of  French  li vres.     The  entire  pidure  of  peace  and  pro- 
fperity  relieves  the  bloody  unifonAity  of  the  Moorifh  annals. 
•  i9s  I  am  happy  ebough  to  poffefs  a  fplendid  and  intercfting  work, 
•W^ich  has  only  been  diftributed  in  prefents  by  the  court  of  Madrid  s 
%ibliotheca  Arabico-.HiJpana  E/curialenfis^  opera  et  Audio  H/Uchaelis  Ca' 
Jirt,  Syr'o  Maronlta:*     Matriti,  infoUo^  tomus  priory  1760.  tomtu  pof.e'^ 
risr,  1770.    The  execution  of  this  work  does  honour  to  the  Spanillt 
prefs ;  the  MSS*  to  the  number  of  mdcccli,  are  judicioufly  dafled 
by  the  editor,  and  his  copious  extracts  throw  fame  light  on  .the  Ma- 
hometan literature  and  hiftoi  y  of  Spain.  Thefe  relics  are  now  fecure, 
but  the  talk  has  been  foplnely  delayed,  till  in  the  year  1671  a  fire 
confumed  the  greateft  part  of  the  Efcuri^il  library,  rich  in  the  fpoils 
bf  Grenada  and  Morocco,  .         •      • 

by 
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c  H  A  P.  by  his  Totaries^^;  but  a  wife  pcdicy  fo^qpied  ^ 
^^       oblig^(&m  of  jttftice ;  and  z&er  fome  ads  of  iatole- 
rant  zcal^  the  Mahometaa  can^oefon  of  Hindo- 
flan  liave  ^fncred  die  pagods  of  dbt  derout  and  po- 
putoua  country.    This  dXcij^  of  Al»aham,  o£ 
AM^  and  of  JdEds,  -srere  folemnly  invited  to  ac- 
cqyt  the  flftore  p^i&  reirdatloA  o£  Mahomet;  but 
if  they  prderced  the  payment  of'a  xnZMl^ate  tribute^ 
thoy  'were^  entitled  to  the  freedom  of  ccmfdenee 
Propaea-    •^  tdigioua  worfhip  "•\    Jn  a  field  rf  battle,  the 
tion  of      forfeit  lives  of  the  piifonets  v^ere  redeemed  by  die 
ifin.       '  piofeffion  of  jAtm;  the  females  were  bound  to 
embrace  the  reli^n  of  their  mafters,  and  a  race 
of  fincere  pto&lytes  vras  gradually  muMpiied  by 
the  education  of  the  infant  capdves.    But  the  mil- 
Eons  of  African  and  Afiadc  converts,  vha  fv^ted 
die  nadve  band  of  the  faithful  Arabs,  muft  have 
\  been  allured,  radier  diaa-conftrsuned,  to  declare 

their  belief  in  one  God  and  the  apoftle  of  God. 

By  the  repetition  of  a  fentence  and  the  lofs  of  a 

'  forefldn,  die  fubjed  or  the  flave,  the  captive  or  the 

.  crimiiial,    aroie  in  a  moment  the  free  and  equal 
(ompanibn  of  the  vid:orious  Moflems.    Every  fin 

>9«Thc  Harbih  as  they  are  ft^rled,  qui  tolerari  nequeunt*  are, 
1.  Thofe  who,  b^/Ues  €U>d,  worihip  the  fun^  moon^  or  idols. 
ft.  Athetfts-  Utriquc>  quamdio  princcps  afa'quis  inter  Mohaitameda- 
no8  fupereft  oppugnari  debcnt  donee  religionem  ample(ftantur,  nee 
Tequiet  ill  concedenda  eft,  nee  pretium  acceptandum  pro  obtinendi 
confcientiaelibertate  (Rcland,  Diflertat.  z.  deJureMititari  ^ohai&« 
liiedan.  torn.  iii.  p.  14.):  A  rigid  theory  1 

»97  The  dUtindion  between  a  trofcribcd  and  a  tolerated  fed>  be- 
tween the  Uarbii  and  the  People  of  the  Book,  the  believers  h»  fome 
divine  revelation,  is  cdrre6tly  defined  in  the  converlation  of  the 
caliph  Al  Mamun  with  the  idolaters  or  Sabseans  of  Cb^rrae.  Hot- 
tinger^  Hift.  Orient*  p.  toy,  loS* 

was 
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iKM  expiated,  every  engagement  was  difTolved :  c  ha  p, 
the  vow  of  cdibicy  was  fuperfeded  by  the  indul-  «:  ^  '  * 
gence  of  nature ;  the  aifiive  fphits  who  flept  in  the 
cloifter  were  awalbraed  by  the  trumpet  of  the  Sa- 
racens^;  andin  thecomvulfion.of  die  world,  every 
member  of  a  new  fodety  afoended  to  the  natural 
level  !<>{  his  capacity  and  courage.  The  minds  of 
.the  multitude  were  tempted  .by  the  invifible  as 
well  as  temporal  bleflings  of  the  Arabian  prdphet ; 
and  charity  wilt  hope  that  many  of  his  jH-c^elytes 
cnterlamed  a  f(^ou&  convidion  of  the  truth  and 
ian£tity  of  his  revela^n.  In  the  eyes  of  an  inqui- 
fitive  pdiytheift,  it  muft  appe^  worthy  of  the  hu- 
man and  the  divine  nature.  More  pure  than  the 
fyftem  of  Zoroafter,  more  liberal  than .  the  law  of 
Mofes,  the  religion  of  Mahomet  might  feem  lefs 
inconfiftent  with  reafon,  than  the  creed  of  myftery 
and  fuperftition,  which,  in  the  feventh  century,  • 
difgraced  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel. 

In  the  extenfive  provinces  of  Perfia  and  Africa,  Fall  of  the 
the  national  religion  has  been  eradicated  by  the  ^T!*' 
Mahometan    faith.    The  ambiguous  theology  of 
the  Magi  ftood  alone  among  the  feds  of  the  Eaft : 
but  the  profane  writings  of .  Zoroafter ''*■  might, 

198  The  Zend  or  Pazend>  the  bible  of  Ihe  Oliebers»  Is  rec):oned  by 
tbemfelyes,  or  at  leail  by  the-  Mahometans^  among  the  ten  bool^ 
which  Abraham  received  from  heaven  j  and  their  religion  is  honour- 
ably ftyled  the  religion  of  Abraham  (d'Herbelot,  Bibliot  Orieiit 
p.  70X. ;  Hyde,  dc  Religione  veterum  Perfanun,  c.  iii.  p.  17,  aS,  &c.). 
I  much  fear  that  we  do  not  poflefs  any  pure  ztidfm  defcription  of 
the  fyftem  of  Zoroafter.  Dr.  Prideau^  (Connexion*  vol.  i.  p.  jcdu 
o^avo)  adopts  the  opinion,  that  he  hkd  been  the  flave  and  fcholar 
of  ibme  Jewifh  prophet  in  the  captivity  of  Babylon.  Perhaps  the 
Perfians,  who  hjive  been  tfie  maftcrs  of  the  Jews,  would  aiert  the 
honour^  a  poor  honour,  of  beisg  tbeir  mafttrs. 

undeif 
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^  Li^^'  voidit  the  reirerend  name  of  Abrpliam,  be  drac- 
troufly  connedod  with  the  chain  of  divine  revela* 
tion.  Their  evil  pmiciple,  the  dscmtoi  Ahriman, 
might  be  reprefented  as  the  rival  or  as  the  creature 
of  the  God  of  light.  The  temples  of  Perfia  were 
devoid  of  images;  but  die  worfliip  of  the  fun  and 
of  fire  might  be  ftignrndzed  a^  a  grofs  and  crimi- 
nal idolatry  *^^.  Tlie  milder  fentiment  was  confe- 
crated  by  the  pradice  of  Mahomet  ^"^  and  the  pru- 
dence of  the  caliphs;  'the  Magians  or  Ghebers 
were  ranked  with  the  Jews  and  Chriftians  t&mong 
the  people  of  the  written  law*^';  and  as  late  as 
the  third  century  of  the  Hegira,  the  city  of  Herat 
will  afford  a  lively  contraft  of  private  zf?d  and 
public  toleration  ***.  Under  the  payment  of  aii 
annual  tribute,  the  Mahometan  law  fecured  to  the 
Ghebers  of  Herat,  their  civil  and  religious  liber- 
ties :  but  the  recent  and  iiumble  mofch  was  over- 

>59  The  Arabian  Nights,  fi  faithful  and  amufing  pi^ure  of  the  Ori- 
ental world,  reprefent  in  the  moft  odious  colours  the  Magians,  or 
worfliippcfs  of  fire,  to  whom  they  attribute  the  annual  facrificc  of  a 
JMufulman,    The  religion  of  Zoroafter  has  not  the  Icaft  affinity  with 
that  of  the  Hindoos,  yet  tjiey  are  often  confounded  by  the  Mahp- 
metans ;  and  the  fword  of  Timour  was  fharpened  by  this  miftakc 
<Hift.  dc  Timour  Bee,  par  (^refipddig  Ali  Yestdi,!.  v.)- 
*oo  Vic  de  Mahomet,  par  Gagnicr,  torn.  iii.  p.  114,115. 
*oi  Hae  tres  fe«ae,  Judasi,  Ghriftiani,  ct  qui  rater  Perfas  Magorum 
inftitutis  addi(ai  funt,  nar  k^oxm  populi  lih-i  dicuntur  (Rcland, 
Diffcrtat.  torn.  iii.  p.  15.).     The  caliph  Al  Mamun  confirms  thte 
lionourable  diftinaion  in  favour  of  the  three  feds,  with  the  vague 
.and  equivocal  religion  of. the  Sabaeans,  under  which  tjic  ancient 
polytheifts  of  Charrae  were  allowed  to  fhelter  their  idolatrous  wor- 
,ihip  (Hettinger, Hift. Orient,  p.  167, 168.). 

•  «»  This  fmgular  ftory  is  related  by  d^Herbelot  /(BiWlot.  Orient. 
•p.  448,  44^0  on  the  faith  of  Khondemir^  and  by  Mirchond  hlmfelf 
•<HilL  priorum  Rcgum  Perfarum;  kc.  p.  9,  u>.  not.  p.  Z%,  89.). 
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ihadowed  by  the  antique  fjplendodr  of  the  adjoin* 
ing  temple  of  fire.  A  £uiatic  Imam  d^Iored,  in 
his  ferinens,  the  fcandalous  ndghbouphood,  and 
accufed  the  weaknefs  or  indifference  of  the  faithful. 
Excited  by  his  voice,  the  people  affembled  in  tumult ; 
die  two  houfes  of  prayer  were  confumedby  the  flames, 
but  the  vacant  ground  was  immediately  occupied  by 
the  foundations  of  a  new  mofch.  The  injuted 
Magi  appealed  to  the  fovereign  of  Chorafanj  he 
promifed  juftice  and  relief;  when,  behold!  four 
thoufand  citizens  of  Herat,  of  a  grave  charader 
and  mature  age,  unanimoufly  fwore  that  the  idola- 
trous fane  had  never  exifted  j  the  inquifition  wa« 
filenced,  and  their  confcience  ^as  fatisfied  (fays 
the  hiftorian  Mirchond  *°^)  with  this  holy  and  me- 
ritorious perjury  "*•  But  the  greateft  part  of  the 
temples  of  Perfia  were  ruined  by  the  infenfible  and 

^3  Mirchond  (Mohammed  Emir  KhoondahShah),  a  native  of  He- 
rat, compofed  in  the  Perfian  language  a  general  hiftory  of  the  £aft« 
from  the  creation  to  the  year  of  the  Hegira  875  (A.  D.  1471). '  In 
the  year  904  (A.l!>.  1498)  the  hiftorian  obtained  the  command  of  z 
princely  library^  and  his  applauded  work,  in  feven  or  twelve  part8» 
was  abbreviated  in  three  volumes  by  his  Ton  Khondemir,  A.  H.  q%7^ 
A.D*  1520.  The  two  wrkers,  moll  accurately  diftinguiihed  by  Petit 
de  la  Croix  (Hift.de  Oenghizcan,  p.  537,  jjS.  544, 5^$*),  are  loofely 
confounded  by  d'Herbelot  (p.  35S.4xo.  994>9950 :  but  his  numeroiu 
cxtra6ls,  under  the  improper  name  of  Khondemir,  belong  to  the  fa- 
ther rather  than  the  fon.  The  hiftorian  of  Genghizcan  refers  to  a 
MS.  of  Mirchond,  which  he  received  from  the  hands  of  his  friend 
d'Herbelot  himfelf.  A  curious  fragment  (the.  Taherian  and  Sofia* 
rian  Dynafties)  has  been  lately  publifhed  in  Perfic  and  Latin  (Vien« 
XiXy  1782,  in  4to,  cum  notis  Bernard  de  Jenifch);  and  the  editor  al« 
lows  us  to  hope  for  a  continuation  of  Mirchond. 

204  Quo  teftimonip  boni  fe  quidpiam  prseftitifle  opinabantur.  Vet 
Mirchond  muft  have  condemned  their  zeal,  lince  he  approved  the 
legal  toleration  of  the  Magi,  cui  (the  fire  temple)  perafto  (inguUf 
annis  cenfCi,  i^ti  facra  Mohammedis  lege  cautum,  ab  omiiibva  mo- 
Icftii^  ac  oneribus  liberoefie  licuit 

general 


TKE  DSCLtNE  AND  FALL 

geoiftal  defcrdoa  of  their  trotaries.    It  Vfu  iV 
fenfibk^  fisce  it  is  act  accompanied  vrith  a&y  me* 
morial  of  time  or  place,  of  perfecudc^  or  refift* 
ance.  It  was  general^  fuice  the  iviiole  jreahn,  from 
Shiraz  to  Samarcand,  imbibed  the  laith  of  the 
Koran ;  and  th^  preferiradon  of  the  native  tong^ 
reveals  the  defcent  of  the  Mahometans  of  Perfia  ^^. 
In  the  mountains  and  defisrts,  an  obftinate  race  of 
unbelievers  adhered  to   the  fop^ftition  of  their 
futbers ;  and  a  faint  tradition  of  the  Magian  theo- 
logy b  kept  alive  m  the  province  of  Ktmian,. along 
the  banks  of  the  Indus,  among  the  exiles  of  Surat, 
and  in  the  colony,  which;  in  the  laft  century,  wa$ 
planted  by  Shaw  Abbas  at  the  g^tes  of  Ifpahan. 
The  chief  pontiff  has  retired  to  mount  Elboprz,' 
eighteen  leagues  from  the  city  of  Tezd :  the  per-* 
petual  fire  (if  it  continue  to  bum)  is  inacceffible  to 
the  profane;  but  his  refidence  is  the  fchool,  the 
oracle,  and  the  pilgrimage,  of  the  Ghebers,  whofe 
hard  and  uniform  features  atteft  the  unmingled 
purity  of  their  blood.    Under  the  jurifdi£tion  of 
didr    elders,    eighty    thoufand    families     main- 
tain an  innocent  and  indu{lrioi;is  life;   their  fub- 
fiflence  is  derived  from  fome  cwious  manufac- 
tures and  mechanic  trades ;  and  they  cultivate  the 
earth  with  the  fervour  of  a  religious  duty.     Their 
ignorance  withftood  the  defpotifin  of  Shaw  Abbas, 

*os  The  laft  Magian  of  name  and  power  appears  to  be  Mardavigc 
the  Dilemitc,  who,  in  the  beginning  of  the  igih  century,  reigned  in 
the  northern  provinces  of  Perfia,  near  the  Cafpian  Sea  (d*Herbelot, 
Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  335  ).  Rut  his  foldiers  and  fucceffors,  the  ^wy*^^/, 
either  profefied  or  embraced  the  ftJUhometan  faith;  and  under  their 
dynafty  <  A,  Q.  933—1020)  i  (houid  phicc  the  faU  of  the  religion  of 
Zoroafter*  »  . 

5  i«bo 
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^ivbp  demax|ded  with  thieats  and  tortv»:^s  tlie  pre-  /^  ^r^'^* 
.phedc  books  of  Zoroafter  j  wd  tkis  oUcure  reiii-  u<r-j^j' 
nant  of  the  Magians  is  fpared  by  the  mo^er^itlQ^ 
or  contempt  of  their  prefent  fovere^as  ^*^. 

The  northern  coafl:  of  Africa  js  the  onlj^  knd  ki  Decline 
which  the  Kght  of  the  Gofpel,  ^r  a  long^Ki  pet-  ofriftu  °^ 
ffea  eftabliflunent,   has  been  totally  exrirlguifecd.  ^?f^^ 
The  arts,  which  had  been  tatlgfet  1^  CartJiage  and 
Ron^,  were  involved  in  a  cloud  of  ignbitmce ; 
the   doarinf  of  Gyprian  and  Auguftin  was  no 
longer  ftudied;    Five  hundred  efnfcopal  churches* 
were  overturned  by  the  hoftile  fury  of  the  Donatifts,^ 
the  Vandals,  and  the  Moors.    The  zeal  and  num- 
bers of  the  clergy  declined ;  and  the  people,  with- 
out difcipline,  or  knowledge,  or  hope,  fubmiifively 
funk   under  the  yoke   of  the  Arabian   prophet. 
Within  fifty  years  after  the  expuUion  of  the  Qre^,  a-  d.  749, 
a  lieutenant  of  Africa  informed  the  califih  that  tiie 
tribute  of  the  infidels  was  aboKflicd'  by  their  con- 
verfion  *•'  j  and,  though  he  fought  to  difguife  his 
fraud  and  rebellion,  his  fpecious  pretence  was  drawt^ 
from  the  rapid  and  extenfive  progrefs  of  the  Ma- 
hometan faith.     In  the  next  age,  an  extraordinary  j^  d.  837. 
miffion  of  five  biihops  was  detached  from  Alex- 
andria to  Caifoan.    They  were  ordained  by  the 

*«>6  The  prefent  ftate  pf  the  Ghebcrs  in  Pcrlia,  is  taken  from  Sir 
John  Chardin,  not  indeed  the  moft  learned,  but  the  moft  judicious 
and  inquifitivc  of  our  modern  travellers  (Voyages  in  Perfe,  torn.  ii. 
p.  109. 179 — 187.  in  V°).  His  brethren >  Pictro  della  Valle,  Olearius^ 
Tbevcnot,  Tavernier,  &c.  whom  I  have  fruitlefsly  fearched,  had 
neither  eyes  nor  attention  for  this  intcrefting  people  \/ 

ao7  The  letter  of  Abdoulrahman,  governor  or  tyrant  of  Africt, 
to  the  caliph  Aboul  Abbas^  the  firft  of  the  AbalTide^y  is  dated  A.  H* 
^3»  (Cardonne,.Hift.  d'Afrique  ct  de  TEfpagne,  torn.  i.  p.  i6t.). 
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^ ^ to  cheriih  and  revive  the  dyiitg 

embers  of  Chriftianity  **" :    but  the   interpofition 
of  a  foreign  prelate,  a  ftranger  to  the  Latins,  an 
enemy  to  the  'CathoKcs,  fuppofes  the  decay  and 
"  diffolutipn  of  the  African  hierarchy.      It  was  no 
longer  the  time  when  the  fucceffor  of  Su  Cyprian, 
at  the  head  of  a  numerous  fynod,  could  maintain 
an  equal  cohteft  with  the  ambition  of  the  Roman 
A.D.X053  pontiff.     In  the  eleventh  century,  the  unfortunate 
""**^'  '      prieft  who  was  feated  on  the  ruins  of  Carthage,  im- 
•  plored  the  arms  and  the  protection  of  the  Vatican ; 
and  he  bitteriy  complains  that  his  naked  body  had 
been  fcourged  by  the  Saracens,  and  that  his  autho- 
rity was  difput^d  by  the  four  fuffragans,  the  tot- 
tering pillars  of  his  throne.     Two  epiftles  of  Gre- 
gory the  feventh  ^  are  deftined  to  footh   the  dif- 
trefs  of  the  Catholics  and  the  pride  of  a  Moorifli 
prince.     The  pope  affures  the  fultan  that  they  both' 
worfliip  the  fame  God,  and  may  hope  to  meet  in 
the  bofom  of  Abraham;   but  the  complaint,  that 
three  bifhops  could  no  longer  be  found  to  confc- 
crate  a  brother,  announces  the  fpeedy  and  inevi- 
*^A^D^"'  table  ruin  of  the  epifcopal  order.     The  Chriftians 
xi49»&c.    of  Africa  and  Spain  had  long  fince  fubmittedto  the 
pradice  of  circumcifion  and  the  legal  abftinence 
from  wine  and  pork  j    and   the  name  of  Mo%a^ 

*«>*  Bibliotheque  Oticntale,  p.  66.  Renaudot,  Hift.  Patriarch.  Alex, 
p,  287, 288. 

»09  Among  the  Epiftles  of  the  Popes,  fee  Leo  IX.  epift.  3.  Gre- 

gor.  VII.  1.  i.  epift.  12,  23. 1,  iii.  epift.  19,  ao,  ai. ;  and  the  criticifms 

of  Pagi  (torn.  iv.  A.  D.  1053,  N**  14.  A.  D.  1073,  N**  13),  who  in- 

.^cftigates  the  name  and  family  of  the  Moorifh  prince,  with  whoa 

the  proudeft  of  the  Roman  pontiffs  fo  politely  correfponds. 
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^aies''*°  (adoptive  Arabs)  was  applied  to  tHeff  civil  c  ft  A  p.  - 

or  reliijious  cohformity  *"•     About  thie  middle  of  i—i»>,>^ 

the  twelfth  century  the  worfhip  of  ChVift  and  the 

fucceffion  of  paftors  were  abpliflied'  along  the  coaft  ' 

of  Barbaryi  arid  in  the  Kingdoms  of  Cordova  and 

Seville,  of  Valencia  and  Grenada*'^.  "*The  throne  '' 

of  the  AltoDhades.  br  XJiiit^Viansl  was  founded  on      ' 

the  blinded  fanatlcifrnj  a;hq  their  extraordihai^y  ri-  *  > 

gOur  might  be  provoted  of  juftifled  by.  the  recent 

vifitorieis  arid  intolerant  zeaFof  th^  piftit^s  of  ST- 

cily  and  Caftille,  of  Arfagon'  and  Porfugfal.     The  ' 

faith  of  the  Moz'arabes  ^^as  occafibnallV  revived  by'A.  0.1535; 

the  papal   miffionaties  j  and,   on  the   larijiing  of 

I      , ,  ,     .  .  . .  •        .  ^ 

»«o  Mozarabes,  or  Mortarabes,  adfcitUilf  as  it    is  interpretea  In  Latin 
(PoCQCky  Spedmen  Hid.  ^rabu/n,  p.  39«  40.     Blbllot.   Al-abk^d-Hifpana^  * 
torn.  U.  p*  i8*).: .  .Th<^  Mozarablc  lltu^y,'cbe  a^i^ient  rl^oal  of  the  chumh; 
of  'ToledOy   has  been  attacked  by  th^  popes,  and  e:g3>ofed  to  ttie  doubtful 
triah  of  the  fword   and  of  fire  (Marian.  Hiil.  Itifpan.  torn*  i.  l.'ix.  Ci  18b 
p.  ^78.)*     ^^  was^or  rather  it  is,  in  tlie  Latin  |<)ingUc;  yet  in  the  xi^cea*^ 
tury   it  was  fourth  ne'ceflTary   (A.  M,  C;  1687,  A.  D.  1039)  to  tranfcribe 
an  Arabic  veriion  of  the  canons  of  the  councils  of  Spain  (Bibiic^t.  Arab. 
Hifp.  torn. }.  p.  547.)}  ^of  the  ufe  of  the  biihops  and  clergy  in  the  Moorish 
kinedoms. 

*ti  About  the  middle  of  the  x***  century,  the  clergy  of  Cordova  was  re- 
proached with  this  criminal  compliance,  by  the  intrepid  envoy  of  the  em- 
peror Othol.  (Vit.  Johan.  Gor2,  in  Secu).  BenediS.  V, 'N®  115.  apucf 
Fleury,  Hift.  Ecclef.  torn.  xii.  p.  9i*)* 

^1%  Pagi,  Critica,  toon.  iv.  A.  D,-  ir^,  N^  8,  9.  He  JuAly  obferves^ 
that  when  Seville,  &(;.  w^rt  retaken  by  Ferdinand  of  Cafliile,  no  ChriflianSj  . 
except  captives^  were  found  in  the  place  j  and  that  th^  Mozarablc  chtircheS 
of  Africa  and  Spain,  defcribed  by  James  a  Vitriaco,  A.  I>.  1218  (HiiL  . 
Hierofol.  c*  80.  p.  1095.  in  Gelt.  Dei  per  Francos,  are  copied  from  fome 
older  book.  1  fhail  add|  that  t\\t  date^of  the  Hegira  677  (A.  D.  1278} 
mud  apply  to  the  copy,  not  the  compotition,  of  a  treatife  of  jurifprudence^ 
which  dates  the  civil  rights  of  the  Chrlftlans  of  Cordova  (Bibliot.  Arab. 
Hift«  torn.  !•  p.  471.])  and  that  the  Jews  were  the  only  di^nters  whom  {^ 

Abul  Waled,  king  of  Orencda  [A,  D.  I3i3)>  could  cither  difcountcnance  or  i 

tolerate  (torn,  ii^  p.  288. ]« 

.     Vol.  IX.  Ek-  Charles 
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Charles  the  fifths  fome  femilies  of  Latin  ChriftiaHs 
were  encouraged  to  rear  their  heads  at  Tunis  and 
Algiers.    But  the  feed  of  the  gofpel  was  quickly 
eradicated^  and  the  long  province  from  Tripoli  to 
the  Atlantic  has  loft  all  memory  of  the  language 
and  religion  of  Rome  **'• 
Tokntioii       After  the  revolution  of  eleven  centuries,  the  Jews 
QiJJSiim.    ^d   Chriftians  of  the  Turkifh  empire  enjoy  the 
liberty  of  confcience  which  was  granted  by  the 
Arabian  caliphs*    During  the  firft  age  of  the  con- 
queftf  they  fufpeded  the  loyalty  of  the  Catholics, 
whofe  name  of  Melchites  betrayed  their  fecret  at- 
tachment to  the  Greek  emperor,  while  the  Nefto- 
tians  and  Jacobites,   his  inveterate  enemies,  ap- 
proved themfelves  the  fmcere  and  voluntary  friends 
of  the  Mahometan  government  *'*.     Yet  this  par- 
tial jealoufy  was  healed  by  time  and  fubmif&on : 
the  churches  of  Egypt  were  ihared  with  the  Catho- 
lics *" ;  and  all  the  Oriental  feds  were  included  in 
the  common  benefits  of  toleration.     The  rank, 
the  immunities,  the  domeftic  jurifdidion,  of  the 
patriarchs,  the  bifhops,  and  the  clergy,  were  pro- 

•  •  -      * 

>i!  Reiundpty  Hid*  Patriarch.  Alex.  p.  a88.  Leo  Africanus  would  have 
flattered  his  Roman  mafters,  could  he  have  difcovered  any  latent  relics  of 
the  Chrifttanity  of  Africa. 

*I4  Abfit  (fold  the  Catholic  to  the  VlzIr  of  Bagdad)  vt  pari  loco  habeas 
Ke(loriano$»  quorum  prxter  Arabas  nullus  alius  rex  eft,  et  Crscos  quo! 
rum  remits  ambvendo  Arabibut  hello  nondeft^unt,  &c.  See  in  the  CoUed^ions 
of  AflTemannus  (Biblioc.  Orient,  torn,  iv,  p.  94—101.]  the  (Idt'e  of  the  Kef- 
cortans  under  the  caliphs.  That  of  the  Jacobites  is  more  concifely  expofed 
in  the  Preliminary  Diflertation  of  the  fecond  volume  of  Affemannos. 

*i5  Eutych.  Annal.  tom.ii.  p.  384.  387,  3S8.  Renaudot,  Hid.  Patriarch,  c 
Alex.  p.  10 5y  ao6.  •$".  39ft.    A  taint  of  the  Monothelite  herefy  mi^H  » 
render  the  fiift  of  thefe  Greek  patriarchs  lefs  loyal  to  the  emperors  and  lef 
obnoxious  to  the  Arabs*  •■    ^  :■.  ■•  r 
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teSed  by  the  civil  magiftrate :  the  learning  of  in-  c  h  a  p. 

dividuals  recommended  them  to  the  employments  ^^0-,^-^^ 

of  fecretaries  and  phyficians :  they  were  enriched 

by  the  lucrative  colledion  of  the  revenue ;  tod 

their  merit  was  fometimes  raifed  to  the  command 

of  cities  and  provinces.     A  caliph  of  the  houfe  of 

Abbas   was  heard  to  declare  that  the   Chriftians 

were  moft  worthy  of  truft  in  the  adminiftration  of 

Perfia.     "  The  Moflems,"   faid  he,  "  will  abufe 

**  their  prefent  fortune ;  the  Magians  regret  their 

**  fallen  greatnefs ;  and  the  Jews  are  impatient  for 

*^  their   approaching    deliverance**''/'      But    the  Their hM^ 

flaves  of  defpotifm  are  expofed  to  the  alternatives     ***** 

of  favour  and  difgrace.     The  captive  churches  of 

the  Eafl:  have  been  afflided  in  every  age  by  the 

avarice  or  bigotry  of  their  rulers  j  and  the  ordinary 

and  legal  reftraints  mull  be  offeniive  to  the  pride 

or  the  zeal  of  the  Chriftians**'.     About  two  hun«*>  . 

dred  years  after   Mahomet,  they  were  feparated 

from  their  fellow-fubjefts  by  a  turban  or  girdle  of 

a  lefs  honourable  colour ;    inftead  of  horfes  or 

mules,  they  were  condemned  to  ride  on  aflfes,  ia 

tjhe  attitude  of  women.     Their  public  and  private 

buildings  were  meafured  by  a  diminutive  ftandard  ; 

in  the  ftreets  of  the  baths  it  is  their  duty  to  give 

«i6  Motadbed,  who  had  reigned  from  A.D.  89%  to  90s.  The  Magians  (liU 
held  their  name  and  rank  among  the  religions  of  the  empire  ( Aflbmanni, 
Bihllot.  Orient,  torn.  iv.  p.  97.), 

»i7  Reiand  explains  the  general  reftraints  of  the  Mahometan  poHcy  md 
jurifprudence  (DiiTertac.  torn.  iii.  p.  16—20.).  The  oppreilive  edi^s  of 
the  caliph  Mot;iwakkel  (A.  D.  S47— 861),  which  are  Aill  in  forcci  are  no* 
ciced  by  Eutychius  (Annal.  tom.ii.  p.  44S.)  and  d*Herbelot  (Bibltot.  Orient. 
p.  640.).  A  perfecution  of  the  caliph  Omar  {I.  is  related,  and  mofi  pro* 
bably  magnified,  by  the  Greek  Thcophanes  (Chron«p«  334J« 

%ka  way 
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way  or  bpw  down  before  the  me»ne(l  of  the  p^ple ; 
and  their  teftimony  is  rejefted,  if  it  may  tend  to 
the  prejudice  of  a  true  belieyer.  The  pomp  of 
proceffions,  the  found  of  bells  or  of  pfalmody, 
js  interdifted  in  their  worlbip  :  a  decent  reverence 
for  the  national  faith  is  impofed  on  their  fermons 
and  conversations  ;  an^  the  facrilegious  attempt  to 
enter  a  mofch,  or  to  feduce  a  Mufulioan,  will  not 
be  fuffered  to  ejfcape  with  impunity.  In  a  time 
however  of  tranquillity  and  juftice  the  Chriftians 
have  never  been  compelled  to  renounce  the  Gofpel 
or  to  embrace  the  Koran  ;  but  the  punifhment  of 
death  is  inflifted  upon  the  apoftates  who  have  pro* 
^efledand  deferred  the  law  of  Mahomet,  The 
tnartyrs  of  Cordova  provoked  the  fentence  of  the 
cadhi,  by  the  public  confeffioh  of  their  inconftancy, 
or  their  paffionate  inveftives  againft  the  pef fon  and 
religion  of  the  prophet  *'^ 
The  empire  At  the  end  of  the  firft  century  of  the  Hegira, 
liphi,  .fhe  caliphs  were  the  ipoit  potent  and  apiolute 
A.  D.  718.  irionarchs  'of  the  globe.  Their  prerogative  was 
not  circumfcrifjed,  either  in  right  or  in  fad,  by  the 
power  of  the  nobles,  the  freedom  of  the  commons, 
the  privileges  of  the  church,  the  votes  of  a  fenate. 
Or  the  memory  of  a  free  conftitution.     The  autho- 


*  • . 


*i«  The  mmyrsoS  Cordcwa  <A.  D.  850,  Sec)  arc  camniemoratcd  and 
kftificd  by  St.  Eulogius,  wlio  ac  length  fell  a  viaim  hinifcif.  A  fynod,  con- 
vened by  the  ciliph,  ambiguoufly  cenfured  their  rjftincfs.  The  moderate 
Fleury  cannot  reconcile  their  qondu^  with  thedifcipime  of  antiqulry,  toute- 
fois  rautoriie  de  l*eglife,  &c.  (Fleury,  Hift.  Ecclef.  torn.  x.  p.  4i5«*5xi. 
Ijarticulariy  p,  4.51.  508,  509.).  Their  authentic  a€ts  tiirow  a  ftrong  tlioiigb* 
tranfient  light  on  the  Spapiih  church  in  tiic  ix"^  century. 
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r.ixy  .of  tb^  companions  of  Mahdmet  expired  with  chap. 
A^^eiJ:  lives ;  ^nd  the  chiefs  or  emirs  of  the  Arabian  < 
.tribes  left -behind,  in  the  defer t,  the  fjarit  of  equality 
9X\d  independence.     Tbe  regal  and  facerdotal  cha- 
raders  were  united  in  the  fucceffors  of  Mahomet; 
and  if  the  Koran  was  the  rule  of  their  aftions,  they 
were  the  fupreme  judges  and  interpreters  of  that 
divine  book.     They  reigned  by  the  right  of  con- 
queft  over  the  nations  of  the  Eafl:,  to  whom  the 
name  of  liberty  was  unknown,  and  who  were  ac- 
cuftomed  to  applaud  in  their  tyrants  the  afts  of 
violence  and  feverity  that  were  exercifed  at  their 
own  cxpence.     Under  the.  laft  of  the  Ommiades, 
the  Arabian  empire  extended  two  hundred  days 
journey  from  eaft  to  weft,  from  the  confines  of 
Tartary  and  India  to  the  (bores  of  the  Atlantic 
ocean.     And  if  we  retrench  the  fleeve  of  the  robe, 
a's  it  is  ftyled  by  their  writers,  the  long  and  narrow 
province  of  Africa,  the  folid  and  compadk  domi- 
nion from  Fargana  to  Aden,  from  Tarfus  to  Surat, 
will  fpread  on  every  fide  to  the  meafure  of  four  or 
five  months  of  the  march  of  a  caravan  *'^     We 
Ihould  vainly  feek  the  indiffoluble  union  and  eafy 
obedience  that  pervaded  the  government  of  Au- 
guftus  and  the  Antonincs  ;  but  the  progrefs  of  the 
Mahometan  religion  diffufed  over  this  ample  fpace 
a  general  refemblance  of  manners  and*  opinions. 
The  language  and  laws  of  the  Koran  were  ftudied 

ai9  See  the  article  EJlamiah  (as  we  fay  Chrlftcndom),  in  the  Bibliothcqu« 
Orientale  (p.  325.)'  H^'s  chart  of  the  Mahometan  world  is  fuited  by  the 
author,  Ebn  Alwardi,  to  the  year  of  the  Hegira  385  (A.  D.  995).  Since 
that  time,  the  lofTes  in  Spain  have  been  overbalanced  by  the  conqueds  in 
India,  Tartary,  and  tiie  European  Turkey. 
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with  equal  devotion  at  Samatcand  and  Seville  :  the 
Moor  and  the  Indian  embraced  as  countrymen  and 
brothers,  in  the  pilgrimage  of  Mecca ;  and  the 
Arabian  language  was  adopted  as  the  popular 
idiom  in  all  the  provinces  to  the  weftward  of  the 
Tigris 


X%0 
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2^0  The  Arabic  of  the  Koran  it  uught  is  a  dead  language  in  the  college 
of  Mecca.  By  the  Danlfh  travcLer,  this  ancient  idiom  it  compared  to  the 
Latin  }  the  vnlgar  ton^oe  ot  Hejaz  and  Vcmen  to  the  Italian :  and  the  Ara- 
bian dialers  of  Syria,  £gypt»  Africa,  &c.  to  the  Proveo^aJ,  Spu^Ok,  and 
fofiugoere  (Kiebuhfy  DeCcription  dc  l*Arabie|  p.  74^  &c*]. 
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